THE CASTLE STUDIES GROUP

archaeology | architecture | history | landscape BULLETIN
VOLUME 9 ISSUE 1 SUMMER 2007

Ewyas Harold - Investigation results unveiled.
THE results of the Local Heritage Lottery Initiative funded Ewyas Harold Castle Project are to
be unveiled in a launch of a new
booklet and DVD of the survey
work.

the discovery of a large building
at the foot of the motte. This is
surrounded by an open area clear of buildings - and may
well be the main residence of
the lord. A similar feature can
be observed in the solar wing at
Clun Castle, although this has a
much larger footprint.

Ewyas Harold History
and Archaeology Group in conjunction with locally-based Archaeological Investigations Ltd
undertook the survey of the castle
and its surrounding landscape
last year.
The site is nationally
important, and is one of only
three castles believed to have
been constructed by the Normans
prior to the Conquest. In fact it
was one of two castles built by
Osbern Pentecost around 1046,
demolished in 1052, and rebuilt
after the Conquest by William Fitz-Osbern. It appears to
have been abandoned in the late 1400s and there are no
upstanding features other than the earthwork defences
now. Using various geophysical methods the layout of the
castle can, however, be remapped. Of particular interest is
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Another mystery that
the project has tried to tackle is
the location of the priory that
was moved to Ewyas Harold
around 1120 AD. The project
has provided some interesting
new ideas about the location and
evolution of this monastic site
that was suppressed in 1358AD.
For those interested in
finding out more about the site
there is a launch of a new booklet and DVD on Thursday, July 19 at St Michael's Church
Hall, Ewyas Harold at 6.30 pm. There will be a short talk,
DVD presentation, refreshments followed by the group's
AGM. Further information can be obtained at
www.archaeologists.tv. Illustration reproduced with thanks.

Lewes castle awarded £1m grant 11/02/07
isitors to an East Sussex castle and its associated
museum are to benefit from improvements to the
site thanks to a Heritage Lottery Fund grant. Facilities and displays at Lewes Castle and the Barbican
House Museum will be modernised with the
£985,000 award. Access to the castle will be improved by upgrading steps, paths and railings.
Chief executive John Manley said the
amount was probably "the biggest investment in
castle building in Lewes since the Norman Conquest". Work on the motte and bailey castle, which
was built by William de Warenne, a trusted supporter of William the Conqueror, began shortly after the
Norman invasion in 1066. However, it was not completed until 300 years later. The
Barbican House Museum houses the Sussex Archaeological Society's collections,
and charts the history of the county and its people from early beginnings to medieval
times. Planned improvements to the museum include increasing the range of tactile
and hands-on exhibits, and overhauling the model of Lewes Town.
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Stafford Castle renovation

Knaresborough Castle Conservation

Stafford Castle is undergoing a major renovation –
with work set to continue through the summer.

Harrogate Borough Council considers work on the castle.
The conservation work would cost more than £2.5m

Specialist stone masons are hard at work on the
landmark building on Castle Hill off the A518 Castle Bank.
New stone steps are being put in place and a new visitors’
entrance is being constructed at the front of the keep with
the entire west wing also in the process of being reconstructed.

Plans for conservation works costing over £2.5m to
maintain Knaresborough Castle have been drawn up by
Harrogate Borough Council. Along with work to safeguard
the ancient monument there are plans to extend and refit the
Castle Museum and improve access to the grounds. Before
any proposals reach fruition, funding must be secured for the
plans. Knaresborough Town Council, the Duchy of Lancaster and English Heritage would all be consulted about the
works.

Stafford Borough Council is paying for the refurbishment which is being carried out with the backing of
English Heritage. The masons from Stafford-based Sandy &
Co are using Hollington Stone from a quarry in Uttoxeter to
carry out the repairs as it is believed to be the original
material used.
The Normans built the first castle – a timber fortress – in 1100. It was extended over the years and a
massive stone keep was built on top of the motte in 1347
and in 1444. Humphrey Stafford was created Duke of Buckinghamshire and the castle reached its heyday. During the
17th Century the castle was abandoned and demolished.
It was eventually rebuilt on the original earthworks
in Gothic Revival Style in 1813, but it gradually fell into
ruin. In recent years the council has carried out extensive
archaeological work on the site and a host of important
material was unearthed. The impressive castle will form the
backdrop for this summer’s Shakespeare production of
Much Ado About Nothing.
Stafford Castle is open from Tuesdays to Sundays
from April to October, and Bank Holiday Mondays, from
10am to 5 pm. From November to March it is open Saturday
and Sunday only, from 10am to 4 pm. Admission is free
with the exception of some events. For further information
contact 01785 257698

Whittington Castle conserved at cost of
£1.5m
13th century Whittington Castle is ready to face the public
again after restoration/consolidation work costing £1.5m.
Whittington Castle now has an interactive education centre
and tea room, illustrated above, and access has also been
improved at the site. The work was carried out by the
Whittington Castle Preservation Trust with money from the
Heritage Lottery Fund and other groups. The castle was
officially opened by HRH the Duke of Gloucester on June
14th. English Heritage is among the groups who have provided financial help.
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Scaffolding goes up at Corfe castle

Sizergh Castle

The second stage of a conservation project on a 1,000-yearold castle has started in Dorset.

A medieval Cumbrian castle will be stripped to its roof
timbers in a bid to solve a long-term damp problem. Sizergh
Castle, near Kendal, where the Strickland family have lived
for more than 700 years, is to be renovated at a cost of
£1.3m.

Corfe Castle in Wareham is to be surrounded by 50
miles (80km) of scaffolding while conservators repair damaged stone work. The National Trust, which owns the castle,
has launched a campaign to raise £500,000 for the project.
Work has begun to build a 23-metre scaffolding
tower which will scale the East Wall of the Keep. The
National Trust said the masonry had been damaged by a
combination of warm, wet winters, and freezing temperatures. The mortar absorbed water in the wet weather which
then expanded during frosts, causing the mortar to crumble.
The second and final stage of the two-year project will
involve capping the top of the Keep walls with turf to protect
them from further weathering; repairing original plasterwork; pinning back loose sections of stonework, and rebedding and re-pointing various sections of the walls.
Pippa Russell, of The National Trust, said: "Due to
the specialist nature of the work, it is a time-consuming and
costly project. The admission fees will help contribute, but
we also need people to dig deep and donate to the appeal."
In the mean time, the elaborate scaffolding has become an
attraction in itself.

The famous Boston Ivy will be removed from the
building's 14th century Pele Tower during the English Heritage and National Trust project. Care will also be taken not
to disrupt the castle roof's bat population. The roofs of the
south and north wings will be re-covered, mainly in Westmorland Green Slate from a Cumbrian quarry, while the
central tower roof will be re-leaded. Parapets and gutters,
chimneystacks and steps will also be repaired using local
materials and traditional craft skills similar to those used
when the Grade I listed building was built. Margaret Reid,
National Trust house manager at Sizergh Castle, said:
"There's the satisfaction of knowing that we are working to
preserve the castle for future generations. But it's also exciting for staff, volunteers and visitors to learn more about the
nuts and bolts of the building. It's not every day that you
have the privilege of seeing a historic building stripped right
down to the roof timbers." Scaffolding will be erected and
plastic sheeting will protect the castle roof during the renovation work, which is due to be completed by autumn 2008.
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Westenhanger Castle - A decade of
castle repairs marked
A 14th Century castle in Kent is set to open to the public
for the first time after a 10-year conservation project by its
owners and English Heritage. Westenhanger Castle, located near Hythe, has had millions of pounds spent on renovating and restoring its walls, towers and manor house. The
Forge family, who bought the castle buildings in 1996,
received £1.5m of English Heritage funding for the works.
Money raised by public openings will go back into the
ongoing conservation.
Westenhanger has historic royal links with Henry
VIII and Elizabeth I, and at one point had 126 rooms. But
by 1997 the castle had suffered deterioration and decay,
and was in dire need of some care and attention. Its owner
Graham Forge said: "It is important that our heritage is
preserved and should be available to the public, and
through our conservation work we are moving towards a
time when the castle will earn its keep."
English Heritage's historic buildings expert, Peter
Kendall, added: "Westenhanger was Kent's great forgotten
country house. "It has been a pleasure... to transform it
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from a decaying ruin into a site that can be visited and
enjoyed." Work already carried out has included wall repairs and refurbishment of Rosamund's Tower and Dovecote Tower. The next phase will see full restoration of a
16th Century barn and its rare hammer beam roof.
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Hopton Castle gets HLF Funding.
The Heritage Lottery Fund Committee for the West Midlands meeting on 5 December 2006 awarded: Hopton Castle
Conservation and Interpretation; HG-06-00478/1 (CWM
2006 (4) 8).
1. Stage one pass of £880,000
2. Award development funding of £46,000

Egremont Castle - A grand plan to
bring castle ruins to life.

Hopton Castle Preservation Trust sought funding to purchase Hopton Castle and grounds from a private owner.
Interpretation materials would be provided, and a website
created. Physical access would become possible for the first
time in over 50 years. A footpath and a small parking area
would be created. The building, situated near Craven Arms
in Shropshire, was Grade I listed and a Scheduled Ancient
Monument on English Heritage’s Buildings at Risk Register.
The Committee awarded a stage one pass of £880,000 (82%
of eligible costs) and development funding of £46,000.
(73%).

THE eyes of some of the country’s top architects could be
turning to Egremont with the launch today of a national
design competition. First class designers are being invited to
create an innovative and contemporary structure to go inside
historic Egremont Castle to improve the site as a venue for
live events. The competition, running to next Friday (June
2007), is being launched during Architecture Week, by the
Royal Institute of British Architects, as part of plans being
put forward by the Egremont Regeneration Partnership to
help revitalise the town.
Ann-Marie Cowperthwaite, project manager for
West Lakes Renaissance which is one of the partnership’s
funders, said: “We hope that holding a national competition
will attract considerable attention to the project, and result
in some really innovative and unique designs. We want the
winning design to be one which will capture the public’s
imagination, and help attract further funding, so we can
optimise the potential of this wonderful venue, right in the
heart of Egremont.”

Elizabethan Garden at Kenilworth.
Work on the recreation of the lost garden at Kenilworth
Castle will begin later this summer (subject to planning
permission). English Heritage has spent the last two years
carrying out a programme of detailed research, including
two seasons of archaeological investigation. It will cost £1.9
million to recreate the garden, and EH been been generously
supported by the Wolfson Foundation. They need £400,000
to complete the reconstruction.
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Strange features found at Bodiam
Archaeologists have been investigating some unusual building features found inside Bodiam Castle. Earth was being
cleared in the Great Hall ruins when stonework was found,
including clay tiles and rubble. Some ruins may date from
the time the castle was semi-demolished but a wall and a
circular feature are a mystery. County Archaeologist Casper
Johnson and experts from the National Trust are racing to
log the find before the floor area is covered with a gravel
base. Until recently, grass had covered the floor of the 14th
Century dining hall but scaffolding used to make repairs to
the hall's huge window had churned up the area. The
National Trust decided to mark out the floor area with
gravel, and a layer of topsoil was being dug away in preparation when they struck stone on Friday. The castle's staff
believe the rubble and tiles probably date back to the day it
was "slighted" by Cromwell's troops. The wall and the
mysterious circular feature could be either an 18th Century
gardener's cottage or even part of the original medieval hall.

Massive Aerofilms photo archive
‘saved’
An historic archive of 800,000 aerial photos of Britain has
been bought for the nation, paving the way for the images to
be enjoyed by the public. Housing many 'fragile prints and
negatives' the Aerofilms Historic Collection was bought for
an undisclosed amount by English Heritage and its partners
in Wales and Scotland. The pictures document changing
Britain from 1919 until recent years. One of the pictures, for
example, shows St Paul's Cathedral in 1950, ‘still clearly
showing the effects of wartime bombing’, said an English
Heritage spokesman.

Chiddingstone - The £2m nude hidden in the king's bedroom
A masterpiece from Chiddingstone thought to depict a favourite
mistress of King Charles II is expected to make up to £2 million at
auction.
Portrait Of A Young Lady And Child As Venus And Cupid
by Sir Peter Lely, the finest painter of the Restoration and official
artist to the king, is being sold to
raise money to save a castle in
Kent. The mistress may be Nell
Gwyn but is more likely to be her predecessor, Barbara
Villiers, Countess of Castlemaine and Duchess of Cleveland. A description in an inventory of the period suggests

the painting was kept in a secret
panel in the royal bedchamber.
It is being sold by the
trustees of the Denys Eyre Bower
bequest to save Chiddingstone
Castle, near Tonbridge. It is one of
dozens of works representing
more than 300 years of British art
that can be seen at Christie's in
London from Monday, in what the
auction house is calling British Art
Week. The Lely is being sold in
an Old Master auction on 5 July, but the majority of works on
public view are being auctioned between 5 and 8 June. The
sales are expected to realise about £25 million in total.
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Left: Thornton Abbey - Exterior of Gatehouse . Right: Remains of original late medieval doors, reputedly burnt by Cromwell’s forces.

Thornton Abbey’s colossal gatehouse
re-opens.
June 30th marked the climax of a program of refurbishment and research, supported by Yorkshire Forward, as part of the South Humber Bank Heritage
Tourism Project. Following the Abbey’s re-opening
visitors now have a vastly improved picture of medieval life in the medieval abbey and a greater understanding of its later history.
Thornton Abbey was founded as a priory in 1139
by William le Gros, the Earl of Yorkshire, and raised to the
status of Abbey in 1148. It was a house for Augustinian or
black canons. These priests lived a communal life under the
Rule of St Augustine but also undertook pastoral duties
outside of the Abbey. Officers within the Abbey besides the
abbot and prior included a cellarer, bursar, chamberlain,
sacrist, kitchener and an infirmer. It is located close to the
small North Lincolnshire village of Thornton Curtis.

The main interest lies in the gatehouse which is
amongst the earliest large scale uses of brick in England. It
stands two storeys high and is structurally intact. There are
few windows in the building, and the internal dimensions
are cramped due to the thickness of the walls. The outside of
the building is adorned with three almost life-size statues
directly above the gate. A bridge over the moat adjoins the
gatehouse and is fortified with walls and garderobe.
Since the dissolution the site has been owned by
Henry Randes (the Bishop of Lincoln), Sir Robert Tyrwhitt
of Kettleby, Sir Vincent Skinner of Westminster, Sir Robert
Sutton, George Appleby and in 1816 Charles, the first Lord
Yarborough. In 1938 the fifth earl handed the care of the
Abbey remains to HM Office of Works. The site is currently
in the care of English Heritage and is now fully open to the
public.

The abbey was closed in 1539 by Henry VIII as
part of the dissolution. Thornton was a wealthy and prestigious house valued at the dissolution at the considerable sum
of £591 0s 2 ¾ d.
Architecture
The founding abbey building from the 12th century was
Romanesque in style, but nothing of it remains above
ground. The later abbey from the 13th /14th centuries was
built in Early Gothic style. Little remains of the building,
except for three walls of the chapter house and part of the
cloister, though the groundplan of the abbey is traced out.

Thornton Abbey - Gatehouse from the interior.
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Rochester Castle - Roman city wall
found by chance
Archaeologists who set out to put up a safety fence at
Rochester's medieval castle have unexpectedly uncovered a
Roman city wall. The team had "barely taken the turf off
when they unearthed a solid mass of stone masonry", Medway Council said.
Castle archaeologist Graham Keevill called it "a
very important discovery". He said: “We don't have many
Roman city walls surviving in England. To get an unexpected one like this is fantastic. It is also a perfect example.” He
said the wall had "high-quality" facing stones on each side,
and its rubble core, made up of stone, flint, sand, and gravel,
would have been poured in to set hard almost like concrete,
to bind the whole wall together.
Builders who came later in the 12th Century "knew
good masonry when they saw it" and used the 6ft-wide
(1.8m) Roman wall for the foundations of their medieval
castle keep, Mr Keevill said.
The pits will be re-covered to preserve the find,
and the safety fence will be realigned. The rubble-filled wall
is 6ft (1.8m) wide with high-quality stonework It is the
second time Mr Keevill has unexpectedly discovered Roman remains. At the Tower of London, he was part of the
team that found a city wall of Roman Londinium, that had
been re-used in the foundations of a medieval tower. "It's an
amazing coincidence," he said. The work under way at
Rochester Castle is part of a conservation project by Medway Council and English Heritage to repair the ramparts
and some stonework, fit new balustrades, and put up a new
safety fence.
According to the council, the Romans built their
fort next to the River Medway to guard the bridge carrying
their legions from Dover to London.

Edzell Castle: Renaissance carvings
mystery solved
The origins of intricate carvings which line the walled garden of a Scottish castle have finally been discovered, solving
centuries of mystery.
The 400-year-old Edzell Castle near Brechin attracts thousands of visitors. It was not known where the 14
carvings, depicting the Liberal arts on the south wall and
Cardinal Virtues on the west wall, had come from. But their
origins have now been revealed as those of Flemish Renaissance master - Maarten de Vos. English historian, Anthony
Wells-Cole, discovered the link to de Vos while he was
carrying out work in Amsterdam. De Vos apparently provided the inspiration to Edzell sculptor Johannes Salder. Mr
Wells-Cole described the moment he found the drawings in
Amsterdam as "a real Eureka moment". "It is a fascinating
and probably unique survival of a renaissance garden with
sculptured panels of different subjects," he said.
Bill Balfour, monument manager at Edzell Castle,
said: "It has been a privilege to be in the middle of such an
important discovery. "People don't realise. They ask questions about the renaissance in Europe ever coming to Scotland and you just have to walk through the gates at Edzell
and you're right in the middle of it.
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Oystermouth Castle A print of The Castle at Oystermouth inscribed 'Swansea:
Drawn, Engraved & Published by Baxter, June 1818'. A watercolour edition may
also be seen on the website, with a description taken from Thomas Baxter: the
Swansea years 1816 - 1819 by John O. Wilstead & Bernard Morris. This print was
given to the Royal Institution of South Wales in 1895 by John Richardson Francis,
eldest son of George Grant Francis, the Swansea antiquarian who undertook the
restoration of Oystermouth Castle during the 1840s.

Oystermouth Castle
FUNDING avenues are being explored for a plan to upgrade
Oystermouth Castle. Swansea Council has submitted a
£750k grant application to the Heritage Lottery Fund for a
contribution towards a project that would help conserve the
castle and provide new facilities there. The scheme would
see about £1.7 million spent at the castle and would include
work on the structure of its this important scheduled ancient
monument. Swansea Council has also set aside funds to
contribute to the works and Cadw has also offered in principle financial support. The project aims to enhance the visitor
experience at the castle and to improve access to the facility.
The proposal follows on from a period of public
consultation where the need was noted for Oystermouth
Castle to be an accessible and conserved facility that makes
the most of its educational and cultural potential. People
were able to make their views known by either completing
an online survey or calling into Oystermouth Library. Staff
at Swansea Council's Culture and Tourism Department were
also made available to receive feedback, suggestions and
queries.
Councillor Gerald Clement, is the Deputy Leader
of Swansea Council and its Cabinet Member for Recreation,
Culture and Tourism He said: "The Oystermouth Castle
project is an exciting scheme that's seeking to improve one
of Swansea's historical gems. It aims to provide a visitor
experience that will actively engage people through understanding, learning and enjoying the social and historical
relevance of one of the area's key the landmarks. The
scheme will provide a catalyst for engaging with the community to generate pride and interest in the castle”.
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Llantrisant castle to be ‘restored’ after 600 years
AFTER lying in ruins for 600 years the 13th century Llantrisant Castle is to be conserved by Rhondda Cynon Taf
Council and Cadw. Llantrisant Castle was a significant
fortress for the early Norman lords of Glamorgan and described as second only to Cardiff in military importance. No
excavation or restoration of the site has ever been undertaken since it fell into disuse in the early part of the 15th
century and 600 years on fears remain that unless a scheme
is carried out to consolidate the tower it will further deteriorate in the coming years.
The far-reaching project of two phases begins with
an initial investment with the main purpose of removing the
ivy from the remains of the Raven Tower, the completion of
a Conservation Management Plan, the clearance of any
vegetation from within the ringwork walls of the castle and
a Feasibility Study for a full archaeological dig on the site.
The Council intends to complete this first phase before the
end of 2007. This will mark the beginning of the first major
scheme ever undertaken on the site and once completed
further funding will be sought for the second phase of the
project, which will involve preserving the ruins of the
Raven’s Tower and ringwork walls, enhancement of visitor
interpretation at the site, and potentially a full archaeological dig of the site.
The castle has significant archaeological potential
as it has been largely undisturbed since the Middle Ages and
hopes are high that local volunteers will come forward and
assist in the initial clean-up of the site. Consultants Page &
Dean Ltd, who have had a long association with Llantrisant
spanning twenty years, have already been appointed to
oversee the project in close partnership with Cadw. When
completed the scheme will contribute towards the ongoing
regeneration of the town centre of Llantrisant as well as
protecting our heritage.
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The Grade I listed Gwrych castle in
Abergele will undergo a £6m restoration over three years.

Montgomery - new archaeological
dig starts at medieval castle.

A 19th Century castle in Conwy is to be turned into
a 90-bedroom five star hotel, its new owners say. Plans for
the castle include creating a world class health and beauty
spa. Yorkshire-based Clayton Hotels, which bought the
building for £850,000, says around 100 jobs will be created
at the hotel, which will include a health spa.

Archaeologists are hoping to shed more light on the origins
of a 13th Century castle in mid Wales. Historic monuments
agency Cadw has started a week-long dig at Montgomery
Castle to reveal more of its medieval entrance, known as the
gatehouse. Over the centuries earth has covered its lower
sections, but Cadw hopes to reveal the base of it.

The Gwrych Castle Preservation Trust, which is
advising, said the plans were "faithful" to the building's
history. Clayton Hotels bought the castle at auction in June
2006. The restoration and development project is subject to
planning permission and it is anticipated to take two to three
years to complete. Mark Baker from the Gwrych Castle
Preservation Trust said they had been advising on both
interior and exterior plans for the castle, which was built in
1819. "We hold the architectural drawings, photographs and
examples of what was there before and so have been working with the owners to come up with some excellent plans,"
he said. "They are remaining faithful to the building and I
think the plans will bring out the best in the castle."

Archaeologists have investigated the castle site for
decades, but this is the first dig since the mid 1980s. The
castle was built in about 1224 by Henry III. It later survived
attacks by Welsh noblemen Llywelyn ap Iorwerth in 1228,
and 1231, and by Dafydd ap Llywelyn in 1245.

Gwrych Castle had fallen into disrepair over the
course of 17 years after its previous owner did not develop
it despite initially unveiling plans to do so. Since closing to
the public in 1989, it had been vandalised and looted. Before
that, the building was open to the public and named 'The
Showpiece of Wales'.
The castle was also used to house 200 Jewish
refugees during World War II. During its life it has also
served as a training ground for boxer Randolph Turpin and
also provided the backdrop to the 1996 film Prince Valiant,
starring Edward Fox and Joanna Lumley. Kris Clayton,
chairman of Clayton Hotels said the castle was a "superb
example of romantic architecture". He said that the restoration would "breathe life back into the building".

It last saw action under the Herbert family during
the English Civil War, when it surrendered to the Parliamentarians in 1644. Five years later it was demolished, along
with a mansion built nearby.
Sian Rees, Cadw's inspector of ancient monuments
in the area, said the castle dated back to the 13th Century.
She said she hoped to find the foot of the gatehouse under
part of a demolished mansion built by the Herbert family.
Work to install a new footbridge to improve disabled access
is also being carried out.

Dinefwr Castle & Dryslwyn Castle .
Cadw, recently unveiled a new guidebook for the castles of
Dinefwr and Dryslwyn. This coincided with the broadcast of
a programme, as part of S4C’s Tywysogion series, on Rhys
ap Gruffydd, Lord Rhys (on Tuesday 20 February), who is
thought to have been responsible for commencing building
work at Dinefwr Castle. Dinefwr Castle also featured in
another S4C programme - Byd o Liw (World of Colour) broadcast the same week in the same week). In Byd O Liw
noted Welsh artists are asked to look at again at famous
paintings of Wales’s castles.
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Pembroke Town Walls, after Soulsby, The Towns of Medieval Wales.

Pembroke's town walls to be safeguarded for the future.
Sections in a poor state are to be repaired and protected in a
programme of work likely to last several years. The walls are
mediaeval in origin and, along with the Castle, part of the
town's rich heritage. For some time concern has been expressed about the state of parts of the walls by local conservation groups and residents. Now Pembrokeshire County
Council is to carry out tree clearance and consolidation
works on sections to safeguard them for posterity.
Councillor Huw George, Cabinet Member for the
Environment said Pembroke's town walls were an intrinsic
part of the rich history of the town and a major tourist
attraction. "At a time when the growth of tourism is so
important, any improvement to such a major attraction is
essential," he said. "It is also important to safeguard them for
the future."
The consolidation work follows the production of a
detailed report on the walls by Pembroke Design and Cambria Archaeology for the County Council. The document,
available to the public at the town hall and Pembroke Library, is considered a valuable asset in itself, as it is the first
complete and detailed survey of the town walls in modern
times. Even though they may not be the original mediaeval
walls, the majority are listed by Cadw, whilst the Castle and
towers have designated Ancient Monument status.
Most of the town walls are in private ownership, as
they form the boundary of properties to the north and south
of Main Street. There are however sections which have been
allowed to deteriorate to a point where they pose a threat to
public safety. Recently, a section of wall along the Commons Road has been cleared of self-seeded trees, which pose
a threat to the stability of the walls, and the bases of these
trees have been chemically treated to deter re-growth. When

the root systems have died off in around 18 months time, it
is hoped that, with the agreement of the wall owners, a
programme of repair and consolidation can be carried out
using lime mortars similar to those used in the walls' original
construction.
This coming winter, it is proposed to clear a large
area of old trees to the north of the former Baptist Chapel
and St Michael's Church and properties on the Eastback,
whose boundaries lie along the Mill Pond. The trees pose a
threat to the walls along the eastern end of the Mill Pond.
Once again, it is proposed to clear the trees and weeds, so
that at a later date affected sections can be dismantled where
tree stumps need to be removed and then re-built, while
other sections can be conserved and consolidated. All work
will be carried out subject to private sector owner consent
and available funding.

J M W Turner, Pembroke Castle: Clearing up of a Thunderstorm, 1806,
watercolour, University of Toronto Art Collection, gift of Mrs Augustine
Fitzgerald, 1932.
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Diary Dates

Diary Dates

The 2008 Annual CSG Conference: Castles
of Monmouthshire

The Impact of the Edwardian Castles in
Wales

The Hill, Abergavenny.

7-9 SEPTEMBER 2007

Provisional Programme:

Hosts: University of Wales, Bangor, Cadw and the
Castle Studies Group

Thursday 3rd April:Afternoon: Registration/welcome
Evening: Lecture:

Sunday 6th April: Chepstow.

The 700th anniversary of Edward I’s death will be a good
opportunity to review recent research into his ring of great
castles and towns around the coast of north Wales. The
conference will not only look at the political context for the
building of the castles, their design and use, but also the
impact they had on the Welsh people and their landscape.
Their visual and poetic legacy will be explored and their
legacy as places of power and ceremony will be celebrated.

Approximate costs will be similar to Edinburgh..

Confirmed speakers include:

Friday 4th April: Whole-day excursion. White, Skenfrith and
Grosmont Castles; Tretower Court and Castle
Evening: Lecture:
Saturday 5th April: Raglan, Usk, Llangibby and Caldicot Castles
Evening:: AGM.

Announcements
·

·

The Castles Studies Group are pleased to announce
that the following members have been elected fellows of the Society of Antiquaries of London: Dr.
Pamela Marshall FSA; Dr. Jeremy Ashbee FSA
At the last CSG AGM in Edinburgh, it was reluctantly agreed that because of some substantial increases
in overseas postal mailing costs, the annual subscription had to increase to keep pace. From January first,
2008, Overseas subscriptions (Eire, mainland Europe and International) would be set at £21.00. Members are also reminded that subscriptions are always
due on January 1st of each year irrespective of the
date of the arrival of the Journal.

·

Members should find two ‘Special Offer’ flyers in
the mailing. One from the Architectural and Archaeological Society of Durham and Northumberland,
promoting David Austin’s ‘Acts of Perception, A
study of Barnard Castle in Teesdale’ and the other
from Boydell and Brewer, a new publication: Edward III’s Round Table at Windsor, by Julian
Munby, Richard Barber and Richard Brown.

·

The Castle Studies Group are looking for a member
to take over the editorship of the Summer Bulletin
starting with the next edition a year from now - July
2008. It involves compiling the Bulletin news and
other timely information for members and arranging
for the annual Bibliography to be typeset, printed
and mailed together with the Bulletin and any flyers.
Ideally the volunteer should be able to work with
Serif PagePlus or Microsoft Publisher, have broadband, the ability to produce PDF files and facilities
to handle the UK / European and International postage. Interest should be directed to the CSG Editor,
Neil Guy, at the email and contact address shown
below.

Michael Prestwich, Huw Pryce, Lawrence Butler, David
Longley, Keith Lilley, Nicola Coldstream, Rick Turner,
Jeremy Ashbee, Peter Brears, Pamela Marshall, Abigail
Wheatley, Dylan Foster-Evans, John Kenyon, Marc Morris Chris Tabraham, John Goodall and Robert Liddiard.
Excursions will include:
Dolbadarn, Beaumaris, Conwy and Caernarfon Castles.
A booking form and full Conference Program are available from the Cadw website under the ‘Events’ page:
www.cadw.wales.gov.uk/default.asp?id=270&navId=7&parentId=7

CSG Research & Conference Grants.
Small Projects Fund:
At the 2004 AGM a proposal was carried to support limited funding each
year for castle-related research and excavation undertaken by CSG
members. Members are invited to send in proposals, which will be
reviewed by the Funding Committee, consisting of Pamela Marshall,
Richard Eales and Peter Purton. Grants totaling £500 will be available
each year. Applications will be considered on their merits and any
funding will be granted on a one-off basis. Application should be made
by letter to the Secretary and should arrive no later than October 31st for
projects in the following year. Decisions will be agreed by January 31st
of each year. Successful applicants will be expected to submit a report
on completion of the work, which may be published in the CSG Bulletin.
Student Conference Support:
Undergraduate and postgraduate students who are writing a dissertation
or thesis on a castle-related subject may apply to attend the Annual
Conference at half cost. The Conference normally takes place in the
Spring during University vacation. Application, outlining the theme of
the dissertation, should be made by letter to the Secretary and should
arrive no later than October 31 2007 for 2008 conference. The successful
applicant will be expected to submit a short report and they will be
encouraged to join the Group. University tutors are asked to draw this
scheme to the attention of their students.
For further information see the CSG web page at:
www.castlestudiesgroup.org.uk/page4.html. Email the Secretary at:
secretary@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk
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