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lthough publicly funded castle archaeology is going through a very difficult
time during this current recession, with many local authority archaeological
units facing cuts and even closure, the number of privately funded excavations
in the UK and throughout Europe continues to grow. Some of these studies are
financed from University research grants, some from landowners on whose
land a castle site is situated and increasingly, from charitable trusts and local
communities wishing to preserve their historic sites. We hear about several of
these excavations taking place over this year’s summer period in the pages of
the CSG Bulletin.
Members will have received the first of the new format castle studies
Bibliography produced by Gillian Eadie. Gillian obtained her doctorate in
castle studies working on Irish tower houses and currently works professionally
as an archaeologist and historic buildings specialist within one of the UK’s
foremost practices. The CSG Bibliography is an important and valuable source
of reference for castle scholars and has a history as long as the Castle Studies
Group itself. Started and established over a 25 year period by John Kenyon,
the reins have now been taken by Gillian who continues to keep abreast of all
new publications and, still supported by John, takes the CSG Bibliography into
a new era.
As always, contributions to the Bulletin are very welcome. Thanks to
those members and supporters who have provided content for this edition.
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NEWS ENGLAND
Guildford Castle Gatehouse
Guildford Castle Arch
and adjoining museum.
This was the site
of Guildford castle
gatehouse.

D

erek Renn reports that repairs to the roof
of Guildford Museum has revealed a triple
chimney shaft going right up almost to ridge
height. The museum at Guildford is housed in a
building that incorporates the former gatehouse
of Guildford castle now known as Castle Arch. The
museum moved into this building in 1898.
The repairs to the roof were instigated
after a periodic maintenance inspection the
previous year revealed several splits and holes
to leadwork coverings on the museum roof.
Despite the lead having been replaced only 15
years ago staff were concerned that it showed
signs of premature failure and suggested further
investigation followed by remedial action.
In addition to the lead replacement works
a number of ancient timbers had to be repaired or
receive preserving treatments. Whilst the roof was
stripped it was discovered that air conditioning
plant had been built into the void and whilst
still live it had been redundant for many years. Their removal enabled a solution to be
designed for cross-ventilation to the roof void.
The main technical issues related to the lead work where corrosion had created
a white carbonate dust on the underside of the covering. This dust is highly toxic and
it was essential that it was prevented from being dispersed into the air, inhaled, or
ingested by persons within close proximity.
As Derek mentions, there’s a lot more of the castle gatehouse surviving than was
thought by most people.
Astley Castle, Warwickshire.

Astley Castle,
Warwickshire.
© The Landmark Trust

A

stley Castle has been the subject of
a restoration project on behalf of the
Landmark Trust and the scheme has been
shortlisted for the prestigious RIBA Stirling
prize 2013.
This sensitive scheme places the new
building at the heart of the old, demonstrating
creativity, preservation and conservation. In a
12th century fortified manor, further damaged
by fire in 1978, the architects have created a
new house that allows Landmark Trust guests to
experience life in a near thousand-year-old castle with distinctly 21st century mod cons.
Astley Castle demonstrates that working within sensitive historic contexts requires
far more than the specialist skills of the conservation architect: this is an important piece
of architecture, beautifully detailed and crafted. The decision to put the bedrooms and
bathrooms on the ground floor and the communal spaces above makes the experience of
the house very special as perhaps the most impressive spaces are the outdoor Tudor and
Jacobean ruins.
The winning scheme from a shortlist of six will be announced by the judging panel
at the end of September.
Astley Castle sits on a site originally owned by the Astley family in the 12th
century, in Nuneaton, north Warwickshire and can be rented for holiday lets. See the
Landmark Trust website for more details.
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Lincoln Castle
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Lincoln Castle. The
Observatory Tower
located on the south
curtain overlooking the
cathedral close.
The wall-walk will soon
be extended from this
tower across the east
gate, permitting a
complete circuit to be
made.

Lincoln Castle.
Excavations in
progress.
© Lincolnshire Echo.

rchaeologists have made fresh discoveries which are set to rewrite the history of
Lincoln Castle.
A team has dug three-and-a-half metres underneath the site of the future Magna
Carta visitor centre, due to open in April 2015 as part the £19.9m Lincoln Castle Revealed
project.
They have found fresh evidence of
11th century buildings from the first
phase of the original Lincoln Castle built
at the time of the Normans.
The team has also unearthed stone
foundations of two timber-framed
structures, possibly halls or kitchens,
believed to date from soon after the
Norman Conquest.
And the footings of a 13th century
medieval brew house or stables have
also been found after the three former
women’s prison exercise yards were
ripped up.
The discoveries come hard on the
heels of eight skeletons found inside a
church which pre-dates the castle.
Justin Garner-Lahire, from FAS
Heritage, said: “What we have are the
footings of a 13th century building,
which we think would have been a brew
house, stables or grain house, and the
late 11th century stone foundations of
two substantial timber-framed buildings
– we are talking halls or kitchens –
belonging to the first phase of the
Norman castle.
This is the first good look at the interior of the castle, apart from the excavation
of the West Gate in the 70s and 80s. All that we do know about Lincoln is being reevaluated by what we are now seeing.
We have evidence of people who lived in the city, the sites of buildings and how
the city changed through time.”
The Lincoln Castle Revealed project includes a heritage skills centre, refurbished
former men’s and women’s prisons open to the public and free admission to castle
grounds.
There will be a fully circular wall walk, with people able to walk the south wall
for the first time.
The newly refurbished south wall was briefly
opened to the public for a
week-end at the end of June
this year.
Following that weekend opening, access will be
in guided groups only, as
work on the castle permits.
For more information see www.lincolnshire.
gov.uk/historiclincoln
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NEWS SCOTLAND
The Excavation & Restoration of Mingary Castle

M

ingary Castle once dominated the northern end of the Sound of Mull. Built in the
mid to late 13th century, possibly by the MacDougals to control the northern end of
their Lordship of Lorn, it later became the seat of the chiefs of the MacIains, a sept of
the MacDonalds, the Lords of the Isles.
Mingary Castle from
the northeast, with the
Sound of Mull and Mull
beyond.

The courtyard with the
north range beyond.
This is sometimes
called the barracks
block, but it was built
c1700 as a home for
the Campbell owners
and incorporates
a mediaeval hall.
Archaeologists from
Addyman Archaeology
are excavating the
courtyard.

The castle’s design is distinctively west-coast Scottish. Its curtain walls, some as
much as 2.5m thick and 14m high, are built in an irregular hexagon to suit the site, on a
promontory near the village of Kilchoan on Ardnamurchan. It is features in these walls,
such as the lancet windows and the form of the original battlements, which support
a thirteenth century construction. Within the walls are three ranges, the oldest and
largest of which is the four-storey north range. While much of this dates from a 17th
century restoration, it is known that some of it may be an original mediaeval hall.
Abandoned in 1838, the interior stripped of everything that could be re-used,
the building became so unsafe that it has been closed to all access for some decades.
Forgotten, isolated, untouched, both curtain and interior walls remain in remarkably
good condition, leading chief archaeologist Tom Addyman of Addyman Archaeology to
describe it as, “The most intact thirteenth century castle in Scotland.”
The Mingary Castle Preservation and Restoration Trust was set up early in 2013 to
address the future of the castle. The Trust believes that, for this remote castle to survive,
it must earn an income which will enable a regime of continuous maintenance. Work
started on site in April
2013, and it is hoped
to have the building
stabilized and a schedule
of work, including a
full
archaeological
investigation
and
a
programme
of
conservation,
within
two years.
During June 2013, the
most pressing concern,
that the curtain walls
would collapse due to
outward movement of
the granophyre sill on
which they were built,
was addressed by extenPage 4

CASTLE STUDIES GROUP BULLETIN. September 2013.
Photo taken from the
top of the north range
looking down into the
courtyard. The east
range is at top left,
the west range to the
right, and the sea
gate at top centre.
Excavation of the
courtyard and ranges is
almost complete.

Mingary Castle Plan.

sive pinning of the
outer blocks. At the
same time, archaeologists from Addyman
Archaeology
commenced a thorough
investigation of the
interior of the building. This produced a
variety of artefacts,
the most important
of which were 17th
century
porcelain
and other household
items which confirmed that Campbells, the inhabitants
of the castle at that
time, lived a comfortable, lairdly life
despite the remoteness of their lands. Other significant finds, in this case from the
moat, were blocks of carved sandstone which came from around a doorway destroyed
in 1644 when Alasdair MacColla took the castle after a short but fierce siege of the Covenanter garrison.
As excavations come to an end, the archaeologists are turning their attention to
a detailed survey of the walls of
the castle. These are currently
being scaffolded to afford safe
access, a process which will also
enable archaeologists to gain
access to rooms built within
the northern curtain wall which
were blocked off in the c1700
renovation.
While the walls are
now safe from collapse, the
upper battlements remain in
an advanced state of decay.
Builders Ashley Thompson, who
specialize in such work, will
remove all loose masonry, repoint
the remaining walls, and restore
the battlements. The ultimate
use to which the building will be
put will depend on the raising
of finance, on Historic Scotland,
with whom the Trust has been
working closely, and on the local
planning authority, Highland
Council.
Donald Houston, a trustee of the Mingary Castle Preservation and Restoration Trust
and owner of the Ardnamurchan Estate, upon which the castle stands, is so passionate
about saving Mingary Castle that he has enabled the work to begin but, in order for it
to progress, an appeal is being launched to ensure that this great Scottish monument
is saved for future generations. Details appear on the Trust’s website at http://www.
mingarycastletrust.co.uk/
Jon Haylett
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The Reconstruction of the Keep in Rasnov Castle, Romania.

S

General photo of
Rasnov castle taken
from the outer bailey
looking towards the
eastern inner curtain
wall and towers.

ince I am part of a team of architects, archaeologists and engineers and my specialisation
is in the field of castle reconstruction and military history, I was asked to analyse all
available sources, graphical or written, to provide decent means of reconstruction to the
keep of Rasnov in the region of Transylvania, central Romania.
First I would like to clarify the term keep, being used here. It is not a keep in
the western European sense, like the Normans or French had, but it belongs to a more
modest military tradition – that of the Transylvanian Germans. The illustration below
shows the proposed evolution of the tower during the 14th, 15th and 16th centuries.
So the tower began its life in a more modest form and gained importance with the
transfer of power from the patrician families to the commune of Rasnov. We can easily
see here the different military traditions of the various phases of the tower. So if the
site of an early keep is not known or there was none, the 14th century castle presented
nothing more than a larger shell tower – a very progressive way of thinking for other than
a royal castle. Once patricians from the commune gained the upper hand they imposed
their own way of thinking and strengthened further the principal tower.

The modernisation of the castle has probably something to do with the Mongol
invasion of 1335 and during this phase the upper curtain was enriched with 4 external,
detached or ‘albarrana’ towers, which seem a novelty in these parts of Europe. There
are other detached towers in Transylvania too and all belong to the 14th century. Only
the Anjou dynasty could have brought those ideas from southern Europe. The purpose
of those elegant towers was to add flanking fire to the towerless curtains of the castle.
I mentioned those towers because they are clearly visible in the plan of the castle and
they remind us of the first phase of the keep, which began its life at the junction of the
upper and the lower curtains. So our tower was at first a shell tower, larger than the
others, built as a sort of keep replacement. Once the castle moved into the 15th century
and the need for dry space required towers to have roofs, the “keep” got it’s fourth wall
and the perimeter of the building was closed. The ruin presents a walled door nowadays
and one of the mid 19th century engravings shows the opposite door of the existing
walled one. These two or three doors gave access to some sort of breteche or hourd
running outside the keeps perimeter and gave protection to the vulnerable intersection
of the curtain wall with the tower.
Great Tower,
Rasnov. Suggested
reconstructions of
14th, 15th and 16th
centuries.
© Cristian Munteanu
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A'-A' propunere vedere desfasurata a fatadei exterioare sud a turnului nord estic perimetral inchis
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Reconstruction drawing
showing complete site
plan and development
phases from 13th-16th
centuries.
© Cristian Munteanu

Once the 16th century arrived our tower got a smaller attachment to the north
and even this new building was initially protected by an extension of that hoarding. Later
the hoarding disappeared and the doors were walled or transformed into embrasures for
arquebuses. Luckily the engravings show parts of the inner machicolated crown, so the
reconstruction brings alive a very impressive tower. Other elements like machicolated
murder holes appear symmetrically on the middle axis of that tower. The embrasures are
clearly intended for the use of fire weapons and generally the look of the 16th century
tower was very modern. This modernisation should be thought of together with the
events around the fall of the Hungarian kingdom in 1526. The proposed reconstruction
shows us also a peculiar form of roof type generally restrained to Eastern Europe and
graphically attested in all neighbouring fortified churches of the Brasov district. It is
nothing less than a roof-integrated fighting platform principally attested on keep and
gate towers.
This roof proposal is highly hypothetical and it can easily be removed except
there would be no other way for tourists to enjoy the wonderful sight offered by the
tower’s position.
Cristian Munteanu
Architect, Rasnov, Romania
cmunteanu67@yahoo.com
Editor’s Note.
The current survey of Rasnov castle is progressing as quickly as the limited funds will allow
and it is hoped a full archaeological investigation of the whole site can be conducted in
the not too distant future. Rasnov has traditionally been associated with the Order of
Teutonic Knights but the recent work on the castle is bringing some doubt to this theory.
The site plan shows the main inner enclosure with a double curtain wall in the
NW sector. It is believed the inner (thinner) wall is of the 13th century and was without
towers at this time. The possible detached external towers referred to in Cristian’s
article were added along this section of curtain in the early 14th century with an
additional (thicker) outer wall added later in the century encompassing the towers. The
phasing and structures at Rasnov are very complex and there is much work to do there.
PAB.
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Recent excavations at Bulbuente Castle, Spain.

A

Bulbuente Castle.
Aerial photo showing
location within village.
© Javier Romeo

Bulbuente Castle.
Facade of the palace
and tower.

Bulbuente Castle.
Excavation team
working inside the
tower.

Bulbuente Castle.
Great Tower.

team of archaeologists from Durham University have just completed a four week
excavation of the 12th century tower at Bulbuente Castle in Aragon in north eastern
Spain close to Zaragoza. The team of academic staff members and students was led by
Professor Chris Gerrard and Dr Alejandra Gutiérrez from the department of Archaeology
at Durham. They were invited to survey and excavate the site by the local community
who own the site and are in the process of conversion to a community facility.
Dr Gutiérrez in particular has a research interest
in this region of Spain and has produced a book
on the medieval fortresses of the area which is
available on-line.
The people of Bulbuente have taken a
very
keen
interest in the
excavations
of their castle
by
getting
involved to lend some hands-on support to the
archaeologists and have produced a blog on the castles
Facebook page to keep the local community up to date
with progress.
The great tower is the most visible survival
of the original castle, built here in the 12th century
following the conquest of the Muslims who occupied the
site previously, although the structure which stands most visibly today is of the 13-14th
centuries.
The tower is built of stone throughout and the lower courses may in fact be from
an even earlier construction on this site. Above the ground floor is the main first floor
chamber, barrel vaulted with a fine brick vaulting and providing access to the adjoining
palace building. Above this the second floor room appears to be a 14th century addition
to the tower. There are some 17th century graffiti in this room. A recently discovered
journal of a local antiquarian dating from 1934 has a sketch of the tower and this clearly
shows crenellations embedded in the wall at the top of the first floor level with the
continuing masonry above indicated these building phases.
The site was part of the lands owned by the monastery of Veruela and this castle
was known as the palace of the Abbots. The other castle structures have largely been
absorbed or replaced by later buildings in the 16th
and 17th century when the site was remodelled
in the Renaissance style.
The excavations within the tower have
revealed some of the structures earlier history
and remains of the original construction has been
discovered within
the fabric of the
later masonry. As
well as a close
examination of the tower, the group have excavated within
the palace courtyard where several earlier levels have been
exposed and recorded.
The archaeological team spent 2 weeks in July on
their excavations and were followed by a further Durham
group who will be recording the site in 3-D using laser
scanners and other survey tools to create a photogrammetric
survey. The Palace building itself will be fully recorded in
this way along with the tower and courtyard.
The community of Bulbuente await with interest the
outcome of these examinations of their castle-palace.
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Dig seeks to establish age of Swedish castle

A

Kalmar Castle,
Sweden.

rchaeologists are working to establish the age of Kalmar Castle in southern Sweden,
which has long been accepted to have been built in the 1100s but could be significantly
older, or younger. The archaeological dig has been facilitated by the renovation of kitchen
and restaurant areas at the castle and will continue for several days.
The supposed construction date of the 1100s is not based on archaeological study
and the new study hopes to reveal more of the history of the building which has held a
significant role in Swedish history.
One of the most important political events in Scandinavia occurred at Kalmar
Castle in 1397 with the formation of the Kalmar Union which brought Denmark, Norway
and Sweden under the joint rule of Queen Margaret I of Denmark.
During the Swedish rebellion of 1520 the castle was defended by Anna Eriksdotter
against the attacking Danes. The castle was later allowed to fall in disrepair but was
restored from 1856 in a process begun by the architect Fredrik Wilhelm Scholander.
The castle is now held open to the public and is a popular destination with its
breathtakingly beautiful location on the Småland coast.

The current archaeological study will publish all its findings on Facebook and
tours of the site have been offered to the public since July this year.
Yoros Castle, Istanbul, Turkey.

T

Yoros Castle, Istanbul.

he only Byzantine castle in Istanbul, Yoros Castle, is once again hosting archaeological
excavation teams this year. The team has asked to work in the lower castle part
within the military area and is seeking permission from officials.
It defended the entrance of the Bosphorus and functioned as a military barracks
in Ottoman times. Excavations that began in 2012 and could soon continue in a restricted
military zone pending approval from army officials.
“The lower part of the castle is within the borders of the military area, and military
housing complexes are there. We want to work
in this military area because the castle should be
handled as a whole,” said Professor Asnu Bilban
Yalçın, who is heading an excavation team of
30 people in collaboration with the Culture and
Tourism Ministry and Istanbul University. “The
Yoros Castle has historic importance. I believe
that we will find many things in the other part.
We demand officials give permission for us to
work there.”
Yalçın said excavations had started on
July 1 this year and that they would work for two months within the castle, which is on
the UNESCO World Heritage List. “We started working with an environmental cleaning. It
has taken so long. Then we will start archaeological works.”
She said they had unearthed underground structures from the Ottoman period,
objects used in daily life by soldiers, as well as stone and bronze cannon balls and
plates used to eat food. In this year’s excavations, they found a few coins that had been
delivered to the Istanbul Archaeology Museums, she added.
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CASTLE STUDIES TRUST
Castle Studies Trust: Looking for Projects to Fund

T

he Castle Studies Trust has now finalised its grant giving process and open to applications
from September 2013. Grants will complement that of traditional funding sources
and focus on sites and projects not funded or run by statutory bodies.
Students from the
University of Durham
excavting this summer
at Bulbuente Castle,
Spain. See page 8 for
more details.

It will award grants of initially up to
£5,000, to fund or support promising
and relevant work. Applications
will be assessed by a team of castle
experts, which so far include Jeremy
Ashbee, John Kenyon, Tom McNeil,
Richard Oram and Stuart Prior.

Do you have a research project on a castle for which you are seeking funding?
We are looking for interesting projects to fund along the following lines:

•

Is there a site you would liked surveyed, be it geophysically, architecturally,
topographically etc?

•

Are you seeking funding for scientific tests on objects/materials from a castle site?

•

Are there pieces of work such as reconstruction drawings which would help the public
understanding of a castle site?

Full details of the grant giving criteria as well as the application form can be found at
www.castlestudiestrust.org
If you would like further information or to discuss potential projects the Trust
could fund, please contact the chair of the trustees, Jeremy Cunnington at admin@
castlestudiestrust.org
The closing date on Friday 13 December 2013, with grants being awarded in
early 2014. The Trust will be willing to fund outright or in partnership with other
organisations research projects up to a maximum of £5,000.
Castle Rising, Norfolk.
The magnificent twelth
century great tower
with its ornamented
entrance building
is one of the many
Romanesque great
towers in England and
France subject to much
current research.

Donations are still welcome.
While we have raised over £10,000 so
far to start funding projects such as
these, much of that has come from one
off rather than regular donations.
This limits the amount of money
we will be able to give in initial grant so
we can guarantee we will have enough
funds to make grants in the following
years. If you are still able to make a
regular contribution it will help us plan
better financially and fund more castle
research projects.
Any help you are able to give, especially in the form of a regular donation,
would be invaluable. For the different ways to give please visit our website: www.
castlestudiestrust.org
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NEWS SCOTLAND
Selkirk Castle Community Archaeology Project

T

Panoramic photo of
the motte at Selkirk
Castle.

Preparing for laser
scanning of the site.
The Palladian mansion
of The Haining is in
close proximity to the
motte.

Context panoramic
photo of Selkirk Castle
and The Haining.

he motte and bailey castle at Peel Hill, Selkirk is an intriguing site. We know that by
AD 1119, an earthen and timber castle stood on what is probably a natural mound,
and this was rebuilt by Edward I in 1301-2 during the Wars of Independence. It fell to
the Scots almost immediately. By 1311 it was again in Edward’s hands, but by 1334 it
appears to have fallen out of use or disappeared. By the 18th century, the site had been
incorporated into the designed landscape surrounding the Georgian house and later the
Palladian mansion of The Haining.

Within this basic framework of facts are many unknowns: how the motte and
bailey castle and subsequent pele tower were built and used, how they related to the
medieval town of Selkirk, and how the development of the designed landscape may have
helped shape the site. There are also conservation management issues, with the trees
and shrubs – some of which are planted features of the designed landscape – possibly
having affected the buried archaeological
remains.
This project will bring together
volunteers from the Selkirk and wider
community with archaeologists to
investigate the site’s history and gather
information to address some of its
management needs.
An impressive team of volunteers
have been assembled and a Facebook
site created to keep the local community
updated on progress of the work. Much
background research and survey work on Selkirk Castle has already taken place in
preparation for the archaeological dig scheduled to take place over an eight day period
in October 2013.
The timetable looks like this:
16 and 23 May 2013 TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY
3 – 4 August 2013
DESK-BASED STUDY WORKSHOP
10 – 11 August 2013 WALKOVER SURVEY
23 - 30 October 2013 EXCAVATION
An archaeological excavation will take place over the course of eight days.
Several small trenches will be excavated on top of the motte, in the area of the bailey (or
outer enclosure) and at the location of the ditch to find out more about the preservation
and character of archaeological deposits and assess the effects of the vegetation on
them. Volunteers will work alongside professional archaeologists and learn techniques
of archaeological excavation, recording and interpretation, as well as give site tours to
visiting members of the public.
This project has been
sponsored and supported by
Scottish Historic Buildings
Trust; The Haining House,
Selkirk; Heritage Lottery
Fund
Scotland;
and
Northlight Heritage.
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Wind Farm proposals at Hermitage Castle

O

ne of Scotland’s most romantic castles could be blighted by a huge wind-farm
development. Last month, an application was submitted to Scottish Borders Council
by Windy Edge Wind Farm Limited for 17 398ft-high wind turbines, which would stand
beside Hermitage Castle in Roxburghshire. The 400-year-old Scheduled Monument,
managed by Historic Scotland, has a dramatic past- author George Macdonald Fraser
described it as ‘the guardhouse of the bloodiest valley in Britain’, and Mary, Queen of
Scots made a scandalous visit to her secret lover, the 4th Earl of Bothwell, there in 1566
after he was injured in battle.

Hermitage Castle,
Scottish Borders.

Hermitage Castle.
Detail of the fine,
decorative window
surround on the upper
floor of the 15th
century kitchen tower.
The well appointed
rooms within this tower
suggest they were the
private chambers of
the Earl.

To the south of the castle is the Langholm Estate, part of Buccleuch Estates,
which is lodging an objection. ‘To pollute the landscape backdrop of the castle with all
its power to evoke the history and heritage of the Scottish Borders would be nothing
short of vandalism,’ stresses The Duke of Buccleuch. His hydrocarbons and minerals
director, Mark Oddy, agrees: ‘This is one of the most important buildings of its kind in
Scotland, and our feeling is that this proposal will destroy its setting forever.
The landscape has changed very little for centuries, but the wind-farm development
is going to be visible from any vantage point.’ Langholm Moor is also designated a Special
Protection Area for hen harriers, whose flight path would be blocked by the turbines.
The Hermitage Action Group (www.hermitage-action-group.com) is also gearing
up. ‘The developers get three years to prepare their case; we only get a matter of
weeks,’ says chairman Malcolm McGregor. ‘But we can’t lie down and allow ourselves to
be flattened.
Wind-farm opponents welcome
the move, but, according to
John Constable of the Renewable
Energy Foundation, it’s not that
straightforward. Physical evidence
suggests that wind farms wear out
in as little as 10-15 years and need
to be replaced, meaning that the
total investment required to meet
targets and, consequently, the
cost per unit of wind-generated
energy, is much higher than initially
projected. ‘Developers are using
the land as a way of harvesting
subsidies,’ Dr Constable warns.
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Repairs to Pevensey Castle

L
Pevensey Castle,
Sussex. The much
reduced inner
gatehouse, located
within the magnificent
Roman walls that form
a complete circuit of
the site.

ong-awaited repair and maintenance to Pevensey Castle has been agreed by English
Heritage and welcomed by local councillors and MP.
Pevensey MP Greg Barker, joined local district and parish councillors at Pevensey
Castle recently to welcome the news. It comes after new government funding for English Heritage.
Greg, along with the Councillors Bill
Tooley, Lin Clark and Dianne Dear,
has been pressing English Heritage to
commit to essential maintenance and
repairs of the castle for nearly two
years.
Last week Baroness Andrews, chair
of English Heritage, wrote to Greg
to confirm that Pevensey Castle will
be included in the new programme
thanks to a one-off £80 million Government grant to English Heritage.
Mr Barker said, “I am really encouraged by the news from the Chair of
English Heritage that Pevensey Castle
will now receive the care and attention it needs.
“This castle is of huge significance
to our national heritage. I know that
Pevensey and Westham Parish Councillors, along with our local Wealden District Councillors and I have long been
pressing English Heritage to carry our
essential maintenance and preservation work to the castle and consider
ways of boosting visitor numbers to
this beautiful corner of East Sussex.”
English Heritage will also discuss
working with the community with parish councillors.
Sandal Castle, Yorkshire.

A

Sandal Castle.
© Van Rhijn Aerial
Photography Ltd.

major £100,00 conservation project to secure the future of historic Sandal Castle was
started in July this year.
The George Hyde legacy, which is managed by English Heritage, has allocated
more than £93,000 for the castle.
It will be spent on work
including installing steps down each
of the two moats, upgrading the
paths and new signage.
There will also be urgent
work to the Great Hall, costing more
than £15,000 and funded by not-forprofit company WREN. The work on
the Great Hall and on the steps will
begin this week once test patches of
mortar work have been approved by
English Heritage.
Page 13

CASTLE STUDIES GROUP BULLETIN. September 2013.

Sandal Castle
illustrated in 1561

Councillor David Dagger, Wakefield Council’s cabinet member with responsibility
for heritage, said: “We want to address immediate conservation issues with the Great
Hall and inner and outer moats.
The condition of the castle has deteriorated in recent years through
a combination of natural erosion,
misuse by a small number of visitors, and deliberate vandalism.
“We are keen to arrest this
deterioration, and to promote the
tourist and interpretative potential of the site to local, regional
and national audiences.
“I am confident that this exciting project will result in significant improvements
to one of the district’s finest historical sites. Having steps into each of the moats will
open up the site and make it much more accessible to visitors.”
Sandal Castle was first built in the 12th century by the De Warenne family during
the reign of Henry I. From the 14th century the castle passed into royal ownership and
is best known for its involvement in the Battle of Wakefield in 1460, when Richard Duke
of York was mortally injured and later died. The castle was then left mainly unoccupied
and was left to decay until it was once again used as a stronghold during the Civil War.
Remains of Stamford Castle sold at auction.

I

Remains of Stamford
Castle. This structure
is believed to be part
of the 14th century
Great Hall and was sold
at auction earlier this
year.

t is not unusual to see castles come up for sale from time to time but the recent auction of the remnants of Stamford castle, Lincolnshire, was noteworthy for its towncentre location.
Residents voiced their shock back in February as it emerged an important piece
of Stamford’s history was to be sold at auction that month.
The Grade II listed three arch structure on the corner of Bath Row and Castle
Dyke, which is all that remains of the former 14th century castle. It was advertised by
Leicester auctioneers Kal Sangra, with a guide price of £20,000 to £25,000.
The building is most probably the remains of the Great Hall and comprises outhouses with three splayed arches with the centre having an ancient iron studded door.
Chairman of the Stamford urban group Don Lambert said: “It is a historic part of
old Stamford and I want to know what it means to put it up for sale like this”.
“It is such an important part
of the town’s history this should
become a real priority. I feel
something needs to be done to
protect this historic piece of our
town’s history.”
Chairman of Stamford Civic
Society Gwyneth Gibbs said the
ancient monument is protected
by English Heritage but said: “The
civic society will be keeping a
strict eye on the situation to make
sure nothing is done with it.”
Stamford town councillor
Harrish Bisnauthsing said the owners should donate the ancient monument to be preserved as a heritage site.
It is believed the guide price was reached at auction although the only official
statement said the building was sold for an ‘undisclosed’ amount. Although residents
of Stamford wait to hear the eventual outcome of the new owners plans for the site, it
isn’t felt the building is facing imminent threat due to the listed building protect it carries.
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Medieval harness found at Caherduggan Castle, county Cork.

T

Caherduggan Castle.
Cleared site during
excavation works in
2011.
© Rubicon Heritage
Services

Caherduggan Castle.
‘leather belt’ as found.
© Rubicon Heritage
Services

Caherduggan castle,
near Doneraile, Co
Cork.
Horse harness
or peytrel after
conservation.
© Rubicon Heritage
Services

he 13th-14th century leather harness, which went around a horse’s chest and was
attached to the saddle, is covered in gilt, copper-alloy shields, and boasts heraldic
symbols.
It may have belonged to a medieval knight and is the only intact example ever
found in Britain or Ireland.
The treasure trove of artefacts includes scores of pieces uncovered around the
castle at Caherduggan, near
Doneraile, Co Cork.
The finds were made by
archaeological consultants Rubicon Heritage, commissioned by
Cork County Council.
The excavations were
completed in 2012 as part of a
project to remove a bend on the
main Mallow-Doneraile road but
it is only recently that the finds
have been fully examined.
Archaeologist
Damian
Shields stated that they had discovered a number of extremely
interesting finds, the most important of which came from a medieval water well.
Among the items found were a bone dice for gaming, a medieval woman’s shoe,
and one of the most important finds they had ever uncovered — the complete 13th/14th
century leather horse harness known as a peytrel.
“Post-excavation analysis has revealed
it is the only intact example ever found
in Britain or Ireland and it may have belonged to a medieval knight or one of
his retainers or retinue. It was certainly
belong to someone important in the
medieval period. This is a hugely significant find in Ireland.”
The heraldic shields also feature
symbols of a rampant lion on its hind
legs.
The archaeologists have contacted
the chief herald’s office to try to determine which herald it might be. The castle belonged at different periods to the Barry,
Roche and Grove families.
The excavations were carried out on an outer ditch of the
castle and the water well. Evidence of a fairly large, pre-historic settlement was also found,
including a marketplace at a cross
roads and a fort.
The artefacts were sent to
the National Museum.
Mr Shields said more excavation was needed at the castle.
“I would love to go back to have
another look at this site,” he said.
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Castle Studies Group Annual Conference, Northern Ireland.
Thursday 24th to Monday 28th April 2014
The annual conference of the CSG for 2014 will take place from Thursday 24th April to
Monday 28th April in Northern Ireland. The twenty years since the Group’s last visit to
the Province have seen research on the major castles (three out of the four largest are
undergoing excavation and /or restoration) and re-consideration of the lesser castles,
tower houses and mottes. The conference will be based at the Ramada Hotel situated
on the southern edge of Belfast and will have the following programme:
Thursday 24th April: Carrickfergus castle and introductory talks.
Friday 25th April: the castles of Co. Down. These are associated with the English
Earldom of Ulster and its successors: Dromore motte, Clough motte, Dundrum castle,
Downpatrick enclosure and unfinished motte, Audley’s tower house and bawn,
Strangford tower, Kilclief tower.
Saturday 26th April: castles of Co. Antrim. These are castles of the Gaelic lordships
and castles which are less well understood than those of County Down: Killyglen
motte, Carncastle tower, Ballygalley tower, Red Bay castle, Castle Carra, Bonamargy
Friary, Dunluce castle.
Sunday 27th April: castles of the Ulster Plantation, the latest programme of castle
building in the British Isles. Castle Caulfield, Enniskillen castle (pre- and postPlantation), Monea castle, Tully castle, Lisnaskea castle.
Monday 28th April: Depart
Members may attend in three categories: full (leaving on Monday); Three-day (leaving
on Sunday before the excursion); and non-residential. Further information will be
made available, along with registration details, in the annual Journal in December.
Dundrum Castle, Co.
Down. One of the sites
to be visited on the
2014 CSG conference in
Northern Ireland.
Photo. Dr Gillian Eadie.
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9 October 2013
Royal Archaeological Institute, London.
The 17th-century Great Tower
John Goodall
The Civil Wars of the 1640s inflicted one of the most radical transformations on
the architectural landscape in English history. Numerous castles and houses were
damaged or deliberately destroyed. The history of the castle in England did not end
at the Civil Wars; indeed it is not over today. Nevertheless, the modern history of
the castle is in many important respects totally different from that of its medieval
predecessor.
Lectures are held in the rooms of the Society of Antiquaries of London, Burlington
House, Piccadilly, London at 5 pm. preceded by tea at 4.30 pm.
Members are welcome to bring a guest to lectures. Non members are welcome to
attend lectures but should contact the Administrator in advance.

17th - 24th July 2014
Castles of Southern Poland
Members might be interested in a tour to Poland that Pamela Marshall, Chair of CSG,
is running next July (17th-24th) - ‘Southern Poland in the Middle Ages’. Based in
Krakow, it covers many castles in Little Poland and will be led by Robert Bubczyk,
who led the CSG tour to Castles of the Teutonic Knights in 2010. For more details see
www.realmsofgold.co.uk or email Pamela for a brochure.

MORE NEWS ENGLAND
Northampton Castle

Some of the
substantial remains
of Northampton
Castle before it was
demolished and
quarried in the 1860s

A

rchaeologists working at the site of Northampton’s new railway station have found
artefacts dating back to the 10th century.
Tim Upson Smith, the
supervising archaeologist on the
March-June dig at the station,
attended a recent meeting of the
Friends of Northampton Castle
and briefed members ahead of the
forthcoming report on the excavations. His talk created a vivid
picture of the site from the late
Anglo-Saxon period to the thirteenth century.
Just below the carpark tarmac surface were the remains of
the Victorian Railway Station cobbled yard; below that remains of
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Excavations underway
at the site of
Northampton Castle
under the railway
station carpark.

a twelfth century building in what would have been the castle’s outer bailey area; and
beneath the castle era remains evidence of late Saxon occupation. Tim described the
various finds and environment samples that are currently being analysed and dated.
It was exciting and pleasing to note that the original Victorian mapping of the
castle remains, made just before the area was levelled for the railway station, seems
to be spot on. This bodes well for
determining further digs in the area. 		
		
The dig confirmed that there
are castle remains just below the surface and it also furthered knowledge
on the earlier Saxon town.
		
Some of the finds from the
site, which was once home to Northampton Castle, include a medieval
silver penny and two Saxon oil lamps.
		
The remains of a building found during the early days of
the three month dig have also been
identified as a 12th century workshop
which would have stood in the grounds of the castle.
Andy Chapman from Northamptonshire Archaeology said: “These investigations
have added an exciting chapter to our understanding of Northampton’s history.
“It’s been a rare chance to learn more about Northampton Castle, as well as the
old Saxon town, which gradually grew into the Northampton of today.
“The findings have helped paint a picture of how people lived and worked over
1,000 years ago”
Work will now start on laying the foundations of the £20 million new station
building, which will be twice the size of the current station. The station is due to be
completed by autumn 2014.
Confectionary Castles

Carlisle Castle
faithfully recreated
from custard cream
biscuits.

Another contender
for CSG castleconfectionary fame.

F

inally, one of the Castle Studies Groups committee members (who shall remain
nameless) noticed this important piece of castle news recently:
Carlisle Castle has been recreated in cake form
by a team of volunteers armed with thousands of custard creams. Staff from three local baking firms used
5,000 of the biscuits to help create the structure as
part of the city’s summer pageant celebrations. It took
the group three days to complete the castle, which
measures about 1.2m (4ft) square.
Visitors were able to sample a piece of the
creation during the pageant, which ran until the end of
August. Volunteers came forward after a Facebook appeal from English Heritage, which
runs the castle. Ann Fiddler-Robbins, English Heritage site
manager at Carlisle Castle, said:
“This has been really fun to be involved in. “How better
could we celebrate the Carlisle Pageant than to create this
city’s great landmark from the region’s beloved biscuit? “We
hope visitors will enjoy a visit to the castle as much as they
will enjoy a bite from this impressive cake.”
This prompted another long-standing CSG member to
introduce his own favourite castle, modelled in cake, in an
attempt to take the biscuit. No prizes for guessing the confectionary castle in this picture or the birthday recipient!
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