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Antiquarian Topographical Prints 1550-1850  (As they relate to castle studies)
●         John Slezer (before 1650 – 1717) was a German-born military engineer and accomplished artist. He arrived in Scotland

in 1669, had settled by 1671, and was appointed ‘Surveyor of his Majesties Stores and Magazines’, which involved
compiling detailed surveys of the country's fortifications. He is best known for his most acclaimed work Theatrum Scotiae,
a series of engravings of his own drawings of views of castles, abbeys, towns, and seats of the nobility he encountered
whilst travelling throughout Scotland, in his capacity as Captain of the Artillery Company. He was imprisoned in 1688 as
a supporter of King James VII, following the latter’s deposition in favour of William III and Mary II, but was released the
following year. He published the first volume of Theatrum Scotiae in 1693, a pictorial survey with 70 plates, but sales
were poor and he applied to the Government for a grant to proceed with a continuation of the work that was to be called
Scotia Ilustrata. This never materialised, however, and increasing financial difficulties forced Slezer to spend the last
years of his life seeking shelter in the Holyrood Abbey sanctuary to avoid debtors’ prison.

Theatrum Scotiae is his volume of detailed engravings that shows what important Scottish towns and buildings looked
like over 330 years ago. More than 70 of Slezer’s original engravings from the National Library of Scotland's collections
have been digitised and are available to view and download from their website, along with many useful notes.  You can
search for them by place name, and browse by place and subject. Slezer was a gifted draughtsman, but little is known
about him outside Scottish antiquarian studies. See:  https://digital.nls.uk/slezer/index.html .

Fig. 83. J. Slezer. Bothwell Castle, from the south. 1671-1690. National Library of Scotland © The only castle to be featured by
Slezer which was not a working fortification. View from the south (cropped). Plate 51.

Fig. 84. J. Slezer. Dumbarton Castle, from the northwest, 1671-90. National Library of Scotland ©. View from the town side with the
Wallace Tower prominent. Once the most important fortress on the west coast, guarded by the rivers Leven and Clyde. Plate 4.

Fig. 85. J. Slezer. Dunnottar Castle, from the north, 1671-90. National Library of Scotland © The prospect shows the castle from
the cliffs on the Stonehaven side. (Cropped). The buildings were dismantled in 1718. Plate 31.


