From The Editor.
Herewith the eleventh edition of the CSG Newsletter. This year, following
discussion with various members it was decided to split the publication
into two distinct sections and you will find the 'Bibliography Supplement',
by John Kenyon is now separate. In addition to allowing extra space for
Newsletter items, it has a practical value in easing the production process
and the deadlines. To keep the two publications complementary we shall
maintain the same colour covers and wherever possible print thematic
drawings and images.
To highlight the Aberdeen meeting in April 1997 we reproduce four plates
from R W Billings ' The Baronial and Ecclesiastical Antiquities of Scotland'
1845-52, The Newsletter depicts Tolquhon and Craigevar and the Supplement Huntly and Edzell.
Elsewhere in the Newsletter we have put together information regarding
the accessibility of castle studies materials available through the Internet,
or more precisely the World Wide Web. Members who have access to this
media should take a look at www.castlewales.com, a site developed by
Jeff Thomas and assisted by Lise Hull, both living in the USA. With
material supplied by them, we let them talk about the history and raison
d'etre of this award winning web site.
The Irish - Maynooth- meeting is scheduled for April 16 tn -19 tn . You
should find application forms enclosed. The form does request that
accommodation bookings should be returned by January 16th but as the
Newsletter is being issued a few days later than usual, could you please
respond by Jan 30th. In any event this does not give you too much time
to make firm plans.
Can I take this opportunity once again to thank all those members who
send in articles and reports and those who spot news items in the local
and national press. May I repeat my continuous plea for more submissions and news items over 1998. Any word processing format is acceptable including Word 7.
Look forward to seeing you in April
Neil Guy . 28/12/97
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CONFERENCES.
Meeting of the Scientific Council of the International Castles Institute (Europa Nostra)
Bassano del Grappa, Vicenza , 1997.
The annual meeting took place from 23 r d to 27 t h October and was
attended by Andrew Saunders and Bob Higham. The theme of the
meeting, held in the museum at Bassano, was medieval urban defence.
About fifteen papers were read by colleagues from a variety of European
countries. Andrew Saunders spoke about Southampton's walls, with
particular reference to the introduction of gunpowder artillery. Bob
Higham outlined some general issues in the study of British Town walls
and then considered south west England as a case study. Interesting
contrasts and comparisons between the situations in different countries
emerged. Field visits were also made to a selection of nearby walled
towns and castles, including Bassano itself, Asolo, Castelfranco, Cittadella, Montegalda and Marostica.
Malvern - Castle Enthusiasts Weekend.
On the weekend of 14-15 June, A castle enthusiasts weekend was held at
West Malvern under the stewardship of Mike Salter, the local castle book
author. The event was attended by about 40 enthusiasts who included
several members of the Castle Studies Group and were lectured to by two
ARS members.
The lectures on Saturday included 'Castle Plans' by Mike Salter; The
Development of the Castles of the Mortimer Family' by Paul Remfry; The
Restoration of Ruined Plane Tower, by John Wright and 'Discoveries
among the lesser known castle sites of Herefordshire' by Roger StirlingBrown. Slides were also shown of various Crusader castles and Beverstone Castle, Gloucestershire.
On the Sunday an excursion was made to Wilton Castle where a happy
morning was spent investigating this interesting castle both inside and out.
In the afternoon Pembridge Castle at Welsh Newton and Treago Castle
were visited. Much new information was certainly obtained at Wilton and
it is hoped that this will be reproduced in this journal at a later date. Paul Remfry

CONFERENCES
Twelth Annual CSG Conference
Castles Of Leinster April - 16th to 19th 1998
The following programme forthe Twelfth Annual Conference of the Castle
Studies Group has been arranged.
The conference will be based at St Patricks College, Maynooth, Co.
Kildare, about 15 miles west of Dublin. Residential accommodation will
either be in single or twin rooms and the inclusive price is £125, or in the
case of twin rooms, £115 per person. This includes bed and breakfast,
pack lunch, dinner, banquet, conference room and bus. As usual,
bookings will be taken on a first come, first served basis, up to the capacity
of one coach (52 persons).
For non-residential delegates the total cost is £60 per person, but this
does not include breakfast. A booking form is enclosed with this Newsletter and the deposit should be sent not later than January 30th. 1998.
Delegates who prefer to use their own car should indicate this on the
registration form. David Sweetman, the CSG Membership Secretary is
the Conference organiser and he can be contacted on I
Itinerary and Lecture Program:
Thursday April 16th
Dublin Castle
Con Manning
12.002.00-4.30
Registration
4.30- 5.30
Maynooth Castle
Con Manning
Reception
6.00- 7.00
7.00
Dinner
8.00
Short Lecture
Friday April 17th
Morning
Carbury Castle, Lea Castle
Afternoon
Dunamase, Carlow, Rathmore Castles
Saturday April 18th
Morning
Swords Castle, Carlingford Town & Castle
Afternoon
Castleroche, Roodstown Castle
Sunday April 19th
Morning
Trim Castle, Newtown Churches & Towerhouses
Afternoon
Bective Abbey, Return to Maynooth and Airport

CONFERENCES
International Conference of Medieval and Later Archaeology,
Bruges 1997
This conference, held from 1-4 October 1997 was an impressively
large gathering, with papers delivered in 11 different simultaneous
sessions. A variety of buildings in central Bruges were commandeered
for the purpose, ranging from the medieval Belfry and Town Hall to the
premises of several banks - British sponsors please note! Most of the
contributions were published in ( naturally) 11 volumes, now available
from Oxbow Books in Oxford.
The volume of special interest to members of the Castle Studies
Group, Military Studies in Medieval Europe, ed. Guy de Boe and Frans
Verhaeghe (238 pages, softback A4 but well produced ) costs £20.00
from Oxbow Books. It contains 23 papers, grouped under the headings
of military arts and weapons (7) the rural castle (7), urban fortifications
(4), castles and interiors (2) and palaces (3). 10 are in English, 7 in
French, the rest in German, Italian, and Spanish. Papers on British
Subjects include E Shepherd on recent work at Norwich Castle, and
Rick Turner on the medieval palaces St Davids, both effectively
progress reports in advance of fuller publication, and Evelyn Baker on
Grove in Bedfordshire.
Eric Klingelhofer looks at the symbolic aspects of castle building in
16th century Ireland. M Beyaert's paper on early firearms and Andrew
Halpin's on military archery raise some interesting issues and have
useful bibliographies. Comparative European material of interest can
also be found in contributions by J De Meulemeester et al on mottes in
Belgium and the Rhone-Alpes region, M Somma on Central Italy, P
Spanu on Monreale in Sardinia, A Knaak on Augusta in Sicily, A
Renoux on Montfelix in Champagne, B Dufay on Chevreuse in the Isle
de France, A Jorgensen on Denmark, H Lind et al on Saxholmen in
Sweden and S. Nordeide on Trondheim. The papers on urban
fortifications by C Marcille, and N Faucherre (Paris), G Blieck (Lille)
and G. Helmig (Basle) are also valuable, as is E. Robert's article on the
references to castles in the chronicle of William the Breton, covering
the reign on Philip II king of France.
Richard Eales

ABERDEEN CONFERENCE
Minutes of The AGM of The Castles Studies Group April 1997.
1. Apologies for Absence were received from L. Butler, A Burt, A D
Saunders, D Sherlock, H G Slade, and C Young.
2. Minutes of the last AGM. (Held at Nottingham on April 18th) were
approved.
3. Matters Arising:
Luxembourg Visit: There had been some confusion regarding the list of
those wishing to participate in a visit, with some names not being
forwarded to R A Higham. The offer by J de Meulemeester has been
re-opened for a visit in late September 1998, and the names should be
submitted to R A Higham by the end of September 1997. He will then
forward the names onto J de Meulemeester.
Newsletter: R A Higham then gave the background to the production of
the last Newsletter, and that Neil Guy would continue producing it for the
moment. Thanks were recorded for N Guy's work, and for Barbara
Harbottle's efforts in the initial collation of copy, and John Kenyon was
thanked for his bibliographic compilation.
4. Accounts:
RAH explained the Accounts. The cost of the Newsletter 10 exceeded the
subscription total, and it was the Treasurer's view that an increase in the
rate of subscription was now needed, to take effect from April 1988. RAH
proposed a new rate of £5.00. Nigel Ruckley seconded the proposal and
all agreed unanimously. When all the conference bills were paid, a
balance of £1000 would remain.
A vote of thanks was recorded in recognition of Tony Burt's work as
Treasurer and to David Sweetman for his work as Membership Secretary.
5. Future Conferences:
Maynooth, Co Kildare, Ireland, 16th -19th April 1998

AGM
Lampeter, S W Wales, 8th -11th April 1999
Canterbury, S E England 2000
Carlisle ?, N W England, 2001
6. The future:
For the benefit of new members RAH gave the details of the current structure
of CSG. All agreed that the existing simple arrangement should continue, and
that any vacancies that arose on the committee would be filled as and when
necessary. After a short discussion it was felt that there was not a need to
have a foreign representative on the committee, but J de Meulemesster
agreed to be co-opted as someone to whom the committee could turn to for
advice on relevant matters.
The committee is to consider how CSG can get involved in other activities,
such as local research, seminars arranged at no cost to CSG and to explore
the means of attracting younger members to the group.
7. Any Other Business
Collective thanks were passed to Nick Bogdan, Denys Pringle, and Geoff
Stell for the arrangements for the conference, and also to the evening and
on-site speakers, as well as those who had care of the properties visited.
The AGM closed at 8.05 p.m.
Fourteenth Annual Conference
Castles of South-East England , 2000. Based at Canterbury
It still seems early to be planning for the millennium, but the CSG are making
arrangements for the 14th annual conference, to be held in the South-East in
April 2000. Accommodation will be at the University of Kent, based at
Canterbury. Richard Eales has volunteered for the task of organising the
event and has put forward a provisional itinerary of sites that the Group might
visit:
1. Canterbury: Castle keep and city walls, especially the Westgate

Conferences....
2. East Kent: Chilham*, Lympne, Saltwood*, Dover, Deal.
3. North & West Kent:
Rochester, Upnor, Cooling*, Allington*, West Mailing,
Tonbridge, Sutton Valence, Leeds(?).
4. East Sussex: Hastings, Pevensey, Herstmonceux, Battle(?), Bodiam, Rye.
*. Sites subject to permission from owners.
Members are invited, whilst there is still plenty of time, to pass on their own
suggestions or comments. You can either contact Richard direct at the
University of Kent- 01227 764000, or pass on your ideas at the next CSG
conference.
One theme to be highlighted in the programme, and in the accompanying
talks will be that of coastal defence. But there are many issues equally
debatable. The strategic significance of the South-East in relation to the
continent was juxtaposed with a complex internal structure, including great
variations in landscapes and patterns of landholding. All of these factors and
the special role of towns in the area influenced the distribution and use of
castles from 1066 to the end of the Middle Ages.
FUTURE EVENTS. 1998.
Residential Courses:
Medieval Castles in South East Wales. 10 t h to 13 th July 1998.
In the Steps of the Plantagenets
8 t h to 16 t h August, 1998
Pamela Marshall is leading two residential courses connected with castles in
1998, from the University of Nottingham's Department of Adult Education.
One is a long weekend based in a Newport hotel, looking at Medieval Castles
in South-East Wales (Friday- Monday lunchtime, 10-13 July).
The second is an 8 day trip to the Loire Valley looking at medieval castles and
abbeys, based at the Hotellerie du Prieure St-Lazarre in Fontevraud, entitled
'In the steps of the Plantagenets' ( 8 t h - 16 th August). This top class hotel is
actually inside the 12th century abbey at Fontrevau, where Eleanor of
Aquitaine spent her retirement and which houses many of the tombs of the
Plantagenets.
8

Future Events.
Details are available from: Residential Courses Unit, Dept of Continuing
Education, University of Nottingham, 14 Shakespeare St, Nottingham,
NG1 4FQ.
Lectures:
The 1997/8 programme of Meetings from the RAI - Royal Archaeological
Institute- include two lectures of interest to CSG members:
The first meeting was on November 12*n, when Graham Keevil discussed
recent work at the Tower of London.. A summary report of this is found on
page 24. Also programmed is:
February 1 1 t h . 1998.
Why did the Irish build Tower Houses? Tom. McNeill.
Meetings are held in the Rooms of the Society of Antiquaries of London,
Burlington House, Piccadilly, London, W1V OHS. The Chair is taken at
5.00pm.
English Heritage:
1997/98 marks the second year of their new Winter Lecture series. All
lectures take place at 23 Savile Row, London, W1. Tel: 0171 973 3434.
The last lecture in the current series is:
March 3r(*; The Castle: Fortress or Country House.
Tickets are £3.00 each, but applicants would normally be members of
English Heritage.
The Flintshire Historical Society: February 28 t h :
Castles of North Wales in the 13 t h Century - John Kenyon.
Venue: Record Office, Hawarden, at 2.30. Contact CSG member Peter
Presford for further details. Tel: 01244 543820

Financial Report.
Receipts And Payments A/C 1st April 1996 - 31st March 1997
CSG Treasurer, Tony Burt, has provided the following sets of accounts, covering
the period up to 31/03/97 (already presented and discussed at the 1997 (AGM),
Interim Accounts for the period April-September 1997 and the Conference Account
for the Aberdeen meeting. The group has also attracted an additional 34 new
members since last year, details of whom will be found at the end of this Newsletter.
It was agreed at the last AGM that subscriptions would be increased to £5.00 per
annum from April 1st 1998. Enclosed with this Newsletter is a revised Standing
Order mandate and I would encourage all members already paying their subscription in this way to complete and return their mandates to me.
Receipts

Payments

Nottingham Conference
Newsletter 9
Newsletter 10
Postage & Stationery
CBA Fees/Insurance

6282.11
170.00
470.00
135.39

640.00
144.28

Excess of Receipts over Expenditure

Subscriptions
498.00
Conference Fees 9737.00
Bank Interest
71.98
Donations
2.50

3107.80

10309.48

10309.49

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT 31st March 1997
Balance b/f 01/04/96
Plus Excess of Receipts
over Payments

8481.15
3107.80

Comprising:
Deposit Account
Current Account

11588.95

11470.84
118.11
11588.95

INTERIM ACCOUNTS 1st April - 30th September 1997
Payments
Aberdeen Conference
CBA Insurance
CBA Affiliation Fee
Postage & Stationery

13554.20
104.64
33.00
107.56

13799.40
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Receipts
Subscriptions
417.00
Conference Receipts 4069.50
Bank Interest
111.58
Excess of Payments
over Receipts
9201.32
13799.40

Financial Report
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT 30th September 1997

Balance b/f 1st April

1997
Deposit A/C
Current A/C

Made up of:
11470.84
118.11

Deposit A/C
2318.92
Current A/C
68.71
Plus Excess of Payments
over receipts
9201.32

11558.95

11558.95
ABERDEEN CONFERENCE
Payments
University of Aberdeen
Accomm & Catering
Coach Hire
Dunnotar Castle
NT for Scotland
Excess of Receipts
over payments

Receipts
Conference Receipts
to 31/03/97

12234.20
1040.00
180.00
100.00

Bank Deposits
02/04/97
12/05/97

9637.00

2462.00
1607.50

152.30
13706.50

13706.50
Tony Burt

News - Wales - Dolforwyn
Excavation and consolidation continues at Dolforwyn. The 2nd Report, covering excavations from
1987 through to 1992 will be in Archaeologia Cambrensis No 146 (1997) now at the printers.Interim
reports are posted on the Web site www.york.ac.uk/depts/arch/staff/sites/dolforwyn/
dolforwynjnterim.html. This includes the 1997 season under the direction of Lawrence Butler.
It is estimated that there will be a further two years excavation work plus additional masonry
consolidation currently under the supervision of Stewart Tanner.
The D shaped tower was the find of 1997. An engraving of 1776 records a D shaped tower, and the
foundations were revealed this year. The principal elements of most Welsh built castles are found at
Dolforwyn - square keep, D and round towers; analogous with Castel-y-Bere, Dolwyddelan, Ewloe,
Carndochan and Dinas Bran.
The castle is due to be opened in the year 2000 by CADW. Further information can be found at the
above mentioned York internet site, or Dan Mersey's updates found in the Castlewales.com site.The
1985-90 excavation report is in Chateau Gaillard XV (1990) page 73 - 82.

11

Castles, education and interpretation: a personal view
John R Kenyon.
As someone who compiles annually for our Newsletter a list of the main
publications on castles published during the previous twelve months, it
never ceases to amaze me just how much is written on the subject. Of
course, only a small percentage can be regarded as truly original pieces of
work, making a major contribution to the advancement of our knowledge
of the subject. The study of castles also suffers to some extent from some
medieval archaeologists and art historians viewing even serious castle
students with a certain amount of disdain, as if they were grown men (or
women) 'playing at soldiers'.! To some extent the blame lies with the
castle fraternity, for the main interest of the castle to many is its fortifications; that is what attracted us to the subject. This is fine, for as Michael
Thompson emphazised whatever role castles played, their construction
as fortifications was of prime consideration for the builders of the majority
of them.
So what have been the key developments, if any, in the past ten years or
so? There have been a significant number of events and publications that
are worth highlighting, but three aspects in particular hold a certain
significance for me, of which the third can be viewed having the greatest
impact on those with a general interest in our heritage.
In 1987, at a conference held at Gregynog in mid Wales the Castle
Studies Group was formed, the leading light behind its formation being our
Secretary, Dr Bob Higham of the University of Exeter. Although our main
activities are the annual conference and the Newsletter, CSG has formulated general aims and made various recommendations, stressing that
castles should be viewed as just one source for the study of medieval
society and the landscape, as opposed to something that is purely
military. As such, the group can make important submissions on the
future of specific sites, and indeed has done so; for example Wigmore
Castle in Herefordshire, recently taken into guardianship by English
Heritage.
Asecond development was the publication in Architectural History (vol. 34
for 1991) of a thought-provoking account of the great tower or keep of
Orford Castle in Suffolk. The significance of this is, at first, that this
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scholarly journal mainly concerns itself with great houses and ecclesiastical architecture; castles barely rate a mention. Second, and more
important, the author, T.A. Heslop of the University of East Anglia, has in
the past largely been concerned with aspects of art of the Norman world,
but in this paper he not only opens our eyes to the form and function of the
internal arrangements of King Henry ll's tower, but also in his introduction
emphasized the unfortunate divide that has arisen between those who
study the architecture of castles on the one hand and those who examine
the art and architecture of our great medieval cathedrals and churches on
the other. He stresses that the serious study of our castles and churches
should not be divorced from one another if we are to understand the
Middle Ages fully. Many will remember Sandy Heslop's talk on Orford at
our Norwich conference.
However, arguably the most significant change in the last ten years or so,
an eent that did not just effect castle studies, was the creation of Cadw:
Welsh Historic Monuments, English Heritage and Historic Scotland. We
began to see from the late 1980's a refreshing change in the way sites are
interpreted for the public, and without any doubt, and without any bias
from an Englishman working in Wales, Cadw led the field, and still does in
the production of its guidebooks. The first to appear came out in 1985.
The original text was utilized for some sites, although with minor amendments, such as those guides to the Edwardian castles of north Wales by
Arnold Taylor, but for other monuments new authors were commissioned.
A limited print run, designed to last about three years for the major sites,
has enabled Cadw to constantly update its guidebook design and content,
and a slightly larger, much improved format began to appear from 1995.
What stand out in the Cadw guidebooks is that not only is the visitor still
given an authoritative description of the site, but that there a number of
other significant features which make the booklets informative both for the
visitor and for the teacher preparing site visits as part of the National
Curriculum. Each guide has a number of 'features' boxed off from the
main text: those for Laugharne include an account of the 1644 siege and
a historical summary and the sequence of the castle building. A second
key feature is the number of reconstructions included, for although some
aspects must be hypothetical, and are stressed as such, the drawings
give a clear impression how a building looked and the internal arrangements worked. Such reconstructions are also used in the interpretation
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panels which are now in position around most of the monuments in State
care, and these panels also help to clarify the main aspects of a
monument to those who do not wish to use the guidebook.
English Heritage, and to some extent Historic Scotland, is now catching
Cadw up in terms of guidebook design. Early on a number of souvenir
booklets appeared, mainly in full colour, but the main guides or handbooks remained almost the same.
There are some other notable aspects of the work of English Heritage in
interpretation. Amongst the improved access to parts of their monuments
is the flooring and roofing of the great tower of Conisbrough, resulting from
the need to secure this fine late 12th-century keep from damage through
pollution. This work has made study on one of the great Norman building
so much easier. Although one might not agree with every aspect of the
internal arrangements created by EH, it has made the main building on the
site easier to understand particularly to school parties, and emphasised
that castles were more than fortresses - they were also homes.
It is in the field of education for schools that EH has led the way, the
resources available to that organization being that much greater than for
their equivalents in Wales and Scotland, even proving beneficial to the
present writer for his courses on castle run for teachers. The range of
educational publications for teachers is most impressive, varying from
booklets and posters to videos. Besides a general handbook to assist
teachers in using castles, about sixteen medieval castles have specific
handbooks. Cadw has also produced a general handbook to castles and
a more detailed pack on Caernarfon, and some in Wales are close
enough to the border to make use of the EH handbooks to Goodrich and
St Briavels!
Historic Scotland have not been slow in producing similar resources for
teachers, either, and a number of castles have been covered, some site
packs also including a number of slides.
It is certainly the field of education and interpretation that stands out as an
advance in castle studies over the last few years, one that has had major
effect on the way the general public perceive these great monuments of
the Middle Ages. For the more specialist student, a wide range of books
and articles has appeared, of which J.G.N. Pounds' social and political
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history (The Medieval Castle in England and Wales, 1990) has confirmed
what a great historian of the Norman world once said of castles, that they
are 'too important to be left to architectural historians'. Unfortunately often
overlooked is the late David Cathcart King's interpretative history The
Castle in England and Wales (198), more than just a general account of
castles; it contains much that is thought provoking.
Elsewhere, further analysis of buildings continues to alter our long-held
views on some of our buildings, such as the Orford paper mentioned
above, and Philip Dixon's writings on Knaresborough and Norham.
Whereas the publication of some important excavations of earthwork and
other early castles have helped us to understand their development as
both fortress and home, our knowledge of the later buildings of England
and Wales, whether they be castles sensu stricto, fortress palaces, tower
houses or fortified homes, will be transformed by Anthony Emery's
magisterial three-volume series Greater Medieval Houses of England and
Wales 1300-1500, the first volume of which (Northern England) appeared
in December 1996.
Thus, although the subject, perhaps more than any other, does tend to
suffer from publications which add little or nothing to our knowledge of the
medieval castle, over the last ten years there has been much produced
which has been of the utmost significance, none more so than in the
interpretation of our state monuments for the education of the public at
large.
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News from English Heritage Properties North Region
David Sherlock reports:
Norham Castle was re-opened for visitors, April-October. A new guidebook is in preparation. New guides are also being written for Etal,
Brougham and Brough Castles. It is hoped that later this year the
Cumberland and Westmorland Society will publish a monograph on
Brougham Castle incorporating the results of recent documentary research and analytical survey.
The conservation work on the kitchen block with its 16th-century roof at
Aydon has been completed and this part of the castle re-opened for
visitors. A report on the work is to be published. Members of CSG will
have doubtless recognised parts of Aydon in the BBC's recent serialisation of 'Ivanhoe'. Conisborough Castle was not filmed.
At Piel Castle (Cumbria) Rachel Newman has published the results of
further structural recording in Transactions of Cumberland and Westmorland Vol.96 (1996). This report includes an account of the fallen masonry
on the foreshore first depicted by Thomas Hearne in 1781. A study of the
fragments has allowed a partial reconstruction of the north-east corner of
the keep to be made.
At Belsay Castle conservation work is being carried out with the aid of the
Courtauld Institute on the fifteenth-century wall paintings in the hall.
These paintings, reporduced in Sir Arthur Middleton's Account of Belsay
Castle (re-printed 1990) are amongst the most important medieval secular
wall paintings in the north of England. Above a row of tree stumps, some
of them hung with armorial shields are two ships with their attendant
boats. They appear to be merchant not warships.
*************************
Whilst in the North East, there have been some press reports regarding
Dally castle. This little known 13th building is claimed as 'getting a new
lease of life' and is planned to be opened for access next summer.
The remains of Dally castle (NY 774844 80) stand at the eastern end of
a narrow steep sided east to west ridge high above the Chirdon Burn, 2.5
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News - North of England
km SW of Tarset Castle. Excavations in 1888 found that the castle was
commenced and abandoned in the 13c and adapted into a Tower House in
the 14*n century.
Ford Castle
Members will remember enjoying a most agreeable stay at Ford Castle
during the 1994 CSG meeting. The local authority run facility is under threat
due to a cost cutting exercise. Ford was converted to a conference and Field
Centre by Northumberland County Council. The present building retains two
14 t n century towers and some sections dating from the 16-17™ centuries.
Hylton Castle - Sunderland
Channel 4's archaeological programme, Time Team helped focus national
attention on a unique £1m community-led scheme that was undertaken at
Hylton Castle in Sunderland.
Once known for it's high incidence of vandalism and dereliction, Hylton
residents are leading a scheme to transform the 14*n century castle and
surrounding area. This is part of a unique £1.4m community-led City
Challenge project to transform the 14th century castle and it's 75 acre dene.
Three years into the four year scheme it is already being hailed a success.
What started out as a "pie in the sky idea" from residents is now seen as one
of City Challenge's leading redevelopment programmes.
Raj Singh, City challenge co-ordinator with Sunderland City Council's leisure
department, said: this is a unique flagship project as it is Hylton Castle's
modern neighbours who are restoring and protecting this site. "The residents
saw this lovely green area in the middle of their estate being used as a
dumping ground for rubbish, vandalism and car burning, and decided it was
time that something was done with it. "At that time they had no chance of
getting their ideas put into operation but then City Challenge came along.
"Suddenly it became a very exciting opportunity for real grass roots ideas to
become a reality, for the slate to be wiped clean, if you like, and the area to
have a fresh start".
Sunderland City Challenge launched a major public consultation programme,
17

Hylton..
with all 13,700 homes within walking distance of the site being asked for their
views on how it could be improved. The ideas came thick and fast and the
following proposals were decided on:
A warden system to protect and manage the site. A training scheme that
would teach horticulture and other skills to jobless local people, who would
then go to work on the dene, most of which is a site of nature conservation
interest.
Improvements to the setting of the castle, with formal gardens and sheltered
seating for the elderly and parents. An area next the castle for fairs, concerts
and community events. Play facilities, footpaths and better use of the site by
schools. The community also voiced its desire to see that any work respected
the historical features that still existed - and the possibility of incorporating
any hidden archaeological elements.
Hence the invitation to Channel 4's award-winning archaeological programme - Time Team, presented by Tony Robinson - to visit the site in June,
1994, to help in assessing the condition of the castle and uncovering any
hitherto unknown features.
The Anneka Rice-style programme gives archaeologists using hi-tech
equipment just three days to find out what lies beneath a promising site.
What they found delighted those involved and held a national TV audience
spellbound. For under centuries of dirt they not only discovered a residential
building of the same age as the castle but also formal Elizabethan gardens
facing Hylton Dene.
The gardens are the only known example of their kind in Tyne and Wear, and
it was decided to see if they could be incorporated into the City Challenge
scheme.
While that idea has now had to be put on hold until money can be found to do
a feasibility study, other work - funded by City Challenge, Sunderland City
Council and Northumbria Water among other- has progressed in leaps and
bounds with many historical features finding their way into the final design.
The building of the adventure playground - which incorporates a mock castle
18

Hylton ...
- yielded some surprises. While the equipment was being built, workers
came across an Elizabethan road. Ratherthan cover it up, the play area was
redesigned and a path built that follows the road's course. A cobbled
courtyard found at the front of the castle is also being recreated and work
should finish this summer.
Another addition to the original schedule has been the restoration of a lake,
in co-operation with the Durham Wildlife Trust and Northumbria Water, which
put up the £150,000 needed. The south side of the lake has been left as a
conservation area, while there is a fishing platform to the north.
Everyone is tremendously pleased about what has been achieved so far. If
things continue at the dene as they are, and it becomes the major park we
want it to be, then that can only be good news for everyone".
One youth-oriented success story that has already borne fruit is the training
scheme. Thirty unemployed youngsters from the area have now been
trained in horticulture up to the NVQ level, with 15 finding full-time jobs. The
use of trainees has helped to keep costs down, and reinforce the feeling that
this is a community project. Mr Singh said: "By using trainees we have been
able to treble the amount of work we are doing, and help people learn skills
and get jobs they may never have had the opportunity to do. "For that alone,
this project has been a tremendous success story".
The landscaping and planting of the premier park will continue, and community and City Challenge representatives will be looking at the heritage and
interpretation of the revitalised site. Steve Speak and Beric Morley are
currently in process of writing up a new interpretation of the site intended for
publication in the Antiquaries Journal. This will present a more detailed view
and include some additional evaluations undertaken post Time Team. A
short report and geophysical surveys are available from Steve Speak, Senior
Keeper of Archaeology, Tyne & Wear Museums, Baring St, South Shields,
Tyne & Wear, to whom thanks are due.
Middleham
For the first time in centuries, visitors to Middleham Castle, North Yorks, will
be able to walk up to the castle at first floor level. English Heritage has spent
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Middleham..
£75,000 installing a three tier staircase, elevated walkway and viewing
platform which will allow visitors to take the original route up the the top of
the keep and look down on the Great Hall.

News from English Heritage Properties Midlands Region.
Glyn Coppack reports:
Earlier in the year there was local publicity when discussions were entered
into with the Environment Agency regarding reflooding the Mere at
Kenilworth Castle. Talks were initiated by the Agency as part of their
flood relief plans forthe town of Kenilworth and the mere would be used as
a catchment area. However, the initial interest became qualified when it
became clear that the Agency really had in mind only partial flooding; the
result would neither be accurate or attractive.
Also there was the question of compensation that would have to be paid
to two local farmers - estimated to be in the region of £ % million. The total
scheme was costed in the region of £1.5 million. The cost has so far been
the obstacle to further progress, but in principle, English Heritage may
take the project forward in two to three years. For the mere to reach the
Henry V pavilion (the Pleasuance), the water would have to be flooded up
to at least four feet, and there are questions about the viabililty of aquatic
life at this level.
Meanwhile, work progresses on Leicester's Gatehouse. £600,000 has
been spent on stabilising the building and renovating the interior in
preparation for opening up access to all the building to the public for the
first time. A further £200,000 is budgeted to be spent. Part of the building
will be used as an education resource centre. It has been found that the
gatehouse sits on an earlier square tower. Other schemes include
complete new information panels inside Leicester's stables plus a large
scale model of the full site including the mere and Pleasaunce, as seen in
the second half of the 16 t h century. Catering is also planned. Finally, the
upper floor of the the Stables are being reestablished and will be used by
the local council and other community activities.
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News - Midlands
Wigmore.
The full £1.2 million project is now under way. Capps and Capps of
Hereford have been appointed as the repairing masonry contractors and
the University of Lancaster Archaeology Unit are handling the survey
work. They have been on site since October. 'Marches Archaeology' of
Lyonshall will be on site in February to examine the East Tower.
Work so far has established the the curtain walls standing between the
East and South Towers remain to full height, approx two feet above the
wallwalk. The views expressed about the dating are that the East tower
is 13 th century and the South early 14 th century. The project is set to last
about two years.
*******************************************************************
Tower of London
Reconstruction of how the Henry III entrance tower may have appeared
if it had been completed to its fullest extent. See page 24
Reproduced by courtesy of Edward Impey - Historic Royal Palaces Agency.
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News - Midlands
Tattershall Castle.
Almost 100 years ago, a series of stained glass windows recording the
names of the owners of Tattershall Castle over the centuries were commissioned by Lord Curzon. He had rescued the castle from speculators in
1911 and had then embarked on a necessarily intensive campaign of
restoration. The stained glass windows were one of the few features of the
original castle that Curzon altered during restoration. They were designed by
the celebrated Clayton and Bell, the largest and most fashionable name in
stained glass at the time. With their medieval and heraldic designs it is easy
to imagine that they formed a proud finishing touch to Curzons work on the
castle. The National Trust were recently donated by Mrs Angela Farrar Bell
30 original full size working drawings (known as cartoons) of the stained glass
windows to the Castle. They had been stored in her garage for many years.
The cartoons have been sent away for conservation work, and will be
displayed at the castle in due course.
Archaeology at Tattershall
Ralph, Lord Cromwells' Tower which now forms Tattershall Castle was once
part of a vast medieval complex which supported the family and its entire
household, but there is little visible trace of the castles previous life. During
his restoration work during the 1900s Curzon found that the filling of the
moats and subsequent heightening of the ground level had meant that even
the foundations of the 13th century castle were no longer visible.
During routine repair work last Autumn, to the wall in the tilt yard, National
Trust contractors found a previously undiscovered wall running underground.
Speculation is that this could form part of the medieval range of domestic
buildings. Archaeologists are now carrying out a geophysical survey. The
survey will be non-destructive.
Beeston
A permanent exhibition opened recently at 13th century Beeston Castle,
Cheshire. "Castle of the Rock" draws on the sites 4000 year history from
Bronze age hillfort to its besieging in the Civil War. For details phone 0189
260464
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News - South West - Medieval and Civil War Defences at Bristol.
BARAS - Bristol and Region Archaeological Services -have recently completed
the latest in a series of intensive field evaluations on the medieval and civil war
defences of Bristol. This has concentrated on an area of wall to the west of
Temple Meads Railway station, known as the Portwall. This covered a distance
of 850m, with two gates and a number of semi-circular bastions at regular
intervals to the south of a large round tower - Tower Harratz
The tower was unique in design, with six clay 'spines' radiating from a clay core
around which the stone tower was constructed. Excavations to the east of this
revealed a remarkably well preserved Civil War gun battery, or redoubt. The
overall layout was a long rectangular shape running east-west with a V shaped
end. Several phases of construction, from medieval to 18th century were
apparent. The walls stood nearly 2.5m high in places, with blocked openings for
canon and musket loops. These were situated for possible flanking fire across
the broad external ditch and the River Avon. Subterranean passageway within
the redoubt may have been a sally port, or access to sluice gates which
controlled the water level in the ditch.
To the south of the Tower lay a Watergate, shown
only as a bastion on plans of the city walls. An
enormous arched entrance pierces the wall, with
large buttresses on either side. A sally port to the
south of this lead into a complex of internal
passageways , possibly leading to an internal
chamber with a arrow loop. A further arched
entrance through the wall was accessible from
the passageways and was set at a lower level
than the Watergate.
The Portwall itself often survived close to the modern ground surface and had
rarely been truncated by post-medieval activity. Between Tower Harratz and the
Watergate lay an internal chamber with a arrowloop facing out onto the ditch.
This would have been protected by the flanks of Tower Harratz. To the south of
the Watergate two further semi-circular bastions were also located.
From details submitted by Simon Cox. Of Barras. Bristol City Museum and Art Gallery, Queens Road,
Bristol BS8 1TL
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News- Southern England
Tower of London
Members will remember that in CSG Newsletter 10, a short note was
carried about the Tower Environs Scheme and the proposals to reflood
the moat, amongst many other improvement schemes. Since that issue,
evaluation work has continued and the Oxford Archaeology Unit have
been involved in 'one of the most intensive campaigns of archaeological
ever undertaken at the Tower'.
The results so far are summarised in an article in the October edition of
Current Archaeology and a fully illustrated interim report is due in the new
year. This will be produced by the Historic Royal Palaces Agency and the
OAU and will cost £15.00 (inclusive of postage & packing) from: The
Tower Environs Scheme Project Office, HM Tower of London, EC3N 4AB.
This two year research has yielded a 'vast body of new information,
particularly the evolution of its medieval defences'. The most significant
new discovery are the masonry foundations of an entrance building built
during the reign of Henry III (1216- 72), This gateway is positioned
centrally along the west wall and is now outside and opposite what is now
the Beauchamp Tower built later by Edward I It fronted onto a contemporary moat pre-dating Edward I's moat but nearly equal to it in width. The
remains of a timber bridge were also found, linked to the masonry but
apparently never completed.
Edward Impey, Curator of the Historic Royal Palaces has drawn a
reconstruction of how the building may have appeared.(page 21). It may
be that the structure was never completed due to continuous subsidence,
but the drawing gives an impression of what the builders may have
intended. Much evidence remains of efforts made to stabilise the
masonry structure and there are about 100 beech piles driven in at the
base of the eastern side of the building. Dating allows for an accurate
estimation of the years 1240/41, and this corresponds to documentary
evidence from Matthew Paris, a Benedictine monk from St Albans, who
records a major structural failure at the Tower during the night of April
23 rcl . 1240. He wrote" the stonework of a certain noble gateway which the
king had built at great expense, fell to the ground.... As if struck by an
earthquake....".
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Survey Report - Castle Donington, Leicestershire SK448276.
In April, 1997, the Historic Buildings Team of Leicestershire County Council,
led by Dr. Chris Brooke, commissioned archaeologist Peter Ryder to conduct
a survey of the surviving pre-19 th century structures of Castle Donington.
Members may remember Peter Ryder who spoke to the group on peles,
bastles and strong houses during the 1994 conference at Ford Castle,
Northumberland. Peter's brief was to visit every house within the historic core
of the small town, including the properties that now stand upon the castle
motte. A report would then be produced and his findings presented at an
open meeting.
In May Sarah Speight and Pamela Marshall of the CSG went along to
Donington to see how the survey was progressing. Peter guided us around
the castle site. It is now heavily developed but the remarkable double ditch
system is still evident, forming private gardens and allotments. Due to the
incredible depth of these ditches, and the narrow bank between them,
emerging opinion is that the defences must have a prehistoric origin. On the
north-west of the motte there exists a portion of masonry with a surviving 12*n
century doorway, now blocked and forming the rear wall of a private house.
This has been interpreted as a mural door leading into a garderobe in the
thickness of the curtain wall. In front of the same house survives a deep
stone-lined well (now covered), which surely belongs to the medieval castle.
Other tantalising hints of the castle in tales of blocked and vaulted cellars
have so far proved impossible to verify.
Donington Castle
Donington was an outlying manor of the earls of Chester. They subinfeudated it to the lords of Halton (near Runcorn) who were also Constables of
Chester. The Constables would have rarely visited their castle here and the
manor was used as a source of patronage for the Augustinian priory of Norton
in Cheshire. The endowment of the priory for instance included the church of
Donington, the tithe of the mill of Donington, a ploughland in Donington and
half a ploughland called Wavertoft in the same township (P. Greene, Norton
Priory, 1989; 4).
Donington does feature in the famous treaty between the earls of Leicester
and Chester drawn up during the latter part of the reign of Stephen: 'neither
the earl of Chester nor the earl of Leicester ought to build any new castle
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Castle Donington....
between ...Coventry and Donington, or between Donington and Leicester
(English Historical Documents Vol. II). The interpretation of this treaty is
still controversial but it at least suggests that Donington castle was functioning in this period. In the 1190s the fortunes of the lords of Donington
increased significantly. Roger, Constable of Chester (and last Angevin
castellan of Chateau Gaillard) inherited via his grandmother the de Lacy
honour of Pontefract. From Roger the estate descended to Henry II de Lacy,
builder of Denbigh Castle in the 1280s. Henry granted Donington its market
and fair in 1278. His daughter Alice married Thomas of Lancaster (executed
1322), taking Donington into the Duchy. With the accession of Henry
Bolingbroke in 1399, Donington became a royal castle and the subject of
minor repairs noted in the Patent Rolls throughout the 15 tn century.
Despite a quantity of documentary information it is difficult to reconstruct the
medieval appearance of Donington Castle. It began life as an early 12 t h
century motte fashioned from within a prehistoric double-ditch system, in
1215 John de Lacy sided with the rebels against King John, as a result of
which the castle was slighted by a royal force. Rebuilding followed. An
Elizabethan Commissioner's Report of 1584-5 records five stone towers, a
curtain wall and a dwelling house 'in the midst of the castle yard of plaster and
studdes'. From this point on the castle was little more than a stone quarry.
The present town name of 'Castle' Donington is a fairly recent one to avoid
confusion with other Doningtons. That this was a necessary addition is
demonstrated by Peter Ryder's discovery of a depiction of Donnington
Castle, Berkshire labelled as Donington, Leicestershire. There is one
undisputed piece of pictorial evidence; Nicholas in his History and Antiquities
of Leicestershire (1804) reproduces an engraving of the 1790s depicting the
Manor Court meeting house built within an earlier hall with pilasters and a
Romanesque opening.
Sarah Speight 23/5/97
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News from CADW
Dinefwr
As CSG Newsletter No 10 reported last year, owing to subsidence near
the current castle entrance, the official opening of the castle had to be
postponed. The final rectification work has at last been completed (end
October 1997). Any official opening ceremony will be delayed until the
Spring when the National Trust re-open Newton House and Grounds.
However, we understand that the castle can be approached on foot
through grounds managed by the West Wales Naturalist Trust, and the
castle will be open for visitors during the winter.
Chepstow
Unsafe cliffs near the Hall at Chepstow castle had forced closure of
access for over a year to the Upper Barbican. Contractors recently
finished reinforcing the cliffs with stainless steel pins (end November) and
the public once again have access to all parts of the castle.
Dryslwyn
Ahead of the official combined guides to be published for Dinefwr and
Dryslwyn the interim excavation report on Dryslwyn is available on the
Internet site of Durham University. Hypertext links from Castlewales.com
afford easy access.
Publications 1998.
The following are planned for the near future:
Castell Coch
Conwy
Dinefwr & Dryslwyn
Tretower Court & Castle
Gower - A guide to the Ancient & Historic Sites of the Gower Peninsula
Pamphlet Guides:
Castell y Bere - R. Avent.
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News- Wales
The G T Clark Centenary.
The year 1998 marks the centenary of the death of George Thomas Clark of Dowlais and
Talygam, ironmaster, railway engineer, historian of Glamorgan, author of a massive volume
of genealogies, Limbus Patrum and compiler of an invaluable collection of early Glamorgan
documents, known as the Cartae. His volumes on medieval military architecture in Britain
remained the standard authoritative work on castles for many years.
To commemorate this remarkable man and the range of his achievements a volume of
essays reflecting the many facets of his long life is planned, the first of its kind.The University
of Wales Press is considering the projected work for publication, possibly in November 1998.
A list of the various authors, each expert in his own field, who have agreed to contribute
chapters to the book are highlighted below.
In order that this important book can be published, the Committee must have support. In
fact, it needs at least a hundred subscribers, that is, people who will commit themselves in
advance to purchasing the book. No money should be sent now, only a promise to pay- at an
advantageous price- before the date of publication. The pre-publication (or subscription
price) will be £22.50 (UK post free). After publication, the retail price will be in the region of
£30.00 A list of subscribers will be printed in the volume.

George Thomas Clark
Scholar Ironmaster, 1809-1898
The book, to be published towards the end of 1998 will consist of approximately 192
pages of text and illustrations. The following authors have agreed to contribute chapters
(all titles, including that of the book are provisional). The volume will also contain a bibliography of Clark's writings.
Foreword by Sir Glanmore Williams
Introductory chapter by Brian James (Editor)
'Clark the Ironmaster' Professor L J Williams
Clark and the Politics of Merthyr Tydfil Professor leun Jones
Clark and the Public Health Movement - A J Croft
'Castles Clark' by John R Kenyon
Clark's Cartae by Brian James
Clark's Limbus Patrum by Barry Davies
Clark of Talygam by Derrick Kingham
Clark and the Arts by Peter Leech.
'Clark the Horticulturist' by Susan Muir
The Clark Family Portraits by Donald Moore
If you wish to subscribe please contact the Commemoration Committee secretary: Mr
Kingham, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ • W ^ H ^ ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ H
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News - Scotland.
Excavations at Fetternear Aberdeenshire. NJ 723170.
Mrs Cassandra Whittal, owner of the site, welcomed CSG members to Fetternear during their conference based at Aberdeen, 9-13th April 1977. The visit
provided the directors of the excavation an opportunity to discuss their work with
Castle Studies Group delegates.
1997 Excavation.
The third excavation season at the summer palace of the Bishops of Aberdeen
at Fetternear in June and July confirmed that the site is a complex one. During
this season virtually all of the modern contexts, as well as contexts contaminated
by the late 19th century excavation, were removed within Areas A-C. In parts of
Area B, slight evidence of plough damage was detected. The stratigraphy of
walls exposed in the course of the 19th century excavation reveals a complicated
sequence. Most of the 19th C excavation has been backfilled, apart from Area
A. This was evidently left as an archaeological feature in the lawn in front of the
mansion, and the evidence indicates that part of it was converted into a flower
bed .
A garde-robe was identified in Area A; it appears to have been erected above an
earlier structure. Its outflow, which has not been excavated, seems to flow into
a ditch infilled with building rubble at the time that the tower house was erected
later in the 16th C. The ditch infill contained medieval glass and window lead. An
articulated canid skeleton was found in the upper part of the fill.
Part of the infill of a ghost wall in Area B was excavated. The removal of this
material indicated that archaeological deposits are at least 1.5m deep, a
remarkable depth of stratigraphy for a rural site in Scotland. This ghost wall cut
through organic material and the wall was probably removed in the 14th C.
Evidence from this years work confirms the international relevance of the site.
The Bishops' palace in the 14th century was comparable in size and form with
the most elaborate examples in other parts of the British Isles. Hitherto such
structures have not been identified in Scotland.
The writers wish to thank Mrs C Whittall, Mrs C Fyffe, Mr R Fyffe and Mr D Fyffe
for their support and for allowing access to the site.
Nick Bogdan & Dr P Z Dransart- University of Wales, Lampeter
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News - Scotland
The Scottish Castles Association
CSG members at the Aberdeen Conference will remember meeting John
Wright, Chairman of the SCA, Scottish Castles Association. The SCA is an
Association for all who have a love and enthusiasm for Scottish castles and
towers and who desire to learn about their construction and history and
contribute to their preservation and restoration. Membership includes castle
owners, chatelaines, architects, historians, writers, artists, custodians, keepers
and carers.
The aims and objectives of the SCA include:
•
•

•
•
•
•

The preservation and renovation of ancient fortified works, buildings, castles
and dwellings having a historic character and associated parks and gardens.
The encouragement and support of owners and keepers of these properties
and all those committed to the preservation and development of these
national heritage and cultural assets.
The scientific study and research into the history of these properties and the
people who occupied them.
The organisation of local, national, and international seminars to bring
together experts and enthusiasts.
To collect and disseminate to members news and information that will
educate assist and encourage.
To play an active role in providing a future for buildings which are vulnerable
or "at risk", bringing together possible restorers and potential properties for
them to restore.

Meetings are held eight times per year at different castle locations appropriate to
the spread of membership, and usually take place on a Sunday afternoon.
Activities include the publishing of a regular newsletter, visits to castles, exhibitions and events, and a program of lectures, study groups and local discussions
within different membership areas.
For details contact:
Chairman - John Wright of Plane, |
Membership Sec: Graham Coe,
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Castle Studies on the World Wide Web
The influence of the Internet and the WWW seems to be touching all our
lives. The list below is a non-exhaustive directory of Web sites where
CSG members may find something of interest. The most interesting site
by far is http//www.castlewales.com; this has been developed by Jeff
Thomas, a Welshman living in the USA. In the following item Jeff Thomas
and Lise Hull explain the origins of their interest in castle studies and the
development of this web site.
www.hipark.austin.isd.tenet.edu/medieval/ca.
www.castles.org
www.apocalypse.org/pub/u/seer/castle.html
www.castlesunltd.com/index.html
www.emg.com/castles
(for children)
//fox.nstn.ca/wtmonk/castle/main.htrnl.
www.asf.be/plugin/castle/main.html (Belgium castles)
www.camelotintl.com/heritage
www.turkey.org.castles.html (Turkey)
www.cua.edu/ww/hist/netserf/home.html (The Internet connection for
medieval resources).
www.compulink.co.uk/~archaeology/cahome.html
www.westwales.co.uk
www.dur.ac.uk/archaeology/staff/cc/dryslwyn.html (Durham UniversityChris Caple)
www.york.ac.uk/depts/arch/staff/sites
www.geocites.com/enchantedforest7695/menu.html - a virtual tour of
Skipton Castle by Burley in Wharfedale Middle School
www.magi.com/wttoyooka/oshiro - castles of Japan
www.data-wales.co.uk
As an indication of how popular some of these sites are, the number of
'hits' that castlewales.com receives on average are over 700 per day- up
to 22,000 per month. November 1997 averaged 735 per day. The best
time for this site is Sunday morning. Castlewales.com now includes
contributions from Paul Remfry and Dan Mersey, and a look at the site
touches on the possibilities of how this media form can play a growing part
in the dissemination of information that is potentially an excellent source
for research and publication, particularly in the use of hypertext links.
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News- Internet
In conversation with Jeff Thomas, creator of the CASTLEWALES.COM
web site.
"First ... The Castles of Wales is a non-profit, educational site and the
information is provided free of charge. I neither solicit contributions nor
accept sponsorships. I have turned down several offers of sponsorship,
because I feel strongly that any type of corporate sponsorship, would taint
the non-profit, non-commercial nature of the site. The site is funded and
maintained entirely at my own expense.
Lise [Hull] is my main contributing editor and the site's most valuable
asset, however, other than that the Castles of Wales is basically a
one-man project. I do/did all the design, layout, HTML. Graphics, data
entry, and all the web set-up and maintenance myself.
How did all the site come about?. My site actually was a result of the
CompuServe Welsh-Language controversy that surfaced in late 1995
(opps - your service provider:-) We were a close-knit group of Cymruphiles participating on the CompuServe UK/Wales forum, when we were
suddenly told that Welsh would no longer be allowed on the forum. The
protest that followed is well-documented in the U.K. - less so in the U. S.
As a result, several of us determined to create our own web site about
Wales that would be free from such censorship, hence the creation of a
web site called WalesNet, which covered many different aspects of Welsh
culture and society. The Castles of Wales was originally a part of
WalesNet, but I soon outgrew the space I was allowed there and left
because of this and because the creator of WalesNet stopped working on
the project.
With the freedom to put as much material and photographs on line as I
wanted, I was able to create what I hoped would be an informative and
visually entertaining set of pages for the web.
As far as visitors to the site. Right now we average about 750 visitors a
day, which I think is pretty good. The numbers are certainly modest when
compared with commercial sites, however, I'm very happy with the site's
popularity. At this time last year it was about 250 a day.
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As far as e-mail goes, that keeps me quite busy. I average about 5 to 7
pieces of mail from the site every day - seven days a week. It's hell when
I go on holiday. My mailbox is usually stuffed when I return! :-) I always
personally answer all my e-mail and try to help as much as I possibly can
with people's questions.
A big break for the site may be in the works. I have recently been
contacted by Microsoft, who tell me they are going to feature the site from
their main Internet Explorer home page for a week, beginning November
5th. They have warned me that this exposure could result in as many as
100,000 people a day visiting the site while it's being featured. It's
possible that this could lead to some type of permanent breakthrough in
popularity. If that happens - fine - if not - that's OK too. I'm not doing the
project for publicity, but rather to help people become more aware of
Wales and it's history. That's always been the main goal.
I've been in contact with two archaeologists during the past year; Andrew
Selkirk, who puts out Current Archaeology magazine, and Dan Mersey,
who's involved with the current excavation project at Dolforwyn Castle. I
too would one day like to see the site become more of an archaeological
resource, though I'm not quite sure how to go about it.
About Cadw. They've been amazingly quiet about the site. In fact, I've
had NO contact from them whatsoever, even though I do a great amount
of advertising for them (for free) and I've been a member since 1992. Go
figure... It's about time they did a site of their own. English Heritage and
Historic Scotland have been on the web for some time.
(CADW are in process of producing their own Web site. Ed.)
Lise Hull, the main editorial contributor to Castlewales.com owns and
operates CASTLES UNLIMITED, a research business dedicated to the
promotion and study of British castles. She writes and publishes "The
Castle Enthusiast", a monthly newsletter that focuses on the history and
architecture of specific British castles. Each issue journeys to a different
region and features a particular castle. Additional articles usually have
relevance to the castle under study. Topics include other historic or
prehistoric sites in the region, castle terminology, personalities, legends
associated with the castle or the region, cultural nuances, and travel to
Britain.
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CASTLES UNLIMITED evolved from Ms. Hull's passion for Britain's
castles. A retired naval officer who was stationed in West Wales, she
travelled extensively and explored over 160 castles. She has returned to
Great Britain several times, most recently to marry her American husband,
Marvin, with Haverfordwest Castle looming in the background! Upon her
return to the U.S., she recognised how little many Americans know about
authentic castles. She developed CASTLES UNLIMITED with the goal of
educating and encouraging people to become involved in their preservation.
Making use of her Masters Degree in Historic Preservation and her
extensive education in archaeology, Ms. Hull established CASTLES
UNLIMITED. It is a home-based business that makes extensive use of
the Internet and postal service to interact with customers living all around
the world. Operating on a shoestring budget and aided by her husband
(designer and maintainer of the web site http://www.castlegate.net/
castlesu), Lise Hull has been actively educating the public about Britain's
castles since April 1995. Last year, she collaborated in the production of
a video, Ruins of Romance, writing the voice-over script and conducting
research for the project.
She contributes articles on castles to two web sites, one of which (the
Castles of Wales) has received several awards for its content. The web
sites are: http://www.castlewales.com and http://www.castlegate.net.
Besides operating CASTLES UNLIMITED, Ms. Hull is a freelance writer,
specialising in Welsh/British heritage. She writes a monthly column for
Ninnau, the North American Welsh newspaper, called "Wales, Off the
Beaten Track". Each article features a piece of Welsh heritage, not only
castles but also prehistoric sites, Roman ruins, Celtic sites, and relics from
the Industrial Age. She is also on the staff of Renaissance Magazine,
writing articles on "Castle Lore". While she emphasises British castles,
she has also written a feature on the real Castle Dracula, Poenari. For a
year, Ms. Hull contributed articles on Scottish clans and their castles for
US Scots Magazine. She has also had an article on Pembroke Castle
published by Army Times News Service. Currently, she is working on a
piece for Ambassador, the in-flight magazine for TWA, on Caerphilly
Castle. Early next year, Ms. Hull will be initiating a regular "castle of the
month" feature for a new magazine based in New York. CASTLES
UNLIMITED receives no monetary support other than the fees for services
provided.
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Feature:

The Mystery at Morgraig

Dylan lorwerth, writing in the CADW magazine Heritage in Wales explains how Jack Spurgeon is unravelling the mystery concerning the
origins of Morgraig Castle, near Cardiff.
"It was the summer of 1895 that they stumbled upon it, as they struggled
through the undergrowth upfrom the main Cardiff to Caerphilly Road. The
new Civic buildings may well have glinted in the distance as the small
group of men explored the overgrown remains, 800 feet up on Llanishen
Rock.
John Ward, an early archaeologist from Cardiff Museum, was the leader.
He had heard the local stories about an ancient British fort and they had
seen the maps with the rather strange rectangular shape. Full of the spirit
of the late Victorians they were the first to try and solve the mystery of
Morgraig. Eight years later, Ward had the job of overseeing the excavations on the southern side of the ridge that looks over Cardiff. By 1905,
with an architect and a historian, he published the article which made clear
that Castell Morgraig was in fact a 13 tn century castle.
That discovery was not a solution. Since then there has bee a fierce
debate about the ruins. Who built the castle and why? Was it a last
defiant Welsh fortress for the native lord of Senghennydd or the harbinger
of the final conquest? Is it an important place for Wales or just a name in
a footnote?
In 1997, more than 100 years after John Ward first walked over the
tumbledown walls, there have been newspaper articles claiming this to be
the scene of the Welsh Alamo, where a Welsh rebellion was defeated in
1315. It seems that a lot of political and emotional energy is being
invested in the few remaining pieces of stonework. There is even a
society set up to protect Morgraig. The castle stands on a divide, as in the
13 th century when it straddled the border between Welsh Senghennydd
and English Glamorgan.
The job of Cadw and the professionals of the Royal Commission on
Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales is to try and establish the
facts, disregard emotion, and come to a sound judgement, if possible,
beyond all reasonable doubt.
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Jack Spurgeon doesn't really look like a detective. There is an avuncular
air about him as he sits at his tidy desk, reaching for this book and that on
castles in Glamorgan, flicking through the pages. He has retired now as
an investigator for the Royal Commission and works from home on a new
hosing estate just outside Aberystwyth. Retired he may be, but the
enthusiasm is still there as his finger traces the maps of ancient castles,
showing an unorthodox tower here, an unusual feature there. This was
the enthusiasm that made him give up history teaching back in the 60's to
combine his passion with work. One can just about hear the flicker of a
Cardiff accent as he talks of his investigations on Morgraig.
He is a history detective. The Commission has asked him to write the
report on the forgotten castle, a whodunnit in stone and mortar. His report
will discuss all the possibilities and weigh up the evidence for and against.
Many professional and amateur historians have different views about
Castell Morgraig. Jack Spurgeon is the expert who has to winnow the
grain from the chaff. His report will say that the castle is probably the work
of an Anglo-Norman lord... and many people will not like it. "Its a very odd
castle," he says and shakes his head, part in exasperation, partly relishing
the challenge. "Its not clear cut. There are archaic features, which would
suggest it's Welsh but there aren't any ditches, which are usually the most
impressive features of the Welsh castles of north Wales. Very odd."
All things considered though, he is ready to venture that Castell Morgraig
was built by the Anglo-Norman De Clare lords of Glamorgan sometime
after 1243 and before 1267, when it was abandoned unfinished as the de
Clares defeated the last Welsh native lord in the area and started building
Caerphilly nearby.
Jack Spurgeon reaches for his report, ready to present the case. It is
almost like a criminal investigation - there are material clues and historic
fingerprints - but an archaeological detective also has to look for motive
and opportunity, before balancing it all up in the scale of probabilities.

The Clues
The first clues at Morgraig are in the masonry itself. The walls have
suffered since being uncovered by Ward and friends more than 90 years
ago. The battlements had vanished and, sadly, those early detectives
failed to consolidate what was left and safeguard the clues.
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The shape of the castle walls and the thickening on one side of each tower
was evidence of a spiral staircase there, starting at first floor level. Newel
stones, which would form the central pillars of such staircases were also
found - an unusual discovery if the castle was really Welsh. As often
happens in criminal cases, what is not discovered can be just as significant as what is. At Morgraig, there was no evidence of roofing materials
or evidence of internal buildings. Clear proof, then, that Morgraig had
never been finished.
And, then, a crucial factor - a lot of carved stones, used as dressings for
doorways and windows, again a more English feature. But it was history's
version of forensic science that clinched the discovery.'
The carved stones were of a particular and unique kind - Sutton stone, a
whitish rock with flecks of shiny quartz, which was quarried in the Vale of
Glamorgan in the Middle Ages. There is no mistaking it, says Jack
Spurgeon, with the confidence of a Maigret.
Other visible features are more confusing. Flanking towers at each corner
were a thirteenth century development which the Welsh had hardly
adopted, but the keep and modest entrance are both archaic features and
a nod towards the Welsh. In the end, the detective comes back again to
the use of that Sutton stone.
The Opportunity
"Sutton stone only came from a single very isolated quarry near Ogmore
on Southerdown," says Jack Spurgeon, as he draws on his cigarette.
"This good stone was exhausted by the end of the Middle Ages."
It's when you study the political history of the period that the significance
of this becomes obvious. Ogmore Castle was within the fertile lowlands
firmly controlled by the de Clare family. The Welsh lord of Senghennydd
would never have had the chance of obtaining such valuable stone.
From 1243 onwards there would have been constant tension between the
Anglo-Normans on the fertile lowlands of Glamorgan and the Welsh lords
who still clung to the highlands of Rhondda, Rhymni and Taff valleys.
In 1245 and 1246, Richard de Clare had annexed two of the Welsh
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lordships, Glynrhondda and Meisgyn, leaving only Senghennydd in native
hands. In 1257, there was further pressure as Llwelyn the Last extended
his influence down to Glamorgan and even entered it to destroy the de
Clare castle at Llangynwyd.
"It's inconceivable that the Welsh lord of Senghennydd would have been
able to get Sutton stone in this period for Morgraig," says Jack Spurgeon
again. "It's inconceivable too that Richard de Clare would have allowed
him to build a castle looking right down into Cardiff."
The Motive
"The dating is crucial," says Jack Spurgeon, with more than 30 years'
experience in his voice. The detective has to be meticulous in creating a
chronology, building it up carefully, using solid clues and circumstantial
evidence.
Jack Spurgeon narrows the field down to that 24 year period up to 1267,
when the de Clare lords and the Welsh lord of Senghennydd were facing
each other across the very ridge on which Morgraig is built. On balance,
he favours Earl Richard and a date of 1243-62.
Supporters of the Welsh theory say the castle would have been built to
threaten Cardiff. Backers of de Clare insist that their man would never
have countenanced such barefaced cheek. The castle, they say, was
intended to guard the main road into Cardiff and to catch marauders on
the way back.
The Second Mystery of Morgraig
It was on one visit to the castle that Jack Spurgeon and his colleagues
started following some trenches along the ridge.
"We went to explore those and wandered further," he explains. "We found
two little collapsed stone towers about a mile to the East. They were close
together, and a third was found later across the river Taff near Llantrisant.
They've never been excavated.
The towers are all on the border between the lordship of Glamorgan and
Welsh lands, just like Morgraig - for Jack Spurgeon they are another hint
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that Morgraig Castle could have been a cavalry outpost with a chain of
lookout towers, serving a patrolled frontier.
"I'm absolutely convinced it's an English-built castle," he says and sits
back again in his chair.
There is currently no public access to Morgraig.
Article reproduced by kind permission of CADW.
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MEMBERS ACTIVITIES
Conleth Manning, National Monuments Service, Dublin, is writing reports
for publication on excavations at Glanworth Castle, Co Cork, and on
survey and excavations at Roscrea Castle, Co Tipperary.
Researching evidence for "Yetts" in Ireland and historical evidence for
same.
Ron Shoesmith FSA preparation for EH Monograph on Goodrich, and
possible monograph covering Clun Castle and Town. Continued involvement in research program associated with current English Heritage
repair and consolidation works at Wigmore.
Gregory Coates is working towards a M.Phil with the title "A Consideration of the Poetics of the Castle Form". "The castle can be regarded as
a key symbol and metaphor of medieval society; it is both an icon and a
military piece of hardware in which social understandings and meanings
are of more importance than the supposed purely functional military role.
My research is centred on the symbolic and metaphorical role and
meanings of the castle built form. My themes are:
1. The castle and chivalry, looking at the ideology of chivalry in relation to
the castle form in art, literature and architecture.
2. The social geography of the castle form, examining the relationship
between the built form of castles and the construction and use of
symbolic/cognitive spatial contexts".
Richard Eales, School of History, University of Kent, is working on a
general book on politics and castles in medieval England, for the Cambridge University Press. Also collecting information for a longer term
(possibly co-operative) project on castles in South-east England.
Pamela Marshall has contributed a chapter on Nottingham Castle to the
recently published Centenary History of Nottingham and has also coauthored a guidebook on Newark Castle. She has forthcoming articles
on 'Newark Castle in the Twelfth Century' (BAA Transactions), 'A survey
of the Romanesque Gatehouse at Newark Castle (submitted to the
Archaeological Journal), the 'Architectural context of the medieval de
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Members Activities...
fences ' at Lincoln Castle (Society for Lincolnshire History and Archaeology Occasional Papers) and The Great Tower as Residence' (The
Seigneurial House in Medieval Europe). Light is shining more brightly at
the end of the tunnel which conceals her thesis, though yet more obscure
towers in France continue to reveal themselves.
Dr David Caldwell, National Museums of Scotland, Edinburgh, is researching the "Castles and Residencies in the Lordship of the Isles," and
in particular, analysis of masonry styles in that area.
Peter Presford continues to publish "Postern" and No 8, concentrating on
Castles in the UK is in preparation. "Some Castles in Central-southern
Piemonte - Italy" is also planned in 1998.
R F Walker, Aberystwyth, has completed an article entitled 'Bwlchyddines Castle, Breconshire, and the Survey of 1337', for probable submission to Brycheiniog.
Nigel Ruckley continues work on upgrading a gazetteer on the methods
of water supply and geological parameters (including building stones) of
fortified sites in the UK. Recent publications include:
1990. Ruckley, N A. Water Supply of Medieval Castles in the United
Kingdom. Fortress, Vol 7.pp 14-16
1991 Ruckley, N. A. Geological and Geomorphological factors influencing
the form and development of Edinburgh Castle. The Edinburgh Geologist,
Vol 26. Pp 18-26
Contributor to:
1996. Driscoll, S and Yeoman, P. Excavations within Edinburgh Castle in
1988-91. Society of Antiquaries of Scotland Monograph Series No. 12
In Preparation:
Caldwell, D. H, and Ruckley, N. A. Domestic Architecture in the Lordship
of the Isles.
Caldwell D. H., McWee, Rand Ruckley N. A, Post-Medieval Settlement on
Islay- Some Recent Researches.
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Members Activities...
Beric Morley has been working alongside and in conjunction with the
Historic Royal Palaces Agency researching the development of the
Tower of London with a view to the preparation of scale models and
reconstruction drawings of the Tower and its environs in the 13 tn and early
14 tn centuries.
Mike Salter has just released his latest in the Folly Publications Series"Castles and Towerhouses of Northumberland". Following the get together at Malvern highlighted on page 3 , Mike is considering another
get-together, possibly over a weekend in October 1988. If anyone is
interested please call Mike on ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H .
Paul Remfry continues to produce monographs of Welsh Castles and
related historical topics. John Kenyon's Bibliography highlights those
published during 1997. For 1998 the following are planned:
The Castles ofEwias Lacy, 1048 to 1310
The Castles of Burford Barony, 1216 to 1304
Bloody Montgomery, 1223 to 1282
In the Logaston Press series comes Castles of Breconshire, based on the
same format as the 1996 Castles of Radnorshire.
The web site castlewales.com includes a gazeteer of the less well known
sites and Paul has contributed editorial covering the following:
Kington, Huntingdon, (Herefordshire), Aberedw, Colwyn, Builth Wells,
Tinboeth, Dinas, Pencelli, Blaenllyfni.
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