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From The Editor
Once again readers will observe a healthy level of interest in castle studies. The CSG
conferences continue to be oversubscribed as do other study tours reported on elsewhere in the Newsletter.
A number of articles in this issue touch on the ongoing debate regarding the military
aspects of castle design and function and the most recent emphasis on the social and
symbolic or status/posturing position taken by a number of contemporary academics and
writers. Giles Worsley firmly puts the debate into the public consciousness and his Daily
Telegraph article is reproduced in full. Bob Higham traces the origins of castle studies in
the 20th century and discusses the background to the debate which was brought into
sharp focus in the 1990's in the pages of the Archaeological Journal; he then puts current
trends in castle studies in their context. Contributions by Pamela Marshall and Sarah
Speight underline the fact that the debate was being fully engaged at the Leeds
Conference.
Another theme that drifts through the Newsletter is the number of local community
Millennium projects that include castles. I recently heard about the Carlisle bid. This is a
controversial £6 million council vision of the 'Carlisle of Tomorrow'... "Topped by a
pyramid, a glass cube and other geometrical shapes, a bridge and an underground
gallery will reunite the city with its Norman castle, cut off by an ugly dual carriageway 30
years ago." Perhaps in the year 2002, at the Carlisle conference, delegate members can
make up their own minds on this Louvre style development Readers are invited to send
in any news that they have of Millennium funded bids including castles and we will try to
do a round up of all UK sites benefiting from either the Heritage Lottery fund or the
Millennium funds, for the next Newsletter.
If you are wondering what has happened to John Kenyon's Bibliography, members will
recall that at the 1998 conference it was agreed to have a separate mailing in the summer
of each year, consisting of the Bibliography and a brief news sheet. This goes into
operation in 1999, so if you have details of publications for inclusion please send this
information direct to John Kenyon by the end of March 1999. The CSG Web site
(www.castlewales.com/csg.html) will also carry news updates from time to time.
Penny Dransart is looking forward to welcoming members in April. If any members are
travelling to the Lampeter conference by train, via Camarthen, could they clearly indicate
this on their application forms, giving an indication of estimated time of arrival at
Carmarthen station. She then hopes to provide minibus facilities, thus avoiding a £22 taxi
fere. Presentations arranged for Thursday evening include Chris Musson from the Royal
Commission in Wales on aspects of aerial photography, and David Austin who for many
years has been involved in the archaeology and conservation work at Carew.
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The 12th Annual Conference of the Castle Studies Group
The Castles of Leinster
This year's annual conference of the Castle Studies Group was held at Maynooth
College, Co. Kildare, in eastern Ireland, between the 16th and 19th of April 1998
and was entitled 'The Castles of Leinster".
Thursday 16tii April
The conference began on Thursday 16th April with a visit to Dublin Castle and then
to Maynooth Castle - both trips being led by Con Manning. A wine reception, with
dinner afterwards, in the evening was followed by a short lecture by Kieran O'Conor
on the castles of Leinster.
Friday 17th April
Cloncurry motte, Co. Kildare was the first place visited on Friday morning. A short
talk on the site was given by Kieran O'Conor from the bus. Carbury Castie in the
same county, located on a hill above the edge of the Bog of Allen, was the next
fortification visited. This castle has 13th to late 16th century masonry remains
incorporated within in it, although the site seems to have started off as a motte
castle. Talks here were given by Kieran O'Conor and David Sweetman. After a
journey across flat Leinster farmland and bogland, the next site visited was the
Fitzgerald castle of Lea in Co. Laois. Two phases are visible within the 13th century
towered-keep standing in the inner ward at this castle. A large, oblong Roscommon
type gatehouse was built within the outer ward here, probably in the late 13th
century. However, Lea Castle may have started off as a ringwork/defended
bog-island in the late 12th century.

Dunamase Castle, Co. Laois, located on a spectacular steep-sided rock-outcrop,
was the next stop. Brian Hodkinson, the excavator of this castle, gave a highly
informative account of his excavations and his views on architecture. Dunamase
Castle, which was located on a pre-existing Early Christian fortification, consists of
a hail-keep and gatehouse of probably late 12th century date. A later gatehouse,
curtain walls, and barbican were also built at this castle by the Marshals in the early
13th century. Kieran O'Conor gave a short talk on the outer earthwork defences at
Dunamase, which he believes were contemporary with the masonry remains at the
site. The next fortification visited was Carlow Castle. The standing remains consist
of the western half of a 13th century towered keep. Kieran O'Conor, the excavator
of the site, gave the talk and stated that the 13th century masonry castle was built
on top of a pre-existing timber castle, probably erected in the 1180's. Rathmore
motte in Co. Kildare was the last site visited. The Friday evening lecture was given
by John Bradley on medieval settlement in Co. Louth.
Saturday 18th April
Swords Castle, in north Co. Dublin was the first place visited on Saturday morning.
This 13th century episcopal castle, with its range of domestic buildings is presently
undergoing conservation work which is being carried out under the supervision of
David Johnson, who gave the talk. David Sweetman then gave a walking tour of the
medieval town of Carlingford, culminating in a visit to the 13th century King John's
Castle which was built on a rocky promontory overlooking the harbour at the
northern end of the borough.
The Mint
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David Sweetman also gave the talk at Castleroche, Co. Louth - the next place
visited. The de Verdon castle, which was built around the early 1230's, is built on an

inland promontory. The remains of a deserted borough settlement outside its gates
was also walked over by various members of the party. David Johnson finished the
day by giving the talk at Roodstown Castle - a Louth tower house of 15th century
date. The official conference dinner and AGM of the Castle Studies Group was held
later that evening.
Sunday 19th April
Sunday morning was exceptionally wet and windy. The first site visited on this day
was Trim Castle, Co. Meath, which has been excavated by Alan Hayden in recent
years. The guides were Alan himself, Willie Cummins, Kevin O'Brien and David
Sweetman. It was clearthatthe scale of the excavations carried out by Alan Hayden
at Trim impressed our British visitors. David Sweetman then guided us around the
churches at Newton Trim, where we also had lunch. Con Manning then took us
around Bective Abbey in the afternoon. It is interesting how many earthworks,
representing field boundaries and possible fish ponds, still exist at this site.

Plan of Keep at Thwi Castle

Due to the fact that Maynooth is a seminary, as well as an ordinary university,
accommodation forthe conference was no problem. Indeed, some members of the
Castle Studies Group were allotted various rooms specially reserved for members
of the Irish Hierarchy when they attended conference meetings at Maynooth. The
fact that Tom McNeill was billeted throughout the entire conference in what was
normally His Lordship the Bishop of Kilmore's room still causes amusement to his
Southern colleagues!
Special thanks go to David Sweetman for organising the conference at Maynooth.
It is clear that a lot of preparation was put into it by him over the preceding year.
Kieran O'Conor

THIRTEENTH ANNUAL CSG CONFERENCE
CASTLES OF WEST WALES APRIL 8TH-11TH 1999
The following programme for the Thirteenth Annual Conference of the Castle
Studies Group has been organised.
The conference will be based at The University of Wales, Lampeter. Residential
accommodation (all en suite) is offered at an inclusive price of £150 per person.
This includes bed and breakfast, packed lunch, dinner, conference room and
coach. As usual, bookings will be taken on a first come, first served basis.
For non-residential delegates the total cost is £80 per person; this includes packed
lunch, but not breakfast. A booking form is enclosed with this Newsletter and the
deposit should be sent not later than January 29th 1999. Delegates who prefer to
use their own car should indicate this on the registration form. Penny Dransart is the
Conference organiser and she can be contacted on:|
E-mail: |
Itinerary and Lecture Programme
Thursday April 8th:
Afternoon
Lampeter Motte
7.00
Dinner
Friday April 9th
Laugharne, Manorbier
Carew, Wiston, Llawhaden
Saturday April 10th
Newcastle Emlyn, Cilgerran
Nevem, Newport
Sunday April 11th
Carreg Cennen, Dinefwr
Dryslwyn, Carmarthen
Cheques should be made payable to the Castle Studies Group and sent to:
Dr Penny Dransart, Dept. of Archaeology, University of Wales, Lampeter, Ceredigion SA48 7ED

CONFERENCES
Castle Studies at the Leeds International Medieval Congress
by Pamela Marshall
Members may be unaware that the University of Leeds hosts an annual conference which has installed itself as the major jamboree for the Medievalists of
Europe and America. Somewhere in the region of 1,000 delegates crowd together
over a period of four days in which every possible aspect of research into
Medieval life (and some pretty impossible) is aired. Given that the majority of
delegates will give a paper, this means that everyone and a half hour period of the
day (when coffee or beer is not being drunk or meals consumed) no less than 75
papers will be delivered, each lasting between 15 and 25 minutes. It goes without
saying that the subject matter is so diverse and the restrictions on time so tight
that in practice the chief benefit of attending this conference is to gain an overall
impression of what is bubbling beneath the surface in academic circles, rather
than to gain any deep insight into those areas which form one's own particular
interest. It also goes without saying that the time spent in the bar, consuming the
coffee or eating the meals is as informative as the papers, as this is when most
people actually have some time for meaningful communication.
I was able to attend for the last two days, so missed two papers I would very much
have liked to have heard: one by Jonathan Clark of York on An Archaeology of
Power: The Castles of King John and Henry III and another by Andrew Lowerre of
Massachusetts on Placing Castles in the Norman Conquest. I did, however,
manage to catch the other five papers offered on castles, which was just as well
as one of these was my own. Robert Smith gave an erudite paper on his
observations of Late-Medieval Defences in South-West England: the Artillery
Dimension. Not strictly-speaking castles in the purists' definition of the word, but
of considerable interest to students of serious fortification.
Of the remaining four Sarah Speight's paper entitled Castles and Conventions in
the Twelfth-Century 'Gesta Stephani' critically tackled the question of how siege
castles were used in the conflicts of the so-called 'Anarchy'. Sarah has made a
close study of the text of the Gesta Stephani to try to work out exactly what role
castles and their counterparts, siege castles, actually played in the fighting. She
also made observations on the ground of the remaining evidence for siege castles
mentioned in the text, particularly those at Wallingford. Her resulting thesis
concludes that siege warfare was a more conventional business than we have

hitherto appreciated, with a complicated set of unwritten rules which all the
participants understood and, with few exceptions, seem to have followed. The
castles, while a significant part of the game, had as much to do with posturing
and keeping up appearances as with serious warfare. Sarah expounded the
same argument at the Chateau Gaillard conference at Graz in August, so we will
fortunately have the benefit of seeing her ideas on this subject in print within the
next year or two.
All three of the remaining papers were on the subject of donjons. Christopher
Gravett gave a paper entitled Kitchens and Keeps (sic): Domestic Facilities in
Norman Castles which underlined those homely features of the great tower
which tend to go under-noticed. My heart was even further warmed by the paper
given by his colleague at the Royal Armouries, Geoffrey Parnell. Entitled The
White Tower Reconsidered, his summary of the most recent evidence to emerge
from the survey of the building, carried out after its contents were moved to the
new Armoury at Leeds, stressed the residential and ceremonial nature of the
building.
This brings me to my own contribution, entitled The Symbolism of the Great
Tower. After a few minutes' self-indulgence on the reasons why 'donjon' or 'great
tower' are terms preferable to 'keep' (known as the K-word to Sarah's and my
students), I got down to the serious business of why anyone in their right mind
would want to spend a great deal of effort and money constructing a donjon for
defence when the buildings are no more useful in a war-like context than any
other substantial building which they might already have, such as a stone hall or
church. The concept of the donjon as a symbol of seigneurial power is by no
means new, but I strove to add some meagre weight to it in the short time I had
by touching on the evidence, although imperfectly understood, of the phenomenon of double donjons and by considering the more weighty body of
architectural evidence from the towers whose purpose was demonstrably ceremonial or domestic rather than military.
I said earlier that all one can hope to glean from a conference like Leeds is a
sense of what is bubbling in academic circles. The military versus status/
posturing debate over castles is no longer bubbling: it has plunged out into the
open air. No wonder, when receiving my handbook for the Leeds conference
(about the size of a Penguin paperback) I had some difficulty in tracking down
the papers on castles. They were indexed under 'military history'.
Pamela Marshall

CONFERENCES
MILITARY ARCHITECTURE: RESTORATION, RE-UTILISATION OR REVITALISATION
SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL OF EUROPA NOSTRA/IBI SANTAREM - PORTUGAL OCTOBER 1998

The theme of this year's meeting of the Scientific Council was 'MILITARY
ARCHITECTURE: RESTORATION, RE-UTILISATION OR REVITALISATION".
Such a broad subject inevitably invited a large number of case studies illustrating
particular problems and approaches. Other members discussed the subject from
their particular national standpoint. Thus, Professor L. Santoro of Naples spoke in
general on Restoration and Authenticity; Dr J. Zeune described the situation in
Germany in respect of medieval castles; and I. Steriotou summarised the problems and prospects for fortifications in Greece. More particularly, the President
Professor Gianni Perbellini opened the meeting with The safeguarding of the
Architectural Heritage and its valorisation using the city of Ferrara as an example.
Dr L. Villena spoke of the involvement of the Spanish Castles Association in
restoring fortifications. Dr T. Durdik's contribution was Meeting the Potential of
Czech Castles as Historical Resources. Dr S. Mossakowski spoke on the Town
Walls of Medieval Warsaw. History, Restoration, Revitalisation; Dr B. Jost, Th
Julich citadel and its bridgehead - restoration and re-utilisation as a museum and
part of a park; Dr D. Leistikow, Margentheim Castle - Its Revaluation as a Museum
of the Teutonic Order. The revitalisation of defended religious structures in
eastern Europe - the Fortress Josna Gora Monastery in Czestochowa and the
Fortified Churches in Southern Transilvania were described by Professor J.
Bogdanowski and H. Fabini respectively. Architect en chef, E. Poncefettookas his
subject theringof late nineteenth century forts round Lille, and Dr Lisbeth Saaby,
The Copenhagen Fortification Transformed into a Green Belt. The influence of
archaeological discoveries on revising the re-utilisation project at Saumur-Angers
was well described by G. M. DE Parajd. For the UK, Dr R. Higham spoke on
Okehampton Castle, Devon: Restoration, Interpretation and Presentation:
c.1895-1998 and A. Saunders described the contrasting solutions and treatment
of the Spithead seaforts.
This discussion will be followed next year by the theme: The risk of restoration'.
The meeting will take place at Amhem and will celebrate the foundation of the
International Castles Institute fifty years ago. The next IBI Bulletin will contain the
papers given at the previous meetings in 1996/7 and will be published early next
year.
Andrew Saunders

CONFERENCES/STUDY TOURS
Study Tour - The Life and Castle Restoration of
Lady Anne Clifford (1590 -1676)
In early October 1998, I led a University of Nottingham study tour on the life and castle
restorations of Lady Anne Clifford, daughter of the 3rd earl of Cumberland and
successively widow of Richard Sackville, earl of Dorset and Philip Herbert, earl of
Pembroke and Montgomery. From a base in Kendal we were able to explore the Clifford
estates in Westmorland and in Craven. The sites visited conveniently broke down into
two groups:
A. Westmorland: Brougham Castle, the Countess Pillar (a memorial to Anne's mother,
Appleby Castle, Almshouses and parish church, Brough Castle and parish church.
B. Craven: Barden Tower, Bolton Priory, Beamsley Almshouses, Skipton Castle and
parish church.
Anne Clifford had an eventful life. When her father died in 1605, he left the Clifford
estates not to his sole surviving child, Anne, but instead to his brother Francis (probably
because of the enormous debts which the estates were saddled). It was not until
Francis's son, Henry, died without male issue in 1643 that Anne was able to inherit the
ancestral properties. Even then she had to wait a further 6 years before the abating civil
war in the North made it safe for her to travel.
Once she was in, however, a clear priority was to rebuild the sites of past Clifford glory.
All her castles, churches and almshouses bear commemorative plaques extolling her
own virtues and those of her parents (my favourite is the one at Barden Tower which
lauds the fact that her mother lay there when 'great with child' with Anne). Her plaques
quote Isaiah LVIII 12:
"And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shaltraiseup the foundations
of many generations; and thou shaft be called, the repairer of the breach, the restorer of the paths
to dwell in."
This was a woman wth a mission. To be up-to-date, Anne should have copied the
classical Palladian styles then being popularised by Inigo Jones and the Court School her second marital home had been Wilton in Wiltshire where the great stucco ceiling of
her bedchamber had been designed by Jones. However, Anne deliberately chose to
eschew the modem and instead to rebuild her castles of Brougham, Brough, Pendragon,
Skipton, Appleby and Barden in the 'gothic' style. The reasons may be several; to
harmonise the old with the new; to try and recapture the medieval splendour of the
Clifford's; to complement the peripatetic lifestyle Anne would recreate. She was clearly
trying to promote the continuity of lordship she herself embodied - the last in a great line
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of Cliffords (her heirs would be Thanets and Corks as she well knew by the 1650's). If we
list the names she gave her towers-the 'Pagan' and the 'Tower of League' at Brougham,
the 'Roman' and the 'Clifford' at Brough, the 'Caesar* at Appleby - these also embody her
aspirations. All three castles were built within Roman remains (Brougham and Brough
within forts, Appleby over a signal station) and so their names were reminders of a more
ancient past, BUT, they added splendid imperial connotations to the Clifford heritage.
But she really wanted the best of both worlds. Although Anne retained the medieval
format of her castles and restored their late medieval external appearance, she rebuilt
the service quarters at every site to provide more modern amenities. She aeated for
herself comfortable, high-status residences which embodied the feudal authority of the
Cliffords - no more so than when she processed from site to site in her six horse carnage
with all her tenants and the local gentry in attendance. As her diary entries reveal, her
travels were carefully stage-managed. On arrival at Brougham for instance, she would
process into the courtyard, up into the Great Hall where her followers would say goodbye,
into the Painted Chamber above the Outer Gate and finally into her own bedchamber
above the Inner Gate. Thus she moved in stately procession from the public spaces of
her castle into her private inner sanctum, the room where only the specially invited would
dare to enter.
Anne provides us with a snapshot of the great castellan in the post-feudal age. Her grip
on the tenantry is declining with the introduction of longer leases and more freeholds but
they still hold her in some awe. The gentry may respond to her invitations out of
deference rather than duty, but they still respond. Her authority is based on her image
and her image is heavily dependant upon her castles, symbols of lordship for five
hundred years that, although decayed, are still potent.
Sarah Speight
John Carlton, The Lady Anne Clifford (1590 -1676), Ancient Monuments and their
Interpretation, essays presented to A. J. Taylor, ed. Apted, Gilyard-Beer and Saunders.
D. J. H. Clifford, ed., The Diaries of Lady Anne Clifford, Sutton Publishing 1994
T, Cocke, Lady Anne Clifford Reconsidered: Classical or Gothic?, Country Life. January 1980
R. T. Spence, Lady Anne Clifford: A reappraisal, Northern History XV. 1979
Richard Spence, Lady Anne Clifford, Sutton Publishing 1997
Henry Summerson, Michael Trueman, Stuart Harrison, Brougham Castle, Cumbria,
Cumberland Westmorland Antiquarian and Archaeological Society Research Series
Number 8. 1998
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STUDY TOURS
ADVENTURES IN ANJOU - "IN THE STEPS OF THE PLANTAGENETS"
Thanks to last years CSG Newsletter, I became aware of Pamela Marshall's summer '98
'Study Course for Nottingham University on 'Early Donjon's and Abbeys in the Anjou: "In
the steps of the Plantagenets"'. Having managed to secure a couple of places my wife also a historian - and I set off for France in the small coach.
The itinerary as set out had already made our mouths water, with a veritable feast of sites
primarily spanning the 10th - 12th centuries, and anticipation was increased by the
knowledge that our base was to be the Royal Abbey complex at Fontrevrault. En route
at Le Mans we enjoyed the imposing late Roman and medieval town walls near the
Cathedral, the latter alas being shut owing to a recent fire. With a further brief stop at
Abbey L'Epau, a simple yet fine building, we moved on to Fontrevrault itself, passing
through Saumur whose earliest fortifications have unfortunately given way to the more
generally popular 'Chateaux of the Loire' late style of building.
Suitably ensconced in our quarters in the Abbey's grounds - housed in the former convent
for the nuns looking after lepers in the town -we naturally spent the next morning studying
the Fontrevrault complex. It was here that the dynamic duo of Pamela Marshall and Sarah
Speight - who had come as a second lecturer - really let rip. The young Irish guide was
good tempered so that the significant additional information of various aspects which
Pamela and Sarah provided, was received without complaint
In the afternoon at Moncontour we met the typical French experience: yes, as the
authorities had advised Pamela, you could 'approach' the Donjon; unfortunately they
failed to mention that it-was under restoration and actual access into even the bailey was
barred. Reluctantly to avoid the paperwork in accounting for loss of students illegally
meeting, falling masonry, we limited ourselves to a long-range but nevertheless interesting study. After visiting the abbey church at St. Jouin-de-Marne with its still intact,
impressive fortified transept entrance, we went on to Loudon. Apart from the Donjon
itself, a fine example, the climb to the uppermost floor was well worth it forthe perspective
it gave on the site and its prominent position. As Pamela had earlier explained "size did
matter' with Donjons.
The next day we hit Angers, there was stimulating discussion during our tour of the
impressive work of Phillip Augustus and such of the earlier work as was accessible. Our
third day saw us at Doue giving long and careful consideration to the amazing hall and its
subsequent modifications. We left in due course still puzzled as to how the original
ground floor door was actually secured. The afternoon's visit to Montreuil, with its large
barbican, had to cope with an obligatory French guide who suddenly asked Pamela to
provide full English translation. She and Sarah rose to the occasion and the entente
cordial was secure.
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Next morning we drove to Loches where, quite properly, much time was given over to
the magnificent Donjon. After careful study and comparison with other buildings,
particularly those in Britain naturally better known to the party, we left and moved to
Montrichard for a brief look at the Donjon, not readily accessible as it houses the
various birds of prey that provide the falconry display we saw there. Being thumped by
a vultures wing was provided at no extra charge. Finally, a brief external examination of
Montbazon was undertaken. Although debarred entry, Pamela and others ascertained
that all may not be lost and this site may become accessible in due course. Ways of
removing from afar the 19th century statue atop the Donjon, without damage to the
fabric, were enthusiastically considered.
The following morning's destination was Chinon where, having briefly considered the
trebuchet and the ballista, we met the obligatory guide - a Latvian who spoke English
with a French tinted Yorkshire accent from her time in Leeds - and who good
humouredly allowed Pamela to concentrate our attention on the really significant items
and to skim over the more fanciful and touristic parts. A stimulating afternoon at
Langeais followed with much clambering over walls and fences and debate on
structures. We found that the detailed study paper on the site had just been published
and was to hand: but it was more fun to try and make sense of it ourselves.
The week having gone too quickly we packed up, having, however, the chance to visit
Faiaise en route and view the controversial new constructions there. The local guide
again tolerantly allowed us to dwell on our special interests and a thorough examination
and debate of the phases and internal divisions of the earlier Donjon and the 'Talbot'
tower took place. Reluctantly we left - Pamela naturally bringing up the rear; just one
more look and photo! The glass floor is not, I think, the worst part of the new work but
rather the unnecessary internal rendering which prevents any study of the masonry and
the various alterations thereto.
John Harding.
Chateau Gaillard
Volume XVIII (1996) is now available at 280FFR. Papers presented include the
following from CSG members:
Lawrence Butler - Masons' Marks in Castles: a key to building practices
Philip Dixon - Design in Castle Building: the controlling of access to the Lord.
Con Manning - Dublin Castle: the building of a royal castle in Ireland.
Richard Fawcett - Castle and Church in Scotland.
Geoffrey Parnell - Ordnance Storehouses at the Tower of London
Denys Pringle - A castle in the sand: mottes in the Crusader east
David Sweetman - The development of Trim Castle in the light of recent research.
Available from Publications du CRAM, Universite de Caen, F-14032 CAEN, Cedex,
France.
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CONFERENCES
Chateau Gaillard XIX - Graz 22-29 August 1998
Chateau Gaillard and CSG have quite a lot in common, of which more anon; they are
both built around the idea of conferences at different parts of their acea of concern. This
time, the venue was south-eastern Austria, the flat lands of Denmark giving way to the
foothills and valleys of the Alps where they face the plains of Hungary and the middle
Danube. The theme was the castle in war, which turned out to be a consideration of two
periods of conflict in the area: the establishment of the Imperial frontier against the
Turks in the 16th and 17th centuries; on occasions, parallels were drawn with ravening
hordes in 1945.
CSG members provided the British Isles contingent with papers and posters from a
number; you will have to get the publication to appreciate their true quality. Outside the
British Isles, perhaps the best set of papers involved the unfolding of the story of the
impact of artillery on the fortifications of the Netherlands in the early 16th century. The
site visits again brought home to us the differing nature of castles. In Austria (in the
broadest sense of the term) the early castles usually involved a stiff climb to a high rock
with a strong tower on top, but lacking the domestic elaboration that a western European
might anticipate. On the other hand, the entertainment from local organisations equally
demonstrated the gemutlichkeit of the region. The Millenial Colloque in 2000 will be held
in Switzerland; the one in 2002 in south-east France.
As with the CSG the organisation of Chateau Gaillard is simple. The review of its
structure, reported in the CSG Newsletter No. 10 has been finished and, as so often, the
result has been to leave most of it alone. Chateau Gaillard will continue to do just two
things: have a Colloque with invited participants every other year, and to publish the
papers given at it. The numbers to be invited have been held at about 100 and in
consequence, it has been decided to cope with the pressure of numbers by concentrating on the north and west Europe: this will leave Castrum Maris Baltici to specialise
on the castles of the north-east; Castrum Bene to study those of Mitteleuropa, and the
group for the study of medieval archaeology in the Mediterranean would see to the
castles there. The publication of the Proceedings of the Colloques is now formally
centred on C.R.A.M. at the University of Caen, under the guidance of an editorial
committee with editors for the three languages of publication. There was no enthusiasm
to dispense with the present structure where the individual countries come together in a
very loose federal structure; in the case of the British Isles, I would hope gathered
together under the auspices of the CSG. The appearance of volume XVII and the
prompt publication of volume XVIII, show that this has worked; order your copy now, if
you have not already! The main lesson of this for the CSG perhaps is that Chateau
Gaillard is alive and well, and that informal structures can actually be efficient in practice.
Tom McNeil
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CSG AGM / MINUTES
Minutes of The AGM of The Castles Studies Group April 18th 1998
1.Apologies for Absence:
Received from Dr Terry Barry, Mr Tony Burt, Dr Pamela Marshall and Dr Sarah Speight.
l.Minutes of the last AGM:
These had been printed in the last Newsletter and were approved, subject to the
statement that CSG would have approximately £1000 in overall credit balance being
corrected to approximately £2000.
3. Retirement of Tony Burt as Treasurer:
The Secretary referred to the resignation of Tony Burt, and commented on his outstanding and professional work as the Group's Treasurer. Dr Sarah Speight was
proposed by the Secretary as Treasurer and this was agreed. Thanks would be sent by
the Secretary to TB for his work and a book token to the value of £50.
4. Accounts:
The Secretary reported, in the Treasurers absence, that the balance was just under
£2500, excluding the Maynooth Conference. It was agreed that the CBA insurance cost
should continue to be paid out of central funds, as opposed to from the conference
costs. The amounts were approved. Sarah Speight is to discuss with Tony Burt whether
the CSG financial year should be altered to coincide with the calendar year to avoid
splitting conference business. The Secretary would initiate the discussion.
5. Newsletter:
All were happy with the Newsletter remaining in two parts, and agreed that more should
be spent on its production; costs to be reviewed in 1999. It was agreed that the
Bibliography Supplement should come out in the summer of each year, the next issue to
be issued being in 1999. A summer mailing with a brief news-sheet would become a
regular item from 1999.
One day seminars were to be considered and links with other societies' meetings were
to be explored. As far as CSG's own conference was concerned ft was agreed that
delegates would be taken on a first come/first served basis, as at present.
The Newsletter editor was thanked for his efforts in developing a CSG Webpage and
encouraged to develop it further as time permitted.
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6. Conferences:
1999 Lampeter, organised by Penny Dransart, with assistance from John Kenyon. 2000
Canterbury, organised by Richard Eales. 2001, Belgium & Luxembourg, organised by
Johnny de Meulemeester. 2002, Carlisle, organised by (?) Henry Summerson/David
Sherlock, with a day in SW Scotland (Geoff Stell?). It was suggested that the Belgium trip
should start in London, with delegates crossing by coach.
7. CSG Academic Framework:
The Secretary outlined matters upon which he had commented on behalf of CSG; listed
on Agenda. It was not felt necessary to amend CSG's foundation Statement nor to
produce a separate leaflet (especially as webpage data also available).
8. Matters from the last AGM:
[A] research seminars - interaction of castle development and settlement pattern
[secretary to explore this]. Other ideas welcome, or members to arrange such seminars
on their own initiative, in consultation with the CSG committee.
[B] Membership up by 30 over the last year, so CSG in a healthy position.
9. Any Other Business:
[A] Denys Pringle stated that he was happy to undertake another trip to the Middle East,
particularly Syria or Jordan, possibly in 1999 or 2000. A show of hands suggested a
viable level of support. Those present could confirm their support, in writing, direct to
Denys. Further publicity would go in the next Newsletter, see page 36
[B] Denys Pringle proposed a vote of thanks to all those involved in the organization of the
conference, including the President and staff of Maynooth College, the Irish Heritage
Service for access to the monuments, the speakers, the coach drivers, and in particular,
David Sweetman for planning and co-ordinating the whole event.
Bob Higham.
CSG Foundation Policy Statement
1. To promote the study of castles in all their forms and by all possible means: documentary studies, architectural history, fieldwork and excavation.
2. To promote the study of castles as resources for a more widely based appreciation
of medieval society, emphasising their social and political history, their defensive and
domestic evolution, their role in settlement development and their value as a source
for the reconstruction of landscapes and economic environments.

16

FUTURE EVENTS. 1999.
University of Nottingham Residential Courses:
Pamela Marshall will be leading two study tours on the subject of castles in 1999. June 11th
- 14th Castles in Northumberland. Based in Alnwick, a variety of castles and fortified
dwellings will be visited in the course of the weekend. July 2nd -11th Chateaux in Southern
Perigord. Based in the scenic valley of the Dordogne river, this course will pursue the theme
of the medieval castle and its transition to country house. Sites will range in date from the
12th to the 16th centuries and visits to bastides (fortified towns) will also be included.
For further information about either of these courses, contact Sylvia Stephens, Residential
Courses Unit, Cherry Tree Buildings, University of Nottingham, University Park, Nottingham
NG7 2RD. This years study tour to the Loire, reported on page 12, was oversubscribed, and
the organisers apologise for any disappointment. A further tour is planned in August 2000
and the University will keep your names on a waiting list.
The Landmark Trust - Open Days 1999
The Landmark Trust is a charity with two purposes. The first is to rescue worttiwhile buildings
and their surroundings from neglect. The second is to promote the enjoyment of such places,
mainly by letting them for holidays. Since their foundation in 1965, they have saved over 200
buildings of historic interest, or architectural importance from decay or unsympathetic
alteration. A number of castles, and other medieval buildings are in their ownership, and from
time to time they have 'open' days when properties can be inspected. For 1999 they include:
Morpeth Castle - c1300 Tuesday March 9th
Saddell Castle - Kintyre, Argyll Saturday May 8th
Crownhill Fort - Plymouth c1860 Sunday September 12th
Castle of Park - Glenluce, Gallaway Thursday October 14th
Other properties where lets are available are:
Bath Tower - Caernarvon Town Walls 13th century
Cawood Castle - near Selby (Gate house) 15th century
Fort Clonque - Aldemay, Channel Islands 1840's
Kingswear Castle - Dartmouth 1502
Monkton Old Hall - Pembroke. 1400 & 1930 - J R Cobb
The Old Hall - Croscombe, Somerset 1420
Stogursey Castle - Bridgewater, Somerset 12 & 13th century
For details contact:
The Landmark Trust, Shottesbrooke, Maidenhead, SL6 3SW Tel: +44 (0)1628 825 925
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Financial Report
Receipts And Payments A/C 1st April 1997 - 25th March 1998
CSG Treasurer, Sarah Speight, has provided the following sets of accounts,
covering the period up to 25/03/98 (already presented and discussed at the 1998
AGM), Interim Accounts for the period April - September 1998 and the Conference
Account for the Maynooth meeting. Thanks go to Tony Burt for a smooth hand over
of the accounts, and indeed for compiling and reconciling the figures as presented
below before the hand over. Enclosed with this Newsletter is a revised Standing
Order mandate and I would encourage all members already paying their subscription in this way to complete and return their mandates to me.
Payments

Receipts

Aberdeen Conference
Newsletter 11
Postage & Stationary
CBA Fees/Insurance

Aberdeen
Conference

13,454.20
464.00
125.41
137.64

Subscriptions
Bank Interest

(Excess of Payments
over Receipts)

4,069.50
756.00
210.45

9,145.30
14181.25

14181.25
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT 25th March 1998
Balance B/F 01/04/97
Deposit A/C
Current A/C
Excess of Payments
over Receipts

11,470.84
118.11

Deposit A/C
Current A/C

2,306.79
136.86

9,145.30

2,443.65

2,443.65

INTERIM ACCOUNTS 1st April -30th June 1998
Payments
CBA Insurance
CBA Affiliation Fee
Postage & Stationary
Honorarium

Receipts
Subscriptions
Less Refunds
Conference Receipts
Bank Interest

129.60
33.00
10.92
50.00

Excess of Receipts
over Payments

732.00
4.00
697.30
13.05

1,215.13
1,438.65

1,438.65
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Financial Report
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT 30th September 1998
Balance b/f 01/04/98
Made up of:
Deposit A/C
2,306.79
Deposit A/C
Current A/C
Current A/C
136.86
Plus excess of Receipts
over Payments

1,230.12
3,673.77

3,670.42
3.35

3,673.77

MAYNOOTH CONFERENCE
Payments
Accomodation
Bus Hire
Busmanstip
Coffee & Biscuits
Labels & Envelopes
Subsidy on wine
Expenses to speakers
Refunds
Excess of Income
over Expenditure

5,923.00
675.00
120.00
80.00
37.81
200.00
250.00
115.00

Receipts
Conference Receipts
to 31/03/98
Grant (Heritage Services)

817.26
8,218.67

7,218.67
1,000.00

8,218.67

KEEP, FROM THE SOUTH-WEST.
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NEWS - WALES
Royal Recognition Given To Carew Castle
The transformation of Carew Castle in Pembrokeshire from a dangerous ruin to the hub
of the local community has won it an award. In this year's Prince of Wales Awards seven
Welsh projects were chosen as winners. The common quality that the judges were
looking forwas the integration of social, economic and environmental action in ways that
involve the local community. The history of Carew Castle goes back 2,000 years, when
there is archaeological evidence of a settlement on the site. It developed from a Norman
[fort], into a medieval castle, and in the Tudor period the building was added to again.
The last major changes took place in the Elizabethan period, when Sir John Perrot set
to work to transform the castle into a home.
The Pembrokeshire Coast National Park took out a 99-year lease on the castle in 1983,
when it was falling into disrepair and was closed to the public because it was so unsafe.
The restoration of such an old building, with different sections from different historical
periods, has been a delicate and lengthy process. In all the restoration work, the
emphasis has been on using traditional techniques and methods to preserve it properly.
Rwth Williams, public relations officer for the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park said,
"We had to restore bits of it that had not been repaired correctly before, and make it as
authentic as possible."
Some of the walls needed to be completely rebuilt as they were leaning outwards, and
about to collapse. Now almost all the castle is open to the public, and many events are
held there involving the local community. Manager Mike Candler said, "We have our
own theatre company, the Carew Summer Theatre Company, that puts on plays at the
castle and draws on a lot of local people. There are also concerts and battle reenactments. The castle is regarded by the local community as very much part of village
life." One important challenge for the future is to get the castle's tidal mill, the only one
in Wales, up and running again for the Millennium.
Dinefwr
June marked the official opening of Dinefwr Castle, following work that began as early
as 1983. The site was taken into State care in 1995 when agreement was reached with
other organisations who own and manage land around the castle. The opening was due
in 1997, but structural problems with the 18th century stone stairs that give access to
the summerhouse led to a delay.
Repairs to the outer faces of the castle walls will continue for at least a further two
seasons. An article on Dinefwr, by Inspector of Ancient Monuments Sian Rees features
in the Autumn 98 issue of Heritage in Wales. (11). This is the edition that has Castell
Coch on the front cover, but inadvertently states that it is No. 10 - Summer 1998.
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NEWS - WALES
Pembroke Castle
The interpretation of the important Welsh Marcher castle at Pembroke, and its dating,
has long been the subject of debate, in particular the morphology of the 12th century
castle and the extent to which the present masonry can be attributed to William Marshal
I, Earl of Pembroke 1199-1219.
A number of factors suggest that the castle as initially established in 1093 comprised
only the present Inner Ward. A projection of Pembroke's axial Main Street leads to the
Inner Gate, as does the line of Monkton Bridge to the south. According to Giraldus'
aeteount of the 'siege' of 1094/1096, albeit written 100 years after the event, the castle
comprise 'wooden stakes and turf.
The earliest masonry now present may lie in the Inner Ward's 'Norman Hall' which,
though here we are obliged mainly to rely on the authenticity of the 1930's restoration,
may date from the 1150's - 1160's. In 1170 Richard 'Strongbow1 de Clare, Earl of
Pembroke 1148 -1176, set sail for Ireland as part of the invasion force and remained
there during the resultant confiscation of his territories by Henry II, during which Giraldus
suggests that Pembroke was temporarily granted to his son Prince John.
Despite his reconciliation with Strongbow before the tetter's death in 1176, there can be
little doubt that Henry intended to retain crown control over Pembroke. Strongbow's
daughter married William Marshal I in 1189 and took the inheritance with her, but
Marshal was not formally created Earl until 1199, the interim c'omital legislation being
issued by the crown who held Pembroke under a succession of deputies including the
Devon men William Brewer and John of Torrington, and William Karquit who was
excommunicated, by Giraldus, for raiding Monkton Priory. Marshal, furthermore, was
involved in King John's. Normandy campaign until 1204 when he arrived in Dyfed to
regain those territories recently lost to Rhys ap Gruffydd.
This, then, provides the earliest date for Pembroke's celebrated round keep, whose
'Transitional' style itself dates the keep to c. 1200. Marshal's exile in 1207-11 suggests a
constructional hiatus, but the years 1211 -19 may have seen the completion of the Inner
Ward defences; the 'D' shaped gate-tower of which is transitional between the simple
gate towers of the preceding century and the twin tower gates of the late 13th century.
The adjoining Western Hall is secondary, and is a self-contained apartment that
possibly represents the work of his sons (1219-45). The hall forms a constructional unit
with a building whose function has been debated but which can be confidently equated
with the castle chapel, the chaplain and plate from which are mentioned in 14th century
accounts; it is aligned east-west, has a west door and is divided into 'nave' and 'chancel'.
The initial layout of the Outer Ward, which led to the formation of the present Westgate
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Hill joining Monkton Bridge and the Main Street, may belong to this period. Its masonry
defences are, however, clearly of later date and were perhaps begun in or after 1258
when a raid into the county may have prompted William de Valence, Lord of Pembroke
1247-1296, to embark on the campaign.
Structural evidence suggests that the outer Gatehouse was the primary component; it
represents a stage in the development of the 'keep-gatehouse' concept of the 1270's
onwards from which it differs in that all the doors open inwards, and there is no first floor
cross-hall. There is a visible break in construction between the gatehouse and the
adjoining curtain possibly relating to Valence's exile in 1264. The use of deeply plunging
arrowloops is also seen at another Valence castle, Goodrich in Herefordshire, which
has a similarly developed gatehouse; both castles also share a remarkable number of
garderobes.
Common to both castles is also a semicircular barbican, possibly derived from the 'Lion
Tower" at Edward ll's Tower of London, and here the work of Valence's son Amyer
(1307-24). Aymerwas probably also responsible for Pembroke's town wall, at least in
the form that it now survives, which embraces both the 12th century core and the 13th
century market suburb of St Michael's parish. It was entered from the east through a
gate similar to the barbican, described by Leland, a small twin-tower gate to the north
and a simple gate with a segmental arch from Monkton Bridge.
Little further development occurred atthe castle. The 14th and earlier 15th centuries, in
fact, were a period of decline, largely due to absenteeism and the tendency of the crown
officials to sell off the castle fittings, and even the lead roofing. However, the evidence
suggests that Earl Jasper Tudor spent much time at the castle, in both the 1450's and
the 1490's, which provides a context for the formerly Late Perpendicular oriel window in
the solar. The truncated remains of a detached, winged hall-house in the Outer Ward
may, furthermore, represent a late medieval residence, separate from the retainers'
quarters and thus affording a degree of privacy for a resident earl; they now lie below
ground but were excavated in the 1930's producing, from a latrine pit, an incomplete
enamel mounting bearing the Valence arms.
Neil Ludlow
Archaeoleg Cambria Archaeology
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NEWS-WALES
Pen Y Bryn - The Princes Tower
In 1992 Kathryn and Brian Pritchard Gibson bought what they believed to be a thirty-six
acre chicken farm with a 17th century Elizabethan manor house and it has changed their
lives dramatically. The stone manor and out buildings are nestled against a forested hill
in Snowdonia. It is just north of Bangor above the shores of Abergwyngregyn, 'the mouth
of the white shell river' overlooking the Menai Straights with the mountains forming a
protective backdrop behind. Kathryn Gibson says, The locals, it seems, have always
called the house Twr Llewelyn, or Llewelyn's Tower.
When you first see the house it is obvious the tower is by far the oldest section. You can
also see where windows and doors have been blocked up. There is a distinct difference
in the stones of the tower and those of the rest of the house but it has only recently been
authenticated that the tower does indeed date back to Llewelyn's time. Shortly after
moving in the Gibsons noticed a hollow sound in part of the living room floor. Pulling up
the floor boards they quickly discovered secret stairways, hidden rooms, hollow walls,
tunnels, tales of princes and prisoners, lovers and war. As Kathryn Gibson says "We live
in the middle of a giant historical jigsaw puzzle." In fact Pen y Bryn is the lost palace of
the Princes Llewelyn, Llewelyn Fawr (the Great) and his grandson, Llewelyn the Last,
dating back to 1211.
This is truly one of the most spectacular finds of this century and would surely have been
lost but not for the tireless efforts of the Prichard Gibsons who nearly went bankrupt in
the process of trying to preserve Pen y Bryn as a trust and save it from the developers.
Ellis Peters, who wrote four books about the Llewelyn dynasty helped with a generous
offer of assistance as has Sharon Kay Penman who wrote the trilogy, Here be Dragons,
on the Princes' Llewelyn.
The Royal Commission of Ancient Monuments has declared it "the most important site
discovered in Wales in this century." The tracing of over 1,000 letters and other
documents in various archives throughout Wales has proved that this was the actual
place. Ironically the Prichard Gibsons moved here so Kathryn could be close to the
archives in Bangor but she never dreamed that she'd be researching her own house.
She told me that the previous owner had found some papers in a niche in the wall of the
bam which has actually proved to be the old chapel. Unfortunately, because the papers
were not in English or Welsh the lady destroyed them. They were probably either in
French or Latin. Kathryn is hoping other papers will be discovered as they explore the
buildings more thoroughly, unblocking windows and walls that were sealed so long ago.
There are tunnels that go several miles down to the sea in one direction and several
miles up the mountainside in the other. These would have been used as emergency
escape routes, a wise precaution as they were so out numbered by the English. Kathryn
iis in the midst of setting up a very comprehensive display in the main house as well as
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the chapel. Pen y Bryn is now open to the public but visits are by prior appointment only.
All donations to the trust are gratefully accepted.
Jennifer Rahel Conover
The Aber Trust, c/o Pen y Bryn
Abergwyngregyn near
Bangor, Gwynnedd
LL33 OLA, Wales
Ph+01248 681150

CASTLEWALES.COM Web Site
Readers will remember we ran a feature on the web site in the last Newsletter. The site
continues to develop and now incorporates a monthly Newsletter update E-mailed
directly to all on the circulation list. To get onto the mailing list send an E-mail to
Jtbalt@worldnet.att.net. That is Jeff Thomas who created and manages the site.
The 'What's New1 link summarises new articles, essays and features added each
month. Recent additions during 1998 include:
- Richard Hartnup - two essays on Castell Cynfael and Tomen Ddreiniog, lesser
known motte & bailey castles in North Wales.
- Richard Williams on Sycharth Castle, ancestral home of Owain Glyndwr
- Paul Remfry on Cefnllys Castle, Powys and The Castles of Aston, Herefordshire
- Dan Mersey discussing 'Castles are rubbish', an article explaining the difficulties
encountered by modern archaeologists.
- Catherine Armstrong - an essay on 'The Life and Times of William Marshal.
Other essays include: The Dating of Medieval Military Architecture, The Mortimer Family
of the March, and 'The Lesser Known Castles of Wales'.
Jeff advises that the monthly Newsletter may eventually evolve into a full-blown HTML
page complete with links and graphics, and he is also looking into setting up a bulletin
board at the site, perhaps starting a castles News Group so that people can communicate-with each other. Members of the CSG may wish to participate in the forum. This may
not be restricted to castles of Britain. Others involved in the project feel that all European
castles should be included.
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NEWS - WALES
DOLFORWYN CASTLE, POWYS (SO 152 950)
The long-term excavation and masonry consolidation, started in 1981, is nearing
completion. The 4 week season of excavation concentrated on three areas at the
north-west end of the castle.
The north range (24 x 7m) was shown to have had a varied primary use with its central
area occupied by a corn-drying kiln and its western end used for the smithing of iron and
copper. The north tower was semicircular beyond the curtain wall and, although its
outer face had collapsed outwards down the slope since the 1776 drawing, the inner
faces stood up to three metres high with doorways on the east and west and a window
in the south wall. The west doorway had been approached by a flight of 8 shallow steps;
later this door was abandoned and the steps covered by soil and a cobbled floor. The
east doorway which still retained its sandstone jambs had been converted from an
earlier window. The south window gained light from the forecourt to the cellar.
The arch of the cellar was intact resting on natural quarried rock. It enclosed an area 3m
square. The filling of the cellar and its forecourt had occurred after the castle's
abandonment in about 1400. Although excavation exposed the rock floor on the north
side of the forecourt, the cellar base was deeper (at least 5m below the crown of the
arch) and this season's work stopped when water level was reached. This could indicate
that the cellarwas principally a water cistern, particularly since the roofed area was only
half the enclosed space.
Another area that was examined was a midden south of the Square Tower. This
provided evidence of bone working on antler and cow, a dice, a weaving tablet and a
harp tuning peg (all in bone) and portions of chain mail and copper alloy objects.
A section was dug across a shallow flat-bottomed ditch beyond the main east ditch; it
was also possible to establish the position of the approach to the access bridge on the
west side of the west ditch on the town area.
A short talk was given to Chateau Gaillard conference in Graz on the archaeological
evidence attributable to the English siege of the castle in March - April 1277, mainly
catapult balls and rebuilt masonry using grey limestone and hard lime mortar.
Lawrence Butler
A fuller interim report can be found on www.york.ac.uk/depts/arch/staff/sites
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NEWS - ENGLAND English Heritage Properties North Region
David Sherlock reports:The association of the Umfreville family with Prudhoe Castle continues. It dates back to
the end of the eleventh century when Robert-with-the-Beard from Umfraville in Normandy was granted the barony of Prudhoe and other Border lands. In 1986 Dr and Mrs
J H Umfreville and other members of the family assisted the then chairman of English
Heritage, Lord Montague, in the formal opening of the castle to visitors. Periodic family
reunions have been held at Prudhoe since then, and on the 23rd - 24th July 1998 some
forty Umfravilles from England and abroad met again to commemorate the six hundredth
anniversary of the transfer of the castle from the Umfravilles to the Percy family. Gilbert
Umfraville died childless in 1381. As his widow had married Henry Percy, earl of
Northumberland, the castle came into the possession of the Percys on her death in 1398.
The 1998 reunion included visits to other former Umfraville sites in the country,
entertainment from Northumberland pipers and a lecture by Dr. Colin Shrimpton,
archivist of the Duke of Northumberland on the Umfreville and Percy families in the
fourteenth century.
New English Heritage guidbooks:
Etal Castle, by Ian S Nelson
Norham Castle, by Andrew Saunders
New monograph:
Brougham Castle, Cumbria, a survey and documentary history, by Henry Summerson,
Michael Trueman and Stuart Harrison, Cumberland & Westmorland Antiquarian and
Archaeological Society Research Series Number 8,1998.
Dissertation:
Castles of Herefordshire: a study of their condition and recommendation's on conservation, by John S Simons. Dissertation submitted for M.A. Conservation Studies,
University of York, Institute for Advanced Architectural Studies, August 1994.
NEWS - ENGLAND NORTH
Harbottle Castle (NT 932048)
Details of the turbulent times of a Northumberland castle which dominated a major route
to and from Scotland are being pieced together by archaeologists.
Harbottle Castle, one of the most important archaeological and historic sites in the
Northumberland National Park, occupies a commanding position on a sweep of the River
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Coquet known as the Devil's Elbow. The castle controlled movements along Clennell
Street, a vital cross-border route and was subject to a succession of attacks, including a
siege by Robert the Bruce in 1318, who captured and dismantled part of t i e fortification.
Now excavations led by the Newcastle University lecturer Jim Crow have revealed the
remains of the castle gatehouse. Evidence has also emerged of what seems to be hasty
repair work, perhaps in the wake of the attack by Robert the Bruce.
The aim of the investigation is to reveal more of the castle, with the site being fully opened
to the public by the summer of the year 2000. The national park has taken a 40 year lease
on the site after concerns that it was being eroded by over wintering of cattle.
Afterthe abandonment of the castle following the English - Scottish union in the early 17th
century, it was hit by stone-robbing to build the village of Harbottle and the height of its
curtain wall was reduced in the Second World War to accommodate the Observer Corps.
But now the target is to make the most of the imposing site to provide the Coquet Valley
and the national park with another key visitor attraction.

HARBOTTLE

CASTLE

North Towr

NEWS - ENGLAND North

Fame Islands
Builders Stephen Eastern Ltd have completed a £118,000 restoration project of a 15th
century pele tower on the Fame Islands, two miles off the Northumbria coast. Prior
Thomas Castells Tower, owned by the National Trust.
The work has involved re-roofing with lead, securing the structure with metal anchorage
systems and external masonry. The Tower was built in 1500 on the site of St. Cuthberts
refuge on the inner Fame. It served as a defensive fort during the reign of Elizabeth I. By
September the restoration work was completed. The Tower having been completely
refurbished is a home for National Trust wardens who live on the island.
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NEWS - ENGLAND North
Shotwick Castle, Cheshire
The RCHME has recently surveyed the site of Shotwick Castle, which lies on the former
shoreline of the Dee estuary at the base of the Wirral peninsula. The survey was
undertaken at the request of the site owners, Cheshire County Council, to inform future
management and public display of the monument
Although undocumented before passing into royal hands in the mid 13th century, the
castle is thought to have been built c 1080 by Hugh Lupus, the first Earl of Chester, to
guard a nearby ford across the Dee. The survey showed that what had previously been
thought of as a simple motte-and-bailey castle, had been modified in the later Middle
Ages into a non defensive residence of some status. Three elaborately dammed ponds
were created North of the castle, and it is likely that the approach to whatever building
stood on the motte was reworked so as to impress visitors with views across large sheets
of water before they arrived at the gate. In addition, the bailey area was converted into an
enclosed privy garden, or herber, the slight earthworks of which still survive, although
degraded by 19th century narrow ridge-and-furrow ploughing.
In this guise Shotwick Castle served as the lodge or residence at the heart of a hunting
park. The park was created by Edward III in 1327-8, and the Black Prince is known to
have stayed and hunted here in 1353. Although no documentation has been found which
serves to date the ponds and garden, the most likely context for their construction would
seem to be around the same time as the creation of the park. The plan and detailed
account of the survey's findings have been deposited in the NMR where they are
available for public consultation upon request, collections reference 1043245. See also
www.rchme.go.uk/survey.
Courtesy and © RCHME
News - England - Midlands
Lower Brockhampton, near Bromyard, Herefordshire, a medieval moated manor house,
owned by the National Trust, appears on the Buildings at Risk Register, discussed in
more detail on page 37 - at least the Gatehouse does.
The famously picturesque gatehouse at Brockhampton could have been built as early as
the 1480's, but current research assumes a date about 50 years later. Rare and
attractive, the square timber framed gatehouse straddles the moat. Graded as risk
category 3, the National Trust have scheduled a renovation project beginning in 1999 and
costing over £100,000.
Lower Brockhampton house dates to between 1380 and 1400. Adjacent is the ruined
Norman chapel built by the Brockhampton family in 1180.
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NEWS • ENGLAND - Midlands
The Mount, Alderton, Northamptonshire (SP74104700)
The Mount is a scheduled earthwork ringwork, one of at least five in the county.
Two of the others, at Culworth and Long Buckby are owned and managed by
the County Council, while a third, that at Sulgrave 12 miles to the west, was the
well known focus for excavations conducted between 1960 and 1972.
For many years the Mount has formed an overgrown and neglected corner of the
village of Alderton, unrecognised as a monument by even some of those living
adjacent. Derelict woodland covers much of it's interior and enclosing massive
ditch. The latter has been a focus for rubbish tipping, just one of several
problems afflicting the site. Unassailable as a candidate for conversion to arable
land or for development the site, under2 acres in extent, was offered for sale last
year. It was purchased, with the proceeds of a building society windfall by Derek
Batten, a local resident, County Councillor and a man with an active passion and
involvement in the history and archaeology of the American CMI war and
subsequent Indian wars. The fortunes of the site are now in the process of being
turned around. Assisted by Northamptonshire Heritage and working closely with
South Northamptonshire Council, English Heritage and others including local
villagers, a management plan has been produced and a strategy devised to
safeguard the monument in the long term. The monument's public profile has
been raised locally and rubbish tipping stopped. Grant aid is being sought to help
tackle outstanding threats to the monument and to provide low key local public
and educational access and modest on site interpretation. A key objective of the
new owner is also to learn more about the monument itself and to this end a
programme of research initially involving topographical and geophysical survey,
is proposed.
Graham Cadman
Field Officer
Northamptonshire Heritage
Northamptonshire County Council
More Digging at Newark Castle (SK796540)
Newark and Sherwood District Council have received a Heritage Lottery Fund
grant to restore the Victorian gardens in the grounds of Newark Castle to their
former glory. A by-product of this is that some archaeological excavation is taking
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place, carried out by Archaeological Project Services rather than Newark Castle
Trust, who were responsible for the research excavations between 1992 and
1995.
More of the northern clay rampart material has been revealed just below the
topsoil, as it was in the 1992-93 excavations. Elsewhere on the site this was
dated to the later 11th century.
The council plans to reopen the original access from the castle courtyard'to the
undercroft beneath Bishop's Hall, blocked since the late 15th century. While the
undercroft was built c. 1300, the passage and steps are earlier and may belong
to a 12th century watergate. First excavated in 1993, the present reopening has
uncovered a greater area than was possible then, uncovering more skeletons
from the late Saxon cemetery, which ceased when the first castle was built
shortly after the Conquest. It has also revealed a substantial herringbone wall
foundation in line with the western wall of the gatehouse, and probably of about
the same date (c. 1130).
The removal of tarmac in the gatehouse passage has revealed the top of the wall
foundations. The gatehouse has a two-cell plan and a refilled trench found in line
with the front wall of the inner cell probably represents an earlier foundation
trench. This tends to confirm an interpretation previously made from the standing
fabric that the second, outer cell was an afterthought added when the building
was already under construction. A huge mound of earth piled up against the
drawbridge pit of the gatehouse c. 1890 will be removed, helping the public to
gain a better impression of the building's original form.
Pamela Marshall
Film Firm's Cambridge Stronghold - Chesterton Tower
Corporate video production company Peninsula Films has moved into what must
be the most unusual office space in Cambridge. Chesterton Tower was built in
the 13th century and owned by Henry III. More recently - in the 1960's and 70's
- it was the home and studio of celebrated sculptor David Kindersley. The lease
was offered to Peninsula Films by owner Trinity College who thought the Towers
unconventional nature would suit a creative business.
The ground floor is an open plan office with an impressive vaulted ceiling. Up a
steep, spiral staircase on the first floor Peninsula has installed a state of the art,
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broadcast quality digital editor, along with a 3D animation system - Softimage - as
used by leading British and American animation and special effects studios.
Peninsula producer Charles Martinez adds: "Our clients love coming here and we
still get a tremendous kick out of opening the centuries-old, iron oak door in the
morning. The only downside is unscheduled visits from tourists, history buffs and
English Heritage! We don't really mind. It's a small price to pay for such a historic
and atmospheric working environment."
Pre-Conquest Castles in Herefordshire
Recent research has turned up circumstantial evidence for 3 castles being built
by Earl Harold (k. 1066) in Herefordshire; viz. Longtown (S0.321292), Mouse
Castle (SO.247424) and the Herefordshire Beacon (SO.760401). The 'castle'
of Earl Harold at Dover has long been sought without solid success. The
evidence for the Herefordshire castles is less secure, but evidence there is. Earl
Harold campaigned in the Golden Valley in 1056 and built a 'fort' there. The
rectangular quasi-Roman fort now partially overlain by the 12th century Longtown castle would seem to be this work. Two 'castle' structures of similar design
remain on high hills at Mouse (probably originally 'Eye') Castle and on the
Herefordshire Beacon, at either extreme of the old earldom of Hereford. Although
no documentary evidence remains for Mouse Castle the evidence for the
Herefordshire Beacon suggests that Earl Harold was busy in this region. The
later, post-Conquest, tenurial history of the district makes it unlikely that any
castle was built here by the Normans. The peculiar and similar design of both
sites point towards Eari Harold as the builder.
Three more Norman pre 1051 sites in the district can also be postulated. In 1052
Osbem Pentecost was forced to abandon his castle which has long been linked
with Ewias Harold, the castle refortified by Earl William fitz Osbem before 1071.
However what has not been recognised is that with him went his companion
'Hugh', who was also forced to abandon his castle. Hugh, who was later killed
with Osbem in the service of King Macbeth, has never been identified and his
castle has been ignored. Evidence now suggests that his castle was at Howton
(SO.415294) a large low motte.
Three more pre-1051 sites are also now postulated at Presteigne (SO.309645)
and Homme (SO.733618). All were part of the pre-conquest barony of Richard
fitz Scrub. The purpose of this barony seems to keep the warring Saxon
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earldoms of Mercia and Hereford apart than to hold back the Welsh under King
Gruffydd ap Llywelyn. These three castles, which Richard's Castle
(SO.483703) form a defensive east to west line along the entire length of the
navigable (?) Teme. Their design and positioning are also similar.
References:
Remfry, P.M., Longtown Castle, 1048 to 1241 (ISBN 1-899376-29-1) & The
Herefordshire Beacon, 1043 to 1154 (ISBN 1-899376-32-1), & Richard's
Castle, 1048 to 1216 (ISBN 1-899376-34-1), based on references to original
sources.
UPDATE ON WIGMORE
In September 1997 English Heritage commenced a two year programme to
consolidate the surviving masonry of Wigmore Castle. Over a year into the
project considerable progress has been made with the final tower now scaffolded and work continuing on the gatehouse, keep and north east tower. Work
is complete on the south and east towers. The project is one of minimal
intervention, vegetation only being removed where it is damaging the masonry
or obscuring areas in need of consolidation.
Full archaeological records have been made of all the masonry and a great deal
has been revealed by the removal of damaging vegetation from the walls.
Excavation has been kept to a minimum, only taking place where it was
necessary for structural reasons, however, much information has been retrieved, particularly on medieval ground levels, early use of the site and
environmental and spot dating evidence. The fabric survey consisted of a
photogrammetric survey which was added to by reflectorless EDM data and
then hand enhanced and contexted. The drawings have been digitised in full
3D and it is hoped to combine the drawn and written records with GIS.
Work started on the south tower where it was found that the vaulted undercroft
was a later insertion, that the east bay may have had a timber vault and that
there was a latrine turret to the west. The wall walk and parapet survive with
arrow loops. Through excavation and fabric survey it is now known that there
was a range of buildings against the curtain wall either side of the south tower.
The south curtain wall to the west had suffered a partial collapse within the last
ten years and was one of the few areas where rebuilding was considered
necessary to prevent further loss of fabric.
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The gatehouse is the most complex surviving structure, with at least three major
rebuilding phases. The gable roof line shown on the Buck engraving survives
and there was clearly high status accommodation in the rooms above the
passage north and south of the surviving arch. These were serviced with ante
chambers and latrines, rising three floors internally.
The east tower was in a very poor condition with the weight of debris which filled
the drum and an ancient yew growing from the wall top threatening to destabilise
the tower. The necessary excavation revealed the back wall of the tower with a
fine fireplace, a latrine and evidence of earlier construction phases. Despite the
damaging yew root, the splays of all three windows could be identified.
The north east tower was almost entirely covered in vegetation and its
clearance revealed three storeys of high status accommodation with window
seats on all three floors. The relationship between this tower and the keep
further up the motte is still unclear, however it is hoped that further topographic
survey will enhance our understanding of this area.
The shell keep is of two phases, buttresses being added and the top section
rebuilt probably in the early 14th century. The pinnacle of masonry which formed
part of the stair turret to the keep was slightly damaged by vandals this summer
but the small amount of corework which was lost was not the major disaster as
reported in the local press. Two internal wall faces have recently been revealed
which will help to orientate the tower on the highest point of the motte.
The south west tower will be recorded over the next month, but it is already
clear that although it is of a similar date to the south tower it has a number of
different construction details, offsets instead of joist sockets and diagonal
putlogs which run right through the walls. A sally port with heated guard chamber
has been revealed in the curtain wall next to the tower.
It is anticipated that the consolidation work will be complete by June 1999 and
that the site will be opened to the public in August. Assessment and analysis of
the survey data will continue and a larger research agenda is planned to place
the results in the context of the castle's hinterland and the wider context of the
Welsh Marches.
Jon Cooke
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News - Ireland
David Sweetman reports:
Archaeological excavation work at Trim finally came to an end in 1998. The
most recent work was concentrated around the Trim gatehouse which is earlier
than that at the Dublin side. Alan Hayden found evidence of a wooden
gatehouse here which dates to the early 1170's and which was replaced by the
stone gateway in the 1180's. Three phases of building of the stone structure
were noted, the latest being in the late medieval period.
Alan Hayden also undertook a small excavation at Roscrea Castle, Co Tipperary where he found a small circular mural tower beneath the standing remains
of a D-shaped tower.
Dave Pollock concluded his work on the shell keep at Dungarvin, Co Waterford.
This year he found deliberate cladding of the keep which can be associated with
adapting it for artillery in the 17th century. Dave has also been working this year
in the bawn of the tower house at Barryscourt, Co Cork. The tower house was
constructed in the second half of the 16th century. The remains of a kitchen and
wooden hall were found. The hall is a rebuild and the original remains to be
found.
Kieran O'Conorhas concluded his work on Carlow Castie and Ben Murtagh has
finalised a long campaign at Kilkenny Castle where he excavated part of the
moat, a mural tower, and a portion of the ringwork which lies under the modem
castle.
Lebanon/Syria Tour - September 1999
Denys Pringle advises that in conjunction with Jasmin Tours, a provisional
itinerary has been drawn up for a 12 day tour of the Lebanon/Syria region in
September. The plan is to fly to Beirut- probably September4th, visiting en route
Tyre, Sidon, Jubayl, Smar Jubayl, Msayiha, Tripoli, al-Mina, Crac des Chevaliers, Safrtha, Qal' at Yahmur, Tartus, Marqab, Sahyun, Aleppo, and Damascus
Citadel. Return flight from Damascus. The cost will be approximately £1,500.
Those members that have already made enquiries will be receiving details
directly from Jasmin Tours, and all members will receive a mailing from the tour
company in due course.
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CASTLES AT RISK
In May, English Heritage launched their 'Buildings at Risk' register, a list of
1,500 Grade I and Grade II* properties, and including 432 Scheduled Ancient
Monuments - structures rather than earthworks. This was as a result of English
Heritage's concern that hundreds of Britain's historic buildings were in danger of
crumbling away and being lost to the nation.
The threatened buildings include parts of Saltwood Castle - Kent, which is listed
as a category 4 risk. The inclusion of buildings in the Register implies no criticism
of their owners and the launch of the register is part of a campaign to draw
attention to a new £5 million grants package. Owners will be able to apply for
emergency works grants in order to carry out urgent repairs or for other forms of
help.
Other buildings in danger include Sheriff Hutton in Yorkshire, once occupied by
Richard III and the 19th century forts around Portsmouth and Chatham built
against French maritime threats.
Over a quarter of the buildings are considered to be at grave risk with no prospect
of a solution in sight (Category 6 on the following list). Responsibility for taking
action to improve the buildings at risk lies with local authorities and English
Heritage is keen to encourage them to make better use of their powers particularly to serve repairs notices and, where necessary, to issue compulsory
purchase orders. As well as setting aside £5 million in grants, English Heritage
will also be providing technical advice and funding the appointment of conservation officers to aid local authorities.
Other sites at risk include:

Cooling, Wressle
Clifford, Wilton, Whittington
Richards Castle, Hopton

The list also includes some buildings owned by English Heritage itself. We invite
CSG members to submit any castles that they feel should be on the list and we
will compile a CSG "Castles at Risk" register, including Wales for the next
Newsletter. The following pages list all the selected scheduled ancient monuments classified as 'castles' graded in descending order of priority. The SAM's at
risk in the Register are castles that include, or comprise significant masonry
structures. The Register will be updated annually.
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Castle Name

County

Priority

Ravensworth Castle
Binbury Castle
Sedgewick Castle
Gleaston Castle
Harewood Castle
Richard's Castle
Lammerside Castle
Bewley Castle
Snodhill Castle
Penyard Castle
Stapleton Castle
Alberbury Castle
Hopton Castle
Scaleby Castle
Bew Castle
Wilton Castle
Mitford Castle
Somerton Castle
Ravensworth Castle
Kilton Castle remains
Cartington Castle ruins
Simonburn Castle
Snape Castle
Chipcase Castle (tower)
Dilston Castle
Scargill Castle
Crayke Castle
Astley Castle
Ayton Castle
Codnor Castle remains
Sheriff Hutton Castle
Triermain Castle
Millom Castle
Cooling Castle
Bellister Castle
Thirlwall Castle
Merdon Castle
Oakham Castle walls

Tyne and Wear
Kent
West Sussex
Cumbria
West Yorkshire
Herefordshire
Cumbria
Cumbria
Herefordshire
Herefordshire
Herefordshire
Shropshire
Shropshire
Cumbria
Cumbria
Herefordshire
Northumberland
Lincolnshire
North Yorkshire
Cleveland
Northumberland
Northumberland
North Yorkshire
Northumberland
Northumberland
Durham
North Yorkshire
Warwickshire
North Yorkshire
Derbyshire
North Yorkshire
Cumbria
Cumbria
Kent
Northumberland
Northumberland
Hampshire
Leicestershire

6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
5
5
5
5
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
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Castle Name

County

Hartshill Castle
Warwickshire
Newton Kyme Castle
North Yorkshire
Site of Neville Castle
North Yorkshire
John of Gaunts Castle
North Yorkshire
Whorlton Castle Gatehouse
North Yorkshire
Ruins of Whorlton Castle
North Yorkshire
Flamborough Castle
Hurnberstde
Caludon Castle
Warwickshire
Saltwood Castle
Kent
Heighley Castle
Staffordshire
Huntington Castle
Herefordshire
Westenhanger Castle
Kent
Leyboume Castle
Kent
Bletchingly Castle
Surrey
Clifford Castle
Herefordshire
Charlton Castle
Shropshire
Lyonshall Castle
Herefordshire
Wattlesborough Castle
Shropshire
The Castle Flats, Ludlow
Shropshire
Wressle Castle
Humberside
Rufus Castle
Dorset
Whittington Castle
Shropshire
Baginton Castle
Warwickshire
Gatehouse at Pembridge Castle Herefordshire
Old Mulgrave Castle
North Yorkshire
Torksey Castle
Lincolnshire
Harbottle Castle
Northumberland

Priority
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
3
3
3
2
2
1
1
1

The official definition of Priority ratings are:
6 - Immediate risk of further rapid deterioration or loss of fabric; no solution agreed.
5 - Immediate risk of further rapid deterioration or loss of fabric; solution agreed but
not yet implemented.
4 - Slow decay; no solution agreed.
3 - Slow decay; solution agreed but not yet implemented.
2 - Under repair or in fair to good repair, but not user identified or under threat of
vacancy with no obvious new user (applicable only to buildings capable of beneficial
use).
1 - Repair scheme in progress, and end use or user identified.
Members are invited to add any others to the list and reclassify the priority level.
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Reviews
THE CASTLES OF CUMBRIA : A REVIEW
By John R. Kenyon
With the amount of interesting and scholarly literature that has appeared in 1998,
one could fill our Newsletter with reviews. However, the key items that have
come to my attention will, of course, be featured in the supplement to this issue
that will appear next summer, as has already been explained to members.
However, two publications that covers castles in the same part of England,
namely Cumbria, are worthy of a fuller treatment than I would normally have
space for in "Recent Publications", and I am sure more detailed reviews of
monographs will continue to be a feature of our Newsletter.
Both publications under review are published by the Cumberland and Westmorland Antiquarian and Archaeological Society; one is in that society's 'Extra
Series', the other in the 'Research Series'. One of the most valued volumes in the
CWAAS's Extra Series is J. F. Curwen's book of the castles of Cumberland etc.,
published in 1913. This is still an important volume in castle studies, and much
sought after, but since 1913a large amount of further information has come to
light through research, conservation and publications. The time has come,
therefore, to update Curwen, and this is the purpose behind the first volume
considered here, namely Denis R. Perriam and John Robinson's The Medieval
Fortified Buildings of Cumbria. This is a gazetteer and research guide, a volume
to dip into rather than to read from beginning to end. Whereas Curwen listed 157
sites, Perriam and Robinson provide us with almost 500 'case studies', but then
not all these are castles. Many of the sites in the gazetteer are small structures,
presumed to have been fortified due to the thickness of their walls, bastles,
vicarage towers, etc.; there are also some dubious examples, by the authors'
own admission.
As the book covers so many sites, even allowing for it being over 400 pages, the
entries in the gazetteer are kept short. Following the site name and grid
reference, there comes the type of structure it is, for example vicarage tower,
possible moated site, motte and bailey, and so forth. Then follows the reference
in Curwen, if there is one, followed by [1] the main sources of reference and [2]
additional references. Each entry finishes with a statement under 'Record',
whether the building is listed, the sites and monuments record number, and
various comments, including what might be done in the future to a particular site,
e.g. 'Needs a survey'. Many of the entries are illustrated with plans and drawings,
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including 18th- and 19th- century views, and although the plans are at RCHM
level 4, it is extremely useful to have them for the sites which are not so well
known. A castle such as Kendal has one page of text, whilst on the opposite page
the illustrations include the plan, a photo of around 1860, two sketches of knights
from Furness Abbey, and reproductions of the views of the castle at either end of
the 17th century.
Many of the lesser sites in this volume (the majority) will be unknown to many,
and certainly unknown to those who are not so familiar with Cumbria. The main
interest for the reviewer lay in the discovery of some not insubstantial later
medieval structures such as Gleaston Castle.
The final lines in Perriam and Robinson for the entry on Brougham Castle reads
'Proposed EH volume in preparation 1995.' The book was published soon after
Perriam and Robinson's, funded by English Heritage for the CWAAS (Brougham
Castle, Cumbria. A Survey and Documentary History), written by Henry Summerson (the history), Michael Trueman and Stuart Harrison (jointly, the survey
and analysis of the fabric). This study of Brougham is one of a number of
thorough surveys commissioned and funded by English Heritage on castles in
State care, Carlisle being published in 1990. With some doubt seeming to hang
over the future of the English Heritage series of archaeological reports, funding
the publication of such monographs through local societies is a good way to
publish, especially when that society has a tradition of producing occasional
monographs.
The study of Brougham was undertaken by the Lancaster University Archaeological Unit, and many of the fine illustrations, including plans and elevations, are
the work of that Unit's staff. The research leading to the production of this
monograph has involved a variety of disciplines, as David Sherlock and Michael
Trueman emphasise in their introduction: Henry Summerson on the documentary history, RCHME staff on the earthworks, the geology covered by the British
Geological Survey, and Denis Perriam who compiled Appendix 3, pictorial
sources for Brougham from 1665 to 1989, in a similar vein to what he produced
for the Carlisle volume. Summerson, in 70 pages, examines Brougham's history
from its foundation to 1990; whilst its early history is not so well documented, the
later period is, and most of the chapter covers the period from 1309.
The standing fabric of Brougham was recorded through a number of elevations,
drawn stone by stone. Trueman and Harrison in Chapter 5 point out that the two
campaigns of repairs to the castle's fabric (1848-49 & 1928-31) did make it
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difficult to work out the phasing of the castle. One wonders just how much detail
has been lost in the last century and the early decades of this one due to
conservation techniques at a number of our ancient monuments.
Brougham progressed from castle to a comfortable fortified house, not unlike a
number of other castles refurbished in the later Middle Ages. In the late 13th
century the keep was still viewed as the main residence by Robert Clifford, for he
heightened it by adding two further floors (one of which had a fine vaulted
oratory), vaulted the basement no doubt to strengthen the tower, and added
blind arcading to the first floor. The addition of this arcading must have been
made to impress visitors as they entered the keep from the forebuilding.
Brougham is thus another example that could be added to Philip Dixon's paper
in the latest Chateau Gaillard (pp. 47-57) on design in castle building and the
control of the access to the lord of the castle.
These two books published by the CWAAS are important to the literature of
castles as a whole. Whilst the Cumbria volume is designed as a reference tool,
the Brougham report deserves to be read from cover to cover, and at last we
have a fitting study of this interesting castle which is often neglected in general
castle studies. In terms of production the Brougham report is of a higher quality,
but then it had English Heritage funding. Neither volume is cheap, but if you can
afford £65.00 then I suggest you buy them both, but if only one, I would
recommend the Brougham volume. All those involved in both ventures deserve
congratulations, and let us hope that the equivalent study to that undertaken at
Brougham, namely that at Goodrich, will be published in the nottoo distant future.

The Medieval Fortified Buildings of Cumbria: an Illustrated Gazetteer and
Research Guide. By D. R. Perriam and J. Robinson, xx, 416pp., 390 line
drawings, 180 halftones, 297 x210mm. Kendal: Cumberland and Westmorland
Antiquarian and Archaeological Society, 1998 (Extra Series; XXIX). ISBN
1-873124-23-6. £35.00.
Brougham Castle, Cumbria: a Survey and Documentary History. By Henry
Summerson, Michael Trueman and Stuart Harrison, x, 173pp., 67 figs., 297 x
210mm. Kendal: CWAAS, 1998 (Research Series; 8). ISBN 1-873124-25-3.
£30.00.
Both volumes are available post free from Mr Ian Caruana,
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An Englishman's Castle is his home.
The moats and battlements of medieval fortresses were little more than status symbols,
argues Giles Worsley, Architecture Correspondent.
Form follows function. What a neat phrase, alliterative, memorable and so deeply sunk
into our consciousness that it has become one of the fundamental rules of architecture. A
building's appearance should be determined by the practical purpose it is meant to fulfil
and by the way it is built. Anything else is simply decoration and must be condemned.
For Modernist architects it has been a key tenet since the 1920s and it remains the driving
aesthetic behind the hightech buildings of such architects as Lord Rogers, Sir Norman
Foster and Nicholas Grimshaw.
So, it is not surprising that for many architects "form follows function" is glibly trotted out
to explain their buildings to clients and planners. To non-architects, the phrase makes it
seem that there is something inevitable and unchallengeable about the appearance of the
building put before them.
A couple of weeks ago I attended just such a presentation. There was a wall of images of
the site, designs and sources. The first photograph was of a medieval castle, and so the
architect duly stated: "In the design of my building, 'form follows function', as one sees of
course in this medieval castle." The weight of history had been marshalled behind his
design. How could we doubt him?
It seemed a safe enough point. We all know that castles were designed to withstand
sieges and to keep intruders out. We are taught that the story of castle architecture was
one of Darwinian evolution, as castle architect and siege engineer battled it out. A
technical advance by one would be countered by the other. Mottes and baileys, keeps,
barbicans, square towers, round towers, multifaceted towers - slowly the process of castle
evolution unfolded till eventually the introduction of the cannon rendered high walls and
turrets redundant and the process was repeated with the development of the artillery
fortification.
The castle is the textbook case of form following function. No wonder the architect blithely
used it to underpin his presentation. Yet, as a series of recent articles in Country Life have
shown, defence was not the only, nor necessarily the prime, motivation behind castles.
Look at castles with a practical eye and you will see that their stem towers and
battlemented walls are often more concerned with the appearance of war than its reality.
The Country Life articles have brought to the surface a long-rumbling academic debate in
which scholars such as Charles Coulson have challenged the old orthodoxy. Bodiam
Castle, in Sussex, has become the touchstone. Largely intact, with its high towers and
battlements reflected in a moat, Bodiam holds all the romance of a tale told by Froissart.
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Generations of small and not-so-small children have laid siege to it, stormed the
drawbridge, broken down the portcullis and emerged victorious on the high tower.
In 1385 Richard II granted Sir Edward Dalyngrigge, a veteran of the Hundred Years' War,
permission to build a castle at Bodiam "for the defence of the adjacent countryside and
the resistance to our enemies". The south coast was threatened by the French and
Bodiam, on the river Rother, was a strategic spot where a castle would stop any invaders.
Or that has been the argument.
But once you move away from the rhetoric of that permission and the assumption that a
castle with moat, towers and battlements built during the Hundred Years' War must be
driven by the needs of defence, then Bodiam begins to appear distinctly impractical.
For a start, the River Rother was not navigable this far upstream. Also, the moat, far from
being impregnable, could easily have been emptied, leaving no more than a muddy patch
for an attacker to clamber over. The moat is best understood as an ornamental lake,
designed to show off the castle.
The fortifications are equally unconvincing. On three sides there are windows, but no
arrow slits. The defences appear concentrated on the entrance front. Here the gun slots
are so deep it would only have been possible to shoot straight ahead; the arrow slits have
insufficient internal splaying to allow an archer or crossbow man to aim and fire; the
murder holes in the entrance vault are too small and ill positioned to be effective; and it
would have been physically impossible to install a drawbridge.
Bodiam was not built for defence but for the show of defence. It is best understood not as
a strategic link in a network of coastal castles but as an assertion of social status by
Dalyngrigge, a minor county squire who had risen to a position of importance through
successful marriages and political manoeuvrings. At Bodiam, form most certainly does
not follow function.
Wherever scholars seem to look the same message emerges. According to Geoffrey
Parnell of the Historic Royal Palaces Agency, William the Conqueror's White Tower at the
Tower of London was not a grim fortified residence but a building designed for grand
court ceremonies. The first-floor entrance is not defensive but ceremonial, with a lofty and
wide lobby protected by a pair of stout doors with drawbars, no more formidable than the
entrance to a large Tudor house.
The same is true of Orford Castle, a sophisticated, multifaceted tower dramatically set on
the Suffolk coast. The traditional military explanation of its form appears to make no sense
as the castle is more, not less, vulnerable to siege than its precursors. Instead, argues the
medieval architectural historian Sandy Heslop, Henry II built Orford as a comfortably
grand house and a statement of power, not specifically as a fortress, concluding: "At
Orford, as in so many other keeps of the 12th century, the physical evidence suggests that
the form was not primarily devised with military requirements in mind."
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At Windsor Castle the recent restoration revealed a portcullis slot in the former kitchen
tower of the Royal Lodgings. This seems an unlikely practical requirement. The Royal
Lodgings may have had battlements and a pair of towers but the long series of tall
windows in-between make it clear that this was no defensive structure. Instead they would
appearto have been built by Edward III as a symbol of chivalry, perhaps as a backdrop for
elaborate tournaments. Windsor Castle, after all, was the seat of the Order of the Garter,
a self-conscious resurrection by Edward III of King Arthur's Knights of the Round Table.
Of course, some castles were built principally for defence, but there were many castles,
like Bodiam, where aesthetics prevail. In the Middle Ages the preferred aesthetic, that
which symbolised power, was the one which highlighted the defensible quality of
architecture, whether the particular building was defensible or not.
Once our eyes our open to this all sorts of avenues emerge. Scottish architectural
historian Charles McKean has recently explained how many Scottish Renaissance
castles were built to have the appearance but not the reality of fortification. Sixteenthcentury Scotland becomes a markedly more civilised place as a result
Similarly, all those late 15th-century brick castles such as Herstmonceux in Sussex,
Tattershall in Lincolnshire or Caister in Norfolk which take the form of a castle but would
never have stood up to a serious siege, at last become comprehensible. They are no less
"proper" castles than Bodiam.
And at last we can begin to understand those "mock castles" of the early 17th-century
such as Bolsover in Derbyshire, Lu I worth in Dorset or Ruperra in Glamorgan. To call
them "mock castles" is to fail to understand how the castle aesthetic remained strong long
after gunpowder had rendered the castles defenceless.
The lessons to be learnt from exploding the castle myth are no less relevant today. In the
hands of good architects such as Rogers, Foster or Grimshaw the result of form following
function may be impressive buildings, but it is not a prerequisite for good architecture. All
too often it forms a sterile straitjacket which brings out the worst in architects, as so many
bad buildings erected over the past 50 years remind us to our cost.
Adventurous architects have already learnt this. Nobody could argue that form follows
function at Frank Gehry's Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao.
©Telegraph Group Limited, London 1998

The Symbolism of the Great Tower
International Medieval Congress: Leeds 13-16 July 1998
Session 1405: Castle Studies: Form, Function and Meaning
Pamela Marshall delivered a paper entitled 'The Symbolism of the Great Tower*. She
began with a critique of towerterminology explaining the usage of donjon and magna turris
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and describing how the word 'keep' had been distorted from its original usage in the 14th
century (as coop or barrel - see Kenyon and Thompson, Medieval Archaeology 1996, to
become a description of a tower of last resort designed to 'keep' people out. 'Keep' was not
a term widely used before the 16th century and it had received a boost in the 19th century by
romantic novelists such as Sir. Walter Scott.
Pamela proceeded to describe a range of donjons from look-out towers to palaces. Their
main link was as towers designed to seduce by a deliberate image of strength and
impregnability. At Conisborough, for instance (visited by CSG in 1996), the tower is full of
domestic features (fireplaces, washbasins, oratory) but has only a few tiny windows - the
inhabitants would have found it difficult to see what was going on from the tower, particularly
if under attack, yet the external appearance of the tower was one of strength and grandeur.
A continuing theme was how previous generations had misled us with interpretations of
castles based more on novels than on archaeological evidence. Victorian historians for
instance, decided that donjons had spine walls so that the occupants could hide on one side
of them when under attack! They declared that donjons were built to confuse so that hostile
entrants could not find their way around.
But the real message offered by the great tower was far from confusing. When first built, it
was often the only structure within the castle of stone - eg. Castelnau (Dordogne), Pembroke,
Scarborough, Barnard. It literally towered over the surrounding area. Even tall towers could
be further heightened, sometimes at a crucial political moment - as at Moncontour, a 12th
century tower that was heightened in the 14th century during the Hundred Years War. A fine
example of this is Falaise. Here Henry I had built his great rectangular donjon. When Philippe
Auguste took Normandy in 1204 he built a second great tower - this time round and
significantly higher than Henry's. A whole list of castles could be cited which possessed 2
great towers, sometimes contemporary, sometimes not: Niort, Le Blanc, Lewes, Lincoln.
Pausing at Lincoln, Pamela commented on how intimately connected was the lordship of Earl
Ranulf of Chester with his right of maintaining a tower within the castle. This has usually been
thought to be the Lucy Tower, the shell keep based upon the original motte, which is named
after Ranulf s mother. However, there may be a misidentification here - it may be that Ranulf s
title was given instead to the Observatory tower which sits upon the second of Lincoln's two
mottes. The archaeology makes more sense here and it could be that the name 'Lucy Tower"
has been applied to the wrong donjon!
At Hedingham, R. Allen Brown had been the first to suggest that the tower was built to
celebrate the elevation of Aubrey de Vere in 1141 to the earldom of Oxford. Pamela's own
work here (with Philip Dixon) had reinforced Allen Brown's theory by discovering that the
tower as built comprised nothing more than two grand halls, one with an immense singlespan arch and mural gallery. There was no accommodation here (at least until the end of the
middle ages when another floor was inserted) - it was a high-level audience chamber with
waiting room.
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At Chateau Gaillard, the domestic accommodation was limited to the inner ward. Again, there
was none in the great tower which comprised of a second floor entry into a waiting room. The
audience chamber was on the floor below. Significantly it possessed the biggest and finest
window in the castle - a window with recessed orders. There were no window seats leading
to the suggestion that this was the position of the king's throne. The supplicant would enter
to find himself facing the king silhouetted in the light.
In conclusion, the most up-to-date work on great towers suggests that their primary functions
include; to be visible from a distance and hence impressive; to contain suitable accommodation for a lord; to contain an official reception suite; to combine both residential and
symbolic elements. Yes they are strong - but that strength is about image as much as about
wall thickness. And as Pamela commented in her closing remarks - Bishops build castles as
well...
Sarah Speight
CURRENT DEBATES IN BRITISH CASTLE STUDIES - A PERSONAL NOTE
Every year our bibliographer, John Kenyon, provides us with an invaluable survey of
published literature which reveals the steady flow of research and publication in the field of
castle studies. It is a field which, over the decades, has attracted an enormous amount of
writing. This varies in form from specific studies of individual sites to wide-ranging syntheses
covering many centuries. Since, in the 1990's, we stand a century after the birth of modern
castle studies, it is perhaps appropriate to pause and take stock.
In the late nineteenth century, medieval scholars were arguing what castles were, when they
originated and how they differed from other forms of fortified place both medieval and earlier.
Study of stone castle monuments was being established and the debate about castle origins
was drawing attention to less obvious castle forms, including the earthworks of timber
castles. It was a crucial period (some would argue the crucial period) in the history of British
castle studies. Ella Armitage's famous book, published in 1912, was in a sense an
expression of the immediately preceding decades as well as of her own efforts.
During the twentieth century, the subject has grown in many ways. The architectural study of
stone castles, excavation of timber ones, field survey of all types of castle, historical and
social analysis of castle-building society and appreciation of castles as parts of rural
landscapes and urban townscapes - all these have proved fruitful lines of enquiry generating
research, discussion and publication. Indeed, it is fair to say that the creation of our own
Castle Studies Group, a little over ten years ago, arose from the desire of its foundermembers to be more aware of what other people were doing and to examine, at first hand and
under guidance, the castle sites which were the object of their studies.
From a better understanding, both archaeological and historical, of countless individual
castle sites there have also emerged major advances in more general interpretation. In
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comparison with our predecessors of a century ago, we have a fuller knowledge of the
evolution, planning, building technology, defences and domestic buildings of castles. We
also have a fuller understanding of castle-building society and of the distribution in time
and space of castle-building effort. These advances have been made in many ways by
many people -to which the contents of the CBA and CSG bibliographies are witness. At
one level we have had general books: for example (to take three united by their common
publisher, and ranging from the 1930's to 1990's) those by Braun, Allen Brown and
McNeill. At another level, we have had more specialist monographs: Renn's book on the
Norman period, Kenyon's on medieval fortifications, Thompson's on the rise and decline
of castles, Pound's on the social history of castles and Higham's and Barker's on timber
castles. Underpinning many other forms of enquiry is the data to be found in such
compendious studies as Brown, Colvin and Taylor's "King's Works", King's "Castellarium"
and the surveys produced by the RCHM in England (and its Welsh, Scottish and Ulster
counterparts) and the Office of Public Works in Ireland. Article literature, too, makes
advances of a more general nature, encouraging us to think afresh about some aspect of
castle study: good examples are the pieces published by Faulkner in the 1950's and
1960's on domestic planning and Allen Brown and Davison in the later 1960's on castle
origins. The fruits of the Royal Archaeological Institutes 'castle origins" project, edited by
Saunders in 1977 are another example of a general contribution of this type. In recent
years, we have seen castle studies drawn into the wider debate, current in medieval
building studies generally, about the planning and use of domestic space: stimulating
articles have appeared from Morley, Fairclough, Dixon, Marshall and others. Heslop's
exposition of Orford's "keep" as an expression of status through architectural design
pursues a similar emphasis. The interdisciplinary character of the field has also provided
a strictly historical input into recent discussion, particularly Coulson's articles on the
"status" emphasis of licences to crenellate and his recent review article in the Journal of
Medieval History (archaeological buffs, please note).
With due apology to colleagues whose names and institutions have not been mentioned
in the highly selective paragraphs above (this is, deliberately, a contribution to a
newsletter and not an academic article!) I add also mention of a small group of items
published between 1989 and 1994 in one particular medium: the Archaeological Journal.
The world of castle studies has always been excellently served by the Royal Archaeological Institute. In the 1960's since it sponsored a research project into castle origins, its
journal has regularly been an outlet for castle related publication and its collective views
on castle issues are highly valued. The items in question, by Pounds (vol. 146, 1989,
632-4), Stacker (vol. 149, 1992, 415-420) and Thompson (vol. 151, 1994, 439-445)
comprise book reviews, a review article and a response to the latter which are to a limited
extent reminiscent of the dialogue published circa 1900 and that published in the later
1960's between Allen Brown and Brian Davison. Since, in both those contexts, heated
discussion was evidence of a flourishing field of contemporary study, we must take heart
that the emergence of further (sometimes contentious) debate is evidence of similar
academic vitality in our own time. In brief, the viewpoints expressed in this group of
published items may be summarised as follows. Pounds, from the position of a social
historian/historical geographer was critical of King's emphasis on military matters but
complimentary about Thompson's emphasis on social matters. Stacker, taking an
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overview of various publications, argued that a better appreciation of social symbolism in
castle-building would best serve the cause of advancing the subject. He was variously
complimentary to, or critical of, works by Pounds, Thompson, Kenyon and Saunders (this last,
of course treating the period when fortified sites were undoubtedly "military"). Thompson in
replying to Stocker, corrected the tatter's assumption that the "military" element in castle
interpretation was a legacy from Pitt-Rivers (it is actually a legacy from the generation of
Viollet-le-Duc in France and of Armitage and contemporaries in the British Isles). Crucially (it
seems to me) he also reminded his readers that, entirely justified though the trend towards
emphasising the "social and symbolic" is, we cannot escape the fact that what gave castles
something in common was their possession of defences - without them they were simply
domestic sites in the general sense.
The underlying issue discussed, however, is not a new one. The problem of evaluating, even
reconciling, the military and social functions of medieval castles is one of which serious castle
students have been aware from the beginnings of modern study. Ella Armitage knew that
castles had diverse functions. The matter has been treated, whether directly or indirectly, by
the writers of all general books on castles because it is an issue hard to avoid. In parts of some
general works, it emerges as a major theme, for example in Piatt's book published in 1982.
Nor, obviously, has recent discussion of the issue in article form been confined to the pages
of the Archaeological Journal. It has, for example, figured in the contents of the excellent
journal Fortress (whose demise is so much regretted by all) where we find items by Thompson
(keeps and'country houses, in vol. 12 and 15), Dixon & Marshall (Hedingham, in vol. 18) and
Cairns (Irish tower houses, in vol. 11) which are very relevant to the debate. Fortress's editor,
Saunders, also made his own contribution, on castles as country houses, in the Bulletin of the
International Castles Institute (vol. 49, 1993). As reported elsewhere in this Newsletter, the
subject was seriously aired at the 1998 Leeds International Medieval Congress. It has also
caught the attention of journalists (with articles in the Daily Telegraph and Country Life
appearing in 1998. The interpretation of Bodiam has emerged as a key-piece in the debate
about the later medieval period in particular. The tower-houses of Scotland (castles or
Renaissance houses?) have also been revisited in this context.
So, was a castle primarily a house or primarily a fortification? My personal, and very
traditional, view has always been that castles took their particular character from being both
house and fortification at once. This is a conclusion which, to my mind, we are led both by
observation of the physical remains of castles and by reading of the contemporary written
sources from the societies which built them. Obviously, some castles were more fortified than
others and some were more domesticated than others. Some changed their balance of
emphasis within the overall span of their occupation. But when I think of a medieval castle,
I think of somewhere which was a residence (permanent or occasional) and which could,
when and if necessary, be defended against whatever level of threat its builder perceived to
be at all likely. This potential threat arose from the nature of contemporary political life, in
which possession of castles was so often crucial to power. It also arose from the nature of
contemporary social life, which (despite a notion of public order emanating from royal power
and supported in law) left issues of security very much with the individual. That the perceived
threat could vary from a massive siege to a minor local foray is one (appealingly simple)
explanation of the varied "seriousness" of castle defences.
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From the perspective of my particular lines of research, over nearly three decades (ouch!), I
have been instinctively drawn to a murtifaceted view of castles and the lives their occupants
lead. Anyone who combines excavation, fieldwork and building study, documentary enquiry
and landscape analysis inevitably escapes the strictures created by the pursuit of any one of
those avenues alone. In so saying, I intend no offence to those who do, primarily, pursue one
or other of these avenues for they are all immensely fruitful and frequently in complementary
ways. For me, however, castle studies is a wide-ranging mode of exploration into medieval
society. I have no difficulty of accepting, simultaneously, that, for example, Dover may have
been a great fortress, Bodiam may have been a showpiece and Hedingham's keep may have
originated in a particular social context. Nor do I see any tension in castles being sometimes
crucial political or military establishments and at other times simply the posh homes of rich
people. That all these things were possible (and regarded by contemporaries as castles,
regardless of emphasis) is the fascinating thing which tells us so much about the centuries in
question. Although never one to regard defences as wholly "symbolic" (even in the later
middle ages) I have never been overtly "militarist" in my general approach to the subject as
a whole. With interests in the wider field of medieval settlement history, I am struck as much
by the roles castles played in rural and urban developments. In formulating, with other
committee members, CSG's "mission statement' in the late 1980's I tried very much to build
in this multi-facetted approach. The matter was aired at our Maynooth AGM in 1998 and
things left as they were. It was also an approach I took, on everyone's behalf, when
contributing the castles component to English Heritage's 1990 Framework document. I still
think it has much to commend it.
The traditional generalisation of the combined defensive and social attributes of castles is, of
course, undoubtedly true. But it has the potential to limit further analysis. To advance our
understanding of medieval castle-building society we must break the generalisation down
and examine the matter of degree: what was the balance and relationship between defence
and domesticity, strength and status, both in general and at particular sites? Was residence
ever the mere by-product of fortification and was fortification (real or apparent) ever simply
the symbolic expression of power? In extending this debate, in whatever direction, the writers
mentioned in this discussion (as well as others not named) have provided an invaluable
service. We might conclude, in one sense, that castle studies circa 2000 are very much
where they were circa 1900 - at fundamentals - because we are still arguing about what they
were really built for and other matters (such as origins). This is not, of course, evidence of a
dead-end subject, but rather of one in which fundamental issues were defined at an early
stage and continue to challenge us. Nor should we forget, of course, the danger of
over-generalisation about the medieval centuries: an important point to emerge from the
study of so many individual castles is the particular nature of the circumstances which gave
rise to their building.
My thanks to our editor, Neil Guy, for suggesting I write this (somewhat discursive) Newsletter
contribution and my apologies to anyone whom I have inadvertently misrepresented^
Bob Higham
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MEMBERS ACTIVITIES
Graham Cadman, Field Officer for Northamptonshire Heritage continues the
research at The Mount, Alderton, Northamptonshire (see page 31).
Peter Heald-Gledhill ( •
•
^ ^ ^ D , is extending his current part-time postal trade in photographic books to
include Castle Books - anything from Viollet-le-Duc to date via Armitage, Braun,
Brown, Piatt et al. Members are welcome to contact him for details of current stock,
or requests.
Rob Morgan Eastern Europe,
1) Medieval 'Ship and Castle' Seals in Wales.
2) "Kamyaneis-Podolskiy". A medieval fortress in the Ukraine. Together with Andriy
Hreshchuk Rivne and Prof. Josef Patsula, they are involved in a long term project on
this castle, scheduled date for preliminary publication, Autumn 1999 (in Ukrainian
and English).
3) The Cardigan Town "Crimean" gun.
Paul Remfry, research on castles in Britain and Normandy. Forthcoming for
December 1998 'Bloody Montgomery 1223 to 1295' the detailed description of the
army of Montgomery and its campaigns between these dates. Also undertaken is
the exhaustive study of the available evidence forthe part of the Montgomery troops
in the death of Prince Llywelyn.
The 'Castles of Breconshire' should also appear early in the new year.
Dr M. W. Samuel PhD, Completion of Ph.D. Thesis (1998 June). 'The Tower
Houses of West Cork' UCL. A dissertation describing the tower house in this region
(which includes South Murkenny). Their adoption, function and development is
studied. Particular emphasis is laid on the functions of the interiors and the degree
to which this reflects social changes in Gaelic society in the period 1425 -1650.
Design trends and the existence of different 'schools' of tower house building are
traced through the study of common architectural features. Design and setting-out
are studied using a program for unit recognition. This is demonstrated to have a very
uneven chronological spread, with early tower houses on the coast and navigable
rivers. Tower house were only adopted at a much later date inland. By the 17th
century their role had become largely symbolic and they were not intended for
serious defence.
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