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Editorial 
 
From this year on the CSG bulletin will be sent out three times a year 
keeping readers up to date on current news, research and events in 
castle studies. 
 
Within this bulletin there are a few pieces which show that despite some 
large changes in the wider political and economic landscape, there is 
some good news relating to castles. This includes various restoration 
projects and castles being used as the backdrop and inspiration for the 
regeneration of areas of in various cities.  
 
I would like to make a special mention of Philip Davis who, as many of 
you know, died in September last year. He had a lot of input into the 
bulletins for many years and helped both myself and the previous 
editors, Peter Burton and Neil Guy. He often provided entries and 
contributions; including one in this bulletin. It is an opinion piece which 
he sent in shortly before his death regarding the changes in admission 
prices to castles. I have left the piece largely as sent. 
 
Thankyou to all who have submitted pieces or contributed to this edition 
of the bulletin. All submissions for the next bulletin will need to be sent 
to bulletin@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk by 21st April. 
 

Therron Welstead 
CSG Bulletin Editor 

……………………………………  

Diary Dates 
 

CSG Conference; Castles of South Munster 
Thursday 26th April – Sunday 29th April 2018 

  

For further information:  
http://castlestudiesgroup.org.uk/page91.html 

 
Also see invite to visit Sigginstown Castle on page 2 

 
 

Norman Oxford Day School 
Saturday 17th February 2018 

Rewley House, Oxford University  
 

This day school will be re-assessing the impact of the Conquest on 
Oxford, one of the wealthiest towns in the late-Saxon era. Evidence from 
recent excavations in the city will be discussed by the archaeologists 
responsible for the work. There will also be a re-evaluation of the 
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topographical, architectural and documentary sources by historians, who 
have been intimately involved in revealing the story of early medieval 
Oxford.  

The sessions include:  

Robert d’Oilly, first Norman Sheriff of Oxfordshire, Tom Hassall 
Oxford Castle/ St George’s Tower, Dan Poore 
Church Building in Oxford c.1050 – c.1200, John McNeill 
Redbridge excavations and the Grandpont, Ben Ford 
Vernacular architecture, Julian Munby 
Change and continuity in early medieval Oxford, Anne Dodd 
 

For further information  
https://www.conted.ox.ac.uk/courses/norman-oxford?code=O17P169AHJ 

ppdayweek@conted.ox.ac.uk 
 

 

Visualising the Past: Windsor Castle  
Wednesday 23rd May 2018 18:30- 20:00 

Windsor Castle  
 

£15.00 full price 
£13.50 concessions 

 
Computer-generated images illustrating the earliest views of Windsor 
Castle and its medieval interiors are a feature of the upcoming 
publication Windsor Castle: A Thousand Years of a Royal Palace. Join the 
artist behind these amazing illustrations, Bob Marshall, historian Steven 
Brindle and Professor of Architectural Computing, Paul Richens, as they 
discuss how history, art and technology can combine to recreate lost 
visions of the past. 

For further information 
https://www.royalcollection.org.uk/whatson/event/875042/Visualising-
the-past 
 
 

CSG – Autumn One-Day Conference 
 Saturday 13th October 2018  

Venue: Meeting room of the Society of Antiquaries of London, 
Burlington House, Piccadilly, London 

 

Information about the conference and the booking form can be found on 
pages 30-31 

 

…………………………………… 

 

Visit to Sigginstown Castle 
 

We invite Castle Studies members and attendees for the Cork Conference 
to visit Sigginstown Castle in Co. Wexford before or after the conference if 
they would like. We are a tower house ruin 2 hours south of Dublin and 2.5 
hours east of Cork, located in Tacumshane, Co. Wexford by the Celtic Sea 
and Tacumshin Lake, a prime European bird watching location.  If you wish 
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to explore Wexford, we can recommend some places to stay (including 
castles!) or you can make a quick visit en-route back to Dublin (an easy bus 
ride to the airport or by car). We are also only 15 minutes from the 
Rosslare ferry with routes to UK and France. 
 

We are planning some May Day/Beltaine activities, music session and 
campfire if weather permits, and of course we would be working there 
ourselves before and after the conference. There are also some other 
Wexford tower houses (privately owned) where we may be able to arrange 
a short visit, and the Irish National Heritage Park in Wexford (they have a 
dig day on May 5th at Fitzstephen's Norman Fort). If you are interested, 
please contact lizjones429@earthlink.net so we can plan accordingly. 
 
Liz and Gordon Jones 

…………………………………… 

Castle News in England 

Walden Castle Removed from Heritage at Risk Register 
 

Walden Castle (Essex) has been 
removed from the heritage at 
risk register after being on the 
list for a number of years.  
 

The castle was rebuilt in stone 
probably by Geoffrey de 
Mandeville around 1125-1141. By 
the 16th century the castle was 
in ruins and by the end of the 
18th century much of the 
masonry had been removed. The 
primary extant remains of the 
castle is the flint core of the 
basement of the three storey 
Norman donjon. The reason why 
these remains were put on the register was primarily due to being severely 
damaged by ‘uncontrolled vegetation growth and exposure to the elements 
[which] were causing decay and collapse of the rubble walls’ 
 

Through a grant and advice from English Heritage, now Historic England, in 
2013 the local council started to carry out a programme of stabilisation and 
repairs which were completed in 2017. The works include soft capping the 
walls with carefully selected grass alongside wider landscaping work and 
interpretation.  
The removal of the castle from the register has aided lowering the number 
of sites and buildings in the register; for the East of England the entries 
have dropped below 400 for the first time.  
 

An overview of the castles included within the heritage at risk register will 
be included in the next bulletin.  

Walden Castle 
after its 

restoration 

© Historic England 

mailto:lizjones429@earthlink.net


 

 

Successful Fundraising at Norwich for Reinterpretation of the 
Castle 

The museum within Norwich Castle has had great success in raising the 
target of £50,000 since the launch of the ‘Keep Giving’ appeal. As part of 
the appeal, members of the public have the chance to ‘adopt’ an item 
within the museum. Certain items can only be adopted once such as a 
medieval tile which bears the badge of Sir John Talbot, first earl of 
Shrewsbury in its design, or an 18th-century Snap Dragon puppet. There are 
also a variety of others items that can be adopted, at a smaller cost, by 
more than one person or group. 

John Davies, chief curator at Norfolk Museum Service who is leading the 
project said: ‘Our Keep Adopting scheme in particular seems to have 
caught people’s imaginations. The arms and armour items are proving 
incredibly popular but there are also plenty of other wonderful objects 
available, including some lovely pieces of medieval jewellery which would 
make memorable gifts. The quality of the workmanship of many of the 
objects is a reminder of the sophistication and artistry of this period of 
history – something we want to bring back to the castle as a whole through 
the Gateway to Medieval England project.’ 

The money raised will go towards the £13.5 million Norwich Castle: 
Gateway to Medieval England project. Currently 90% of the money needed 
for the project has been raised including £9.2 million from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. The projects aim is to re-interpret the castle as it was when 
it was used as a royal palace, this will include recreating the main Norman 
floor and great hall. 
Work is due to begin in 
2019. Preparation 
works will include a 
survey on the motte 
using bore holes. Tim 
Pestell, senior curator 
of archaeology has 
said: ‘There was a 
timber castle on the 
mound and then the 
mound was extended, 
can we find anything to 
do with that or has 
that all been totally 
destroyed? There’s lots 
of really interesting 
questions to ask.’ 

 

Norwich Castle as 
Royal Palace: An 
artist's impression 
of the castle keep 
with the reinstated 
Norman layout. 

© Norwich Castle 



 

 

 
Google Creates 360 Degree Digital Tours of English Heritage 

Sites 
 

In 2011, Google launched a new project Google Art Project (now entitled 
Google Arts & Culture). It is an online platform which allows people to 
view online images and 3D views of pieces of artwork from a large number 
of museums including, The Gallery, (London), The Metropolitan Museum of 
Art (New York) and the Uffizi (Florence). Since 2011 the project has grown 
with increasing numbers of institutions partnering with Google.  
 
In 2017, 29 English Heritage properties were photographed and scanned for 
the project and are now viewable on the website.  
 
The sites include several castles namely: Bolsover, Carisbrooke, Dover, 
Dunstanburgh, Kenilworth, Pendennis, Portchester, Richmond, and 
Tintagel. 
 
General views from castle baileys can be seen such as for Portchester and 
Dunstanburgh, and individual sections and rooms of the historic sites, such 
as the well house at Carisbrooke Castle and the different floors of great 
towers at Kenilworth, Portchester, Richmond. One area that might be of 
particular interest to those who were on the Harrogate Conference last 
year, is a 360 degree tour from within the cells of the conscientious 
objectors at Richmond Castle. 
 

 

 
To see all the 360 views 

https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/u/0/search/streetview?p=
english-heritage 

  

A still from the 360 
degree tour of the 
conscientious 
objectors’ cells in 
Richmond Castle 

© Google 

https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/u/0/search/streetview?p=english-heritage
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/u/0/search/streetview?p=english-heritage
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News in Ireland & N. Ireland 
 

Planning stage for the display of artefacts found at 
Rathfarnham Castle 

Rathfarnham Castle (S. Dublin) is at the early stages of planning to create a 
display which will show, if feasible, a selection of the 16,000 objects found 
during a 2014 project when installing a lift in the castle.  

There was a very wide variety of objects that were found including a 1.4 ct 
Colombian emerald, probably fallen from a ring, drinking goblets, high-
heeled “Louboutin-style” shoes and the remains of exotic fruit. Antoine 
Giacomtti, who was the lead archaeologist on the project said: 

‘Bones from baby chickens, songbirds and pigs indicate there were a 
number of huge pies prepared to feed large amounts of people. I would say 
the house was used for big gatherings rather than as a home where anyone 
lived for continuous periods of time. Given the way it was all chucked 
down there together, I would guess that somebody cleared the house in a 
hurry and locked it away for two centuries. We are grateful to whoever did 
it anyway because the items are remarkably well-preserved.’ 

Some of the more unusual finds include a banana peel, currently being kept 
at University College Dublin. It could prove that the fruit were in Ireland 
earlier than previously thought. While bananas were brought into Europe in 
the beginning of the 16th century, it is currently thought that they were not 
traded around the continent at this time. Another find is what seems to be 
the earliest surviving mass-produced pencil in the world. The stub matches 
the earliest depiction of a pencil which dates to the mid-16 century. 

The castle was built by Adam Loftus, the lord chancellor of Ireland, in the 
late-16th century. Philip Wharton later inherited it from his mother Lucia 
Wharton (great great granddaughter of Adam Loftus). Due to his prurient 
lifestyle, Philip Wharton earned the nickname ‘the rake of Rathfarnham’. 
Following the burst of the South Sea Bubble in 1720 he, along with many 
other of his contemporaries, lost his wealth and was forced to sell the 
castle in 1723.  

 

A small selection 
of some of the 
artefacts found at 
Rathfarnham 

© MerrionStreet.ie 
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Motte Cleared of Trees on the Mount Stewart 
Estate 

 
In 2015, the Mount Stewart estate on the shores of Strangford Lough (Co. 
Down) became a focus of a project by the National Trust, who looks after 
the house and grounds. The house and its contents received extensive 
restoration; the charity also purchased large sections of the wider estate 
which included an overgrown hill which houses a 12th- century motte.  
 
The area has been cleared with the 
removal of trees and dense 
undergrowth which threatened the 
condition of the monument. The 
clearance took place over many 
weeks, requiring over 850 hours of 
work undertaken by volunteers from 
the Ulster Archaeological Society. As 
part of the project, a LiDAR image 
was conducted on the area to create 
a clearer understanding of the site. 
 
Malachy Conway, the National Trust’s archaeologist for the region, 
described the castle as an ‘absolutely stunning site’ and ‘probably one of 
the best-preserved mottes I've seen in quite some time’. The motte stands 
at nearly 8m tall and 23m in diameter, surrounded by a deep 5m wide 
ditch.  
 
The project is hoped to attract visitors both human and wildlife to the site. 
6 miles of new trails have been created on the estate, some of which lead 
towards the castle, although the earthworks themselves are out of bounds. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

A section of the 
LiDAR scan of the 
motte at Mount 
Stewart 
© National Trust 

 

The motte after 
the clearance. 

© National Trust 
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News in Scotland 
 

Viewing Platform at Inverness Castle Becomes a Tourist 
Attraction 

 

Inverness Castle is currently used by the Scottish Courts and Tribunal 
Service who are making plans to move out to a new building in the city. 
The vast majority of the structure of the current building was built in 1836 
by William Burn on the site of the medieval castle and later 17th and 18th- 
century forts. 
 
The Highland Council, who 
owns the building, plans to 
transform the castle into a 
visitor attraction. In April 2017, 
the North Tower was opened to 
the public with a viewpoint at 
the top. Just under 25,000 
people have already climbed 
their way up for the 360 degree 
view of Inverness and the 
surrounding area. 

…………………………………… 

 

Approval of Wind Turbines near Fyvie Castle 

Despite objections, at the beginning of December 2017 planning approval 
was granted for the erection of two 74m wind turbines around 1 mile north 
of Fyvie Castle (Aberdeenshire).  

Fyvie Community Council argued that the scheme should have been 
rejected because of the ‘closeness’ to Fyvie Castle as well as the 
‘proliferation of wind turbines in this area’. Although the objections were 
heard by the planning councillors, they decided to approve the application. 
In the planning stages Historic Scotland stated that although the wind 
turbines would have ‘some impact on the setting of both of these 
nationally important heritage assets [Fyvie Castle and its associated Garden 
and Designed Landscape], we are content that these are unlikely to be 
significant for our interests’. This is largely because ‘the assessment 
considers the key views from the castle itself to be unaffected, and 
identifies that views of the development will be largely screening by the 
planting which forms part of the designed landscape.’ 

The decision was supported by Stephen Archer, director of infrastructure 
services, who stated: ‘Turbines being visible from a settlement or a 
building of cultural importance are not reason in itself for refusal.’ 

 
 

Bellow,Wireline 
drawing of turbines 
from Fyvie Castle 
grounds 
©Green Cat 

Renewables 

The viewing plat- 
form at Inverness 
Castle 
© Highland Council 
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News in Wales 
 

City redevelopment in the shadow of Swansea Castle 
 

Swansea has received attention in recent years in a bid to regenerate parts 
of the city. As part of the ‘Vibrant and Viable Places Framework’, (2014-
17) it received £11.7 million which helped develop housing and bring 
abandoned commercial buildings back into use.  
 
Attention is now being drawn to Castle Square where there are plans to 
develop the area. Ron Stewart, Swansea Council leader, said: ‘Castle 
Square has been looking tired for some time, people want something that 
adds vibrancy there, while introducing more greenery to recreate the 
charm of Castle 
Gardens… We want the 
square to play an 
important role at the 
heart of a regenerated, 
thriving city centre – a 
place where people can 
relax and watch the 
world go by over a 
coffee, a snack or an ice-
cream.’ 
 
There is currently a discussion on which of two designs will be used to 
transform this part of the city. Although the final decision needs to be 
made, either way the walls of Swansea Castle walls will provide the 
backdrop to the development.  

…………………………………… 
 

Castle News in Europe and the Rest of the World 
 

Unique Knife Found in Fortified settlement in Pasym, Poland  
 

Last year during excavations at the 
early medieval fortified settlement in 
Pasym (Warmian-Masurian Voivodeship, 
Poland), a small knife was discovered in 
a hearth of a residential building.  
 
This knife is particularly unusual 
because it contains two different sized 
blades, one being 42 mm and the other 27mm. The knife has been dated to 
the 8-9th century from the artefacts in its vicinity. Although no similar 
objects have been found in Poland, comparisons have been made to rotary 
knives from the period in the British Isles. The knife was possibly used by a 
scribe to create manuscripts, particularly as similar tools are included in 
miniatures; however the tool could have been used for other purposes as 
antler processing was found within the same building.  

An artist’s 
impression of one of 
the potential plans 

Castle Square 
Swansea. 

© Swansea Council 

The two bladed knife 
found in Pasym 

© S. Wadyl 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warmian-Masurian_Voivodeship
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Archaeological Discoveries at Teutonic Castle, Unisław  

 
In 2017 excavations started at Unisław castle, near Toruń (northern Poland) 
that was built on a slope overlooking the Vistula River valley 
 
The dig forms part of a larger research programme funded by a grant of the 
National Programme for the Development of Humanities ‘Castra Terrae 
Culmensis - on the edge of the Christian world’. Research is taking the 
form an interdisciplinary study of five Teutonic castles: Lipienek, Papowo 
Biskupie, Starogród, Unisław, and Zamek Bierzgłowski. 
 
The excavations at Unisław are being undertaken by archaeologists from 
Nicolaus Capernicus University following a non-invasive survey in April. 
Prior to the excavations, little was known about the castle as few pieces 
documentary evidence has survived. The fortress is first mentioned in the 
1280s. But the Teutonic knights may have been using the site before this 
date. The castle was used as a commander’s seat until 1326. It was 
captured and destroyed in the thirteen year war in the mid-15th century. It 
was later destroyed again during the 17th-century Polish-Swedish wars. 
 
Dr Bogusz Wasik, who was leading the excavation, said: ‘It consisted of the 
high castle and two wards. The high castle, the main part, was very small. 
It was only about 30 meters in length, which means it should be considered 
the smallest Teutonic 
castle in Chełmno Land 
[an historic region in 
kujawsko-pomorskie].’ 
 
Several phases of the 
castle were identified, 
including the later 14th-
century brick castle and 
a stone wall, but also 
the first phase of the 
castle which had been 
earth and timber.  
 
The excavations have revealed at least two buildings which were built on 
arcade foundations, suggesting that the builders were concerned about the 
stability of the ground. Alongside these buildings, were a small courtyard 
and an auxiliary building. Evidence of diet was found with a variety of 
bones, eggshells, and remains of fish. Alongside the everyday artefacts, 
military objects were also found, such as metal plates which may have 
come from plate armour. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Excavations on the 
Castle Hill in 

Unisław. © PAP/ 

Tytus Żmijewski 
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Restoration works in Turkey of Diyarbakir Fortress and 
Karaburç to Receive Restoration. 

 

 
In 2018 restoration of the south-eastern Turkish World Heritage Site 
‘Diyarbakir Fortress and Hevsel Gardens Cultural Landscape’ will start.  
 
The site became a World Heritage Site in 2015 after being on the tentative 
list in 2000. The fortified city is significant as it has been an important 
centre since the Hellenistic period through the Roman, Sassanid, 
Byzantine, Islamic and Ottoman times up to the present, traces of each 
still visible in the remains. Several elements make up the World Heritage 
Site including; the 3.6 mile long city walls which has 33 bastions, as well as 
many towers and gates; İçkale, the inner castle; and the Hevsel Gardens 
which are now home to a very wide range of wildlife. 

 
One of the main parts of 
the project will be to 
remove and cut down 
trees that are in close 
proximity to the walls, 
since they are not only 
damaging the fortifications 
but also the foliage totally 
blocks sections of the wall 
when the trees are in full 
leaf. Just under 350 trees 
which are within four metres of the bastions will be removed from the 
area. 

 
There are several elements of the work that will go the beyond solely 
clearing the very large site of vegetation. There will be 12 spots where 
visitors will be able to take photos of the walls and bastions. In addition 
paths for pedestrians and bikers will be constructed.  

Cemil Koc, Head of Diyarbakir Fortress and Hevsel Gardens Cultural 
Landscape, has said that the plans are also to light the walls, ‘Once the 
works are done, the walls will be seen not only in the morning, but also at 
night.’ 

Above: The 
fortified city of 

Diyarbakir . 
© Diyarbakır 
Metropolitan 

Municipality 

A section of the 
overgrown walls of 

Diyarbakir. 

 © Ozgur Ayaydin  
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Karaburç Castle and acropolis in 
Izmet will also receive 
restoration following a 5 million 
Lira (£900,000) grant the Culture 
and Tourism Ministry of the Izmit 
Munipality. 
 
The Karaburç, within its 
structure, contains elements of 
many different civilizations; 
Roman, Byzantium and Ottoman. 
The inner walls were built in the 
12th century, the outer in the 
first half of the 13th century and the site was the acropolis of ancient 
Nicodemia, now known as Izmit. 
 
The project will follow a large number of other restorations within the city 
with over 30 million lira being spent on 71 historic structures within the 
city.  

 
…………………………………… 

 
Crowd funding attempt at saving Château de la Mothe-

Chandenier, France. 
 

On Christmas day 2017 a crowd funding attempt came to a close in a bid to 
restore a 13th- century chateau at Les Trois-Moutiers, 200 miles south of 
Paris. Château de la Mothe-Chandenier is currently in a very poor state of 
repair with mature trees becoming established within the ruins. 
 
The oldest part of the building 
dates to the early 13th 
century, which was built by 
the Bauçay family. Since then 
the castle has had a 
tumultuous life. It was taken 
twice by English invaders, 
then ransacked and severely 
damaged during the French 
Revolution. In 1809 François 
Hennecart an entrepreneur 
took control of the site 
making extensive repairs as 
well as installing vineyards. 
Later, it was the venue of the 
lavish parties of Baron Edgard 
Lejeune. It all came to an end 
in 1932 when a fire took hold 
from a newly installed central heating system, destroying much of its 
structure and contents, leaving it an empty shell.  

Château de la 
Mothe-Chandenier 

in its current 
state. 

© Jean-Luc Brunet 

Part of the walls of 
Karaburç 

© Ozgur Ayaydin 
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In 1981, it was purchased by Marc Deyemer, a retired maths teacher, who 
tried to put forward several projects to save the castle but failed. As a last 
attempt he, and some of the residents of the out-buildings of the castle, 
started the crowdfunding attempt to create funds for its restoration. 

Those who wished to bid were asked to contribute at least €50 each - or 
€51 should they also wish to be shareholders in the company that will run 
the restoration. Organising the crowdfunding was ‘Dartagnans’ a website 
who is ‘dedicated to the promotion of our cultural heritage’.  

The aim was to raise €500,000, but in fact the end figure stood at 
€1,619,429 was collected 323% higher. The 18,656 contributors came from 
115 different countries. This will allow the project to move on to the next 
stage. Dartagnans describes said, ‘Love of heritage has triumphed and the 
beautiful adventure is just beginning!’ There is a very long way to go but 
the prospects of the castle are looking more promising. 

…………………………………… 

Rebuilding of Nagoya Castle in Japan 

The current structure of Nagoya 
Castle, in Japan, is a modern 
concrete reconstruction. The 
original castle was begun in 1610 
on the orders of Tokugawa Ieyasu, 
the founder of the Tokugawa 
shogunate. In 1930 the structure, 
was designated a national treasure, 
but 15 years later it had been 
destroyed in an air raid during 
WWII. The castle was rebuilt in its 
present form in 1959. 
 

The vast majority of the original 
castles in Japan, which were primarily built of wood, have been lost 
through destruction; by war, both medieval and World War II, as well as 
natural phenomena such as lightning. In addition there was a decree in 
1871 which stated that each region of the country could only retain one 
castle. As this is the case very few timber castles survive, but several have 
been reconstructed in modern materials including Nagoya Castle.  
 

In Spring 2017, it was announced that 
the concrete five-storey castle was 
going to be pulled down and a wooden 
structure, which would follow as close 
as possible to the original design, 
would be built in its place. The 
Nagoya Municipal Assembly has 
approved a budget of ¥1 billion (£6.6 
million) for the project. 
Katsuyuki Nakano, head of Nagoya 
Castle General Office, stated that ‘We want to restore the keep very, very 
faithfully. We are restoring it to how it was in the Edo Period [1603-1868]’. 

Nagoya Castle 

© Matcha 

The stairs within 
the present 

castle at Nagoya 
© Japan-

Guide.com 
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While the rebuilding of the castle will give visitors a better idea of what 
the castle would have looked like both externally and internally, it does 
cause some issues for visitors. The Aichi Disability Forum have placed a 
complaint as there will be no lift in the wooden castle; the current 
structure has one installed. The current plan is install chair-like 
apparatuses which could take visitors with mobility issues up and down the 
stairs of the five stories. Aichi Disability argue that this will exclude a 
number of wheelchair users. 
 

As the demolition of the current building is not expected to start until the 
March 2019 at the earliest, with the reconstruction to commence in 2022, 
it is feasible that the design may change. Takahi Kawamura, mayor for 
Nagoya, has stated that he keen to work with both private enterprises and 
educational research institutions to enable visitors with mobility issues to 
be able to enjoy the castle. 

…………………………………… 
 

Wind, Rain and Fire: castles and the 2017 weather.  
 

The weather reports of 2017 throughout the globe have regularly told of 
wind, rain, and snow, as well as drought. Inclement weather can mean that 
heritage sites have to close for health and safety reasons such as many 
sites in the UK at the end of 2017 and beginning of this year due to snow 
and winds. The weather has affected castles in other ways too. 
 

On the night of 22-23 November, following torrential rain, the fire service 
was called to help the town of Beaumaris as the moat of the castle started 
overflowing into the town along Castle Street. The fire service was in 
attendance for 14 hours pumping water way from the town. It is not the 
first time this has happened, since in 2015 the moat of Beaumaris 
threatened the town as a result of Storm Desmond.  
 

At the beginning of October, the UK was hit by strong winds which snapped 
the recently repaired flagpole of Edinburgh Castle leaving it dangling over 
the side of the Clock Square Tower.  
 

In July in Lakonia (Greece) a fire 
threatened the castle, along with 
other structures such as the 12th-
century church of Agia Sofia, 
which crown the Monemvasia Rock 
overlooking the walled town 
below. Fire fighters battled the 
flames of burning vegetation for 
many hours which were starting to 
burn within sections of the castle. 
The cause of the initial fire is not 
known; however, the dry summer 
certainly sped up the conflagration.  
 

Thankfully, although the three castles had to be closed for a short while 
after their respective incidents, none of the fortifications suffered major 
damage. If the weather does follow the current trend of becoming more 
extreme, this sort of incidents may become more common and damaging. 

Fire on Monemvasia 
Rock at the castle 

site. 
© Tasos Kokkinidis 
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CSG Study Day, Hornby Castle, North Yorkshire 
21 October 2017 

 
The fascinating history of 
Hornby Castle in Wensleydale, 
North Yorkshire, (not to be 
confused with the better known 
castle of Hornby in Lancashire) 
is being revealed in a long term 
project of research and 
archaeological excavation led 
by Erik Matthews and members 
of the Architectural and 
Archaeological Society of 
Durham and Northumberland. 
34 CSG members and guests 
assembled in the nearby village 
of Hackforth to hear 
presentations by Erik on the 
development of Hornby Castle from the 11th to the 15th century and a 
second lecture explaining how the medieval landscape around Hornby 
Castle was designed and managed, which included the adjacent Parish 
Church of St Mary. 
 
In the afternoon the group was led on a field visit around the various key 
locations relating to Hornby Castle where we were able to see for ourselves 
the landscape features such as the banked former medieval mere and 
surviving medieval park boundaries. After visiting the 15th- century castle 
on the hill top we walked downhill and through a wooded area to the site 
of a medieval moated manor house where the current archaeological 
excavations are taking place.  
 
Then, finally, we made a guided visit to St Mary’s Church which is so 
integral to the story of Hornby Castle, examining both the inside and out. 
Unfortunately as we were studying the exterior of the church, and in 
particular the possible pre-Conquest (Saxon) west tower and blocked west 
doorway, the rain descended and the group was hurriedly disbanded after a 
most interesting and enjoyable day. However, this meant that only a few 
die-hards stayed to see the final site of the day and this was the location of 
the deserted medieval village of Hornby that lies in what are now grazing 
fields to the west of the church and the moated site, probably abandoned 
in the 14th or 15th century. There is no longer a village of Hornby, the name 
being preserved by the castle and the church. 
 
The early medieval history of the high status castle at Hornby is being 
brought to light thanks to a wide ranging and quite remarkable series of 
finds that have been excavated on the moated manor adjacent to the 
church, which it appears, was in use concurrently with the fortified castle 
site sited on the hill top above. Finds from the excavation have included 
architectural and structural artefacts that can help with the dating of the 
various phases, along with items such as surgical implements, wooden 
water pipes, gaming pieces and domestic objects such as a glass linen 

Erik Matthews 
explaining to the 
group what has 
been discovered 
from the latest 
archaeological 
trench at 
Hornby. 

© P.A. Burton 
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smoother. Many of the items found were shown as slides and some of the 
pottery sherds were brought in for the group to handle and examine. 
 
Finds from the moated complex include pre-Conquest pottery fragments 
and a walrus ivory handle dating to c.900AD, suggesting a very early 
foundation. The adjacent St Mary’s Church contains some pre-Conquest 
elements, especially the west tower, and there is likely to be an 
association between church and the manorial site.  
 
A charter of 1115AD concerns hunting rights to take animals from the park 
and fish from the Great Mere and the moat around the ‘house’ at Hornby. 
It seems the manor house was retained as a residence, sometimes in 
separate ownership to the main castle building, until the early 14th century 
when Sir John Neville converted the site into a ‘pleasaunce’ which was 
associated with the main castle. Archaeological finds and occupation levels 
discovered to date point to a period of very high status entertainment and 
living during the mid-14th century and again from 1393 onwards when the 
site became the property of the Conyers family.  
 
From the evidence so far collected, it is conjectured that the house 
platform was surrounded by an 8 metre wide moat with a probable 
entrance with gatehouse and bridge at the eastern end. The western end 
of the platform contained the hall and two storey chamber block and 
service rooms, kitchen etc. St Mary’s Church lies to the north. 
 
There has been a complete absence of any pottery finds from the 16th 
century onwards, but from around the end of the 15th and beginning of the 
16th there have been found large assemblages of military artefacts such as 
stone munitions, early handgun shot, military arrowheads and evidence of 
charred timbers and destruction levels. This all suggests some catastrophic 
event was visited on the moated complex at this time. 
 
17th and 18th-century evidence shows that the site was used as a moated 
garden, shown in a 1650 estate map. During the 1760s, Hornby estate was 
redesigned by Capability Brown and others and the site of the medieval 
pleasaunce became associated with a Banqueting House, a Rose Garden 
and various lakes and water features. The few masonry remains of the 
medieval buildings still surviving at this period were removed to be reused 
within later structures. 
 
The masonry castle on the hill top, still occupied and the subject of much 
rebuilding, demolition and landscaping throughout a long period right up to 
the 20th century, still retains the square tower and adjacent gateway 
dating from the 15th century. Other medieval architectural fragments can 
also be seen preserved within later walls and buildings around the castle 
site, but there is still much to learn concerning this, the most tangible, 
part of the Hornby Castle complex and its medieval history. 
 
Erik presented convincing theories of how Hornby Castle may have 
appeared in its landscape setting as originally designed. It would have 
presented a striking skyline of crenelated towers from certain key approach 
vantages, incorporating the church tower in the visual scheme. This latter 
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was raised in height in the mid-15th century by the addition of a bell 
chamber even though the associated village, and therefore parishioners, 
had been abandoned by this time, suggesting the heightening was related 
to the appearance of the tower.  Large banked and controlled expanses of 
water dominated the approach to Hornby and an extensive park pale, 
ditched and walled in stone, completed the ordered landscape setting. 
 
The study day provided a fascinating insight into the development of a high 
status medieval castle but also brought home to the group just how little 
was known about Hornby Castle before the current project. The amount of 
knowledge that can be gained from a detailed and long term research 
project, such as this one led by Erik Matthews, made an impression on the 
group and we all look forward to further revelations as the work continues 
and hopefully, at some future point, a detailed monograph bringing the 
history and development of Hornby Castle to a much wider audience. 
 
Peter A. Burton 
 
 
P 
 
 
 
 

  15th-century tower 
and gateway at 

Hornby Castle. The 
parapets have been 
rebuilt in modern 
times and some 

windows inserted. 
©P.A. Burton 

 



 

 

 
Castles and Vandalism 

 
In recent years there have been many examples of heritage sites falling 
victim to vandalism and theft. The most common type comes in the form of 
lead being stolen from church roofs, such as All Saints Church in Spetchley, 
St Peter’s Church in Andover (Hampshire) and St John the Divine Church in 
Elmswell (Suffolk): all three occurring in November 2017. It is not just 
churches that have suffered from damage as castles have also been 
vandalised as well.  
 
In July 2017, at Pevensey Castle a 
kissing gate was torn from its hinges 
and padlock was cut off on a gate. At 
Whittington Castle, in N. Shropshire, a 
bollard had been put up to stop people 
driving onto the site and performing 
‘doughnuts’ on the grass, but in early 
October the bollard had been ripped 
out and the stunts returned. Sue Ellis, 
Whittington Castle manager, said 
‘There is no cost to the damage on the 
grass as it will all grow back, but it is 
disappointing because it is a community run castle… We don't usually get 
criminal damage at the castle, we have the odd bench damaged but that is 
about it.’ 

 
In these two cases, the castles themselves were not directly damaged; 
however, there are several examples of where medieval fortifications 
were. Early 2017, stones had been pulled from the wall of Okehampton 
Castle and debris, such as bottles and litter, had been left on site. 
Repairing the damage was estimated to cost around £5,000. In June 2017, 
at Granard Motte (Co. Longford) a metre wide hole was dug into the motte. 
Gardaí, the Irish police, say that it was possibly as an attempt to steal 

artefacts from the 
site. In June 2017, a 
survey of the ruins of 
Wallingford Castle 
stated that repairs to 
the castle would cost 
around £500,000. 
Some of the damage 
at the site was caused 
in 2016 as a result of 
vandalism where some 
of the walls had been 
pushed over.  

 
 

In September 2017, part of Oswestry Castle was sprayed with paint. But it 
was not just the castle that was affected by vandalism, as at the same 
time there was an excavation taking place for the Oswestry Castle 

A hole dug into the 
motte at Granard 

Castle © RTI.ie 

The bollard at 
Whittington Castle 
after it had been 
ripped out of the 

ground 

© Shropshire Star 
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Research Project. A tent was slashed and had to be replaced. Roger Cooper 
who is leading the project said that  
"We do take all of the expensive equipment out at night, but it [the tent] 
was completely written off and we've had to buy another which is annoying 
because it is eating into money that could be used for excavation." 
 
Matt Bulford, area manager for English Heritage said ‘Anti-social behaviour 
… cost us many thousands of pounds each year, and  these funds could be 
much better spent protecting beautiful places… rather than picking up the 
bill for mindless vandalism.’ 
 
As a result of vandalism, in Leicester a ‘heritage squad’ has been formed. 
The group is formed of 6 police volunteers who regularly visit heritage sites 
and communicate with the owners on ways to prevent future damage. The 
pilot scheme is being run by Leicester Police in partnership with Historic 
England. Louise Brennan, East Midlands planning director for Historic 
England, said: “We are delighted that Leicestershire Police is committed to 
helping us to protect the historic environment. The new volunteer scheme 
sets an excellent example for other police services to follow.” 

 
Therron Welstead 

…………………………………… 
 

Sigginstown Castle: Grants and Research Update 
 

We are very grateful to the Castle Studies Group for funding our very first 
grant to date the wicker that exists in the tower. Thank you! With the 
grant monies we asked Catherine McLoughlin, of Stafford McLoughlin 
Archaeology, to extract two 
samples from the tower - one 
from the ceiling of the first 
floor vault and the second 
from an embrasure on the 
second floor. It was very 
interesting to look at these 
“twigs” and think that they 
were about 500 years old, 
when they looked like they 
could have been taken from 
the woods last year. 
 
We waited eagerly as the 
samples went through the process. First, for a species identification that 
provided the most surprise to everyone: Dr Ellen O’Carroll identified it as 
Ulex or Gorse. We knew the shrub, also known as furze, was versatile and 
used as a fuel source. The area does not have many trees due to the strong 
sea winds. We believe it is the first such to be found in a tower vault, 
which shows the resourcefulness of the locals. As a very thorny bush, it will 
be interesting to figure out how they stripped it clean in order to weave 
the supportive arches. We imagine leather gloves were part of the process! 
We will try and work with the plant more next year, and are inspired to 
have a workshop called ‘All Things Gorse’. 

Catherine McLoughlin 
taking a sample of 

the wicker from the 
vaulted ceiling at 

Sigginstown Castle. 
 
©Sigginstown castle 
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Next we waited for the actual dating, which was done at Queens University 
Belfast lab. The two samples came back with later dates than we had 
imagined: first sample from the first floor vault sample radio carbon age 
272 +/- 25 with a 95% (2 sigma) calibration of 1521-1578. The second 
sample from the 2nd floor embrasure radiocarbon age was 319 +/- 39  & 95% 
from 1471-1648.  
 
These results were provided to Dr Rory Sherlock, who may include them in 
his tower house-dating project, and generously refined the dates further by 
running them through the OxCal program using Bayesian analysis. These 
combined results indicate there is a 58.7% chance the tower-house dates to 
between 1521 and 1592, and a 36.7% chance the building dates to between 
1620 and 1656. 

 
Catherine notes that although there are references to Siggins and 
Sigginstown much earlier than these dates, few directly name Sigginstown 
Castle, and we do not know for certain when it was built. From a personal 
perspective it is interesting how we want the dates to be earlier, and think 
of pre-1500 as being more “medieval”, and post 1500 as being more 
“renaissance”.  This desire for earlier dates seems to be shared with the 
families whose heritage is linked to the castle, and also people’s view of 
what “Norman” or Anglo-Norman means.  The castle is on the Norman Way, 
an old route from the landing in Bannow Bay in 1169 to Wexford and a 
recent heritage trail (www.thenormanway.com). The Barony of Forth is 
certainly a very ancient place where descendants of the original Norman 
settlers have lived for hundreds of years.  
 
Unfortunately our preliminary research into the castle’s early periods has 
not provided much insight – the Down Survey detailed maps associated with 
the Tacumshin parish of Wexford do not exist (to our knowledge), nor any 
early sketches or drawings. From test pits done last year we know there 
are earlier foundations or perhaps a bawn wall underneath the attached 
17th- century house. The geophysical survey done this summer indicates 

A section of the carbon 
dating report of the 

wicker samples 

©Stafford McLoughlin 

http://www.thenormanway.com/
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some interesting archaeological features that may provide more insight 
into the earlier use of the land, even if the tower is 16th century. As we 
move towards planning permissions and renovation, we will need to do 
more test pits and archaeology and this may provide more data. We hope 
that we can involve some volunteers in future archaeology to learn more 
about life in this interesting and historical place.  Our journey continues… 
 
http://www.sigginstowncastle.com/tower-dating 
 
 Liz and Gordon Jones 

…………………………………… 

 

 

Another Tough Selection Process Awaits for Castle Studies Trust 
Grant Awards 

Our fifth round of grant applications has finished, and we have had a very 
impressive response with 13 applications from all parts of Britain, applying 
for a total of over £63,000. The applications include: Caldicot Castle; Dig 
It! 2017 Castles of South Scotland; Dunyvaig Castle; Keith Marischal House; 
Lathom Castle; Laughton-en-le-Morthen Castle; Loch Kinord, Castle Island; 
Old Bolingbroke Castle; Pembroke Castle; Ruthin Castle; Sheffield Castle, 
Skipton Castle, and Snodhill Castle.  

You can see a full list of the projects on the Trust’s blog page: 
http://castlestudiestrust.org/blog/ 

We will not have enough funds to support all the applications and it will 
still mean both our team of expert assessors and the trustees are going to 
have a tough, if interesting, time in assessing which projects we will 
select. 

The assessment and selection stage should be completed by March and thus 
will be able to let you know which projects we have awarded in the CSG’s 
spring newsletter. 

2016 Grant Awards 

Dinas Bran, Denbighshire, Wales – work has been completed, the results of 
the report can be seen on our website (www.castlestudiestrust.org). You 
can also see a short blog and video about the project here – 
http://castlestudiestrust.org/blog/2017/07/09/visiting-dinas-bran/ 

Lathom, Lancashire, England – analysis of castle masonry from the 
completely destroyed late 15th-century castle built by Thomas Stanley, 
Early of Derby. The analysis work and report has been completed and 
signed off by our expert assessor. The report should be available on our 
website shortly. 

http://www.sigginstowncastle.com/tower-dating
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Clifford, Herefordshire England – the work has been finished at the site. 
The report is still being finalised. 

Castle Pulverbatch Shropshire, England All geophysical and 
photogrammetric surveys of this motte and bailey castle which the CST 
grant was paying for has been carried out on the site. However, to further 
illuminate the findings from the initial research the applicant has 
successfully gained funding for a further ground penetrating radar survey 
which will took place in mid-January. 

Fotheringhay, Northampshire, 
England – all the aerial survey 
work has been completed, 
however, due to tough terrain 
not all the ground penetrating 
radar survey could be 
completed; The team will be 
finishing it off by the end of 
January with the report ready 
in the spring. 

In the meantime, if you have 
any questions about any of 
the projects we have funded 
this year or the Trust in 
general, please do not 
hesitate to contact Chair of 
Trustees Jeremy Cunnington 
at admin@castlestudiestrust.org. 

Jeremy Cunnington  

…………………………………… 

Rampart under Worcester Castle 500 years older than 
previously thought. 

Archaeologists from Worcester City Council have found that the Iron Age 
fort under the Worcester Castle is around 500 years older than previously 
thought.  
 
Due to a watching brief at The Kings School, which is now built on the site, 
a rampart was found and samples were taken that have been able to 
carbon date that area to 750-650BC. 
 
James Dinn, Archaeological Officer for Worcester City Council, said ‘We 
knew that Worcester had origins that went back before the Romans, but we 
hadn’t realised quite how far back… [the Iron Age date] ‘was a really 
tremendous surprise for us.’  

Aerial image of 
Fotheringhay Castle  

©CST 
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Lathom Castle Excavations 2017 

 
Research and archaeological excavations are being carried out at Lathom, 
near Ormskirk, Lancashire, to try to ascertain the form and function of 
what could possibly be one of the largest castles in England. No one is sure 
of the date of the earliest fortifications on the site, but we know that the 
medieval palace fortress home of Thomas Stanley, 1st Earl of Derby, was 
extensively remodelled during the post Bosworth years. 
 
This year’s excavations have revealed a complex sequence of events that 
occurred both before and after the slighting of the castle in 1645. 
 
So far, the research has identified a number of features associated with 
the castle, the former seat of the Earls of Derby. In addition, pottery, 
Tudor brick, glazed medieval floor tiles, and musket balls connected with 
the civil war siege have also been recovered. The team from the Lathom 
Castle Project, set up by NW Heritage, are being assisted by the Forces 
Archaeology and Heritage Association (FAHA), on this historic site. 
 
The project along with its archaeological objectives, is also designed to 
help in the recovery process of military veterans as well as giving back 
something to the local community. 
 
The veterans come from a variety of backgrounds including RAF, Army, 
Navy and Ex-MOD support staff who have seen service in Northern Ireland, 
Iraq, and Afghanistan. Suffering a variety of complex physical and mental 
health needs they have discovered that the process of engaging with 
heritage and archaeology projects in a controlled supportive environment 
helps deal with some of the issues they suffer with. Additionally, by 
working with local individuals they are re-engaging with the local civilians, 
and so dealing with the disconnection they have felt from their local 
community. 
 
The time they and their families spend on site is an amazing experience for 
all concerned, with the inherent and unique talents that veterans have 
gained from their military service transferred seamlessly into ensuring the 
smooth running of an archaeology project. 
 
Chris, who served 22 years in the Infantry said: ‘When I left the army, it 
felt like I had lost part of my family which resulted in a variety of issues 
which I struggled to deal with. Being on site with my fellow veterans has 
helped me reconnect not just with them but also to find an activity that 
engages my interest.’ 
 
However, it is not just the veterans that find it beneficial, volunteers from 
the local community find it a rewarding experience too. 
 
Mark, who has been involved in community archaeology for over 30 years, 
said: ‘ now have a totally different view on the wider importance of 
archaeology. I could see the positive effect of having both veterans and the 
local community working together with a common purpose. I can say this is 
one of the best community projects I have ever been involved in.’ 
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The Lathom Castle Project was set up to investigate the site of the palace 
fortress built by the Stanley family in 1496. The castle, known as the 
"Northern Court" had eighteen towers, and was surrounded by a wall six 
feet thick and a moat eight yards wide, its drawbridge defended by a 
gateway tower. In the centre of the site was a tall tower known as the 
Eagle Tower. 
The castle was also the location of two major sieges during the English Civil 
War which resulted in extensive siege works being built around the castle.  
 
Site director Paul Sherman sees community engagement as being 
fundamental in the research project and the ongoing care of heritage 
assets, whilst the field schools are overseen by Sgt. Diarmaid Walshe of the 
FAHA. By working together in this way the Lathom Castle Project team are 
carrying out research that will further the understanding of an important 
site that played a decisive role in English history whilst also providing 
multiple community and educational benefits to the area. 
 
For more information on the Lathom Castle Project: 
 
web: lathomcastle.online 
Facebook group: Lathom Castle 
Twitter: @lathom_castle 
 
Paul Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Military veterans 
and volunteers at 
one of the Lathom 
Castle excavations, 
August 2017 
© Paul. Johnson 
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Excluding the Minions, Opinion Piece by Philip Davis 
 

A while ago I was watching the 
delightful Minions film. This animated 
comedy is set in 1968 and features at one 
point a scene at the Tower of London. A 
price list is shown with an entry fee of £3 
for an adult and £1.50 for a child. I 
recognised this as erroneous since in 1968 
we still had 'real' (pre-decimal) money. 
Checking through my old guidebooks I 
discovered that in 1962 entry for an adult 
was one shilling with a further shilling to 
view the crown jewels; children were 
charge sixpence and sixpence. The 
anonymously authored guidebook, of 50+ 
pages itself, cost 2 shillings.  
 
Using the Bank of England UK inflation calculator the 2s. full adult 
admission of 1962 is equivalent to £1.96 in 2016 prices. The current 
Historic Royal Palaces admission prices to the Tower have a rather more 
complex scheme than the Ministry of Works used in the sixties but an adult 
ticket on the gate is £24.80. This represent a real terms increase in 
admission price of 1265%.  
The current official guidebook is £4.99 is a mere two and half time more 
expensive in real terms. Looking at a few other 1960s guides Conway Castle 
(as it was then spelt on the guidebook cover) had an adult admission of 1s. 
in 1961 and is now £8.95. (equivalent to £1.02 in 2016 - real term increase 
of 877%). Kenilworth Castle charged 1s. in 1967 for an adult and is 
currently asking £10.70. (=83p in 2016 - real term increase of 1289%)  
 
These castles were, of course, all in state care and are now in the care of 
state quangos. I’ve not been able to find similar details for privately or 
corporately managed castles although it is likely these charged similar 
prices and have undergone similar real term price increases. 
 
Considering my parents, who took their children to numerous castle sites in 
the 60s and 70s, one can see that castles and other Ministry of Works sites 
offered a reasonably inexpensive way for ordinary working families to 
entertain and educate their children. The major cost was not entry or 
parking but fuel for the motorbike and sidecar (2 adult and 3 kids! -
although they did quite soon get a car). Educational school visits may be a 
greater feature of modern castle use than was true 50 years ago, so many 
children might well experience a castle in an educational context. 
However, while the real term inflation of over 10 times in many cases has 
complex causes, a consequence may be the cutting off of heritage sites, as 
a family recreational resource, to a large section of the less wealthy in 
modern society.  
 
The value of heritage sites in producing a common sense of communal 
belonging is, arguably, vital to a harmonious society but it is unmeasurable 
and intangible. When considering the economic cost of preserving the 

Philip Davis outside 
Stokesay Castle 

during the 2016 CSG 
Conference 

© Debbie Klemperer 
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nations built heritage it is worth bearing in mind Oscar Wilde’s quip about 
those who know 'the price of everything and the value of nothing'. (I am 
aware that this somewhat cynical use of Wilde’s quip is ironic as the line 
itself, from the play Lady Windemere’s Fan, was Lord Darlington’s 
definition of a cynic).  
 

 

 
Ph.D. & M. Phil. Castle Research 

William Wyeth provisional Ph.D. abstract 

Scotland's Early Stone Castles, c.1050-c.1350, with special reference to 
the Earldom of Orkney and Lordship of Galloway. 

University of Stirling and Historic Environment Scotland (joint supervision). 

The historiography of Scottish castles was dominated, until the 1960s, by 
great works which defined the field for generations of historians and 
archaeologists. Since then several major excavations, intensive wide-
ranging fieldwork and, most recently, targeted topographic surveys have 
brought a new body of evidence to the discussion. Familiar themes, 
however, still dominate how they are understood: the dichotomy between 
‘native’ and ‘newcomer’, the debate over function and form, for example. 
This thesis brings to bear the new body of evidence alongside a specific 
focus on castles and their landscapes for the period of c.1050-c.1350. 

It begins, firstly, with an examination of the full body of castle sites and 
contemporary secular power centres, following the typology-oriented 
categorisation of sites by RCAHMS (now HES). Included in this are sites in 
the formal typology of crannogs, brochs and duns, which evidence suggests 
were occupied for some or all of the period under discussion. It bears out 
regional differences in underlying structure and distribution of lordship 
pre-dating the heyday of early stone castles in the 13th century in 
Scotland. It also testifies to an intensification of reoccupation of these 
sites within a similar time-span to the boom of castle-building in Scotland 
in the 12th to 13th centuries. 

There is a resultant impact on what might be expected from landscapes of 
lordship, borne out in the second section of the thesis, the regional 
studies. The first regional study examines the evidence for castles in the 
Earldom of Orkney, which conventional thinking suggests is home to 
Scotland’s earliest stone castle. Contemporary parallels are established 
with Norwegian and Swedish castles. Study of the landscape context 
suggests that the builders of castle sites in the 12th-century Earldom relied 
not on terrestrial, landed wealth but political authority and kinship with 
the comital family. Substantial wealth, derived from maritime 
exploitation, is also likely. 

The second regional study, of the Lordship of Galloway, looks at the 
emergence of stone castles there in connection to the political 
developments within the polity. Landscape assessment hints at a function 
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of castle sites in the Lordship in relation to transhumance practice. Study 
of the place-name context, useful in determining the status of farms, 
reveals the unparalleled linguistic and cultural complexity of south-west 
Scotland, with resultant impact on underlying structures of local lordship: 
castles here overlie a palimpsestic Anglian, Brittonic, Gaelic, Scandinavian 
and Scots linguistic settlement landscape. 

In the cases of Orkney and Galloway, trends are apparent which argue for a 
revision of how castles are believed to have emerged across Scotland. 
Though the history of Galloway and Orkney were different after c.1350, 
their early stone castles represent one way in which central authority, 
from competing sources, was formalised in medieval Scotland. 

…………………………………… 
 

Obituary, Ian Begg 
 

Ian Begg Architect born on June 23, 1925 - died on November 26, 2017, 
aged 92. 
 

Born in Kirkcaldy, where he was educated at the Fife town’s 
High School where he came under the influence of George 
Bain who is known for his work on Celtic Art. Bain’s 
inspiration stuck with Begg for the rest of his life. His 
subsequent studies at Edinburgh College of Art were 
interrupted by the Second World War. After flying training 
with the US Navy, he became a pilot with the Fleet Air Arm. 
 

After the war he was apprenticed with Harry Hubbard, of 
the Kirkcaldy architects Williamson and Hubbard, before joining Robert 
Hurd, of Neil and Hurd architects in Edinburgh in 1951. Hurd had moved 
north of the border from England two decades earlier and, according to 
Begg, was passionate about Scotland.   
 

On Hurd’s death in 1963, he became sole partner of the firm which merged 
a couple of years later with LA Rolland and Partners, where he stayed for 
the best part of 20 years. 
  

By 1984, he had set up his own firm, Ian Begg 
Architect, and had established an impressive 
reputation in his field. He described his restoration 
work on Aboyne Castle as perhaps the most 
enjoyable project but singled out saving Rossend 
Castle at Burntisland in Fife as the most important 
work that he was involved in, playing a major role in 
preventing its potential demolition. 
 

His work on the restoration, reconstruction and 
securing of many Scottish castles including: Aboyne, 
Muckrach, Law and Couston was recognised in 2013 
with the Nigel Tranter Memorial Award.   
 

In addition to his work on the Radisson Blu, which he conceded was far 
from popular with many architects, his portfolio included Glasgow’s St 

Ian Begg 
© Scottish Castles 

Association 

Ian Begg receiving 
the Nigel Tranter 
Memorial Award 

from Lord Steel of 
Aikwood 

© Scottish Castles 
association 
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Mungo Museum of Religious Life and Art, the Secret Garden at Edinburgh’s 
Witchery Restaurant and work on Hopetoun House, South Queensferry. 
 

He finally retired in December 2009 but retained a keen interest in 
contributing to his field, offering his unique take on the built environment. 
 

Kate Dann-Welstead 
 

…………………………………… 

Sheffield Castle Excavations and Research  

Sheffield City Council announced, in 2017, £786,000 would be available 
from its Capital Growth fund to start a major redevelopment of the 
Castlegate area of the city. As part of the larger scheme a major 
archaeological excavation would take place at the castle site. The area was 
formerly the Castle Market which closed in 2013 and demolished in early 
2015. Without the market, the area is cleared for a large wholescale 
excavation of the site, which is due to start in May this year. 

For a number of years, 
archaeologists from The 
University of Sheffield have 
been carrying out the first 
systematic study of finds 
from excavations at the site 
carried out in the 1920s and 
1950s. Some of the findings 
include the establishment 
that sherds of 11th and 12th-
century pottery were from 
Lincolnshire and research of 
discarded old shoes, 
presumably dumped by a cobbler, which had been found in the castle 
moat. 

As there are no 
contemporary drawings or 
plans of the castle, 
researchers have to use 
photographs taken in the 
1920s, some of the 
images show walls 6m 
high as well as many 
underground buildings. 
Alongside this there has 
been an analysis of the 
city’s street plan. John 
Moreland, professor of 

medieval archaeology and chair of the university group coordinating 
research of Castlegate, said ‘If you look at the layout of Sheffield now, you 
can see that the structure of some of the current roads reflect and respect 
the plan that was established for the castle.’ 

Excavations during 
the 1920s expose 
part of the castle 
gatehouse © 

Museums Sheffield 

Excavations during 
the 1950s expose 
part of the castle 
gatehouse © 
Museums Sheffield 
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The research and excavation not only forms part of the regeneration of the 
original centre of the city, it is also what is being used to drive it.  John 
Moreland said ‘This is great news for Sheffield, and for Sheffield Castle! I 
look forward to continuing our work with the City Council and with local 
community groups to show how the heritage of this important place can 
inspire its regeneration.’ Vanessa Toulmin, Director of City and Cultural 
Engagement at the University of Sheffield, also said that the funding will 
help ‘shed new light on the history of the area and help develop vibrant 
and creative visions for its future, which are crucial steps in the 
regeneration of the Castlegate Quarter of the city.’ 

 

Sheffield Castle was built adjacent to the River Don and River Sheaf in the 
late 11th or early 12th century. The castle was levelled in 1648 in the 
aftermath of the English Civil War. The castle’s remnants were buried by 
the 1960s market hall. Its most famous episode in its history was the 
imprisonment of Mary Queen of Scots prior to her execution in 1587. 

In other news… 
 

Visitors to Poenari Castle in Muntenia, Romania, are not often scared off by 
the associated stories of Vlad the Impalor or Dracula, but a protective 
mother bear and her 
three cubs has had 
much more success in 
instilling fear into 
tourists. So much so 
authorities have had to 
close the castle as the 
bear was threatening 
tourists whilst they 
were climbing the 
impressive 1,480 steps 
up to the ruin. 
 

Food being left by tourists is being blamed for attracting bears to the area. 
Permission has been given to capture the four bears and move them 
elsewhere.  
 

Around 6,000 brown bears live in Romania- up from 1,000 50 years ago– and 
can grow to a very large size females growing up to 200kg and males up to 
350kg. There have been calls previously to reduce the growing number of 
bears in the country.  

Poenari Castle 

© rolandia.eu 

Below Left, the site 
of the demolished 

Castle Market  
© BBC. 

 

Below Right, An 
artist’s impression 
how the Castlegate 
regeneration may 

look   
© Sheffield City 

Council 
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Castle Studies Group – Autumn One-Day Conference 
Saturday 13th October 2018  

Castle Studies: Current Research and the Future 
 
The purpose behind this one-day conference (10am-5pm) at the Society of 
Antiquaries of London is two-fold.  
 
First, one of the leading figures in castle studies since the 1950s has been Dr 
Derek Renn, author of Norman Castles in Britain (1969; 1973) and numerous 
papers and guidebooks. Dr Neil Guy, the CSG Editor, has been editing several 
essays for a Festschrift to honour Derek, and the CSG is pleased to be able to 
launch this collection in October. The volume, available at the conference, is 
entitled Castles: History, Archaeology, Landscape and Architecture.  
 
Second, speakers, including some contributors to the Festschrift, will be 
presenting short papers on current research, and it is hoped that at least one 
speaker will present thoughts on the directions which castle studies should be 
taking. To date, speakers include Brian Kerr, Neil Ludlow, Pamela Marshall and 
David Mercer.   
 
The cost will be £70, which will include refreshments and a light sandwich 
lunch. Cheques should be made out to Castle Studies Group and sent with the 
application form to Dr John R. Kenyon, 140 Fairwater Grove East, Llandaff, 
Cardiff CF5 2JW.  
 
The details for those wishing to pay by bank transfer are: 
RBS, 15 Foregate Street, Chester CH1 1HD 
account: Castle Studies Group. Sort code 16 16 14. Account number: 11351304 
It is essential that those paying by transfer use their name as an identifier in 
the reference field when making the payment.  
 
The day’s programme will be sent out at a later date.



 

 

 

Castle Studies Group – Autumn One-Day Conference 
Saturday 13th October 2018  

 
Castle Studies: Current Research and the Future 

 
To be held in the meeting room of the Society of Antiquaries of London, 

Burlington House, Piccadilly, London 
 

Application form 

 
Name: 
Address:  
 
 
 
Email:  
 
 
Telephone [home & mobile]:  
 
 
Payment (£70.00) by cheque / bank transfer [delete one]:  
 
 
Any dietary requirements re lunchtime sandwiches:  
 
Send this booking form to Dr John R. Kenyon, 140 Fairwater Grove East, Llandaff, 
Cardiff CF5 2JW.  
 
 

 
 


