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Editorial 
What a year 2020 has proven to be! I hope you are safe and well, and that 

the lockdown has not affected you too badly. As most of you will already 

know, due to COVID-19, the CSG had to cancel this year’s annual conference. 

Although the conference did not come into fruition, I would like to thank 

Geoffrey Stell, David Caldwell and Stephanie Weinraub for all their efforts. 

Hopefully the CSG will be able to return to Scotland in the near future. As 

there is much uncertainty still of restrictions, please read the important 

notice from Chris Jones-Jenkins and John Kenyon regarding next year’s 

conference.  

 

I apologise for there not being a bulletin sent out last April. Thankyou to 

those who have contributed to this bulletin. If you have an excavation, 

research or other castle-related news you would like to be included in the 

next bulletin, please email bulletin@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk. 

 

Therron Welstead 

CSG Bulletin Editor 

 

…………………………………… 

 

CSG 2021 Conference Notice 

Chris Jones-Jenkins and John Kenyon need feedback from members regarding 

the 2021 spring conference which was scheduled to be based at Carmarthen 

next April. 

The hotel is, at present, unable to confirm our existing arrangement, but it 

is assumed that accommodation will be available on the booked dates. It was 

planned to visit sites in Pembrokeshire and Cardiganshire, and what 

restrictions are likely to be in place at that time are unknown, but it seems 

likely that our numbers may have to be reduced from previous years, that 

buses will not be used, and that sites will be visited using members own cars. 

A factor that has to be considered is that some drivers may not be happy 

with car sharing arrangements, and using cars also presents logistical 
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problems as some drivers may get lost en-route, possible resulting in long 

delays before everyone arrives at a site.  

The CSG’s Committee will need to make a decision soon, so that the relevant 

announcement appears in the forthcoming Journal. We would like your views 

as to whether we should try to go ahead with the meeting, bearing in mind 

the current pandemic, and the likelihood that you would attend if we did 

carry on, so that the Committee can have that information available to them 

when coming to their decision.  

Any comments for and against need to be emailed to CJJ as soon as possible, 

please at chrisjonesjenkins@gmail.com. 

…………………………………… 

Burgen und Schlösser. 
 

CSG has set up a joint membership with the German Castles Association 

(DBV, Deutsche Burgen Vereinigung) as a result of which we will exchange 

publications. Peter Purton has agreed to act as librarian for the four times a 

year journal Burgen und Schlösser. The main contents of each issue received 

will be published in our bulletin and members interested in any particular 

article should contact Peter at treasurer@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk to 

arrange copying. The first issue has been received - it is no.2 of vol. 61 (2020) 

and contains three articles: Felix Biermann et al. on the investigation of a 

medieval pile dwelling in a lake in Brandenburg; Judith Dörr-Loos et al on 

using 3-D models to check historical plans using Hainchen as an example; and 

Michael Kirchschlager with a study of the stone shot preserved from the siege 

of Tannenberg (1399). 

…………………………………… 

CSG Small Projects Fund 

Each year grants totalling £1000 are available for castle-related research and 

excavation undertaken by CSG members. 

Applications should be sent to the CSG secretary, Gillian Eadie by October 

31st for projects the following year, and will be reviewed by the Funding 

Committee. Successful applicants will be expected to submit a report on 

completion of the work, which may be published in the CSG bulletin. 

Previous successful applications include, Liz and Gordon Jones receiving 

£1000 for the dating of the wickerwork at Sigginstown Castle, and there was 

a grant of £1000 for the work on Nottingham Castle ditch.  

The application form can be found here: 

www.castlestudiesgroup.org.uk/page11.html  

mailto:chrisjonesjenkins@gmail.com
mailto:treasurer@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk
http://www.castlestudiesgroup.org.uk/page11.html
http://www.castlestudiesgroup.org.uk/page11.html
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The Impact of COVID-19 on Heritage 

COVID 19 has had an unprecedented impact around the globe on all walks of 

life, including heritage and tourism. The UN World Tourism Organisation 

reported that 96% of all worldwide destinations had full closure or partial 

restrictions within the first four months of the year. This has had a 

particularly large impact on the countries that tourism and related sectors 

form most of the national economy. For 2020 an estimated 50-70% drop in 

tourism flows. The failure of global tourism as well as the forced closure of 

sites has had a deep effect on heritage sites. Heritage sites, and associated 

organisations, have lost much of their income through closure due to 

lockdowns, both national and local, social distancing and lack of 

visitors/attendees. 

To soften the impact of 

mass job losses due to 

lock down, different 

governments have been 

providing job retention 

schemes and grants. In 

Britain there has been a 

furlough scheme where 

an employee or worker 

agrees with their 

employer to stop work 

temporarily but stay 

employed and would 

receive 80% of their salary from the government. The majority of the paid 

staff working at heritage sites were put on the furlough scheme.  

In early July, the British government announced that cultural and heritage 

organisations would be protected by a £1.57 billion support package. This 

support is for museums, heritage sites, theatres, independent cinemas, and 

music venues. The support would come in the form of grants and low interest 

loans. Included within the support package, there is a £120 million capital 

investment to restart construction on cultural infrastructure and for heritage 

construction projects in England which were paused due to the coronavirus 

pandemic.   

£188 million is for the devolved administrations with Northern Ireland 

receiving £33 million, Scotland receiving £97 million and Wales receiving £59 

million. In Ireland as part of a €5-billion stimulus package, €8.5 million 

investment will be made available for heritage organisations. 

Rishi Sunak, Chancellor of the Exchequer said: ‘Our world-renowned 

galleries, museums, heritage sites, music venues and independent cinemas 

Bodiam Castle on a 
busy August bank 

Holiday, 2011. 
 

©T. Welstead 
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are not only critical to keeping our economy thriving, employing more than 

700,000 people, they’re the lifeblood of British culture. That’s why we’re 

giving them the vital cash they need to safeguard their survival, helping to 

protect jobs and ensuring that they can continue to provide the sights and 

sounds that Britain is famous for.’ 

Chairman of the Heritage Council, Michael Parsons added: ‘Heritage does not 

just happen. It needs to be cared for, nurtured, and developed. That goes 

for all aspects of our cultural heritage: natural, built, or intangible, such as 

language and traditional crafts. This funding stimulus will help heritage to 

continue to ‘happen’, and serve our population well as we enter into peak 

staycation period.’ 

Whilst the effectiveness of these schemes is still yet to be seen at the time 

of writing, they may provide a lifeline to some historic and cultural sites that 

would otherwise close (see Whittington Castle article pages 13-14). There 

have been near endless news reports of job losses across all work sectors; 

Heritage is not an exception. At the end of July, the National Trust 

announced that 1200 jobs would potentially be cut. Whilst financial 

assistance from the government will reduce this number, there will still be 

deep cuts within the charity’s workforce. The charity aims to save £100m 

annually; 60% of this figure will be made through redundancies.  

During the lockdown there were many historic properties across the UK which 

were open, virtually all these sites would normally be free to enter. This 

meant that the public was able to continue to engage with historic properties 

during their permitted exercise and subsequent social gatherings when the 

lock down was eased. Since then, there has been phased opening of a large 

number of sites with visitors often now needing pre-booked tickets. There 

are also many sites that, whilst the grounds are open, the buildings are not, 

including (at time of writing) 

Barryscourt Castle (Co. Cork), Bodiam 

Castle (E. Sussex) and Powis Castle 

(Powys). Whilst there are many of the 

sites in the care of Heritage bodies 

are now open, or partially open, 

there are a few that remain closed 

mostly due to the difficulty of 

maintaining social distance these 

include Cilgarren Castle (Pembrokeshire), Dalton Castle (Cumbria) Kirby 

Muxloe Castle (Leicestershire) and Yarmouth Castle (Isle of Wight).  

In addition to sites often being partially or wholly closed, most events that 

were due to take place this year, such as jousts, weddings and concerts have 

had to be cancelled. There have been some attempts to have outside 

activities, such as at Berkhamsted Castle where a game based on events in 

Kirby Muxloe Castle 
which is at present 
closed. 
 
©T. Welstead 
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1216, created by Vire, is being run. As part of a storyline where Prince Louis 

is besieging the castle with King John attempting to make an escape, 

participants need to search the castle for clues, solve puzzles and pass 

various challenges. This has proven to be popular as it is virtually fully 

booked.  

It is not just the organisations that run historic sites that have been affected. 

Excavations have had to be postponed or cancelled due to lock down 

measures and subsequent social distancing. One example of this is at 

Shrewsbury Castle where the excavation planned for July was postponed to 

September (see CST article pages 17-18). Those whose livelihood is based, 

in part or wholly, on presenting talks and lectures, have found that their 

income has essentially entirely dried up. There will be no doubt further 

implications to those in heritage, history and archaeology in the future with 

further fallout as a result of COVID-19. 

Therron Welstead 

…………………………………… 

Rochester Castle 
 

As with other ticketed 

castles, the donjon of 

Rochester Castle was 

closed during the lock down 

period. Although closed, it 

was used as one of the 

prominent backdrops which 

were lit up to thank the 

NHS for their efforts. 

 

In early July, it was opened to visitors with a limit on numbers on site. 

However, by the end of July the site, managed by Medway Council, was 

closed ‘until further notice’, due to a piece of mortar from around a stone 

falling from the structure. 

The grounds around the donjon remain open albeit at a reduced number of 

hours due to ‘anti-social gatherings’. The gates to the castle grounds are 

currently being locked at 5pm as there were several late-night parties with 

loud music and where attendees failing to observe social distancing in the 

area.  

In May, a section of modern wall very near the medieval masonry was 

knocked down after being hit by a lorry, thankfully the older walls were not 

affected by the collision.  

Rochester Castle 
and Cathedral lit 
up by lasers in 
support of NHS. 
 
©Kent Media Group 
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Rochester Castle Video 

Anyone with 48 minutes to spare may like to watch the lecture given at the 

CSG Autumn conference at Rochester by Peter Purton in 2015, where I 

reconstructed the events of the six-week siege and capture of the castle by 

King John's army during the civil war that followed Magna Carta. This is an 

extended version of the original talk, set in a YouTube video by Nick 

Barksdale in the USA. He invites people to record lectures on ancient and 

medieval history topics. I would like to thank in particular Richard Eales, 

Jeremy Ashbee and Jill Atherton (who allowed me to use her wonderful plans 

of medieval Rochester) for assistance with this extended and corrected 

version. Made at home at the height of lockdown - watchers will have to be 

patient with background 

noises, and some of the 

attached images which 

don't quite fit but were 

added by the producer - 

the video has been seen 

by more than 3,200 

people and seems to have 

been appreciated. You 

can access it using either 

the link: https://youtu.be/daQGIUBSV9g or just search for 'King John and 

the great siege at Rochester (1215AD). 

Peter Purton 

…………………………………… 

Castles in a Contested Landscape. A New Study on 
Castles in Southern Jutland, Denmark (1232–1443) 

 

When people think of castles, they usually have examples of well-known 

castle regions such as the Alpine Region, the Middle Rhine or the United 

Kingdom in their minds. It is therefore no wonder that castles like Caernarfon 

in Wales, Château Gaillard in Normandy, Castel del Monte in Apulia or castle 

Eltz in the Moselle are still representative of the manifold manifestations of 

medieval castles. 

Yet research from other areas has long emphasized that castles not only 

fulfilled an important role in these core regions but were also the key means 

of rule almost everywhere else in Europe. Nevertheless, especially areas in 

Northern or Eastern Europe – with their castles often built of wood and earth 

– still lead a shadowy existence in international research. One of these 

regions is without doubt southern Jutland in Denmark, from the area along 

its southern border to the Holy Roman Empire; an area containing one of the 

few principalities in late medieval Scandinavia, the Duchy of Schleswig. 

A still from the 
Youtube video. 

 
©Youtube/ 

Antiquity in the 
Middle Ages 

https://youtu.be/daQGIUBSV9g
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Southern Jutland was the major area of contact between both North and 

Central Europe and the Baltic and North Sea and consequently aroused the 

desires of numerous political players, from the Danish kingdom as well as the 

Holy Roman Empire. In view of the numerous military and political conflicts 

taking place from the 13th to the 15th century, it might be assumed that the 

castles in the region have received a great deal of research.  

Place names such as Flensburg or 

Borgsum on the island of Föhr; the 

ramparts of Schwabstedt and Tørning; 

and the preserved structures such as 

Gottorf or Sønderborg, whose origins 

date back to medieval times, still 

provide vivid impressions of the past 

importance of castles. Although this is 

the case, neither regional history, nor 

castle research, considered the region 

as a proper castle landscape. It is, as 

Prof. Oliver Auge recently put it, a 

‘forgotten castle landscape‘ 

(vergessenes Burgenland). 

Individual castles have by no means 

been completely forgotten. However, 

the present knowledge about them is drawn from a vast collection of local 

historical literature and memorandums collected over decades by committed 

laymen and heritage preservationists. These were often based on insufficient 

factual evidence but relied more on the vivid mythical understanding of the 

structures. 

As a consequence, there were approximately 400 locations registered in the 

databases of the monument preservation authorities in Schleswig, Haderslev 

and Copenhagen, where the existence of a lost castle is suspected. Most of 

these sites have never been critically reviewed and information about the 

sites were usually only made available to the public as part of handbooks or 

descriptive encyclopaedias of heritage preservation. There has been no 

treatment of the castles within the landscape with an explicit scientific 

approach since 1915.This has now been addressed by a research project 

located at Kiel University that was conducted from 2014 to 2018, the results 

of which have now been published in a new monograph, Castles in a 

Contested Landscape. A New Study on Castles in Southern Jutland, Denmark 

(1232–1443). 

From the very beginning, the project was considered to be a bridge project. 

This was, on the one hand, necessary due its regional focus on Sønderjylland, 

a historical region now divided into a Danish north and a German south due 

Book Cover Burgen 
in Umstrittenen 
Landschaften 

 
©S. Magnussen/ 
Sidestone Press 
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to the modern demarcation of the border following the referendum of 1920, 

making the castles now located in Denmark part of Danish castle research. 

Whereas those located south of the border have mainly been studied by 

German researchers, who found little interest in them. With this study, the 

castles, from both sides of the border, have now been merged for the first 

time, reconstructing the historical castle landscape beyond modern borders.  

Bridges were also established in an interdisciplinary manner. Modern castle 

research has a variety of methods at its disposal and these offered a wide 

range of analytical possibilities beyond the analyses of written sources and 

archaeological excavation. This meant several research methods which have 

hardly been used previously, have been integrated for the castles covered 

by this project. The project, which is primarily concerned with history, was 

thus also an attempt to illustrate how findings from science and cultural 

studies can complement each other. 

 
As a result, this project has now, for the first time, produced a 

scientifically sound canon of castles in Southern Jutland. This alone 

represents major progress, as it has shown that there were only 58 cases (of 

the originally 400 cases) where there is sufficient evidence for the existence 

Map showing 
sites 55 castles 
identified by 
the project. 

 
©S. Magnussen/ 
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of a castle. Furthermore, this sample is now typologically classified into 

Lens-, Elite or minor castles, reflecting the wide range of castles from the 

major castles of the Kings and Dukes, that spanned generations, to those 

which only existed for a short time. While the so-called Lensburgen were 

mostly in the hands of princes and were cornerstones of spatial structure by 

their systematic association with rights of power, such a connection is 

lacking for the castles of the elite, usually owned by nobility or bishops. 

These were indeed at the centre of land holdings, but were only 

administered from the castle, not derived from its ownership. The third type 

are the minor castles, including all those castles with a temporary function, 

such as siege castles or smaller ramparts built during a conflict, which are 

only occasionally mentioned in the written sources and were probably 

abandoned shortly after their erection.  

Based on this conceptual approach, all validated castles were integrated into 

a historical model, which, for the first time, demonstrates the origin and 

development of the castle landscape in southern Jutland across seven 

developmental stages. It lays out how, starting from the first, but still rather 

basic castles of the 12th century, a genuine castle building activity can be 

detected from the late 13th century onwards. This was initially marked by 

only a few castles, mostly in ducal or royal hands, but became increasingly 

diversified during the 14th century. As castle construction increasingly 

spread across other echelons, such as the bishops of Ribe and Schleswig, as 

well as the nobility, the fortifications now had a growing effect on the social 

and political landscape. 

A particular driving force proved to be the long-standing military conflicts 

for power in the Duchy of Schleswig. This led to an increase in castle building 

by all protagonists involved before it came to a relatively abrupt end with 

the end of the conflict in the 1430s.  

The work has not only provided new impetus for a more differentiated 

understanding of this complex territory between Central Europe and 

Scandinavia, it also offers a frame of reference for further research on 

castles of Southern Jutland and beyond. This in turn may help to place this 

region, on the edge of the Kingdom of Denmark, more prominently as a castle 

landscape in supra-regional research in the years to come - as I am generally 

focussing on the areas along the North Sea, I would be delighted to have a 

closer debate with British castle research in the future! 

Magnussen, Stefan, Burgen in umstrittenen Landschaften. Eine Studie zur 

Entwicklung und Funktion von Bugen im südlichen Jütland (1232–1443) 

(Leiden: Sidestone Press, 2019). 
 

Dr. Stefan Magnussen, Researcher at the Department for Medieval 

History at Leipzig University. For contact: Stefan.Magnussen@uni-leipzig.de 

or @Stebbard at Twitter.  
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Sigginstown Castle Update 2020 – Rebuilding an Irish 

Tower House 
 

We can’t believe it has 

been three years since 

we last wrote about our 

progress to this group – 

so much has happened! 

In April 2018, several 

CSG members visited our 

little tower house after 

the spring conference. 

At that time we still did 

not have planning 

permissions and no work 

had begun. We received 

permission in October 

2018 after submitting a 

lot of additional details and engaging further conservation professionals. For 

any persons wishing to purchase and renovate tower houses in Ireland, we 

have documented the planning journey here:  

https://www.sigginstowncastle.com/planning.  

Although the process was long, we had generally expected it, and Wexford 

County Council was supportive of our goal to make the castle habitable again 

and use it for living history events. The castle and village of Tacumshane are 

on The Norman Way, the southern part of Ireland’s Ancient East tourism 

trail, which links the ferry port of Rosslare through Wexford via historical 

sites like ours. Since our purchase in 2016 we have regularly hosted Heritage 

Week events and periodic tours despite our limited facilities. 

In February 2019 we started works, after planning from our Connecticut, U.S. 

home. Liz is a program manager used to doing complicated international 

projects, but this one is very personal and has a lot of financial interest at 

stake. We made sticky maps, and drew up schedules in order to overlap 

activities needing excavation and archaeology as much as possible. We were 

very fortunate to have David Sweetman, another CSG member and respected 

authority on Irish castles, as our archaeologist during the construction phase. 

David supervised the excavations for footprints in all four buildings (16th 

century tower, 17th century Big House, 19th century barn, and New Build), 

the driveways, and clearing of tower wall walks. All of these are documented 

at www.sigginstowncastle.com/archaeology. The castle sits on clay, and 

many hundreds of buckets were lifted out by hand, through our tiny “hobbit 

door”. We called the excavation of the ground floor the “Pit of Despair” as 

it seemed endless! In the floor above the vault we did find the original clay 

Sigginstown Castle 
rear view showing 

new build completed 
and Tower north wall 

works. 

 
©Sigginstown Castle 

https://www.sigginstowncastle.com/planning
http://www.sigginstowncastle.com/archaeology
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floor level, and in the Big House we found clay tiles and bricks in the north-

east corner, possibly indicating a pantry or cool storage area.  

Although we had originally planned to build the new section containing our 

master bedroom area last, we reversed this plan and decided to do it first. 

After three years we were tired of renting nearby, and wanted to put our 

funds into our project, plus live on site. Thus, the New Build works began 

immediately after excavations. This section is built in concrete blocks and 

attached to the old 17th century wall of the Big House. We moved into 

rudimentary conditions in July with electric and septic connected to one 

bathroom, a camp kitchen and a few beds. As we write this, the New Build 

has been completed, and we have heat and a small working kitchen. The 

New Build gave us the chance to learn about construction methods in Ireland 

and contractors, and we are grateful to have a comfortable warm place to 

stay after slogging away in the other parts of the castle!  

Our other primary goal in 2019 was to get a roof on the tower. Several months 

were spent preparing the wall walks and parapets by stone mason Mick 

Carroll in order to make them safe and ready for the green oak roof. We 

worked with Ed Byrne of the Traditional Lime Company to identify and cut 

23 oak trees in a Carlow forest, trim them with axes, and then traditional 

joiner James Grace hand worked them into a roof frame. Luckily, we had an 

idyllic day to raise the massive beams into place, and quickly cover it with 

plywood before the rains started. We had no idea at this time it would be an 

entire year before we started to finish the oak sarking boards and slates to 

finally weather-proof the tower: works that have just started again after the 

COVID pandemic delayed our return to Ireland. After the August installation 

of our beautiful green oak roof frame, we decided to celebrate with a “Two-

Roofs” party and thank all the people who had helped us get that far. In the 

Green Oak Roof frame 
installed with a happy 

crew, 2019. 

 
©Sigginstown Castle 
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fall the two floors were installed, with more of the green oak wall plates, 

beams and joists. They are covered with plywood in the interim as we now 

work on internal walls. There will be more green oak (not so green anymore!) 

used for the floorboards once the walls are ready and roof finally weather 

tight. 

We intentionally paused our construction for the winter – it was always part 

of our plan to build during the good weather months. We planned to be back 

working in April 2020, but the world changed, and the pandemic kept us in 

the U.S. until July as we watched and waited to see what would happen. 

Since construction activities resumed in Ireland, we finally decided to just 

come and start works 

again. We had to isolate 

for the required 14 days, 

during which we 

installed LECA-limecrete 

on the floor above the 

vault and cut the 8-foot-

tall weeds that were all 

over the property. Our 

neighbours were glad to 

see us back, albeit at a 

safe distance and locked 

behind our gate! 

We have just been notified of a generous grant from the FLAG (Fisheries 

Local Action Group) for masonry works to tower with completion of roof and 

drainage, and masonry repairs to Big House walls. With it we agree to 

conditions to open the tower for tourism and history events in the future, 

with an emphasis on coastal culture, maritime heritage and seafood. The 

grant specifies funding in 2020, so we are under pressure to finish the works 

by December – no mean feat as all the builders are behind due to the 

pandemic and now weather becomes unpredictable. We are re-organizing 

our planned masonry works and will do much repointing and limewashing 

ourselves, freeing up their skilled labour for the bigger and more challenging 

jobs. The current masonry effort is on the north face of the tower, where 

the machicolation, stepped crenellations, and watchtower are being brought 

up to the proper height. We have learned that although castles appear to 

have symmetry, in reality the corbels, thresholds, doorways and 

crenellations are of different dimensions – certainly the builders emphasized 

function over form.  

Our research into the castle, the original Siggins builders, and subsequent 

families Jacobs and Wilson continues. Occasionally new photos or 

information surfaces, including an intact photo of the house in Harpers 

Magazine, called “Sagginstown Castle by the Sea”.  

Gordon applying 
limewash to 
sanitize the 
tower walls 

©Sigginstown 
Castle 
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We had originally planned that 

2020 would get a roof on the 

Big House, but with the 

pandemic delays and grant 

emphasis on the tower, we 

must push that work to next 

year. With the emphasis on the 

tower, we can now envision 

the rooms completed, with 

some basic furniture, cooking 

in the hearth and decorated 

16th-century patterns on the 

walls and ceilings. In these uncertain times, we have to keep focused on the 

positive, and the castle is a cheerful and challenging project that demands 

our daily attention. We sincerely hope to see the CSG members here again 

in 2021 and welcome you to a more comfortable version of Sigginstown 

Castle! 

See our regular updates at www.facebook.com\SigginstownCastle and 

www.sigginstowncastle.com 

Liz & Gordon Jones 

…………………………………… 

Whittington Castle 
 

On 20th March Whittington Castle (Shropshire) closed its tearoom gift shop 

and toilets due to COVID-19 measures. All events planned during the 

lockdown period also had to be cancelled. The grounds however remained 

open for people to use for exercise. In May the trustees of the castle broke 

the news that there was a risk that the castle would not be able to be open.  

Jonjo Evans, chairman of the trustees of the castle said: ‘For years now the 

castle has been treading a financial tightrope, with no external funding 

whatsoever, relying on our tea room and car park for a regular modest 

income to pay wages. With free admission, we are heavily dependent on 

events such as weddings, re-enactments of landmarks in history and other 

popular activities to help cover the huge annual cost of keeping the place 

going.’ 

The castle has been previously the target of vandalism, for instance a bollard 

to prevent cars doing doughnuts on the grass was ripped out of the ground. 

(see ‘Castles and Vandalism’, CSG Bulletin, Vol. 25 (2018), pp. 18-19). 

Although the trust received a grant from £10,000 from the Exchequer, as a 

result of Corona virus, the money would not last long. The public liability 

“Sagginstown Castle 
by the Sea” from 
Harpers Magazine 
published in 1915. 

http://www.facebook.com/SigginstownCastle
http://www.sigginstowncastle.com/
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insurance costs £1,000 a month, not including other outgoings. To prevent 

the castle becoming uninsured and without money, there was the possibility 

the castle would have to be sealed off from all visitors. To prevent this from 

happening the trustees started a crowd fundraiser using gofundme. 

(https://www.gofundme.com/f/community-castle-in-crisis) At time of 

writing the amount of money raised is over £11,500 of a target £50,000. 

On 1st July the castle reopened its doors four days a week with a takeaway 

service at the café. Whilst there is some income from visitors using the 

carpark and café, the finances for the castle are still rather bleak.  

 

…………………………………… 

 

New exhibition at Blair Castle 

At the beginning of August Blair Castle 

(Perthshire) reopened its doors to the public. 

Alongside the castle itself, the visitors are 

able to see a new exhibition ‘A Family 

Divided – the Atholls and the Jacobite 

Risings’. 

Keren Guthrie, Blair Castle’s archivist, has 

said that “we wanted the exhibits to reflect 

the family because what was so unusual was 

that father was pitted against son, brother 

against brother – Jacobite against Hanoverian 

– and the story is all told from the Atholl 

Murray perspective.” 

There are around 30 artefacts on display including a set of early 18th-century 

bagpipes belonging to John McGregor, piper to the Duke of Atholl; the first 

time it has been on display at the castle. Other artefacts are an ivory sight 

compass that belonged to Bonnie Prince Charlie and the breastplate 

belonging to Bonnie Dundee who was part of the first Jacobite uprising.  

Like most other heritage sites there is a limit to how many people can visit 

the castle and other COVID-19 prevention measures including hand sanitiser 

stations and regular disinfecting of touch points. This year will be in stark 

contrast to the 2017-2018 season when Blair Castle welcomed a record 

130,000 visitors.   

John McGregor’s 
bagpipes which are 

now on display. 
 

©Blair Castle 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/community-castle-in-crisis
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Ostzyn Castle 
Since 2013, Olsztyn Castle 

(Olsztyn, Poland) has been 

receiving extensive restoration 

work, during which there have 

been many new discoveries at 

the site. Most recently there 

has been a complex of tunnels 

and crevices found under the 

castle. There have been 

excavations being undertaken 

in what is known as Lower 

Castle Cave (Jaskini Zamkowej 

Dolnej) overseen by Mikołaj Urbanowski (University of Szczecin) for the 

Fundacji Przyroda i Człowiek (Nature and Man Foundation). The cave was 

used as a pantry for the castle, but also was used in prehistoric times, 

demonstrated by a few hundred flint tools from around 40,000 years ago. 

There have also been preserved animal remains found, including that of a 

bear Ursus deningeri, which lived in the period 1.8 – 0.1 million years ago. 

In 2019 archaeologists found a 15th-

century metallurgical furnace, 

beneath which was a gap in the rocks. 

During further investigations what 

was thought to have been the cave 

floor was found to be hardened 

sediment. Although not yet explored, 

there are indications through 

endoscopic wells and probes there is 

a network of voids and crevices under 

the cave, up to 7 metres deep. The 

crevices when excavated may tell 

more of the castle site’s history 

during the medieval period along with 

its much older past. One of the finds 

from the lower cave is a medieval tile from a stove depicting a falconer was 

found, from the late 15th century or early 16th century. 

The castle formed part of a series of castles built for King Casimir III the 

Great to protect western Poland from Czech incursions. Over the years it was 

attacked several times until it was captured in 1655 by the Swedes during 

the 6th Polish-Swedish War 1655-1660 (sometimes called the Swedish Deluge) 

and it subsequently became a ruin. In the early 18th century, the castle was 

partially demolished – with further quarrying of the ruin by the local 

community – leaving only fragments of the defensive walls standing.  

Exploration of one 
of the gaps, photo 
 
© M. Urbanowski 

A medieval stove 
tile, depicting a 

falconer. 
 

© M. Urbanowski 



Castle Studies Group Bulletin, Autumn 2020 

 

16 

 

Leeds Virtual IMC 

 

Virtually all conferences that were planned for this year have been cancelled 

or postponed, including the CSG’s annual conference. One that did go ahead 

– albeit in a very different form to the initial plan ahead – was the Leeds IMC. 

 

Since 1994, Leeds University has welcomed medieval academics and 

researchers from around the globe each year. Due to COVID-19 the normal 

proceedings had to be cancelled, and instead a much scaled down version of 

the original programme moved online with papers being presented in up to 

9 parallel virtual sessions. In addition to these, there were a number of 

‘fringe’ events which were organised by delegates and publishers, which 

included informal discussions, book launches and publishers Q & A sessions. 

Over 400 speakers took part presenting to 3,200 delegates from over 60 

countries. Alongside the papers were online publisher ‘stands’ and craft 

‘stalls’. Due to the new platform, as well as the lack of expensive conference 

fees, it gave the opportunity for many new delegates who had not attended 

an in-person IMC before to take part. It was also good to see several of the 

attendees were CSG members.  

Whilst several castle related papers that were in the original programme 

which were not included in the Virtual IMC, there was still a number. These 

included Erik Matthews’ paper on the Hornby Castle Project ‘Life in the 

Shadow: Power Relations in Medieval Wensleydale’; Alison Norton, ‘Power 

within the Rural Landscape: The Role and Identity of Minor Castle Lords’; 

Danial Sánchez, ‘The Castle over the River: Articulation of Territory, River 

Valleys, and Castles in the North-West of the Iberian Peninsula, 9th-12th 

Centuries’; and Peter Purton & Christof Krauskopf, ‘Defending the Frontier 

or Keeping up with the Neighbours?: The Evolution of Late Medieval Artillery 

Fortifications’.  

In many ways the Virtual IMC was a success as it brought academics from 

around the globe who had a platform to present their current research and 

discuss ideas despite many countries being in lockdown and travel 

impossible. There were unfortunately some ‘trolls’ who disrupted several 

sessions. Whilst there were attempts to limit them, the adjustments had 

knock on effects on some attendees, especially those who had poor 

connections. 

At present, the IMC organisers are hopeful for an in-person conference next 

year however as there is still much uncertainty about large gatherings, the 

IMC may need to be curtailed or moved online again. 
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Castle Studies Trust projects start 

making progress again 
 

In past years, our articles at this time of year for the CSG newsletter would 

be reporting on how our funded projects were developing and possibly some 

preliminary results. Obviously, during lockdown progress has been delayed. 

However, as conditions have eased progress has been made in a number of 

our projects. 

2020 Grant Award Updates 

 

Shrewsbury, 

Shropshire: To fund a 

second year of 

excavation, this time to 

understand the rampart 

of the inner bailey. The 

excavation, due to start 

in July, is now due to 

take place between 1-

18 September. For 

more details of what 

they hope to discover 

you can read this blog post:  

https://castlestudiestrust.org/blog/2020/04/19/shrewsbury-castle-a-2020-

vision-from-saxon-habitation-to-c18-landscaping/  

Sowing the Seeds: The aim of the project is to try to understand better 

everyday life in castles by seeing if there are any surviving plants at four 

Irish castles that were planted, grown and cared for by medieval people. The 

research involved ecological surveys at each location which have all been 

done and we await the results. 

Warkworth, Northumberland: Using various forms of geophysical survey to 

try to understand the subsurface features for the former caput of the Earls 

of Northumberland. The survey is currently due to take place in October. 

Whether this is still possible is unclear as the project lead only came back 

off furlough in August, part-time.  

If, as is entirely possible, our grantees are not able to carry out their work 

within the 12 months stipulated in the criteria we will roll over the grant 

into 2021.   

Geophysical survey 
being undertaken 

at Shrewsbury 
Castle 

 
©Dr Nigel Baker 

https://castlestudiestrust.org/blog/2020/04/19/shrewsbury-castle-a-2020-vision-from-saxon-habitation-to-c18-landscaping/
https://castlestudiestrust.org/blog/2020/04/19/shrewsbury-castle-a-2020-vision-from-saxon-habitation-to-c18-landscaping/
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The Wirk, Orkney: Could 
the Wirk be a Norse 
castle? The survey work 
which was due to take 
place in April was 
cancelled and they plan to 
do that work at the same 
time as the excavation, 
which they still aim to do 
at the planned time in 
mid-September. At time 
of writing they are 
awaiting final sign off by 
Historic Environment 
Scotland. 

Lincoln, Lincolnshire: To develop a reconstruction drawing of the castle, as 

it would have been in the latter part of C12. Since lockdown, the team has 

managed to produce a draft of the model, but work still needs to be done, 

ironing out inconsistencies and checking details. 

 

Regular Castle Articles on the CST’s Blog 
To help castle enthusiasts remain entertained during this period, when 

visiting castles is very difficult for many people, the Trust has greatly 

increased the frequency of new articles appearing on its blog so that a new 

piece will appear at least once a fortnight. Articles will feature both existing 

and previous projects funded by the CST, and also other castle-related 

topics. To see what we have published so far you can go to 

https://castlestudiestrust.org/blog/  

While we already have a number of articles in the pipeline, if you have any 
interesting ideas for an article please contact me at 
admin@castlestudiestrust.org and we can see if it is suitable. Also get in 
touch with any questions about any of the funded projects, or about the 
Trust in general. Jeremy Cunnington, Chair of Trustees – Castle Studies Trust, 
www.castlestudiestrust.org 

The Wirk from the 
air. 

 
©Take the High View 

Lincoln Castle 
taken from the 

cathedral 
 

©Dr Jonathan Clark 

https://castlestudiestrust.org/blog/
mailto:admin@castlestudiestrust.org
http://www.castlestudiestrust.org/
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Nigel Burn: 2nd May 1951 - 25th March 2020 

 

CSG is very sorry to have lost one of our 

keen members, Nigel Burn, who fell 

victim to Covid-19 in March of this year. 

Regular attendees of the Annual 

Conference, special study weekends and 

our occasional tours of French castles 

will remember Nigel for his bright and 

sparky personality that lightened every 

event. 

Born in modern-day Tanzania to a father 

who worked in the Colonial Service and 

a mother whose family had lived in India 

since 1794, Nigel could potentially have 

landed anywhere in the remaining 

remnants of the British Empire but his parents returned to Britain when he 

was toddler. Educated in Edinburgh and Leeds, he spent most of his career 

as a solicitor in Lincoln. Drawn to the criminal law, he was described by one 

senior prosecutor as ‘the best dressed solicitor in Lincoln’, and his work as a 

an advocate in the courts martial often took him to British Service bases in 

Germany and Cyprus.  

Nigel loved his adopted city and its history, which chimed with the deep love 

of history and archaeology he fostered throughout his life. Retirement only 

gave him more time to indulge in these passions and he set about teaching 

himself ‘French-Latin’ in order to understand the medieval texts that set out 

the expenditure of the County. A very active member of the Society for 

Lincolnshire History and Archaeology, he acted as Chairman from 2016. His 

legal background made him a very useful Trustee of the Society and, through 

the varied and different roles he had undertaken over the years, through 

hard work and great clarity of thought, he was credited with having 

significantly improved the standing of that organisation. Nigel became a 

member of the Lincoln Castle Guides some 12 years ago. As we know, much 

archaeological work was done at Lincoln during this period, in which Nigel 

was able to take a more informed interest. He was the longest serving guiding 

officer and was instrumental in keeping the volunteer guides up to date with 

archaeological developments, being described as a ‘leading light’ who 

provided encouragement to others. He also supported the Lincoln Records 

Society and wrote a book on the history of Lincoln Castle. Not confining his 

guiding interests to the castle, he was a valued member of the guiding team 

at Lincoln Cathedral, acting as a Cathedral guide but also leading the more 

specialist Roof Guide team. 
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In March, Nigel took a trip lasting some few days to Belgium with a friend. 

On his return he felt unwell and self-isolated, but within a very short matter 

of days was found to have died at home. This was a cruel and untimely end 

to one who had much life in him and so much more to give, especially to the 

city that he loved. Nigel was very modest about his achievements but the 

Societies he was involved with and all those who knew him at a personal 

level are aware of the sad loss they have sustained. 

Pamela Marshall 
…………………………………… 

 

In Other news… 

Since 2002, the series ‘I’m a celebrity…get me out of here’ has previously 

been filmed in Tweed Shire, New South Wales in Australia with contestants 

competing to become King or Queen of the Jungle. This year will be 

somewhat different as it will be taking place in Gwrych Castle (Conwy) with 

the contestants fighting it 

out to become King or 

Queen of the Castle. The 

change of venue is due to 

the coronavirus pandemic.  

Richard Cowles, director 

of entertainment for ITV 

studios said that ‘our 

celebrities will probably 

have to swap shorts for 

thermals, but they can 

still look forward to a 

basic diet of rice and 

beans and plenty of thrills and surprises along the way.’ 

Gwrych Castle was built on the site of an Elizabethan house named ‘Y Fron’ 

(Round Hill) between 1812 and 1822 for Lloyd Hesketh Bamford-Hesketh as 

a memorial to his mother's ancestors, the Lloyds of Gwrych. Its later history 

including being used to house 200 Jewish children who had fled the Nazis in 

Europe. After the war it was opened to the public until 1987 after which the 

site steadily declined. Following a few failed business ventures, and 

extensive vandalism, the site was eventually purchased by the Gwrych Castle 

Preservation Trust, with the assistance of grants. The trust has since 

reopened the site to the public for guided and self-guided tours. Some 

sections of the site remain closed as the structure is unsafe.  

Dr Mark Baker, who is Chair of the Preservation trust has that ‘I'm A Celebrity 

being here will really help support Gwrych Castle and its ongoing restoration 

as well as giving the region a much-needed economic boost.’  

Gwrych Castle in 
1925 

 
© Gwrych Castle 
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