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Exeter, November 1994
Dear Member
It has been business as usual in 1994, with another very worthwhile annual
conference, this year in Northumberland, which is reportedbelow. 1994 also had an
extra dimension: for the first time CSG enjoyed a study tour well away from home:
the Crusader Castles trip was a great success and an account will be found in the
following pages. In view of the unusual nature of the event, this has been produced
in some detail. 1994 also saw the seventeenth international Chateau Gaillard
conference, held at Abergavenny, at which delegates from all over Europe gathered
for a stimulating series of lectures and site visits. Reports from those who attended
indicate it was a most successful event.
Members have been helpful in submitting several short new items, and we also
have a longer piece arising from one member's visit to Japanese castles. Please keep
sending material -includinginf ormation on your relevant activities - it all helps! This
year, for some reason, there are fewer entries on members' activities.
Also may I make a plea, on behalf of John Kenyon, for a continuing flow of
information on publications. His bibliographical contributions are not simply of
topical interest but will also, I suspect, provide the longest-lasting value of our
Newsletters. The pro-f orma (enclosed with Newsletters) is an easy way of keeping
him up-dated, but he is also keen to receive offprints, xeroxes or spare copies of
published material.
As always, castellologists continue prolific in their publishing efforts, but this year
we have also a slightly unusual contribution. In celebrating 150 years of activity, the
Royal Archaeological Institute published a collection of papers eniitledBuilding on
the Past (edited by Blaise Vyner). This volume explores the history of the Institute
and then continues with an overview of British archaeology as the twentieth century
draws to a close. The essay entitled 'Medieval fortifications and post-medieval
artillery defences: developments in post-war research and future trends' is by
Jonathon Coad of HBMC, who reminds us that the very first volume of theArchaeological Journal (1844) included no less than three papers about medieval castles. In
the first century of the Institute's life, castle studies flourished, but since 1945 there
has been a "veritable explosion of research and knowledge" in this area. This is a
useful review, especially as it is published not as a specialist, individual item, but in
a volume where the reader may see comparable studies for other aspects of the
archaeological world, stretching from prehistory to very recent centuries.
Finally, I have been circulated with a requestf or a response to an HBMC survey of
research strategies in archaeology. This request has been sent to many interested
parties, including specialist study groups such as our own. In due course CSG may
have an input, as it did some years ago when it contributed to "Archaeology and the
Middle Ages", the Society for Medieval Archaeology's recommendation to HBMC
(the final version of which was published in the jownalMedieval Archaeology, vol.
23,1987)
Happy castling!

STEERING COMMITTEE
Treasurer: Mr. A.Burt, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ I
Secretary: Dr.R.A.Higham, Department of History & Archaeology, University of
Exeter, Exeter EX44QH
Republic of Ireland: Mr.DJohnson,H
Wales: Mr.J.Kenyon, National Museum of Wales, Cathays Park, Cardiff CF1 3NP.
Northern Ireland: Dr. LMcNeill, The Queen's University of Belfast, School of
Geography, Department of Archaeology, Belfast BT7 INN
Scotland: D r . D . P r i n g l e , ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ H ^ H ^ ^ M ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H
England: Mr. A.D.Saunders, I
Membership Secretary: Mr.D.Sweetman, Office of Public Works, 51 St. Stephen's
Green, Dublin 2.

CONFERENCES
EIGHTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 1994
THE CASTLES OF NORTHUMBERLAND
About forty members gathered at Ford castle, Northumberland, from 7th to 10th
April 1994, to enjoy a programme skilfully organised by Pamela Marshall. But before
gathering at Ford, the group assembled at the County Hotel, Newcastle upon Tyne,
for a briefing and refreshments, thence to the castle from which the city derives its
name, where an illuminating talk was given by John Nolan of the city's Archaeological Unit It wasparticularly helpful to have the changesin topography explained and
the keep itself was a far more rewarding structure than its first-time visitors had
anticipated.
Ford Castle, only a few miles from Berwick-on-Tweed, is a fourteenth century
castle, on the site of an earlier manor house, with 16th-17th century alterations and
finally a major 19th century rebuilding. Now a Northumberland County Council
conference centre, it provided a most fitting venue for the Group's meeting. Here, in
the evenings, the annual general meeting was held (see minutes elsewhere in this
Newsletter) and the Group heard three excellent lectures. Dr. Chris Young, Regional
Director of English Heritage in north east England, spoke on the castles in his care.
Peter Ryder spoke on thebastles, peles and tower houses which he had studied in his
survey of those structures for Northumberland County Council. Humphrey Welfare,
from the Royal Commission on Historic Monuments (England) spoke on the wider
theme of the region's castles, drawing particular attention to those sites and landscape contexts which are less obvious to the visitor.
The daily coach trips took in a feast of sites whose number, character and
distribution reminded us so forcefully of our border context. The first morning was

taken up with a visit to Etal, a fortified tower house of about 1340 enclosed by a
curtain and rather fine gatehouse a generation later. Members then withstood the
freezing blasts at Norham, overlooking the Tweed and built by the bishops of
Durham about 1120 to defend an outlying part of their palatinate. The elements
saved the full vent of their fury for Bamburgh, that afternoon, where members were
more than grateful that the building was restored, even if the taste of the restoration
could be called into question. The tea-room here was a welcome haven from the gale
which prevented all but the har di est members from exploring the magnificent setting
of the site. The day continued with a short visit to Preston tower, built about 1390 and,
although half demolished in the early 17th century, still well worth seeing. Finally
the group spent some time mentally reconstructing the ruined 16th century pele
house at Hepburn.
On Saturday a light dusting of snow added to the beautifully remote setting of
Edlingham which began life as a moated hall house in the mid-13th century, was
fortified by a palisade and gatehouse about 1300 and, with the addition of stone
curtains and a fine solar tower about 1360, was soonbeing referred to as a castle. Then
on to a very different site at Alnwick, where the mo tte and bailey form is encapsulated
in the heavily restored stone-work and Victorian interiors of the seat of the Dukes of
Northumberland. After lunch (mercifully indoors) the party visited Warkworth,
where the 12th century motte and bailey defends the neck, of a loop in the river
Coquet with the village snuggly set within. The day ended with keener members
making the coastal walk from Craster to Dustanburgh, where the magnificent setting
of the Thomas of Lancaster's early 14th century castle more than repaid the effort of
battling against the blasts coming in from the North Sea.
Just to confound members who hail from more temperate regions, Sunday dawned
sunny and mild. It was difficult to mo ve them on from the neglected 12th century site
at Mitford, with its natural motte, ruined shell keep and curtain, and the remains of
an early 13th century great tower. At Belsay shirt sleeves appeared on the roof of the
tower house, built about 1370, and members had some time to explore the early 19th
century classical mansion and its romantically landscaped grounds. At Aydon
members were again able to trace the development of a late 13th century hall house
into a fully fortified castle. The conference ended fittingly at the remarkably
photogenic caput of the barony of Prudhoe, where the castle developed from a postConquest timber and earthworkinto a double ward stone fortification. Mostinterest
centred on the late 11 th century gatehouse, heightened to house a chapel during the
13 th century, and on the form of the great tower.
The conference was a great success for all sorts of reasons, underlying which were
Pamela Marshall's organization, the co-operation of the staff at Ford Castle and an
obliging coach driver. But the event would not have been possible without the
support of castellologists resident in the region, and we are indebted particularly to
Chris Young and David Sherlock not only for their on-site talks but also for making
the English Heritage sites freely accessible. Others also acted as site-guides, notably
Pamela Marshall herself, Andrew Saunders and Malcolm Hislop. The weather was

not quite the customary C.S.G. consistent sunshine,butprovided contrasting days of
sun, warmth, cold and wet - all in all a representative sample of the region's climate!
CRUSADER CASTLES IN THE KINGDOM OF JERUSALEM

by David Johnson
As members of the Castle Studies Group began to assemble at lunch time at
Heathrow Airport under cloudy and changeable London skies the conversation
turned towards the prospects before us of this, our first foreign venture. We need not
have harboured any doubts as to the outcome. An uneventful flight saw us arriving
in darkness at Tel Aviv and coaching to Jerusalem, where immediately opposite the
impressive floodlit walls of the Old City our hotel, the Pilgrim's Palace, was located.
Next morning, the 13th September, because of Jewish holidays (we seemed to run
into an awful lot of these) the original plan to begin at the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre had to be abandoned. Instead we began at the adjacent Damascus Gate,
easily the finest of the many gates, where stonework dating from the second Wall of
Herod Agrippa (AD 41) and Hadrian (AD 135) through Crusader to Ottoman could
be identified. On the exterior, on the west side, were the remains of a Crusader chapel
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, while on the east side were the remains of a medieval
barbican tower. Next we proceeded to the Temple Mount via the narrow Street of the
Valley (al Wad) where on the way could be observed several Ottoman drinking
fountains incorporating re-located Crusader archivolts. Passing the Herodian
Wailing Wall (part of the west wall of the Temple platform) on our left we arrived on
the Temple platform through the Maghibri gate. In front and to the right is the Al
Aqsa Mosque which we visited, entering through a fine Crusader door decorated
with chevron ornament. Then we went to the undercroft of the Temple platform,
known as Solomon's Stables, where thegreat Herodian supporting arches were used
as stables for the Templars'horses during Crusader times. Next we visited the Dome
of the Rock, thelocation of the original Temple of Solomon and its two replacements,
the last Herodian. The present mosque, the earliest surviving Muslim building in
existence, wasbuil t in AD 692 and during the Crusader period was used as a church.
The exposed rock of the top of Mount Moriah can be seen in the centre and the
Crusaders placed an altar upon it, and used the cave underneath as a confessional.
The wrought-iron screen placed by the Crusaders round the rock itself is now in the
Islamic Museum, which we saw on the way out. We then walked across theOld City,
via the Wide Wall from the time of the First Temple and a Crusader market street, to
the Citadel. This enormous 2,000-year-old fortress caused the members faces to light
u p indeed and a highly enjoyable hour was spent clambering around battlements and
exhibition rooms with cameras on the go. Rebuilt and altered many times, the castle
is basically an irregular oblong in plan with five square projecting towers, tha t to the
north-east being the strongest. Originally Herodian and known as the Tower of
David, in the middle ages it gave its name to the whole Citadel. In 1118 the citadel
became the seat of the Crusader kings, who until then had used the al Aqsa mosque.
Crusader work can be seen in arches in the base of the north-west wall. Reluctantly

leaving this stronghold for lunch we made our way back to the hotel along the alure
of the town wall of Sulayman the Magnificent (built 1537-41) from the Jaffa Gate as
far as the Damascus Gate.
In the afternoon we visited the Rockefeller Museum which in recent years has been
involved in the Dead Sea Scrolls controversy. Although we saw no scrolls we did see
a number of interesting Crusader items, especially carvings removed from castles
and churches. We then walked down the Kidron Valley to the tomb of the Virgin
Mary (she died at Ephesus according to the Turks) where the wide arched entrance
is Crusader work. The tomb itself is in a dungeon-like crypt which is all that remains
of a fourth century Byzantine Church, the oldestmost complete religious buildingin
Jerusalem. We then saw the Garden of Gethsemane and the modern Church of AH
Nations which is on the foundations of the Crusader church of the Agony of the
Saviour. Views of the Mount of Olives and the Golden Gate were photographed.
In the evening, at the kind invitation of the Director, Richard Harper, we attended
an excellent party in the British School of Archaeology, where the festivities tended
to be dominated by a rather imperious one-eyed cat.
The next day dawned bright, very warm and sunny, as was the day before and
indeed the whole tour, for which the weather was unseasonably warm, reaching 39°C
(102°F); this meant that scrambling up steep slopes to look at ruins became quite
exhausting. This tour examined Frankish settlement west of Jerusalem and the first
stop was Belmont Castle (Suba), a Byzantine site where the 12th C. Hospitaller castle
was superimposed. A nine-sided curtain wall encircled the whole hilltop and a
single gate led into the outer ward, which seemed to have a vaulted structure
following the line of the outer walls. Enclosed within this was a strong rectangular
building on its own rock scarp surrounding an inner ward. Although excavated
recently by Richard Harper and Denys Pringle, it was beginning to be overgrown
again and parts of the structure were fragmentary, but the site with its unusual plan
was found to be most interesting. Next we visited Abu, Ghosh a Hospitaller roadstation of c. 1140. Now within and adjoining a Benedictine monastery the Crusader
Church is an impressive structure, rather reminiscent of St Anne's in Jerusalem. Ithas
the normal 12th century form of nave, aisles and triple apse,but the transverse arches
of its groin vaults are supported on bent angle consoles. In the crypt is a spring dating
from neolithic times and beside the door is a Crusader sarcophagus. Emmaus was
located in this vicinity and there are four claimants, thisbeing the one fa vouredin the
twelfth century. The next site caused more controversy than any in the tour: located
in the National Park of 'Ein Hemed' and near to a group of springs that the Crusaders
called Aqua Bella, the Hospitallers built a fortified infirmary. Or was it originally a
manor that was later turned into an infirmary? Certainly themain blockhasabarrelvaultedundercroftwithafinegroin-vaultedhallabove. Atoneendisasmallchapel,
but is it original? Anyway this manor house, or whatever, is set in really beautiful
surroundings and the Crusaders named it well. This can hardly be said for the next
castle, the Templar foundation of Latrun, which is on a windswept tell commanding
the routes between Jerusalem and the coast. The plan is again unusual, being a

rectangular enclosure with talus, containing a great tower surrounded by other
vaulted buildings. Outside are remains of an irregular wall with rectangular towers.
The whole sounds impressive but the castle is buried in its own rubble and there is
little to see except the remains of the great tower and, best of all, one of the outside
towers, where the vaultedbasementwasintact. Modernjordanian military trenches
running all over the site testify to its continuing importance as a commanding
location u p to 1967. If this site was bad the next, the Templar Castle Arnold (Yalu)
was worse. A heap of rubble on a spur in Canada Park turned out on closer inspection
to have one piece of outer wall with a square projecting tower visible but little else.
Holes in the rubble presumably led to vaults and with the eye of faith a gatehouse
could be possibly be made out. Re-built in 1132-33 to protect pilgrims approa ching
Jerusalem, it was taken by Saladin in 1187, as was Latrun. At 'Amwas (an Arab
corruption of the word Emmaus, of which this was the Byzantine contender) we saw
the remains of a Hospitaller church erected within the nave of an earlier three-apsed
Byzantine basilica, whilst at al Qubaiba, yet another Emmaus claimant since the 13th
century, we found a 20th-century Franciscan church built on Crusader walls and
foundations. What is interesting here is that behind the church excavations have
recovered the remains of a Frankish "New Town", of which a street with the
foundations of houses and workshops can be examined. The last site of the day was
Nabi Sam wil, a Prem onstratensian church abandoned after the defeat at Ha ttin, with
a 19th century mosque built on theremains. This is the shrine of Samuel and was also
known to the Crusaders as Mountjoy. Extensive recent excavations surround the
mosque. Richard Coeur-de-Lion saw Jerusalem from here but knew he could not
capture the Holy City.
We stayed again in Jerusalem on the 15th September and headed for the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre, noting on the way a fineCrusader facade and archivolt decorated
with the seasons of the year and signs of the zodiac incorporated into the modern
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer. The south front of the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre incorporates the twin en trance doors (the right hand onehasbeenblocked
since the 16th century) and is all Crusader work but with some reuse of earlier Roman
and Byzantine material. The doors and windows have voussoirs formed of godrons
(narrow, bevelled stones), a decoration hardly used in western Europe. The interior
of the Church is somewhat overwhelming, with so many things to see and so many
other people trying to see them also, but its complexity can be understood when it is
realized that it encompasses all that remains of the rock of Calvary and the site of
Christ's tomb. Rebuilt by the Crusaders, distinctive work can be seen in the choir
transepts and ambula tory, and a fine twelfth-century mosaic of the Ascension set in
the roof of the chapel over the Golgotha. Pilgrim crosses are cut into the wall on the
way down to the crypt of St. Helena. Leaving, we followed the Via Dolorosa until we
arrived at the Pools of Bethesda. These are now empty. The site has been excavated,
revealing a Crusader chapel built on the remains of an earlier basilica. On the right
as you approach the Pool is the Church of St Anne (1140),thefinestandmostcomplete
example in the Holy Land of a large Crusader church. Fortress-like from outside, it
must have been buUtby the masons of the Holy Sepulchre, for on a lesser scale many

features are echoed, including godroned voussoirs on an upper window. Inside the
impression of strength remains, the interior being entirely stone vaulted. Leaving,
we had a quick look at the adjacent Lion Gate and walls before partaking of an
excellent lunch at the Sisters of Si on Convent. There we discovered that the beer we
were paying eight shekels for at our hotel could be acquired for three, resulting in an
almost complete boycott of our hotel bar for the rest of our stay. After lunch we
wandered through the Jewish Quarter where we saw the remains of the church and
hospital of St Mary of the Germans, as well as doorways and carvings of Crusader
origin until we came to the Armenian Cathedral of St James. Built from 1142 -1165,
some of the details, such as the godrons of the south doorway, are influenced by
Crusading examples. The interior of the cathedral is now richly decorated and the
interesting use of wall tiles and painted stonework gave a rich effect. Even the
godrons were painted black and yellow alternately. There was much to see here
including a library, museum and various exhibitions. We then set of f for the Cenacle,
the only surviving fragment of the Crusader Church of Mount Sion, but we found it
closed for restoration. On the way we passed through the Ottoman Zion Gate which
was badly damaged by bullet marks in 1947 and 1967. The arched recesses on the
exterior marking the loopholes were godroned, suggesting Crusader influence. We
then made our way back to our hotel past the Citadel and via the Jaffa and Damascus
Gates.
The Ascalon Campaign and theThird Crusade was the theme of our next day's trip,
but thestartwasinauspicioussincethefirstsitevisi ted, Ramla Crusader church (now
a mosque) was closed, although we were expected. Externally there was a fine marble
Crusader doorway. The next stop was interesting, the church of St George at Lydda.
Only the central and northern apses and parts of the southern aisle arches survive (it
was destroyed by Saladin), incorporated in a church built in 1874 by the Orthodox
Greeks. The workmanship is excellent and the crusading church, as befitted the
shrine of St George, must ha vebeen a notable building. On the way we had a photostop at Yindas bridge, built by Sultan Baibars in the 1260s out of material taken from
the church, before arriving at the tell af Yibna (Ibelin) which was the site of a castle
in 1141. The vegetation on the tell had recently been burnt, and charcoal streaks
began appearing on everyone's clothes. The tell commands and extensive view over
the plain, and from this vantage point Dr. Martin Hoch explained to us theCrusaders'
strategy for containing and finally taking Ascalon. The only visible fragment of
building was a small 14th century minaret added to the Crusader church, which
originally had godron voussoirs over the door. Apparently therest of the church was
a casualty of the 1947-48 war. Of the "fortress of very strong masonry with deep
foundations and four towers" men tionedby William of Tyre nothing definite canbe
made out. After this disappointment the C.S.G. brightened up considerably at the
next si te,Minat al-Qal a (Ashdod Yam) an early Muslim fortbuiltby the shore. Here
was a large stone castle, oblong, with round towers at the corners and round, twintowered entrances at the centre of each of the long sides. Some of the facing stones
were robbed, but a start has recently been made to rectify this on one of the corner
towers. The fort was surrounded by a wide ditch and there were intriguingbuttresses

between the towers - did they carry machicolations? Also there seemed to be a bridge
platform between the gate towers. The date given (late 10th Century) seems (by
western standards) very early for such design sophistication. After this, lunch and
a swim were promised at Ascalon, but the swim proved negative as the beach
currents were dangerous. The city itself, one of the oldest and most important in
Palestine, was taken by the Crusaders in 1153. In re-building the walls, they used
Roman columns as bond stones, which at the sea gate protrude like cannons where
the facing has eroded. A trek round the Crusader walls of some 2km was embarked
on by a brave few, who examined over twelve towers. Crushed sea shells were
prominent in the mortar. The castle, built by Richard of Cornwall (124041) is
separated by a fosse at the north end, but no masonry is visible. The whole site is now
a public park. Excavations near the castle are revealing a masonry talus of considerable extent, but of the area within the walls nothing much is visible at present.
Continuing, we saw Tell as-Safi, the site of Crusader Blanchegarde, in the distance as
we hastened to our last site of the day, the Hospitaller castle of Bait Jibrin, built in
1136. This we saw in twilight, a large square castle built on Roman remains, which
included an amphitheatre, and which is currently being excavated.
On the 17thSeptember, early in themorning, we set out to explore the Sharon Plain,
and arrived at the Crusader town and castle of Arsuf. Completely overgrown and
uncared for, we found the area of the town partly built over by an Israeli military
establishment, and in our progress along the cliff edge (the site isby the sea) huge and
very nasty dogs kept howling and growling at us from behind the barbed wire. The
castle mound is separated from the town by a wide and deep fosse, and a few of us
pushed through the thickets to reach the castle, from which we could look down from
the fragmentary walls to the harbour beneath, clearly visible through the water and
mainly submerged. Sultan Baybars finally took the settlement in 1265, as he did
Caesarea. Our next port of call was Caesarea, and it could not have been more
different. Similar in general layout to Ascalon and Arsuf, it no w is a bustling holiday
centre and National Park between Tel Aviv and Haifa. Built by Herod the Great, the
emphasis is on the Roman remains, though the Crusaders certainly left their mark.
Capturing the dry in 1101, they rebuilt a strong moated wall with three gates round
the landward sites, and a great tower on the rocky cape that projected into the sea. We
sawmitiallytheRoman theatre converted latterly into a Byzantinefortwithrounded
towers, and then entered the Crusader city through the main east gate, with its angled
entrance,from the north gate (more impressive,but notrestored). We walked along
the imposing walls with their talus and square towers before heading through the
excavations to the castle for lunch via a triple-apsed cathedral of St. Peter. We found
the modern restaurant perched incongruously on the shattered ruins of the donjon
-but at least the food was good. Passing the great aqueduct on our way out, we found
the next site presented another contrast, not so pleasant. Qaqun castle belonged to
the Lord of Caesarea in Mamluk times and controlled the road between Damascus
and Cairo on the eastern side of the plain of Sharon. As far as can be made out, the
castle consists of a square donjon surrounded by a later fortified enclosure. Roman
columnsarebonded through the donjon's walls; butitis completely overgrown, and
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defended by the largestpriddy -pear cactus ever seen by C.S.G. Attempts to penetrate
this were not entirely successful and C.S.G. withdrew, licking it wounds. The next
castle, the Red Tower (Burj al-Ahmar) presented no such difficulties; sitting serenely
by the side of a small pond, one wall of a square tower remains, with abarrel-vaulted
basement and groin-vaulted hall over. Once again, as at Belmont, Denys Pringle had
excavated here, and it was pleasant to hear a first-hand account of his findings. Built
early in the twelfth century by a vassal of the lord of Caesarea, this castle and lands
had passed by 1158 to the Benedictines, who after 1187 leased it to the Hospitallers.
It fell to Beibars in 1265. Going on to our next castle, Ras al-' Ain (Antipatris) we licked
our lips in anticipation as a large rectangular castle with polygonal corner towers
loomed ahead. Seconds later we were grinding our teeth in helpless frustration as a
cheery voice announced that we had no time left but we would have a good look at
the last site, Mirabel Castle (Majdal Yaba). No such luck - as to avoid straying into
the West Bank, the coach driver took us instead on a tour of suburban Israel during
the rush hour. As we drew up at the considerable remains of Mirabel the moon was
high and the castle was in gloom. Those with flash cameras managed to get some
record of the donjon and courtyard as we felt our way from vault to vault (the castle
seemed to be very extensive and dangerous) led by a few feeble torches that happened
to be available.
The following day, Sunday, was a day at leisure, but all the party except one opted
for the excursion to Masada and Qumran. Masada, the scene of perhaps the greatest
siege in history, fully lived up to expectations. Seized by the Zealots from a Roman
garrison early in the Jewish rebellion of AD 66-70, it was finally captured in AD 74,
the defenders, numbering 1,000 men women and children, committing suicide rather
thanbe captured. The Romans surrounded the high cliff-girt plateau with a wall and
siege camps before building a huge ramp and an iron-plated siege-tower, which
finally broke through the casemated outer wall. We, on the other hand, went up by
cable-car, and walked through the various buildings, baths, storehouses, council
chamber, as well as vast water cisterns, and Herod's even vaster palaces. The
northern palace, on its three terraces, was very spectacular. At lunchtime we tried a
swim in the Dead Sea which I found to be a novelty, but getting upright again without
splashing water into your eyes (it stings) was not easy. Qumran, an Essene settlement
around the time of Christ, is where some of the Dead Sea Scrolls are thought to have
been written. It was interesting to see that a square defensive tower was part of the
complex. The entrance to cave 4, where fragments of up to 800 different scrolls were
retrieved, was pointed out to us. That evening, the last in Jerusalem, some of us
ventured to the prestigious King David Hotel. We had previously discovered the
Jewish carousing quarter and wanted a change. The hotel was interesting
architecturally and our beer was six shekels - still cheaper than the Pilgrim's Palace.
Leaving Jerusalem on the 19th September our first stop after driving through
Bethany was Maldoim Castle (Qal'at ad-Damm, or the Castle of Blood) situated on
the road between Jerusalem and Jericho and on a rock above the Inn of the Good
Samaritan. This was a square fortification with a deep ditch built by the Templars

to observe and guard the pilgrim route. It had vaulted cellars and a central tower. A
little later on we stopped for a photo-call at the Monastery of St. George of Choziba,
clinging to the cliff on the side of the Wadi Qilt. The Umayyad Caliph Hisham's
palace (Khirbet el-Mafjar) of the Omayyad Dynasty next drew our attention. A short
time after completion it was destroyed by an earthquake in AD 747, but the royal
buildings, a mosque, a square with a water fountain and a bath-house with an
exquisite mosaicfloor can be seen. It was only lightly defended, with quadruple fish
tail merlons on the wall tops. A short stop occurred at Baisan Castle (Bet She'an), a
Crusader castle consisting of the lower part of a large square tower which is being
excavated, revealing a ditch and possible outworks; the ditch appears to have been
crossed in the north by a timber bridge supported on a stone column. Bet She'an
National Park was our next site, and it is one of the most important archaeological
sites in Israel. A huge Roman-Byzantine city isbeing excavated, with an amphitheatre, theatre, streets, public buildings and temples. An enormous tell contains the
remains of twenty different civilisations, and the top, to which some of us ventured,
has remains of the walls and gate of a Byzantine fort. After lunch our coach climbed
u p into the mountains to visit Belvoir Castle, an important site on the spur of a hill
overlooking the Jordan Valley as it opens from the sea of Galilee. It was built by the
Hospitallers between 1168 and 1187. To the east was the cliff, and on the other three
sides of itsrectangle deep ditches were cut. The entrance was on the cliff side and the
passage doubles back, eventually entering at an angle. The castle is concentric, both
outer and inner defences being protected by square corner towers, the outer defences
having an extra tower in the middle of each side (except for the east) and the inner
having a gate-tower in the centre of the west side. There is a small inner ward and
a barbican. The castle was excavated in the 1960s and although it exists to less than
half its original height it impressed the CSG with its design features and high quality
of workmanship. It was besieged by Saladin's amirs with no success in 1187, but in
1189 Saladin managed to break through into the outer ward. Thereafter it was in
Muslim handsuntil 1219 when it wasabandoned. After this highlight we visited the
Horns of Hattin, a double peaked hill where, owing to bad generalship, Saladin
defeated the Crusaders in 1187.
Leavingjerusalem on the 19th September our first stop after driving through Bethany
was Maldoim Castle (Qal'at ad-Damm, or the Castle of Blood) situated on the road
between Jerusalem and Jericho and on a rock above the Inn of the Good Samaritan.
This wasa square fortification with a deep ditch builtby the Templars to observe and
guard the pilgrim route. It had vaulted cellars and a central tower. A little later on
we stopped for a photo-call at the Monastery of St. George of Choziba, clinging to the
cliff on the side of the Wadi Qilt. The Umayyad Caliph Hisham's
That evening we checked in at the Church of Scotland Centre at Tiberias, a
marvellous hospice known locally as "Ha Scottie". Originally a hospital, the guest
house, or houses, are luxurious and solidly built, and the beer does not cost eight
shekels a bottle.
Next morning, we visited Hunin to see the ruins of Chateauneuf, which has a groin10

You'd think the hotel could
qw/e us a late pass kcyl

vaulted Ottoman gatehouse in the centre of one side of a rectangular enceinte
surroundedby a rock cut ditch. A shallow square tower projects from one side. It was
destroyed in 1167 and rebuilt irt 1178, being finally lost to Saladin five months after
Hattin. Banyas, in a park, was our next stop, a much overgrown and neglected
medieval city on the route from Damascus to the coast. In 1140 it was granted to
Renier Brus, a relative of Robert the Bruce, and in 1157 King Baldwin III repaired the
ci ty and castle. We walkedround the outsideof the walls which in theirpresent state
are mostly Mamluk, noting many towers, all ruinous and heavily overgrown with
Roman columns used asbond stones. The castle, Qal'at Subaiba, or Nimrod's Castle,
we saw after lunch. The sight surprised most of us - an absolutely enormous castle
sprawling over two high rocky spurs above Banyas and the source of the Jordan. In
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plan like a figure of eightbut not so constricted, themore vulnerable of the long sides
to the south is protected by ten towers, while the west front has four. The massive
donjon or great tower is to the east, and had corner buttresses, but is very badly
ruined. To the north the steep slope affords adequate protection. Although at one
time thought tobe Crusader in origin, the historical evidence and an invaluable series
of inscriptions in its walls show that it was built by the Ayyubid ruler of Damascus
against the Franks in 1228, then further strengthened by the Mamluk Sultan Baybars
in the 1260s. The CSG spent most of the afternoon photographing and discussing
aspects of this castle and departed feeling content. After coaching along the Golan
Heights we stopped at the small castle of le Chastelez, under excavation. This was
begun, finished, taken and destroyed in 1178-9 and is a simple castle of enclosure,
built enclosing a tell. The excavations have revealed some of the gates and embrasures, and the rusticated ashlar blocks of the outer wall.
Safad was our objective next morning, an important Templar castle of which little
remains but earthworks. Baldwin I was there in 1102, but in 1218 it was demolished,
being rebuilt by the Templars in 1240-60. It eventually fell to Baibars. It is situated
in a small park and the earthworks consist of a double oval ditch with the ruins of a
tower in the inner ward at one end. There are fragmentary remains of wall towers,
very overgrown, and in rebuilding the central tower Baybars built a spiral ramp to
enable camels to ascend to upper levels. The castle was ref ortified in the 18th century
but severely damaged by an earthquake in 1837. Next we visited our first Teutonic
Order castle, Montfort, situated on a promontory in a ravine. The Teutonic Knights
acquired the lands in 1220 and, ignoring the original castle, built their own. It is a
typical Teutonic castle; at the upper end of the spur, behind a wide fosse, the massive
foundations of a Bergfried (tall tower), remain while the Ritterhous and Palas (living
quarters) extend down the promontory. The castle is badly ruined, but it seemed a
spectacular sight to us as we viewed it from the other side of the ravine. About half
of us made the descent and climb, examined the ruins, and made the descent and
climb back again, swearing that it was worth the effort. At the bottom of the ravine
was a guest house, with ribbed and groined vaulting, converted from a mill - an
unexpected bonus, which on the way back was found to be literally surrounded by
goats. Baybars attacked in 1266 butwas repulsed; however, in 1271 hissiege engines
undermined the castle so much that the Knights withdrew to Acre. Still exhausted
by the morning's efforts CSG was glad to find that the first site after lunch was
relatively flat. Khirbat Manawat had few remains. It was originally a Crusader
settlement which produced sugar from sugar cane and seemed only lightly fortified,
with many industrial remains, including a mill, and troughs and presses cut in the
bedrock, besides other domestic buildings. The next big castle of the day was the
Crusader castle of Jiddin. This was also builtby the Teutonic Knights probably in the
1220s or 1230s, and was slighted by Baybars in 1268-71. A damaged donjon and
residential block, enclosed by a high wall of enceinte containing Chemins de ronde
remain. The existing complex was reconstructed in the 18th century by a local Sheik
and further reconstruction has been carried out since 1948 by the National Parks
Authority. At the time of our visit the Tourist Board was holding a Renaissance
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festival, and the buildings were draped with flags and bunting and sideshows were
in every corner. An enormous red dragon was also snaking about, and chased us off
to our last site, Mi'iliya (Castrum Regis), which in the fading light we viewed from
a garage. This castle, first mentioned in 1160, is a perfect example of a 12th century
four-towered castl e, though one tower has been demolished and the rest submerged
beneath the modern houses of Christian Arab villagers.
Early next morning, which was our last day, some of us rose and went round
Tiberias, photographing the 18th century citadel, city walls and towers, including
some projecting into the sea of Galilee. After breakfast, when the tour proper got
under way, we headed for Acre. Although famed in Crusader history, there is very
little above ground remaining from the period - though a great deal below. We saw
the old harbour front, with vaults and pieces of walls and towers, and the KhanUmdan with its clocktower, but the vaults of the Hospitallers under the main public
buildings were closed, owing to yet another holiday, and we also failed to see the
vaults under St John's Church. We did see the exterior of St George's Church, with
St George and the dragon carved on a panel over the door, and the extensive Turkish
walls dating from the 18th and end of 19 th centuries. Of the smaller structures, groinvaulted passages and carvings we saw bits and pieces, under later additions. The
atmosphere was busy but dilapidated, and there seemed to be wires everywhere.
Acre was taken by Baldwin the First in 1104, and was one of the last of the Crusader
strongholds to fall, in 1291. After 'unch, we visited Ein Afek Nature Reserve, and
examined a large Crusader horizontal water-mill which performed most of the flour
grinding for Acre. The mill continued to function until 1925 and is now an interpretative centre. It was fortified; a box machicolation defended the door and arrowloops
with fish-tail terminals remain; the interior of the tower is groin vaulted. From the
bus, we were able to photograph Shaf a'Amr, an eighteenth century castle built round
the remains of a Templar castle. At Saffuriya, our next halt, an extensive Roman city
isbeing excavated, revealingmosaicfloors, a theatre, etc. Crusader remains in eluded
the church of Sts. Anne and Joachim and a great tower, at present under repair. This
has a vaulted basement, and the embrasures consist of an array of three loops issuing
from a single casemate. The use of Roman sarcophagi for quoins caused great
interest, as did Roman columns used as bond stones and godron voussoirs over the
(reconstructed Turkish) door. We then stopped to photograph Mount Tabor before
continuing (after a vote) to Nazareth, which was unexpectedly interesting. There
were Crusader arches in the Basilica of the Annunication and the museum had some
glorious Crusader carvings, in immaculate condition. There was som e hilarity when
one of our party (wearing shorts buthavingrented trousers to enter the Basilica) had
to take said trousers off in the street.
That night we had a farewell dinner by the Sea of Galilee where it was agreed that
the trip had been a resounding success and when was the next one, please? Our
thanks go to Albina Tours (East Jerusalem) and McCabe Travel (London), under
whose auspices we went, but especially to Denys Pringle, who did most of the
commentaries and chose the sites. His long legs left some of us behind occasionally
but his enthusiasm and unflappability held us all together. Many thanks Denys. •
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NINTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 1995: THE CASTLES OF
NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK
For our next armual meeting, we are indebted to David Sherlock, Inspector of Ancient
Monuments with English Heritage's northern region. Though based at Newcastleupon-Tyne (and thus one of our site guides on the Northumberland conference in
1994), he has strong East Anglian connections from his previous post and has kindly
arranged the following programme.
A booking slip is enclosed with this Newsletter (to be returned not later than 31 st
January 1995 to Mr. D. Sherlock, English Heritage,^
• ) and since it is never economical to operate more than one coach a
maximum of fifty bookings will be taken.
The price of £130 is all-inclusive of accommodation (University of East Anglia,
single en-suite rooms), breakfasts, packed lunches, self-service dinners, daily coach
transport and site entry fees. This is more expensive than previous conferences but
simply reflects current economic reality. Last meal provided will be Saturday's
packed lunch. There will also be some refreshment stops on the itineraries, as well
as on-site talks by appropriate specialists. A fuller programme and other materials
will be provided atregistration, and a map for the Wednesday evening venue will be
sent out with receipts for registration fees.
In order to secure a fully residential conference at the University of East Anglia we
have had to enter into a major financial commitment, with a non-returnable deposit
of several hundreds pounds (consuming a large proportion of C.S.G. bank account)
and an in-built surcharge if we fail to produce 30 residential bookings. At the 1994
A.G.M. there was a strong view in favour of a residential conference, so please
support the 1995 event and send your booking, and money, within the deadline.
Pleasenotethat we willbeableto accept non-residential bookings (and thereby take
up coach places) only when the crucial level of 30 residential bookings has been
reached.
Draft Programme
WEDNESDAY 19 APRIL:
6-00pm - 7-00pm registration at UEA
7-00pm - dinner
8-OOpm - lecture - "The castles and fortifications of Norfolk and Suffolk"
(Matthew Strickland - provisional title)
9-15pm - Castle Studies Group A.G.M.
THURSDAY 20 APRIL:
breakfast
8-30am - coach trip to Bungay, Orford, Framlingham, Eye
7-00pm - dinner
8-00pm - lecture - 'Romance, politics and Orf ord Castle' (Sandy Heslop)
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FRIDAY21APRIL:
breakfast
8-30am - coach trip to Norwich castle, Cow Tower(Norwich), New Buckenham,
Thetford,Weeting
7-(X)pm - dinner
8-00pm - lecture - 'Excavations at Castle Acre castle' (Jonathan Coad)
SATURDAY 22nd APRIL:
breakfast
8-30am - coach trip to Mileham, Castle Acre, Castle Rising (and King's Lynn,
south gate, time permitting)
Drop-off points: King's Lynn (approx. 4-30pm) and Norwich (approx. 6-O0pm)
- as usual, the end of day arrangements can be tailored, within reasonable limits,
to cater for train departures.

CASTLE STUDIES GROUP
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at Ford Castle, 8th April 1994
1. Apologies were received from: A.Burt, J.Counihan, J.Kenyon, J.Scott and new
members were welcomed.
2. Minutesofthe last A.GM.,held in Chester, were agreed. There wasone correction
to page 2 of the Newsletter no. 7: the name of Andrew Saunders, representing
England on the steering committee, had been accidentally omitted.
3. Matters arising from the minutes.
The Secretary had lodged an application for the Group to join the C.B.A. This
would come before their Council in July, but until then, the Group had been able
to avail itself of the C.B.A. insurance, covering public liability and private
accident for the duration of the conference each year. The fee, covering membership and insurance, would be in the order of £100 per annum.
The Secretary wished to place on record his thanks to David Sweetman for the
work he had done in computerising the membership records, and bringing them
into line with those of the Treasurer of the Group. Thisnot only made the running
of the Group more efficient, it had also relieved the Secretary of a real burden of
work. John Cole had agreed to take over the design and production of the
publicity leaflet for the Group, agreed at Chester. The Secretary would contact
him about this.
4. Future meetings.
Denys Pringle had arranged a tour of the castles of Israel for September 1994, in
a programme which had just been circulated to members. The cost would be just
under £1000 and members expressed their thanks to him. A minimum of sixteen
were needed to make the trip viable.
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As usual, various venues were suggested for the 1995 A.G.M. The front runners
were Aberdeenshire, East Anglia, Kent/Sussex and Hampshire. A straw poll
revealed no particular preference among these, and the task of settling on one was
left to the Secretary: as usual, the question would hinge on finding a local
representative to organise the meeting.
Wales, it was suggested, shouldbe deferredbecauseChateauGaillardwas due to
meet there, which would overload Cadw, and the Chester conference had already
visited some north Welsh sites. Preference was expressed for a residential
conference.
A trip to Normandy also remained a possibility, perhaps to be arranged, by Mike
Hughes, as a supplementary trip, like the Israel one, in 1995.
5. Finances and accounts
The Secretary reported on Tony Burf s behalf. The annual accounts had been
circulated and were approved. The surplus apparent in them was inflated by
the conference receipts, but there would be a healthy balance of about £1000 in
hand. The Treasurer therefore saw no reason to change the level of the subscription at the moment.
There were about 200 paid-up members of the Group. The Treasurer thanked
those who had moved their Bankers' Orders to Chester, and gave warning that he
intended to be more ruthless on pruning those in arrears from the mailing list. It
was agreed to send out a selective recruiting shot of the Group's publicity leaflet
to likely sources of newmembers.Themeeting expressed the members'gratitude
to the Treasurer for his work on their behalf, and to Gordon Fordyce for acting as
Auditor.
6. Any other business
The Secretary announced that he had sent an account of the Group to Cherry
Lavell, who was compiling a handbook of archaeological resources in the British
Isles. The Secretary appealed for items for the Newsletter. John Kenyon's latest
C.B.A. Bibliography on castles was imminent. He also reminded the meeting that
the 10th birthday of the Group wasnotfar off and that thepost of Secretary might
become vacant at some time such as that. He felt it would not be in the Group's
long-term interests to allow present arrangements to become too fixed. The
suggestion of a change, however, was greeted with no enthusiasm. Lawrence
Butler reported that he had made a tour of the Japanese castles and had raised the
Group's banner there. Tom McNeill reported that he had done the same at the
Castelli Maris Baltici conference held in Sweden in September; it was agreed to
keep in touch with this conference, which meets every other year. Items on these
useful contacts would appear in the next Newsletter. John Cole reported that his
Herrisson project, to reconstruct a motte and bailey, looked as though it wouldbe
carried out; he would be canvassing members for advice in the near future.
Finally, the meeting thanked Pamela Marshall for all the work she had put into
making the Northumberland conference such a successful one.
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FINANCES
Members' attention is drawn to the Interim Accounts which this year show subscription income of £290.00, an increase of £68 over the same period in 1993. Those
members who replaced their obsolete NATWEST Standing Order mandates, by
those with the Royal Bank, are to be congratulated!

A point to bear in mind when examining the 12 month accounts to March 1994, and
the following 6 month Interim Accounts, is the distorting influence that both the
Chester and Northumberland Conferences have on the stated excess of receipts over
payments, and vice versa. Hence the presentation of separate Conference accounts.
Since the publication of the last Newsletter, 23 new members have joined the
Group. This isoffsetby thefact thatapproximately 30members will be dropped from
the mailing list, as regrettably their subscriptions are two or more years in arrears.
Reminders are being sent out with this Newsletter to a further 25, who failed to renew
their 'sub' in April 1994.
To those who have renewed, thank you once again for your continued cooperation.
A.Burt, Treasurer, 4th November 1994.

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS A/C YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 1994

Payments
Conference 1993
Conference 1994
Accomm. deposit
Coach hire deposit

Receipts
£657.78
50.00
27.00
77.00

Newsletter No.7
Wordprocessing
Production

65.00
138.75

Membership Records
Postage & Stationery
Excess of receipts over payments

Subscriptions
to30Sept.93 222.00
Oct/March 94 155.00
1993 Conference
1994 Conference
Donations
Bank Interest

377.00
43.13
3712.00
37.00
24.96

203.75
45.00
141.15
3069.41
4194.09

4194.09
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STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT @ 31 MARCH 1994
Balance b/f 1.4.93
Add Excess of Receipts
over payments

£1744.72
3069.41

Made up of:
Deposit A / C
Current A / C

4767.80
46.33

4814.13

4814.13

INTERIM RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS A/C 1ST APRIL - 30th SEPTEMBER 1994
Payments

Receipts

Conference
CB.A.
Insurance
Affiliation Fee

£3755.12

Subscriptions
Bank Interest1

82.00
31.00

£290.00
£14.44
£4.69
£19.13

113.00
Newsletter, xerox, postage
& stationery
£65.93
£6.77
72.70

Excess of payments
over receipts

£3631.69

£3940.82
1

£3940.82

Bank interest September 1994 £4.57 credited to ajc 3.10.94
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT AT 30TH SEPTEMBER 1994

Balance b/f wd 1.4.94
less Excess of payments
over receipts

£4814.13

Made up of:
Deposit a/c
Current a/c

£1,174.26
6.18

£3631.69
£1,182.44

£1,182.44
NORTHUMBERLAND CONFERENCE ACCOUNT -1994

Payments
Accommodation - Ford Castle'
2878.69
540.00
Coach Hire 2
Alnwick Castle
133.00
76.00
Bamburgh Castle
Thistle Hotel - Newcastle
50.00
19.00
Preston Tower
Newcastle Keep
7.40
Postage, photocopies & telephones 42.03
Guest Speaker
36.00

Conference Fees
less refund

Excess of payments
over receipts

Notes to accounts. ' includes deposit £50.00. includes deposit £27.00
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50.00

3662.00

£3782.12
2

3712.00

£120.12

£3782.12

CASTLE STUDIES : RECENT PUBLICATIONS - 8
by John R. Kenyon
Introduction
The year since the publication of the last Newsletter has not been as prolific as the
previous year in terms of the amount of material that has been added to my files for
the next volume of the bibliography, with only about 220 references covering
medieval and post-medieval fortifications. Regarding "CBA 4", discussions are
underway at present as to whether the Council of British Archaeology will publish
the fourth, and cumulative, volume; if the CBA does then it may well not be in book
format. I am keen that there should be a hard-copy version, andevenbeforelbrought
up "CBA 4" with the Publications Committee of the CBA another publisher was
expressing interest in the project. Anyway, it is early days yet, but the views of users
would be welcome.
I want to thank those members of the CSG who have kept me informed of
publications that they have written or come across during the year, and especially
those who actually suppliedme with copies of their works, such as John Dunbar, Bob
Higham, Pamela Marshall and Marion Meek. In several cases I would not have
otherwise been aware of the publications concerned. I would be grateful if members
would continue this service, and if someone cannot give me a copy, then I would
welcome details of cost and how the item may be obtained.

General Monographs
Not only are there fewer publications from late 1993 onwards to consider, but the
only really major items of note do not cover castles in Britain and Ireland. The books
concerned are volum e two of Mesqui's great work on castles in France and Kennedy's
book on Crusader castles, both of which have only just come my way, and of which
I will say more at the end of this survey when I consider publications other than those
on British and Irish sites. In 1993 Cassell published a volume titledTfe English Castle,
written by Francois Matarasso .Itdoesnotadd anything new in particular, and it has
a major drawback in that it contains no photographs, other than on the front of the
dustjacket. The illustrations are either line drawings of the sites as they now are or
plans based on those in such publications as English Heritage and National Trust
guidebooks. The plans are redrawn, lack the phasing and the crispness of the
originals. Thebooklargely concentrates on those castlesin England itself as opposed
to castles built by the English; therefore, only a handful of castles in Wales are
mentioned. The final pages of the volume include a county guide to castles that can
be visited, a glossary, and a list of guides to individual castlesin State care and private
ownership. This list, however, is not totally up-to-date; for example, no mention is
made of Berk Morley's guide to Peveril Castle (1990).
Readers of the journalfortress will recall the two-part article by Joachim Zeune on
Scottish tower-houses, the author having made a detailed study of later Scottish
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castles in the 1980s, the results mainly being published in Germany. His study on the
last Scottish castles, originally a doctoral thesis, has now been published (1992) as a
monograph in English, and is an A4 paperback containing over 360 pages. It is
profusely illustrated, and is animportant addition to the literature on Scottish castles
and tower-houses.
This decade sees the 350th anniversary of the English Civil War. Besides numerous
events being held to mark those troubled times, the publisher Alan Sutton has been
producing a number of good books on the conflict. Roy Porter's Destruction in the
English Civil Wars is an excellent contribution to the study of this period in our
history, and although castles form only one aspect of its coverage, I recommend it
wholeheartedly.

Education
Various titles have appeared from English Heritage aimed at teachers, as has one
from Cadw: Welsh Historic Monuments. Those involved in explaining castles to
children will find Copeland's guide in the "Education on Site" series a great help, and
although a third smaller in length, Cadw's educational guide to the castles of Wales
is also a useful contribution. English Heritage has also published a poster pack as an
introduction to looking at castles. The only site-specific teachers' handbooks on
medieval castles are Clutterbuck's St Briavels Castle and Spicer's Peveril Castle, but I
have included references to the handbooks on three Henrician forts, written by
Cooper and Whea tley. Apart from St Briavels, all these have a better look to them as
they have coloured illustrations on the covers. English Heritage has also been
producing a number of videos on castles in general or on particular sites, and Cadw
have just released one on castles, with a slightly more political stance in terms of the
Welsh versus the English in the medieval period!

County/Regional Surveys
Mike Salter has continued to produce regional guides to castles in the series under
the imprint of Folly Publications. The two that appeared in November 1993 and June
1994 were South-west Scotland and The Heartland of Scotland, each covering about 250
sites in six counties. I have just received publicity for the latest Scottish volume,
Castles of Lothian and the Borders, but comment on this will have to wait until the next
issue of the Newsletter. Salter is also the author of a booklet titled Midland Castles,
published by Quercus; although I have notchecked, I would imagine thatseveral of
the sites in this book have been covered by the author in his Folly series. Dumfries and
Galloway Libraries produced in 1993 a guide to the f or tified buildings in tha t region
(Roberts), withillustrations culled mainly from Macgibbon and Ross'sThecastellated
and domestic architecture of Scotland. Richard Fawcetthas written aguide to the castles
of Fife, produced as part of the Fife Charter for the Environment Action Programme
by Fife Regional Council. Anyone with an interest in the castles of Scotland should
acquire a copy of the booklet; it is well illustrated, although the heavy black border
to several of the illustrations detract from the overall design.
Other regional volumes include the archaeological survey of south-east Perth by
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the RCAHMS, and the first volumes of the inventories of Co. Cork (Power) and Co.
Galway (Gosling) appeared in 1992 and 1993 respectively. The second Cork volume
has been published, but the NMW's copy has still to arrive, so it will be included in
'Recent Publications - 9'. North Leinster, in which lie the counties of Longford, Louth,
Meath and Westmeath, is the latest in the series 'The Buildings of Ireland'. It is only
the second volume to be devoted to an area of Ireland, and is in the improved format
of the "Pevsners", and contains much information on the strongholds of that area.

Guidebooks
The State agencies have continued to publish guidebooks to the monuments in
their care, again notably for sites in England and Scotland. Two 1994 English Heritage
colour handbooks are Renn's Old Sarum and the guide to Belsay (hall, garden and
castle) by Hewlings and Anderton, the former containing an number of reconstruction drawings. A handbook in this series which I omitted last year, because I could
not persuade the publications sales division of English Heritage that it was indeed
published and to send me a copy, is the guide to Tynemouth Priory and Castle by
Andrew Saunders. This publication includes a description of the 20th-century
coastal battery. English Heritage is also producing 'brief guides' to some sites, two
being Dover and Tintagel (both anonymous). The two Cadw castle guides for 1994
were the revised edition of Raglan (Kenyon) and Richard Avenf sDolvn/ddelan Castle,
Dolbadarn Castle. The main change to Raglan,besides some additional reconstruction drawings of the great tower, concerns the form of the original William Herbert
bridge that linked the keep to the Fountain Court; this is no longer regarded as a twostorey structure. The two guides follow the current house-style for the series, but
forthcoming is Avent and Renn's joint guide to Ewloe and Flint, and this will be in
a larger format, as will those thatf ollowit, including Robinson's Tretower Court and
Castle.
The majority of the new guidebooks (or re-issues) have come from Historic
Scotland, in the same format asbef ore, with a colour cover but with black-and-white
illustrations inside. The castles covered are Blackness (Maclvor), Castle Campbell
(Cruden), Dumbarton (Maclvor), Edzell (Simpson), Lochleven (Tabraham) and
Tolquhon (Tabraham). The drawings and reconstructions still do not come out well,
as I have commented in the past, and even some of the photographs are somewhat
flat, but no doubt the inclusion of colour plans etc. would have major cost implications. However, in the larger format colour souvenir guides Historic Scotland have
an excellent series. A new edition has appeared on Edinburgh, this time written by
Chris Tabraham, whilst two of the finest castles in Scotland, Caerlaverock and
Tantallon, are now covered by this series, the former by Doreen Grove, the latter by
Tabraham and Grove. An illustration in the Tantallon guide (p.22) shows a replica
of an early 16th-century gun being fired from one of the embrasures; it would be
interestingto know whether thefiringwasmonitoredasfarasthe effect of thesmoke
was concerned in order to gain an insight into the effectiveness of these gunports. The
fourth castle title in this series isby Geoff Stell,and is titledDunstaf/fM^e and the castles
of Argyll. This examines five castles, namely Sween, Skipness, Kilchurn and
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Carnasserie, together with Dunstaffnage, of course. Noel Fojut and others have
produced a guide to the ancient monuments of the Western Isles which covers
Kisimul, amongst other castles.
Marion Meek kindly sent me a copy of her guide to Dunluce Castle, Co. Antrim,
produced by the Environment Service for Northern Ireland, a welcome publication
to this spectacular site. In its format it is similar to the Historic Scotland souvenir
series, with colour illustrations used throughout, but not the plan, however.
Other guidebooks and leaflets include Bob Higham's field guide to Bampton, in a
series being produced by the Devon Archaeological Society, a new publication on
Ludlow by D.Lloyd, J.Champness' brief history on Lancaster, a short history and
guide to Arundel by J.M.Robinson, J.G.Dunbar's leaflet on the fortified house of
Tulliallan in Fife, and N.Murphy's brief description of Nenagh, Co. Tipperary.
General Articles
In 1990 a colloquium was held at the Society of Antiquaries of London on the subject
of manorial domestic buildings, those in England and northern France being chosen
for the key theme. The proceedings were published earlier this year (the volume is
dated 1993, however), and the articles will interest any student of the architecture of
the period. Two of the papers are relevant to castle studies in Britain, namely John
Blair's on the hall and chamber 1000-1250 and Philip Dixon's on the manor-houses
of the Anglo-Scottish border.
As part of the 150th anniversary of the Royal Archaeological Institute, a volume
was published titled Building on the past which reviews the key achievements in
British archaeology since the RAI was founded. The contribution written by Jonathan
Coad examines the post-war research on medieval andpost-medievalfortifications,
as well as examining future trends. In his introduction Coad calculates that from 1946
to 1990 439 castles have undergone some form of excavation, and that a substantial
percentage (the figure is not given) has never been accorded a proper excavation
report - a depressing situatign.
One of the most interesting periods of English medieval history to my mind is the
reign of King Stephen, and a collection of essays has recently been produced on 'The
Anarchy'. An important contribution is by Charles Coulson who examines the castles
of the period, one of which is that at Exeter mentioned in the next paragraph.
In a welcome paper by Philip Dixon and Beryl Lott the argument is put forward that
the later Middle Ages wasnot a period of decline as far as castles and castle-building
are concerned, but one of development. One has only to realize the number of great
towers that were constructed in this period, whether they were great donjons or
handsome solar towers, to understand this viewpoint. It must be added, however,
that 'decline' in the eyes of many castle students means that fewer new castles were
constructed, and those that were did not match the sheer military strength of the
buildings of the late 13th and early 14th century.
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England
A further note on the wall paintings discovered at Chester has been written by Park
and Babington, this time in Cheshire Past (a previous account was by Babington and
Park). Danes Castle in Exeter, described in our last Newsletter, is the subject of an
'update' by Chris Henderson,but as it appeared at about the same time as the CSG's
Newsletter, there is little additional information in the note. An archaeological survey
of Durham (Lowther etc.) has snippets of information on the castle and also the city
defences. In 1985 and 1986 a watching brief and excavations were undertaken at
Castle Acre, and in Leah's feportit is considered that the ditch system about the castle
wasnotlinked to thenearby river Naar as suggested in the original excavationreport.
The great tower at Norham has been examined in detail by Philip Dixon and
Pamela Marshall, and it has been shown that its history is more complicated than
originally thought. Itbegan asa two-storeyedbuildingin the early 12th century, akin
perhaps to thegreathall atChepstow castle builtin the 1070s. A further suite of rooms
was added against the hall later in the century, including a chamber in a tower, but
it was notuntil the 15th century did the Norham 'keep' take on its present rectangular
form. Dixon, Marshall and others have also been involved with the study and
excavation of the remains of Newark Castle, and a report has appeared on the 199293 excavations which includes an analysis of the standing remains.
The Herefordshire Archaeological News, the publication of the Woolhope Q u b
Archaeological Research Section, is a publication that has only recently come my
way. It contains a number of notes and longer pieces on castles in Wales and the
Marches, many being accounts of field trips. Some of these I have extracted for "CB A
4", and are included here (I have not as yet extracted material from the latest issue,
No. 62, due to pressure of other matters). An example of the work doneby this section
is Paul Remfry's account of five castles in the lordship of Clun. Remfry has also been
producing a series of spiral-bound illustrated reports on various castles under the
imprint SCS Publishing; I got to hear of the Clun report from the little newsletter on
castles titled Postern. The castles considered to date are Clun, Hopton and Radnor,
and they are strong on historical facts in particular. I, amongst others, became
concerned over the architectural description in the Hopton report, although the
author was unaware of Peter Curnow's thorough analysis of this structure (a case of
not using my "CB A 3"!), and it is to Paul Remfry's credit tha t after the initial Hopton
report came out in March 1994 a corrected version was produced in the summer. The
publications are not cheap for what they are, but then the author uses the money he
makes from the current reports to finance the next, and I look forward to the issue on
Clifford Castle; his initiative is to be commended. Remaining with Shropshire,
readers of previous issues of 'Recent Publications' will have been made aware of
Frederick Suppe's work on castle guard and the castles of Clun and Oswestry. Now
the work of this American historian is more readily available in a monograph on
military insti tutions in the Welsh Marches, taking Shropshire as his case study in the
period 1066 to 1300. A final Shropshire item is Hall's long article on Stokesay in
Country Life
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M.J.B.Hislop has examined the plan of the 14th-century keep on the motte at
Stafford, with comparison being made with the towers at Maxstoke Castle. I have
>nly recently come across a 1991 publication on Bungay which is basically a reprint
>f the articles by Hugh Braun on the excavations undertaken at that site, first
mblished in the issues of theProceedings of the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology for 1934
ind 1935. Further light on the landscape around Bodiam Castle has been published
>y CWhittick, and also in Sussex, a note based on a report by M.Fulford sheds light
m the evidence for an early motte at Pevensey; we await a more detailed account of
he excavations with interest. The latest issue otChdteau Gaillard includes an account
>y Lawrence Butler of the honour of Richmond and its castles in Yorkshire.
Wales
Jeremy Knight and Richard Avent have examined, respectively, Welsh fortificaions of the first millennium AD and the castles of the Welsh princes in the recent issue
jf CMteau Gaillard. The writings of Professor Ralph Griffiths have been gathered
ogether in an excellent volume published by Alan Sutton, and two of these rela te to
:astles, namely Aberystwyth and Dinefwr. There is a further report on the work at
Dryslwyn by Chris Caple, and Avent has produced a brief account of the work at
augharne from 1989 to 1993; this site should be opened to the public by Cadw in
1995, and Avent will be preparing a guidebook to the castle. Jack Spurgeon has
produced a note on the revised interpretation of St Donat's Castle in the light of the
work undertaken by the RCAHM(W) for the second Glamorgan castles volume, and
in the summaries of work undertaken in Britain in 1992 that appears in Medieval
Archaeology (Nenk et al.) there is a report on the excavations on the motte of Hen
Domen.
Part one (if one excludes the pottery report published earlier) of the excavation
report by Jeremy Knight on Montgomery has appeared in Archaeologia Cambrensis,
and a further report on the non-ceramic finds, including the large quantity of armour
used in the Civil War, is to follow soon. The first part (over 80 pages) covers the
documentary evidence, the upstanding features of the castle and the excavated
structures. In theseriesproducedbyRemfry,mentioned above, thehistory of Radnor
Castle is examined up to 1282, and the same author, with R.Kay, has looked at Castell
Tynboeth.
Scotland
G.Haggarty and SJennings have reported on the imported pottery from Fast
Castle, a site which was excavated from 1971 to 1986 by the Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society, the ceramics coming from such countries as France and Italy, as well
as the Iberian Peninsula. The publishers B.T.Batsford have linked u p with Historic
Scotland to produce a series of monographs on the major Scottish archaeological and
architectural monuments, and oneof thefirst to appear was lainMaclvor'sEdinburgh
Castle. Gordon Ewart has summarized his recent work on Dundonald for Chateau
Gflf/fori,andinthesamevolumeH.GordonSladehasproducedanaccountofGlamis
Castle. Denholm has written u p the work on the tower and barmkin of Levan Castle
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which was carried out in 1966 and 1970-72. Excavations have revealed some of the
domestic buildings associated with the 15th-century tower of Balvaird Castle, as well
as earlier structures (Lewis).
Ireland
Short articles have appeared on tower-houses inArchaeologylrelandby C.Donnelly
(on Co. Limerick) and Con Manning (an inscription at Coole, Co. Offaly), whilst Terry
Barry has examined the archaeology of the tower-house in late medieval Ireland.
Tom McNeill has examined the outer gate of Dunamase Castle, considering that it did
not reflect 'the latest design for castle gates,but the device of inexperienced masons.'
MacDonnell has published a 17th-century inventory from Dunluce Castle.

Town Defences
I have not in the past given many details of work on town defences, but it seems
reasonable to include key items, especially as members may not come across some
of the publications unless they consult British Archaeological Bibliography which
appears twice a year. Bacchus has reported on the excavations of the south-east
bastion at Rochester, whilst the town wall excavations at Newcastle in 1987-89 have
been published (Nolan). The long-awaited report on the excavations at Rhuddlan has
appeared as a CBA research report (Quinnell and Blockley) and it includes aspects
of the town defences. The fortified gate on the Monnow Bridge at Monmouth is the
subj ect of a book (Rowlands); it includes a detailed history and description and is well
illustrated. Staying in the county of Gwent, the latest volume on the excavations at
Usk covers the medieval and post-medieval discoveries (Courtney), including a
small amount of work on the defences. In Ireland, evidence for the town walls at Athy
and Clonmel is examined by S.Taaff and R.M.Cleary respectively.
Continental Publications, etc.
I believe that it is important that members shouldbe informed of some of the major
publications published on castles in Europe and elsewhere, particularly since the
demise of Fortress in which Andrew Saunders provided details of recent material. I
will endeavour over the next year to note some of the main periodical articles also.
Of course the latest volume of Chateau Gaillard contains a number of papers on
European castle studies. Annual summaries of excavations and surveys form an
invaluable part of our Medieval Archaeology, but readers should be aware of two
publications which provide a similar servicef or Frax\ce,namelyArcheologieMedievale
andGallia Informations; the former is an annual publication, whilst the latter appears
twice a year, covering a different area in France in each issue.
The castle book of the year, dated 1993 but I believe only available in early 1994, is
the second volume of Jean Mesqui's Chateau et encentes de la France medievale.
Expensive (about £85.00), it looks at the domestic buildings in castles as well as
particular elements of buildings. The various chapters cover such aspects as halls,
kitchens, stairs, hygiene, windows, decoration, and the last chapter which examines
in some detail arrowslits, gunloops and machicolations, is particularly useful. I
25

cannot recommend this and the first volume highly enough, and an author and
publisher who could produce an equivalent survey for British medieval military
architecture would be doing castle studies a great service.
On a much less grand scale, and appearing a few years ago (1991), as an excellent
short guide to the key components of the castle, I recommend Andre Chatelain's
Chateau forts which is currently in its fourth edition (about £11.00). Both this title and
Mesqui's two volumes are obtainable from Librairie Archeologique, B.P. 10, F-34530
Montagnac, France (the invoices from this excellent archaeological book agency can
be paid in sterling to a London bank).
Two books which are obtainable from Oxbow Books, Park End Place, Oxford, are
Fortifications, partes de villes ... dans le monde Mediterraneen, edited by Jacques Heers
and the first volume otCastella Maris Baltici, editedby Knut Drake. The latter contains
numerous papers in English, and there are English summaries to those articles in
German.
Finally, there is Hugh Kennedy1 sCrusader castles, yet another castles volume from
Cambridge University Press (and at least one more to come, on castles in Wales by
Ifor Rowlands). This has only just been published and so I have not yet had an
opportunity to readit,butit looks as ithasallthemakingsof an excellent contribution
to the subject.
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INFORMATION ON MEMBERS' ACTIVITIES
Arnold, C.J. Gregynog, University of Wales, Newtown, Powys, SY16 3PW
Masonry recording at Chirk Castle, Clwyd, at Caergwle Castle, Clwyd and
excavation at Symon's Castle, Powis.
Browne, David M. Royal Commission on the Ancient & Historical Monuments of
Wales, Crown Building, Plas Crug, Aberystwyth, Dyfed SY23 1NJ.
Completion for publication of "Aberystwyth Castle: excavations 1975-77.
Preparation for publication of "Aberystwyth Castle: excavations 1984-86.
Account of Cefnllys castle, Radnorshire with new survey for N.M.R.
Dunbar John G . |
Completed report on Tulliullan Castle, Fife, for Sir Harold Mitchell Foundation
and published guide-leaflet on same. Currently preparing report on Whytbank
Tower, Selkirkshire, for Sir Harold Mitchell Foundation and castle entries for
Borders volume of Buildings of Scotland series.
Nigel, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ • ^ ^ ^ ^ • ^ ^ • ^ • ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H
Ismakinga study of theuse and effectiveness of medieval fortifications during the
Civil War, 1642-49.
Hamlin, Ann, Environment Service, 5-33 Hill Street, Belfast BT1 2LA.
Reports the completion of Phase 3 of the Carrickfergus Castle presentation project
during 1993, for formal opening in 1994. A new visi tor/shop building occupies
the 'footprint' of an earlier military block in the outer ward. Excavation in
connection with the renewal of the steps to the keep revealed the remains of an
original grand stone stair.
Higham, Robert, University of Exeter, Dept. of History & Archaeology continues
(with P.A.Barker) post-excavation work on Hen Domen, Montgomery and its
preparation for publication.
Hirons, Max, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H is reconstructing in scale model
form medieval buildings, including castles as they may have appeared in the late
middle ages. At present researching Nunney Castle, Somerset, with a view to
reconstructing the appearance of the Great Tower as it may have appeared in
approximately 1400 AD.

Hislop Malcolm J. B . , ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H . Continues his
research into fourteenth century castles, and is currently preparing material for
publication about the castles of Dunstanburgh, Northumberland, Lumley,
Co.Durham and Castle Bolton, Yorkshire.
Marshall Pamela,H
H,has completed
another season of excavation at Newark Castle, where a post-Conquest earthwork
has been confirmed and further investigation of the late Saxon site was carried
out. Further survey work on the standing fabric is in hand. She is also working
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on a reappraisal of Nottingham castle for the city's forthcoming Centenary
History and continues her research on great towers.
RedmayneM.P.H.,H
His employed currently by
Lancaster University Archaeological Unit and is involved in survey, recording
and analysis of several castles - Pendragon- Bolton (Wensleydale) Piel Castle,
Brougham Castle, Lancaster Castle over the last 4 years, mostly at Bolton in
response to major repair works.
Remfry Paul M., H
flis
researching
on Welsh and Marcher castles c. 1050 - c. 1300 for publication in a series of
booklets. Also compiling video survey of all such sites.
Samuel Mark,!
• Ph.D. thesis: 'The tower houses
of south west Cork' (Dept. of Medieval Archaeology, Institute of Archaeology,
University College, London. Within the Survey Region substantial remains of 26
tower houses survive. The area is geographically isolated allowing the
development of a local tradition of tower house building to be traced. Historical
accounts are very scanty and the author has instead used changes in layout and
building technology to reconstruct a relative chronology. The arrangement of
internal chambers is studied to trace social change over the 150 year period tower
houses were built in the region. The sodal significance and exact purpose of the
tower housesis conjectured asis their origin. The Ph.D. will be completedin 1995.
Walker R.F., ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ l ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H i s
chapter on the Earls of Pembroke 1138-1389 for Vol. 2 of Pembrokeshire County
History. Also preparing for P.R.O. part of text of Wardrobe and Household Records
1282-84.
Yeoman Peter, Department of Economic Development & Planning, Fife Regional
Council, is currently writing a book for Historic Scotland/Batsford on "The
Archaeology of Medieval Scotland" which will contain a synthesis of the results
of 20 years of recent castle excavations. To be published in 1995.
NEWS ITEMS
Council for British Archaeology
Members will recall that last year CSG was in the process of affiliating to the C. B. A.
Our application was formally submitted in March 1994 and we were generously
granted insurance cover w.e.f. April 1st so that our conference in Northumberland
was covered. Affiliated membership was confirmed at CBA's Council Meeting on
9th July (where CSG secretary was present wearing another hat). The affiliation fee
is £31 per annum and the insurance scheme costs us £82 per annum. This is money
well spent: we can add our voice to that of British archaeology generally, send
representatives to the general meetings of Council, and receive the quarterly British
Archaeological News and the Annual Report. For the sake of convenience, your
secretary and treasurer are the two 'named' members with whom CB A will commu33

nicate. Anyone else who wishes to read the BAN publications should write to the
secretary and they will be sent on, as available.

Society for Medieval Archaeology
As usual, a summary of CSG activities (conference, newsletter) was submitted to
the Society for publication in its journal alongside that of other specialist groups.
Leaflet
At the Northumberland 1994 AGM it was decided that design of a CSG leaflet
would be pursued through CSG member Mr. John Cole. At the time of writing, the
secretary has not found time to pursue this, for which apologies are offered.
Obituary
Members will no doubt be aware of the death of His Honour John Clifford Perks
in April 1994. Clifford Perks was among the original members of CSGatits formation
during the conference held at Gregynog in 1987. He was for many years a circuit
judge and prominent figure in the legal world. But in his youth he had developed an
interest in military architecture which he pursued throughout his life. He became a
Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries and wrote a castles book whose (unpublished)
manuscript was deposited in the Society's library. He did much fieldwork with
David King, and was author of the first edition of the official guidebook to Chepstow
castle (1955).
Chateau Gaillaid 1994
Tom McNeill reports:
The 17th Cha teau Gaillard Conference took place from 28 August to 3 September
this year, in Abergavenny. The theme of the week was the role of castles in frontiers,
and as isusual, the conference may be considered under the three headings of papers,
excursions and hospitality. There were papers dealing with castles in most of the
regions of Europe north of the Alps. If there was a common theme to emerge about
the castles, it was not that they were the primary factor in the formation of frontiers.
Rather, they would appear to be central to the formation of lordships which then
defined their borders around the limits of their power; only later might castles be
sited to defend these frontiers. The papers were confined to the mornings, a nice
touch to vary the diet with trips in the afternoons. To be based in Abergavenny meant
being close to some of the finest castles of the British Isles (and therefore, of course,
of Europe!). Caerphilly (complete with a demonstration of the firing of trebuchet and
perrier) Goodrich, Chepstow, Ludlow and Raglan were some of the big names, nicely
balanced by smaller castles, such as Tretower or Stokesay: St.Briavels and Caldicot
are less often visited, while Usk is not normally open to the public. It was a matter
of some note and comment that the weather was always fine in Wales, but it rained
when we went to England. The sites were punctuated by numerous stops where
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delegates were forced, in the interests of the expanding trouser industry, to accept a
whole variety of hospitality from official bodies and local societies.
Peter Curnow put together a conference which was a credit to his organisation: in
this he was ably assisted by Richard Avent and John Kenyon. Between them they
scored a major success.
Other conferences attended by C.S.G. members since December 1993
1. Bob Higham lectured on 'The Normans and their conquests: castle origins in the
British Isles' at a conference entitled "The impact of the Normans" organised by
Oxford University's Department for Continuing Education.
2. Roberta Gilchrist lectured on 'The Empress's new clothes? Battling male bias in
the medieval castle' at a conference held at Exeter University entitled "Gender and
material culture: from prehistory to the present".
Castella Maris Baltici 2 - 3-9 September 1993
In 1991, scholars interested in castles around the Baltic Sea held a conference in
Finland. This was so successful that it was decided to hold a second one, on this
occasion in the town of Nykoping, south of Stockholm in Sweden. Again, this was
most successful, attractingparticipants from the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Russia and Sweden. As well as Tor
Morisse from the Castle Studies Group, T.E. McNeill attended too and has submitted
this bri ef report. As one might expect, there was a mixture of papers and excursions
to castles in Sweden: Nykoping itself is the site of a fine royal castle.
To the Westerner (west of the Rhine, not the Irish Sea), the castles of the Baltic
display a number of differences from our own. Most obvious are the castles of the
Teutonic or Livonian Orders, who developed castles strictly arranged around a
rectangular courtyard, suitable for their monastic garrisons. The study of all the
castles is very strongly based on excavation and archaeology; historical documentationismuch more confined to political events, not to the sort of administrative details
available for the castles of England. The line between castles, forts (especially of the
Slavs and town fortifications) is much less easy to draw, especially as the castles,
other than those of the Orders, tend to belong to the tradition of Germany. This means
that they often lack the sort of elaborate provision for households that the AngloFrench tradition displays from the later 12th century on.
What was very obvious about the whole week was the amount of enthusiasm and
expertise in the area for the study of castles. Along with the massive changes caused
by the collapse of the Soviet communist system in the area are many opportunities
for this study to teach us much about the varieties of castle building across Europe.
The Proceedings of the first conference have been published: those of the second are
in the course of preparation. The conference will meet again in 1995 in Poland.
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\ l b a n i a n Correspondence
Mrs. JoanCounihan writes: "I am in correspondence with a youngarchaeologistin
Jhkoder, Albania, who would dearly love to correspond with fellow-archaeologists
n Great Britain. He teaches medieval history and archaeology at the University
here, and is currently excavating near its fortress. He knows no English and we
rorrespond in French. If you know of anyone who would like to contact him could
^ou ask them to write to me? ( |
|)"<
Documentary research on Irish castles
In 1990-91 the Leverhulme Trust financed Dr. Charles Moreton as a Research
Fellow at Queen's University, Belfast to work through the Irish records held in the
Public Record Office in London, extracting all the entries he could find on castles in
[reland. In 1994 the National Heritage Fund of Ireland financed a second Research
Fellow, Dr. Declan Murtagh to do the same for the 19th century manuscripts
summaries of the Irish Memoranda Rolls, held in the National Archives in Dublin.
He started work in October 1994, with funding for a year.
The entries are being transcribed on to computer disk, so that they can be re-sorted
into the categories of individual castles, individual people and prices. The original
idea was to use this material in the book I am writing on Castles in Ireland, to be
finished in 1995. Two things have come in the way of this. Firstly, the funding has
been hard and slow to get, so that the documentary research has fallen behind the
work on the book. The second reason is more compelling. The great bulk of the
material relates to the 14th century, when very little work was being carried out by
the royal works in Ireland. Combined with the inevitable fact that much of it relates
to sites where there are few surviving physical remains, this means that the impact
of the documentary information is less than it might have been. What it bears on
mostly is the history of the administrative structure of the royal works: the men
involved, their pay and careers.
As a result, the two sources are rather detached from each other. The documentary
story will be best published by itself. Colvin, Taylor and Brown did not include
Ireland in The History of the King's Worksr although they did include other countries
outside England. Hopefully, we will be able to help to make up for this in a separate
publication. It will not be the same, because the material is different, but it may fill
up the gap.

Eye Castle
John Newman, of Suffolk County Council, sends news of the opening times of Eye
Castle: from a week before Easter to 30th September, 9.00am to 7.00pm. The site is
now owned by mid-Suffolk District Council.
Herefordshire Archaeological N e w s
Peter Haliwell is editor of this annual publication, which contains much inf orma36

tion, and new fieldwork, about castles in the county. Members wishing to acquire a
copy should write to him at Burnt House, Castle St., Wigmore, Leominster HR6 9U A.
Dunstanburgh Castle
Malcolm Hislop sends the following summary of an article to be published in 1995:
The visit of the Castle Studies Group to Dunstanburgh Castle in April provided the
impetus for a reinterpretation of the works carried out there between 1380 and 1384
for John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster. Gauntremodelled Dunstanburgh by blocking
the gatehouse of 1313 and converting it into a donjon by constructing a new
ga tehouse in the wes t cur tain, and by creating an inner ward immediately behind the
old gatehouse.
Whilst this is not in dispute, the identification of at least one part of this building
scheme is in error, namely the mantlet built in 1380, which, according to the official
guidebook, formed an outwork to the gatehouse of 1383. The re-identification of the
mantlet with the wall containing the inner ward leads to the suggestion that Gaunt's
reorganization, as represented by the existing remains, was not conceived as such
from the outset, but was rather the result of two phases of construction. The first of
these appears to have comprised the construction or reconstruction of the mantlet to
form a small courtyard to the rear of the great gatehouse. A gateway in the mantlet
allowed access to and from the main ward. This arrangement was in existence by July
1381; it was not until December that Gaunt gave orders for further modifications.
These resulted in the present arrangement. ItissuggestedthatGaunfschangeofplan
is directly related to the experiences of his personal intervention in the north, and
especially his uneasy relationship with Henry Percy, early of Northumberland.
Castle H e d i n g h a m
Tony Baggs writes: "English Heritage is funding some extensive recording at
Castle Hedingham. The main agent is the Cambridge Historic Buildings Group, an
offshoot of the po st-graduate department of architecture. Earthworks survey isbeing
done by Cambridgeshire Archaeological Unit which is the commercial arm of the
department of archaeology. External elevations werepreparedbyphotogrammetry
using a specialist contractor and a set of floor plans and internal elevations at 1:50
have been prepared by hand survey. I am at present assessing and listing the
documentation for the last two hundred years and we are employing a specialist to
go through the medieval documentation. Repairs to the external stonework are just
starting and we will be carrying out additional recording from the scaffolding".
Historical Association
The Historical Association is organizing a Crusaders Tour oflsraelfxom 9-19 April
1995. C.S.G. members who were unable to take part in our own recent visit to the
crusader castles might like to consider this one. But please note that the final day
overlaps with the start of our East Anglian conference. Details from Dr. Susan
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Edgington, Huntingdonshire Regional College, California Road, Huntingdon, Cambs.
PE187BL.
New Books on Crusader Castles and Warfare
b y D e n y s Pringle
The CSG Crusaders returned from Jerusalem just in time for the publication of a
new book by Hugh Kennedy, Crusader Castles (Cambridge University Press, 1994).
This represents a very readable and well-illustrated introduction to the castles of
Syria (including Lebanon), Palestine and Transjordan, taking account of recent
historical and archaeological work. At the same time, Cambridge have issued a
paperback edition of Christopher Marshall's Warfare in the Latin East, 1191-1291 (first
published 1992), which contains important chapters on 'Castles and strongpoints'
(ch.3) and 'Sieges' (ch.6), and a second edition (also in paperback) of the late
R.CSmail'sCrasfldmg Warfare, 1097-1193 (first published in 1956), whose chapter on
'The Crusaders' castles' (ch.7) has long since been a classic. The military history of
the First Crusade, which captured Jerusalem in 1099, is examined anew by John
France in Victory in the East: A Military History of the First Crusade (Cambridge UP
1994). Not tobeoutdoneby this Crusadingf east from Cambridge, Oxford University
Press has published R.Rogers, Latin Siege Warfare in the Twelfth Century (1992), and
plans to publish in 1995 The Oxford Illustrated History of the Crusades, edited by
Jonathan Riley-Smith.
Special publication offer - Crusader archaeology
For a limited period, the monograph by Denys Pringle onThe Red Tower (al-BurjalAhmar); Settlement in the Plain of Sharon at the Time of the Crusaders and Mamluks, A.D.
1099-1516(British School of Archaeology in Jerusalem, monograph Series, 1: London
1986) is being offered at the reduced price of £17.50. Orders and enquiries should be
directed to Dawson UK Ltd., Cannon House, Folkstone, Kent CT19 5EE England (Tel:
0303 850101 /Fax: 0303 850440).
Castles i n Japan: a first impression ....
Lawrence Butler, founder-member of CSG and host to its Leeds conference in 1988,
sends in this year's most substantial news item:DuringSeptember 19931 spent three weeks touring the main island of Honshu and
visiting as many castles as could be fitted within a timetable which also included a
number of modern museums, urban excavations, national research institutes and
some university departments of archaeology. I went as the guest of Professor
Kaname Maekawa of Toyama University. During my visit I lectured on Dolforwyn
in Tokyo and Toyama, and addressed the 'Castle Studies Group' at the National
Museum of Japanese History at Sakura near Tokyo on 'Medieval Castle-Towns'. The
topic of castlc-towns is an important field within Japanese historical research and
provides a strong contrast to British and European examples. The 'Castle Studies
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Group' of Japan sent i ts fraternal greetings to the Castle Studies Group of the British
Isles.
My firstproblemwasmakingmyself familiar with the geographical setting and the
historical framework. Japan consists of four main islands: Honshu is the largest
island and is centrally situated, while Shikoku is the smallest, lying south of Honshu
across the Inland Sea. Hokkaido, the northernmost of the four, was relatively
undeveloped until 1868, but the southerly Kyushu was most accessible to outside
cultural influences. These came from China and Korea in the medieval period and
from Portuguese traders and missionaries in the 16th century. All the islands have
mountainous volcanic interiors and so medieval settlement flourished on the ricegrowing coastal plains, particularly on Honshu.
The early medieval or 'Classical' period from 710 to 1180 is marked by the creation
of regularly planned cities (Nara and Kyoto), extensive palaces and fine temples,
both Buddhist and Shinto. There appear to be no defensive works and there were
intermittent cultural links with China. The later medieval or 'Feudal' period (11801573) wasmarkedby almost continuous warfare asrival clansof warlords or daimyo
sought to extend their territories or tried to gain political power in Kyoto by
manipulating the emperor whose role was largely spiritual. His general, known as
the shogun, held the military power, often on a dynasticbasis. During this period and
particularly after 1333 earthwork castles were frequently built and then expanded. In
1543 the Portuguese brought guns to Kyushu and thereby completely altered the
character of warfare and fortification. The unification of the three settled islands of
Japan under a single political ruler was achieved by 1590; a new political capital was
created at Edo, the future Tokyo, in 1603. Decrees in 1635 forbidding any Japanese
to travel overseas and in 1639 expelling the Portuguese ushered in two centuries of
isolation with Japan virtually closed to outside influences. Castle building fossilised
at its 1640 development.
The second problem was the nature of the earthwork castles: these came in two
distinct categories - the castles of the plains, and the castles of the mountains. The
castles of the plains were little different from moated homesteads. There was a
central platform,measuring60m. -120m. square, withthemainhaIl,thecourt-house,
the ceremonial tea-house, the living quarters and the kitchens; this platform was
defended by an earthwork bank topped by a wooden palisade. There was a simple
entrance with timber gates which might be sheathed in iron as a defence against fire
or battering. The principal defence was by archers positioned on the wall walk.
Outside the main platform there might be one or more additional moated areas
containing stables, store-sheds, rice-barns and houses for clerks and retainers. The
two best examples, both recently excavated and now on display, are Yasuda (on the
coastal plain to the north-west of Honshu) which was destroyed in about 1580 and
Ichidodani which vvas abandoned in 1573; the latter was in a mountain valley with
a private garden on the slopes above the castle and with a burial ground just beyond
the moat. A closely-regulated town lay along the flat valley floor around this castle
and had protective banks or 'town walls' at each end of the settlement.
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In symbiotic relationship to these castles of the plains were the mountain castles of
the same families -intended as a place of retreat in time of war. Mostmountain tops
and ridges were deeply indented with relatively little flat ground. All are now
heavily forested with pines and cypresses. The simpler castles had one inner citadel,
u p to 30m. square, on the mountain summit and each approach ridge was defended
by a series of barrier banks of earth walls and timber fences. Wooden bridges led to
in turned entrances. The defensive ditches were carried across themountain ridge far
enough to induce erosion gullies as an additional defence. The inner citadel had a two
or three-storey wooden tower and each gateway had a fighting platform above it
(based on evidence from 16th century drawings and painted silk screens).
The more complicated castles, usually on less precipitous slopes under 300m, had
a larger inner citadel and a variety of lesser citadels on adjacent hill tops. The valleys
between the various hill tops were deepened with steep sided ditches and the
shallower slopes were formed into numerous outer terraces and courts to protect the
hill-top citadels. The more complex castles could havebetween 30 and40 outer courts
though only 5 or 6 hill-tops would have citadels with living quarters. The purpose
of the courts was to create a maze of defences which attackers would find quite
unpredictable in plan, confusing their route to the next line of defences. Each defence
line would expose the attacker to ranks of archers and sometimes spearmen. The
valley bottom ditches were supplemented by other isolated ditches running down
the slope, intended to hinder lateral movement by the attackers. Sometimes the
ditches outside the various courts were divided into compartments by earth banks
to stop infiltration along the ditch bottoms and to bring the attackers within closer
range of the defending archers. The actual entrances were relatively simple gates
with a fighting platform above. There was none of the complicated sequence of
drawbridge, portcullis, door, murder-hole and lateral arrow-loops found in British
or continental castles.
The castles I visited tended to be the more complex or impressive ones dated by
documentary evidence or by excavated artefacts to the 15th and 16th centuries. The
museum display at Axuti, near Kyoto, was very informative, illustrating different
types of castleplan and construction materials. The castle atTakiyama had evidence
of earthen dams to provide water defences within two deeply incised valleys, and the
excavation at Hachioji showed very extensive halls for receiving tribute form
merchants and villagers. Some castles had shrines or family mausolea still tended.
The detailed field surveys by Mr. Takeo Yamaki made the heavily forested castles
much easier to understand. Air photography would be of little use on them.
The third and most distinctive difference was the late impact of hand-guns and
artillery field-pieces. Not until the arrival of the Portuguese in 1543 and their
interference in the internal warfare of the rival warlords did the patterns of castlebuilding begin to change significantly. There were three stages in the increasingly
frequentuse of stone, both around gateways and alongramparts. The first stage was
the use of large rough boulders at the base of ramparts and at gate passages; in both
cases earth continued to be used for ramparts topped by a wooden palisade and
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timber was till the main element in gate passages with halved tree-trunks set
vertically at the entrance and with double-leaved gates of timber, occasionally
sheathed in iron. The second stage was theaddition of smaller boulders for thenearvertical facing of ramparts while the parapet walls were still of timber revetting a
wall-walk of turf. The third stage substituted stone for the entire facing of the
ramparts and the entrance passages, though the turrets on the wall walks were of
timber with mud-and-stud walling and clay roof tiles. Such tiles had been a
characteristic of Japanese temple and palace architecture since the 6th or 7th centuries
A.D. In one castle (Kanazawa) the tiles were made of lead, so that in an emergency
thereof could be melted down to provide ammunition. These three stages or rapid
development occurred in the second half of the 16th century.
It is possible to analyse the various elements: these are best seen in the castles built
in the period 1590-1640 which marks the high point of castle development. With the
expulsion of the Portuguese and the closing of the harbours (except to the Protestant
Dutch) there was stagnation in design. However, the total control of the Edo shoguns
made war virtually impossible. Castles were built on the highest ground in relatively
low terrain, as at Edo and Osaka, to control local trade at the harbours. They had
simpleboxplan entrances where the attackershad to break the gates, turn right,break
another gate and turn left, and break another gate to reach the next court. The gates
were defendedby turrets,both over the gate and on flanking walls. Outside the gates
were wooden bridges with a causewayed approach over a wide deep moat; the
bridges would either be dismantled at the warning of an attack or might be retracted
within the entrances, rolled back over specially polished stones. The moats were
water filled and intended to keep field artillery and musketeers at a safe distance.
There were often three lines of moats, each protecting a court. The spacious outer and
middle courts would contain storage buildings such as armories and administrative
buildings, usually in single storey timber halls. The inner court would house the
lord's living quarters; sometimes that of his harem as well. The gates were usually
of two-storeys, the corner turrets of two or three storeys, but the inner keep would be
massive and intended to impress. Many keeps were set on a stone base up to 40 or
50 feet high, and above the stone plinth rose a timber-framed tower of four or five
storeys and up to a total of 200 feet in height. Since the plinth often contained two
basement storeys, such keeps could be six or seven storeys in total, intended to be
seen from a distance; their many windows, roofs and gables and their combination
of coloured outer plaster and glazed or gilded tiles would signify the lord's power
and wealth. The keep, turret and defence walls were initially vertical,but during the
17th century the construction of the outer walls became concave to deflect gunfire
and to deter scaling. The plastered earth walls strengthened by a timber framework
were pierced by gun loops and a form of brattice allowed musket fire from above to
protect the gateways.
The planned city of Kyoto was without defensive walls until about 1560 and
without a shogun's castle until 1603. No other cities had a defensive circuit, but most
of Japan's major towns originated at a war-lord's castle in the early 17th century.
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These castles have often been restored as earthquake, fire and the warfare during the
Meiji revolution of 1868 brought about their destruction. Many have been rebuilt (in
wood or f erro-concrete) as a conscious symbol of civic, military, or national pride in
the present century and many keeps contain museums appropriate to the reasons for
the castle's restoration.
Throughout my stay I received overwhelming kindness from all professors and
museum staff. There was an eagerness to show me the medieval and later castles of
their country, and an avid enthusiasm to learn the various ways in which medieval
castles in Britain differed from those in Japan. Comparisons between the conduct of
warfare and sieges in Japan and Britain were keenly discussed, and the protection
and display of ancient monuments was a subject of great interest. It made a valuable
contribution to my own castle studies.
New Members at 31st October 1994
Anderson, Sue, |
Carter, Miss Anne B. |
Coe, B e r y l , |
Crisp, J.B. ^ ^ H H
L.A., |
Gilchrist, Dr. Roberta, Centre of East Anglian Studies, University of East Anglia, Norwich
NR4 7TJ
Norman W. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H
Hirons, Max |
Martin, |
L.C.|
Jowett, Christopher,

|

McAfee, Patrick, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^
Murtagh, Ben c / o Office of Public Works, Kilkenny Castle, Kilkenny, Eire.
Andy, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H
Philip, |
Richard,|
Pinsent, John & M a r g a r e t , !
Quinn-Berger, June, |
P.H. |
Samuel, Mark, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H
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Short, Richard, |
Vivian, Josephine, |
Walker, Dr. R.F. •
Wenczek, Daniel E . |
RESIGNATIONS & OTHERS
Dr. P.S.Barnwell, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B
CHANGES OF ADDRESS
Cadman, Graham, •
Cocroft, Wayne, RCHME, Darwin Building, Keele University Science Park, University of
Keele, Newcastle under Lyme, Staffs ST5 5SP
Cook, Miss L . S . , |
Draper, Nigel, |
Dunn, R.F., • !
Holland, Patrick, |
Hughes, Michael,!
Kerrigan, Paul,

•

Meek, Miss M., The Archaeological Survey, DoE N.Ireland, 5/33 Hill Street, Belfast BTl
2LA
O'Connor, Kieran Dr.,
Roche, John, I
Sherratt, Mr & Mrs. B.,|
Shoesmith, R. I
Stokes, B.M., • • • §
Walmsley, Colin, ^ ^ ^ I ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ B ^ H ^ H ^ H H I
LINE AMENDMENTS TO ALREADY PUBLISHED ADDRESSES
Amend title: Speight, S.J. delete Ms. add: Dr.
Amend postcode: Stevens, SimonJ
D,|
Hislop, Malcolm, I
Klemperer, William, |
National Museum of Wales: insert The Librarian
Osborne, M.B. amend title from Mr. to Dr.
Williams, Dr.John, I
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