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Exeter November 1995 

Dear Member 

This, ninth, issue of our Newsletter will be the last which you receive from me. 
The Castle Studies Group was born in 1986-87 and over a year ago I decided that 
by 1996 this particular task should be in someone else's hands. Happily, at the 
Norwich conference earlier this year, Barbara Harbottle volunteered to take over. 
I am very grateful for this offer and you will find an announcement from her about 
nextyear'sarrangementsin the following pages. Itwill certainly be in the Group's 
interests to have a change and I am sure the Newsletter will go from strength to 
strength in her hands. Compiling the first nine issues has given me much 
satisfaction and I am grateful to the many members who have taken the trouble to 
say how useful the Newsletter can be. To my mind, it has fulfilled some of its 
functions very well. Our basic business - conferences, finances, publications and 
the like - has been efficiently covered. Activities pursued by members have often 
been reported to the benefit of others. But it has been less successful in conveying 
a wider variety of news items. Thosewhichhavebeensentin,orwhichhavebeen 
elidted from friends and colleagues, have certainly been very valuable but they 
have not been too numerous. But may I urge you all, as a parting plea, to send my 
successor as much as you possibly can? We took a decision, at the Group's 
foundation, not to publish research independently of the normal outlets of aca
demic journals etcetera. Butmorenewsofresearchandof othermattersof interest 
could profitably be included in our Newsletters. 

At the 1995 AGM, the possibility of raising the subscription from £2 to £5 was 
raised by some members. The idea behind increasing CSG's resources would be 
to underwrite more meetings and conferences and perhaps support research in a 
modest way. Since no general agreement was possible at the meeting, it was 
decided to seek members' views on the matter. The condition of raising the 
subscription would be that no further increase would be envisaged in the foresee
able future. If you have any views on this, for or against, would you please let me 
know not later than the end of February 1996 so that the Committee has plenty of 
time to consider the matter before the next AGM. 

1996 promises another excellent conference. These meetings seem to be better 
and better every year thanks to the immense efforts of the volunteer convenors, to 
whomwe owe a great deal. 

See you all in Nottingham! 

BobHigham 



STEERING COMMITTEE 

Mr. A.Burt, B 
Secretary. Dr.R.A.Higham, Department of History & Archaeology, University of 

Exeter, Exeter EX4 4QH 
Republic of Ireland: Mr. D.Johnson, | 
Wales: Mr.J.Kenyon, National Museum of Wales, Cathays Park, Cardiff CF1 3NP 
Northern Ireland: Dr.T.McNeill, The Queen's University of Belfast, School of 

Geography, Department of Archaeology, Belfast BT7 INN 
Scotland: D r . D . P r i n g l e , ^ ^ H ^ | ^ H H ^ ^ ^ H ^ ^ H | ^ H ^ H I H ^ H 
England: Mr.A.D.Saunders,| 

Membership Secretary: Mr.D.Sweetman,Office of Public Works,51 St.Stephen's 
Green, Dublin 2 

Newsletter Editorship 

At the 1995 AGM, Barbara Harbottle kindly agreed to take over the editing and 
production of Newsletters as from 1996. All material for the next issue should be 
sent to her (Ms R.B.Harbottle) at ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H 
^ H , not later than mid September 1996. More general enquiries about CSG 
business should still be sent to the Secretary, in Exeter, for the time being. The future 
administration of CSG will be discussed at the 1996 AGM in Nottingham. 

CONFERENCES 
NINTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 1995 

The Castles of Norfolk and Suffolk by David Sherlock 

This conference took place from 19th - 22nd April, based in comfortable accom
modation at the University of East Anglia, Norwich. 51 members attended from all 
over the United Kingdom and Eire. The conference was organised by David 
Sherlock, formerly Inspector of Ancient Monuments for East Anglia, who arranged 
free entry to English Heritage castles. Thanks are also due to the owners of all the 
other castles visited for free access and a warm welcome: in particular, Bungay 
Castle Trust, where the Town Reeve presented our Secretary with a commemorative 
medal, to the staff of Norwich Castle for providing coffee after a strenuous visit 
which included thebasement andintramuralpassages, and the owners of Buckenham 
Castle whom we were delighted to have with us throughout the conference; also, the 
owners of Mileham Castle who provided welcome coffee after our wet visit to this 
field monument, and Kings Lynn Borough's official guide Les Spinks bearing his 
ancient and now revived title 'Guardian of the South Gate and Cleanser of the 
Muckhills'. 

The three days of touring managed comfortably to take in the three main areas of 
castles in the region with a bias towards the earliest ones. On the first day we saw 



Bungay, Orford, Framlingham and Eye Castles, the central characters in the 
"Henry II and Bigod" drama which Allen Brown discussed in the Proceedings of 
the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology for 1952. Bungay has recently been handed 
over by the Duke of Norfolk to a trust which maintains the castle with grant-aid and 
has produced a new guidebook. At Eye castle we saw the recently excavated 
masonry in the grounds of the former primary school, a compartmented curtain 
wall with possible causeway leading up to the motte (now occupied by a 19th 
century folly). We are grateful to Edward Martin and Keith Wade of Suffolk 
County Council's Archaeology Section for guiding us at these monuments. At 
Orford and Framlingham we were guided by Glyn Coppack and Jonathan Coad, 
both of English Heritage, assisted by Tony Baggs at Framlingham. 

We spent the morning of the second day at Norwich Castle keep, guided by Sue 
Margeson, Keeper of Archaeology, Sandy Heslop, and Brian Ayers of the Norfolk 
Archaeological Unit who began with an account of the re-discovered medieval 
bridge and the excavation of the area to the south of the Keep. Our understanding 
of the keep was much enhanced by Sandy Heslop's newly published book on the 
castle. There was also a display of finds from Jonathan Coad's excavations at Castle 
Acre within the keep. 

Parts of the Norwich city walls were described by Brian Ayers from the coach as 
we drove to the Cow Tower where he and Andrew Saunders discussed the 
interpretation of the former flooring and the curious chasings in thebrickwork. Paul 
Rutledge guided us at Buckenham Castle where we saw also the adjacent 13th-
century chapel and where Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Pearson, owners and members 
of the CSG, kindly allowed us to picnic. The massive flint and mortar keep is 
regarded as the earliest circular keep in England. We visitedbriefly Thetf ord Castle. 
No masonry survives, but the motte, some 50 feet high and one of the highest in 
England, is situated within the defences of an Iron Age hill fort whose earthworks 
were utilised to form the bailey. Tony Baggs guided us at the 12th-century remains 
of Weeting Castle and provided us with a new plan of the castle. 

On the third day we visited Mileham motte and bailey where Dr. Peter Wade-
Martins, County Archaeologist, explained not only the archaeology of the site but 
also the current conservation work designed to balance the preservation of the 
natural habitat with the needs of archaeology. In the centre of the motte is the base 
of a stone keep and on the north side are the remains of a stone bridge abutment. The 
castle is surrounded by a circular ringwork. Across the road is an outer rectangular 
enclosure surrounding Burwood Hall. This is too small to have contained a planned 
town.as at Castle Acre, but is reminiscent of that arrangement. Beyond all this, 
surviving hedgerows reveal the outline of the deer park referred to in the docu
ments. Part of the boundary is formed by the Launditch,an early Saxon or Iron Age 
linear earthwork. In 1086, Mileham was the administrative centre of a powerful 
estate of 1200 acres formerly held by Archbishop Stigand. William the Conqueror 
gave it to his son-in-law Count Allan of Brittany, Lord of Richmond, who probably 
built the first castle. 



Our last two castles were Castle Acre and Castle Rising where we were guided by 
our two colleagues, the respective excavators, Jonathan Coad and Beric Morley. 
Jonathan's excavations have been published (see below) while Beric's are very 
shortly to be published as a volume of East Anglian Archaeology. We benefited 
greatly from their full, on-site expositions. 

Our final destination was the South Gate at Kings Lynn where we were guided by 
Les Spinks, and by Elizabeth James who carried out excavations in advance of the 
re-instatement of the western chamber (until recently a thoroughfare) and other re-
flooring and re-roofing works undertaken by the local authority. Her account 
published in Norfolk Archaeology, Volume 40 (1987) also refers to the earlier publi
cations on this important brick gateway. 

The first of our three evening lectures was given by Dr. Matthew Strickland of 
Glasgow University, on "The role of the Castle in Warfare and Rebellion", with 
special reference to East Anglia and events around the Battle of Fornham. This 
lecture was a most illuminating event, providing a scholarly opening to our 
conference. On the second evening we heard Dr. Sandy Heslop, Dean of the School 
of World Art Studies and Music at the University of East Anglia lecture on 
"Romance, Politics and Orford Castle", developing his thoughts on "Orf ord Castle 
Nostalgia and Sophisticated Living", already published inArchitectural History, 34 
(1991) and bringing in the Thomas Becket, Honour of Eye and Provins Castle 
connections. On the third evening we heard Jonathan Coad lecture on his excava
tions from 1972 to 1982 at Castle Acre, (see Archaeological Journal volumes 139 and 
144) which we visited on our last morning. Thanks are due to all three speakers for 
their excellent lectures and to our member, Dr. Roberta Gilchrist, also of UEA, for 
booking the lecture theatre for our evening sessions. 

The conference ran from Wednesday night to Saturday afternoon because the 
UEA could not accommodate us on the Saturday night. A fourth day would have 
allowed a slightly less strenuous number of visits per day and could have included 
some spectacular later castles in Norfolk such as Baconsthorpe, as well as time to 
explore Norwich. But even longer time would have been needed to see Haughley 
Castle, Suffolk, and other types of defence works such as the walls of Norwich and 
Great Yarmouth, moated sites such as Oxburgh Hall or the two defended gate 
towers of Bury St. Edmunds' Abbey. These and many smaller castles in both 
counties must await a future conference. At any rate, the programme advertised in 
the last newsletter was adhered to and a very rewarding conference was held. 

TENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

CASTLES OF THE EAST MIDLANDS (17th - 20th April 1996) 

We are grateful to Sarah Speight, long-serving CSG member, for fixing the 
following programme. The venue will be Cripps Hall, University of Nottingham. 
Accommodation willbeinsinglerooms with shared bathroom facilities. Please find 
a booking form enclosed with this Newsletter, to be returned with deposit not later 



than January 15th 1996. Asusual, bookings will be taken onafirst-come/first served 
basis, up to the capacity of one coach. The all inclusive price is £135 (dinner, bed, 
breakfast, packed lunches, coach fare, site entrances, conference room). The draft 
Itinerary and Lecture Programme is given here. A full programme and other 
materials willbeprovided on arrival. Registration instructions andmap will be sent 
with receipt for bookings. As in 1995 a t UE A, we have entered into a major financial 
commitment for this conference, so please give it your support. 

Itinerary and Lecture Programme 

Wednesday 17th April 

Members wishing to visit Nottingham castle are advised to do so on Wednesday 
afternoon prior to the formal start of the conference. 
7.00pm Dinner followed by lecture: "An Introduction to the Castles of the East 
Midlands" by Dr. Philip Dixon, University of Nottingham 

Thursday 18th April 

Morning: Tickhill (guides: Barry Moss, owner, and Pamela Marshall and Philip 
Dixon). Conisborough (guide: Philip Dixon) 
Afternoon: Bolsover. South Wingfield (an uphill walk is required for this site 
unless EH have managed to sort out a car park by next April) (Guide: Philip 
Dixon) 
7.00pm: Dinner followed bylecture: "ExcavationsatNewark"byPamelaMarshall, 
Assistant Director of Excavations. 
Followed by AGM of Castle Studies Group 

Friday 19th April 

Morning: Newark (guide: Pamela Marshall). Boothby Pagnell. 
Afternoon: Castle Bytham (guide: Sarah Speight). Oakham. 
7.00pm. Dinner followed by lecture: "Nottingham andits Castle: Regional Politics 
c. 1130-c.l 215" by Dr.Trevor Foulds,Official Historian to theCity of Nottingham. 

Saturday 20th April 

Morning:Kirby Muxloe (guide: Andrew Saunders). Ashby-de-la-Zouch (guide: 
Malcolm Hislop). 
Afternoon: Codnor (guide Barry Crisp). Horsley. 
5.30pm approx. return to Nottingham, train station and campus. To be arranged 
in relation to critical train departures. 

Important Notice: Due to the recommencement of term on April 22nd, members 
wishing to stay on in Nottingham after the conference will be unable to stay at 
Cripps Hall. Please can those requiring additional accommodation indicate this 
when booking and they will be sent details of the city's b & b's, hotels etc. 



Future Conference proposals: Normandy and Luxembourg/Flanders 

At the 1995 AGM, a costed proposal from Mike Hughes waspresented, outlining 
a visit to Normandy. The merits of keeping our main conference/AGM in Great 
Britain and Ireland (i.e. accessible to all members) as well as the costings were 
discussed at length. The secretary then had further contact with Mike Hughes. The 
outcome is that our main 1996 event will be at Nottingham (see elsewhere in this 
Newsletter) and that a Normandy trip, however organised, will be an extra event at 
some other time, perhaps one September in a future year. 

We also have an offer of a meeting in Luxembourg or Flanders, which CSG 
member Johnny de Meulemeester (of theService des Sites et MonumentsNationaux 
in Luxembourg) kindly made to us some time ago. Johnny has outlined two main 
possibilities - a) the French-Belgian-Dutch coastal area and Flanders, looking 
mainly at si tes of timber and earthwork castles b) the castles of Luxembourg, which 
are exclusively stone-built. September might be a possible time of year for either. 
Details of Johnny's proposals have been considered by your Committee, and 
hopefully a fully-costed and detailed proposal will be available for the 1996 AGM. 

CASTLE STUDIES GROUP 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at UEA, Norwich, 20th April 1995 

1. Apologies were received from R.Avent, A.Burt, L.Butler, J.Couruhan, CHadley, 
T.McNeill, J. de Meulemeester, D.Pringle and J.Scott. New members were 
welcomed. 

2. Minutes of the last AGM held at Ford Castle on 8.4.94 were approved. 

3. Matters arising: 
a) It was confirmed that the CSG had been accepted as a member of theCouncil 
for British Archaeology. The Secretary would receive relevant literature, and 
two CSG members could attend the CBA meetings held in January and July. 

b) TheSecretaryapologisedoverthelackofactionre.theCSGleaflet. Hewould 
prepare a draft for circulation to committee members. John Cole had already 
agreed to assist in the production of the final design. 

4. Crusader castles trip: Thanks were expressed to Denys Pringle for organizing a 
very successful trip, reported in the last Newsletter. 

5. Treasurer's report and accounts 
a) A summary had been circulated. The CSG held a large sum at present as the 
Norwich conference had not yet been paid for. Once the invoice had been settled 
the balance would be about £1,100. 

b) The CSG had 208 members currently paid up. 

c) Subscriptions. A letter would be sent out to all members with the next issue 
of the newsletter seeking their views on the possibility of raising the subscription 



from £2 to £5 at the 1996 AGM. The extra funds would mean that the CSG could 
help finance small projects in its field. All agreed to this procedure. 

d) The Secretary expressed his thanks to Tony Burt (Treasurer) and David 
Sweetman (Membership Secretary) for all their hard work during the year. 

6. Normandy trip and future conference venues 

Mike Hughes was prepared to organize a five day trip to Normandy on the 12th 
or 19th April 1996. The meeting expressed a preference for the latter date, 
although the cost of about £375 was thought to be very high. The Secretary was 
asked to explore the possibility, with Mike Hughes, of having an extra day for 
the trip to make it more value for money. If the trip went ahead the CSG's usual 
annual meeting and AGM would be in September, possibly in the east midlands. 
However, should there be no takers for the Normandy trip (the Secretary would 
approach Mike Hughes about a lower costing and, depending on the outcome, 
members would be circulated in the next few weeks and asked to confirm their 
intention of going) then the 1996 spring meeting would be based in 
Nottingham .The 1997 venue would be based in Aberdeen, with Ireland and 
south-west Wales in 1998 and 1999 (or vice-versa). The west midlands was a 
further possibility, and J. de Meulemeester had made it known he was keen to 
host a meeting in Belgium and Luxembourg. 

7. Replacement of Secretary/Newsletter Editor 
The committee will be pursuing this matter further over the next few weeks. 

8. Any other business 
Andrew Saunders expressed the thanks of all present to David Sherlock for 
organizing the conference, to Roberta Gilchrist for help with accommodation 
arrangements, and to the guides to those castles visited. 

Obituary 
Members will be sad to hear of the death of Carl Hadley, an active member of CSG 
from its early days and a regular attender at our conferences. Carl was already very 
ill by the time of our Norwich meeting, which he was unable to attend. He died on 
April 24th 1995. His widow, Sue, wrote to the Secretary, asking for him to be 
remembered and saying ho whe was still visiting castles as long as he was able. His 
last field trip was to the Gower peninsula, just before Easter. 

FINANCES 
CSG treasurer Tony Burt has provided the following three sets of accounts, 

covering the period up to 31.3.95 (already presented and discussed at the 1995 
AGM), interim accounts for the period April-September 1995 and the Conference 
account for the East Anglian meeting. The group has also attracted more than 30 
new members since last year, details of whom will be found at the end of this 
newsletter. 



RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS A/C: 1st APRIL 1994 - 31st MARCH 1995 

Payments Receipts 

Conference 1994 

Conference 1995 

deposit 

C.B.A. 

insurance 82.00 
affiliation 31.00 

Newsletter No. 7 65.93 

Newsletter No. 8 62.50 
8.48 

145.75 

Postage & Stationery 

Excess of receipts over payments 

3755.12 

450.00 

113.00 

282.66 

138.69 

1945.45 

6684.92 

Subscription 

receipts to 30.9.94 
to 31.3.95 

Bank interest 

Conference fees 1995 

less £130.00 refund 

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT @ 31 MARCH 1995 

Balance b/f 1.4.94 

plus Excess of Receipts 
over payments 

4814.13 

1945.45 

6759.58 

Made up of: 

Deposit A/C 

Current A/C 

290.00 
166.50 

29.92 

6.198.50 

6684.92 

6588.73 

170.85 

6759.58 

Payments 

INTERIM ACCOUNTS: APRIL - SEPT 1995 

Receipts 

East Anglian Conference 5086.15 Subscriptions 

C.B.A. 

affiliation fee 
insurance 

Newsletter 

production costs 

Postage, stationery & photocopying 

31.00 
98.15 

50.00 

56.45 

167® £2.00 

Bank interest 

Excess of payments 
over receipts 

334.00 

59.43 

4928.32 

5321.75 

Made up of: 

Deposit A/C 

Current A/C 

5321.75 

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT @ 30 SEPTEMBER 1995 

Balance b/f 1.4.95 6759.58 

Less Excess of Receipts 
over payments (4928.32) 

1831.16 

0.10 

1831.26 1831.26 



EAST ANGLIAN CONFERENCE APRIL1995 

Accomodation - University 

Coach hire 

Guest speaker 

Norwich Castle 

Postage and stationery 

Excess of Receipts 
over Payments 

5001.15 

330.00 

50.00 

15.00 

10.00 

662.35 

6068.50 

Conference receipts 
less two refunds 

6328.50 
(260.00) 

6068.50 

CASTLE STUDIES : RECENT PUBLICATIONS - 9 
by John R. Kenyon 

Introduction 

If I considered last year was not a prolific year in terms of major publications 
devoted to castles, then this last year, from about November 1994 until early October 
1995,is equally lean. Somemightarguethatthisisno bad thing, with toomuch being 
published on the subject, a subject attracting more dross than other studies. 
Nevertheless, some 250 entries have been made to the next volume of my bibliog
raphy, generally knownas'CBA4',althoughtheremust be some doubtthattheCBA 
will infactpublishit(inthewords of Roger Shallot Thatisanofherstory'O.SOjmore 
entries than last year have been added, but of course this figure includes post-
medieval studies, and there is always a considerable amount of new entries that 
come from the round-up of excavations etc. that appear in the pages of Medieval 
Archaeology, Post-Medieval Archaeology and the county journals. 

I have listed a quantity of continental material, more than usual as Andrew 
Saunders used to cover that area so well inForf ress, now sadly defunct. Let us hope 
that Andrew is successful in persuading the publisher Alan Sutton to relaunch 
Fortress, albeit with just two issues a year. 

Once again I must thank those who take the trouble of informing me of recent 
publications, often their own, and especially to those who actually send me copies 
or photocopies. It does mean that a few publications come to my knowledge much 
sooner than they would do otherwise. Among those to whom I am indebted this year 
are Charles Coulson, Barbara English, Geoff Evans, Malcolm Hislop, Tom McNeill, 
Con Manning, Sarah Speight, Henry Summerson and David Sweetman. I cannot 
emphasize strongly enough just how important it is for members to provide this 
service for me, for once the publication enters the our anmxalNewsletter then many 
more people are informed of a particular new title. I was made aware just howuseful 
membershavebeenfmdingthisannualcompilationbybeing contacted fhisyear by 
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several who have joined CSG recently to find copies of the Newsletter out of print, 
leading them to ask me for photocopies of the previous bibliographies. My thanks 
also to Geoff Stell for photocopies of several of his older publications; these have 
been listed in 'CBA4', but not in the bibliography below. 

General Monographs 

There are three books in particular to note, although in all three monographs 
castles are just one part of the story. The first is Michael Thompson's The Medieval 
Hall, a volume which ranges from the beginning of the seventh century down to 
1600. Chapter 5 covers halls in castles, although many of the other parts are relevant 
to castlestudies-ItisunfortunatethatMargaretWood'splan of Stokesay is included 
in Chapter 6, for the recent English Heritage guidebook is now a better source for the 
dating of this structure as a whole. 

The other two books are the first to appear in a new series, The Architectural 
History of Scotland. Richard Fawcetf s study covers the period 1371 to 1560, with 
Deborah Howard's volume taking the story up to 1660. These are excellent studies, 
and we await the pre-1371 volume with eagerness. The chapters in Fawcett which 
most members will be interested in are the eighth and ninth, castles and domestic 
architecture, followed by a study of artillery fortification. The one disappointment 
in Fawcetf s volume is the quality of the reproduction of what are clearly excellent 
photographs. Edinburgh University Press made improvements when they pub
lished Howard's book. 

Chris Musson of the RCAHM (Wales), who specializes in aerial photography, has 
had a selection of aerial views of monuments, landscapes etc. published in Wales 
from the Air. The Dublin publishers, Country House, have published a short survey 
of Irish castles by David Sweetman, and the long awaited survey of artillery 
fortifications in Ireland from 1485 to 1945, written by Paul Kerrigan, has now 
appeared, and well worth waiting for! Of course, most of the volume covers the fort 
as opposed to the castle, but there is enough in thebook to interest theCSG member. 

Two booklets produced by Cadw: Welsh Historic Monuments are on the theme 
of the great artist Turner and architectural style. Peter Humphries looks at monu
ments in north and south Wales in the care of the State which were depicted by 
Turner, reproducing modern and the artist's views. John Hilling's What Style is it?, 
in the words of the subtitle, is a pocket guide to architecture in Wales. It is 48 pages 
long (+ a folded endpaper), and there are various pages on castles. 

Education 

Only three publications to consider here, all from English Heritage, and excluding 
the wealth of videos that are now available from EH on a wide range of topics, but 
especially castles. Two of the booklets are site-specific teacher's handbooks, to 
Portchester Castle (Wright) and Castle Acre Priory and Castle (Staszewska and 
Cocksedge). They are both dated 1994, but I think that they may not have appeared 
until 1995; as far as I can remember the Castle Acre handbook was not available at 
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the priory bookshop when the CSG visited there last April, otherwise I would have 
obtaineda copy. The two handbooks follow the samepatternas previous titles in the 
series; they are well illustrated with modern photographs and reconstructions, and 
the breaking up of the illustration of the gateway to the inner ward at Portchester 
with a series of white lines makes it much easier to understand how this entrance 
developed. There are two pages in both handbooks devoted to bibliography and 
resources, my only quibble being that R.A.Brown's writings appear under 'Allen' 
(but then the recent reprint of the EH guidebook to Deal Castle has the author as 
O'Neill; sloppy considering that Bryan O'Neil was once Chief Inspector of Ancient 
Monuments). 

The third resource for teachers is Planel'sBattlefields, Defence,Conflid and Warfare. 

This examines the evidence for the physical remains of both civil and military 
conflicts in England, and also continuity in defence, so castles are touched upon to 
a limited extent. 

County/Regional Surveys 

Some members at the CSG conference at Norwich may have purchased the bi
lingual book (English & French) which accompanied the Castle Museum exhibition 
on the Normans in Norfolk. One of our guides to Norwich Castle in April, Sue 
Margeson, contributed, amongst other chapters, the section on the county's castles. 
Sarah Speight, who is organizing our 1996 conference based at Nottingham, has 
published an article based on her 1994 Nottinghamshire History Lecture, the early 
medieval castles of that county. I am sure that to many the castles of that county are 
unknown, so this paper is an extremely useful contribution to castles studies. It is 
illustrated with several photographs and conjectural reconstructions. 

An illustrated booklethasjustbeen produced and published by Phil Wilton on the 
castles of Dorset. 

Am ongst a number of publications produced by Paul Remfry (see the sections on 
England and Wales below),hehas produced asurvey of four little-known castles in 
the middle reaches of the river Wye, as well as an examination of ten sites in the 
lordship of Radnor. He has also written a short article on some of the castle sites in 
Powys, on the Herefordshire border, suggested by the late Frank Noble. All these 
publications are A4 with spiral binding, and although the proceeds from sales help 
towards future work, they are not cheap, especially when compared with what one 
gets with the Folly Publications series for about the same price. 

Folly Publications have produced three booklets under the authorship of Mike 
Salter, in the forma t which will be known to most members. One covers Lothian and 
the Borders, another the castles of Grampian and Angus, whilst the latest examines 
the castles of western and northern Scotland. The third of four volumes devoted to 
theancientandhistoricmonurnents of Wales has been published by HMSO. Written 
by Frances Lynch, it covers the county of Gwynedd; the previous titles in the series 
covered Dyf ed and Glamorgan/Gwent, with the volume to come surveying Qwyd 
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and Powys. 

The Office of Public Works in Ireland has produced the second volume of the 
inventory of the monuments in County Cork. Compiled by Denis Power, it covers 
the eastern and southern parts of the county. The castle sections begin with a list of 
sites of castles where little survives today, followed by a survey of the seven castles 
in the area. Then comes a study of the tower houses and bawns, followed by an 
examination of strong or fortified houses. There are several photographs accompa
nying the text, but no plans. There are no earthworks which can be said to be 
genuinely medieval castles. The castles and artillery fortifications in the Cork 
Harbour area are discussed in a chapter in a book on the archaeology of the area 
(CRynne). 

Guidebooks 

Compared to last year, there has not been as much guidebook literature pub
lished. English Heritage have brought outa second edition of Colin Platf s souvenir 
guide to Dover, but the only new guide to a castle in the care of EH is Summerson's 
colour handbook to Warkworth, which has just appeared. The guide is well 
illustrated, with a useful cutaway reconstruction by Peter Dunn of the great tower 
itself. The section on the keep is presented in a novel way, and although I ha ve only 
read it through once, it seems to work, in spite of the introduction of a 'scurvy varlef 
(p. 28). The reader in this section (pp. 25-32) becomes an important visitor to the 
castle, attending Christmas festivities in 1532, who is shown the many rooms in the 
tower. An interesting figure on p. 28 shows the sources of supplies for the castle in 
the 1530s. 

I mentioned last year that the guidebooks produced by Cadw were due to change 
their format. Flint Castle, Ewloe Castle, a joint guide by Derek Renn and Richard 
Avent respectively, duly appeared early last summer in the new size. They are 
24.5cm. high and 17cm. wide, as opposed to the original size of 21cm. x 14.75cm. I 
must admit that I had my reservations about the change, as had other frequent users 
of guidebooks, but David Robinson and his excellent team have in fact brought 
about a major improvement. The original Cadw series, as profusely illustrated as 
the new format, could look somewhat cluttered with the large number of photo
graphs and drawings; the new page size does away with this. Richard Avent also 
wrote the other new guide, that to Laugharne Castle This monument was opened to 
the public last summer following a long period of excavation and conservation 
which had started in 1976, although only one small illustration depicts this long 
archaeological campaign. A Cadw guidebook mentioned last year as due soon has, 
however, yet to appear, that on Tretower Court and Castle. 

The pamphlet series produced by Cadw is also in the new format, and Diane 
Williams, a member of the publications team, has written the brief guide to the 
fortified manor of Weobley in the Gower. 

Historic Scotland hasbrought out a souvenir guide to Dirleton, written by Doreen 
Grove. I call it a 'souvenir guide' as it is similar in format to Platfs Dover. It is in full 
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colour, and a handsome production, although one of the illuminated manuscripts 
is not done full justice, the formal garden on page 29 (for a better reproduction, and 
the source of the illustration, see Elisabeth Whittle's The Historic Gardens of Wales). 
There are three guides in the usual format (colour covers and monochrome inside): 
Tabraham on Huntly, and also on Kildrummy and Glenbuchat, and Pringle on 
Rothesay. 

The only Irish guide that has come my way is the Office of Public Work's 
handsome 48-page booklet on the monuments of Clonmacnoise written by Conleth 
Manning, a study which includes the castle on pp. 33-35. 

General Articles 

An unusual paper, unusual for us in that it appears in a botanical journal, is 
Conolly's study of castles and abbeys in Wales in connection with medicinal plants. 
The paper was given at the symposium 'Plants and People: economic botany in 
northern Europe AD 800-1800'. The first sentence of the paper abstract gives the 
flavour of the article: The restriction to the walls and immediate vicinity of Welsh 
castles, abbeys and other ancient settlement of a group of species known to have 
medicinal properties, coupled with the absence of these species from apparently 
suitable intervening terrain, suggests relict status from former cultivation.' This is 
a fascinatingpaper,butapointnotemphasized is thatin many of thesites concerned 
there has been thorough conservation and repointing of the walls, and one does 
wonder whether the range of medicinal plants to be found in and around the walls 
of abbeys and castles today does stem from what may have been medieval cultiva
tion originally. 

Professor Barbara English has contributed a paper on the urban castles of the 
Norman Conquest, questioning the actual form that these structure took. It is in a 
book titled The Medieval Military Revolution, a volume that I have not yet seen, so 
there may be other items in it of interest to members. 

Charles Coulson, in a lengthy paper, has examined further one of his favourite 
themes, licences to cr enella te. As he states in the introductory paragraph, his aim is 
two-fold: (1) to eradicate the obsessions in castle-studies that castles are mainly 
military [see Thompson below], and, therefore, (2) they were dangerous to central 
government, 'so that licences to build them must have been reluctant.' In a volume 
on theHundred Years War,Kenyon summarizes, with someadditionalmaterial, his 
Archaeological Journal paper on early artillery fortifications in castles and town 
defences. In a short note he, with Michael Thompson, examines the origin of the 
word Iceep'. It has long been known that the term as applied to the main tower of 
a castle does not come into common use until the 16th century, but its use from the 
late 14th century until the early Tudor period is shown to have always been in 
connection with the main tower at Guines Castle in France. 

Pindar Press have published a selection of papers written by Roger Stalley. Two, 
which first appeared in the pages of the Journal of the British Archaeological Associa
tion, relate to castle-studies. These are on Roger, bishop of Salisbury, as a patron of 
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architecture in the 12th century, and William of Prene and the royal works in Ireland 
in the late 13th century. Stalley has made additional notes to the former paper. 

Finally in this section, Michael Thompson has written on the military interpreta
tion of castles, a short paper stemming from David Stacker's review article in vol. 
149 of the Archaeological Journal, examining the chronology of castle-studies, and 
emphasizing 'that the prime consideration of the builder was to make the site 
defendable and if we overlook that we lose sight of the reason for the castle's 
existence.' [Note the Coulson paper above!]. 

England 

CSG members will recall our visit to the earthwork castle of Aldford in Cheshire 
in 1993, and a survey on this site has appeared in Cheshire Past. A new motte was 
discovered in Cornwall in 1993, at Poundstock, details of which appear in the round
up of work undertaken in that year in Medieval Archaeology (Nenk [et al.]). Also in 
Cornwall, and missed by me earlier, is the volume by Charles Thomas on Tintagel 
in theEnglish Heritage Bookof... series, and the medieval walled garden at this castle 
has been studied by Rose. 

At a symposium in Birmingham in 1992 the prevention, control and repair of 
archaeological earthworks were studied, and Robert White examined Castleshaw 
motte and bailey in the Cumbria area of the Yorkshire Dales National Park. (One of 
the Welsh sites examined was Owain Glyndwr's Mount in Clwyd; a paper by 
A.Q.Berry). Also in Cumbria, P.Turnbull and D.Walsh have reported on the recent 
work at Egremont. In the limited excavations, part of the ditch between the motte 
and the stone-enclosed bailey was located, and other features were uncovered 
elsewhere on the site. 

Danes Castle, the ringwork siege castle recently uncovered in Exeter, is described 
in an A4 leaflet produced by South West Water (Anon.), and also by LHope in 
Current Archaeology and in the round-up in Medieval Archaeology (Nenk [et al.]). 
Staying in the West Country M.Ternstrom has published an account of Lundy, 
including the castle, and Sherborne Old Castle is featured in an issue otHistory Today 
(R.Ollard). In the north of England, two articles on Durham Castle appeared in a 
collection of essays on Anglo-Norman Durham, the book being based on a confer
ence held in the city in 1993 to mark the 900th anniversary of the foundation of the 
cathedral. Martin Leyland's paper stems from his 1994 doctorate on the castle from 
its origins to 1217, and a detailed analysis of this great northern stronghold has long 
been needed. The paper is followed by one by Michael Thompson on the place of 
Durham among Norman episcopal palaces and castles. 

Remfry has studied St Briavels Castle in the Forest of Dean in a booklet and an 
article, and two short papers in connection with the castle by A.Webb have only just 
come my way, both in connection with the castle being a place of storage for 
munitions. 

Two articles have just appeared on the Tower of London. David Carpenter has 
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shown that in spite of the sums of money lavished on the castle by King Henry HI, 
the monarch all but abandoned it as far as being a favoured residence was 
concerned. It wasutilized moreby thatunfortunatekingasa point of refuge and his 
headquarters in a political crisis, notably in 1261. Carpenter has emphasized that 
during Henry's long reign he resided in the Tower only on eleven separate 
occasions, seven of which were in 1261. Simon Thurley's study is on the royal 
lodgingsatthe Tower from 1216to 1327, theperiod of thereignsof Henry II, Edward 
I and Edward II. Edward I was also a rare visitor, in spite of spending over £21,000 
on the castle. Thurley stresses the almost unparalleled (at that time) 'coherence and 
symmetry' of Henry Ill's lodgings, yet by the beginning of the reign of Edward II the 
great hall had been given over to the manufacture and storage of stone shot (not 
cannonballs as the author states), with chests of armour held in the chamber which 
had been designed for the queen. 

The fifth and final report on the excavations at Portchester, which ran from 1961 
until 1979, has been published. Written by Barry Cunliffe and Beverley Garratt, it 
covers the period from 1609 until 1819 when the castle was used at different times 
as a military depot and a prisoner-of-war camp. Clifford Castle in Herefordshire has 
been studied as part of the series written by Remfry, and the 1982 and 1988/89 
excavations at Kilpeck, in the same county, have now been published, edited by Ron 
Shoesmith. The results showed that the construction of the castle was likely to be 
about the turn of the 11 th century, but the main phases of occupation recovered are 
datable to the late 12th or early 13th century and the late 13 th century. Staying with 
Herefordshire,RogerStirling-BrownhasexaminedPembridgeCastle,alittleknown 
site, and a recent issue of English Heritage's Conservation Bulletin has a feature by 
P.Hoppen on the taking into State care (at long last) of Wigmore Castle. 

Berkhamsted is the subject of another of Remfry's spiral-bound booklets, and 
Dover features in that multi-title series the English Heritage Book ..., written by 
Jonathan Coa d; it is to be warmly recommended, and spans the complete history of 
this fortress. Saltwood Castle was visited by the Royal Archaeological Institute in 
1994 as part of the RAI's summer meeting, and Anthony Emery wrote the piece on 
it in the programme proceedings; a castle not particularly well known as far as its 
architectural development is concerned. 

Several CSG members will have acquired last April Sandy Heslop's analysis of the 
keep of Norwich Castle, his second foray into castle-studies, and hopefully not the 
last. Peter Ryder has examined the two towers at Hexham in Northumberland, part 
of a complex of administrative buildings of the archbishop of York, one being a 
gatehouse to an enclosure in which stood the other tower. J.Goodall has written in 
the pages of Country Life on that most impressive of Northumbrian fortresses, 
Warkworth. In a paper which will have been published by the time this newsletter 
isout,Malcx3lmHfelophasrefmedmedatmgofmeworkscarriedoutatE>unstanburgh 
on behalf of John of Gaunt in the 1380s under the charge of John Lewyn and Henry 
Holme. The mantlet wall, for example, is now identified as that which encloses the 
inner ward, a suggestion, as Hislop reminds us, first made in 1891 by Cadwallader 
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Bates [at the time of writing I have only seen a copy of the page proof of this article, 
not the whole issue otArchaeol. Aeliana 23, so the volume may contain other material 
of interest]. 

In Shropshire B.Coulton has looked at the family associated withMoreton Corbet, 
whilst B. Coplestone-Crow has studied that period of Ludlow's history in the first 
half of the 12th century when Payn fitzjohn held sway in that area of the Welsh 
Marches. 

The excavation and survey summaries in Medieval Archaeology include a note on 
Framlmghamwhereevidencewasfoundforrimberreinforcementinuiesouth-east 
tower, and it appears that a series of such timbers originally ran all the way up the 
tower (Nenk [et al.}). The summaries also include work on Pevensey, and there is 
also a note on these excavations by Michael Fulford in Sussex Past and Present. 
Another Sussex castle, Bodiam, features in History Today (N.Saul). 

Wales 

Three excavations reports were published in thelasttwelvemonths, two of which 
were in the journal of the Cambrian Archaeological Association (Archaeologia 
Cambrensis). In fact it was a bumper year as far as fortification studies are concerned 
in that journal, for it also included two major papers on town defences - Tenby and 
the Monnow gate, Monmouth. 

The first report to note is John Manley's on Caergwrle Castle in Clwyd, published 
in Medieval Archaeology. This castle, the last to be built by a native Welshman, albeit 
with the support of Edward I, was begun in 1278 (or possibly 1277), and refurbished 
and modified by Edward in 1282, possibly with a barbican to give greater protection 
of the simple entrance. Internal features revealed were the well, an oven (under 
which lay a mortar-mixing bo wl), as well as traces of a building against east curtain. 
The two excavations published inArch. Camb. are Jeremy Knight's second report on 
Montgomery and John Lewis on Loughor. The Montgomery report covers the 
metalwork finds, including the largeamount of Tudor armour (600 fragments) from 
the base of the 17th-century destruction fill on the inner ditch. The excavations at 
Loughor in 1969-73 showed the castle had been founded as a ringwork in the early 
12th century, and always remained as a minor stronghold, even when the stone 
tower was added in the late 13th or early 14th century, this tower possibly replacing 
a similar structure. 

The excavations at Flint in 1988 provided evidence for the original extent of the 
outer ward (H.R.Hannaf ord). There have been three interim reports published on 
the work at Carew (D.Austin), which I only came across when lecturing to the 
excavation team. It was to be expected that the interpretation of this Pembrokeshire 
castle as off eredby King and Perks mArchaeol. /. (vol. 119 (1962), 270-307) would be 
modified, and one of the new suggestions is that the Norman 'Old Tower' was 
flanked by square towers in the later 12th century, the one to the south later being 
converted into a D-shaped tower. The work at Mathrafal (CJ.Arnold) found traces 
of the defences of the castle bailey> and showed that the outer enclosure was likely 
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to have been a post-castle moated manorial site rather than a pre-Norman Welsh 
llys. 

A number of sites in the care of Cad w have been the subject on newsletters to keep 
people informed of progress on the care of these sites. These include the castles at 
Laugharne and Llanblethian (a.k.a. St Quintin's). Remfry hasproduced studies on 
Dinas Emrys and Hay on Wye castles 

Scotland 

A bibliography of monuments in the care of the Secretary of State for Scotland has 
been compiled by M.Cross. This is an invaluable piece of work, and although it 
utilizes my three bibliographies, it includes material published before 1945. So 
anyone researching castles in Scotland which are in the care of the State must have 
need to consult this volume, although I wonder how many libraries will acquire a 
copy other than in Scotland itself. It does not seem to have received much publicity 
south of the Antonine Wall, but it was listed in an issue of the CBA's British 
Archaeology, from where I got the reference. 

A.M.T.Maxwell-Irving has produced papers on two sites, the mid 16th-century 
tower at Lockerbie and the late medieval tower of Torthorwald Castle. A small 
excavation in the vicinity of Abbof s Tower found evidence for the barmkin and 
some ancillary structures (A.Bailey). Excavation of another barmkin was under
taken in 1990 at Craigievar Castle (M.Greig). 

Ireland 

The excavations carried out at the small motte of Dunsilly in the 1970s have been 
written up in the Ulster Journal of Archaeology (T.E.McNeill). The castle at Dunsilly 
is another example of a motte being built on an earlier rath. The excavation showed 
how the motte had been constructed, undertaken with great care. An interim report 
has appeared on the Kilkenny archaeological project (B.Murtagh), work that has 
shown that in spite of 19th-century alterations, much of the original fabric remains, 
and that much of the earlier phases of the castle remain under the modern ground 
level, including an earthwork phase. 

Patrick Holland has surveyed rectangular earthworks and moated sites in Gal-
way, and Sheelagh Harbison has examined the history of Rindown Castle. Brian 
Hodkinson has given an account of the recent excavations at Dunamase, a strong
hold of the Marshal family (see the McNeill reference in the last issue of the 
newsletter for this castle; Kieran O'Conor is also preparing a paper on Dunamase). 
Amongst the internal structures uncovered were two superimposed day-floored 
wicker structures; circular in shape, they may have been storage bins for grain. 

Isle of Man 

For six seasons in the 1980s excavations were carried out at Peel Castle, and 
D.Freke has written a booklet summarizing the results of all periods. 
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Town defences 

Cities under siege is the theme of a collection of essays edited by I.V.Corfis and 
M.Wolfe. In Bristol Reg Jackson has excavated a circular mural tower. Tower 
Harratz, found to have unusual foundations, resembling the spokes of a wheel. Two 
reports have appeared on the defences of Newcastle (R.Fraser [et al.]', D.H.Heslop [et 
<?/.]), including a stretch of wall along the river frontage, together with a rectangular 
mural tower. Although he has already published a book on the Monno w Bridge at 
Monmouth, in 1994, M.L.J .Rowlands has an article on it inArch. Camb., presumably 
submitted for publication some time before the book was due out. In the same 
journal the late Gwyn Thomas has written a detailed account of the defences at 
Tenby, a invaluable contribution to the history of town walls in Britain. 

In the same series at Sweetman's book on castles in Ireland (see above), John 
Bradley has written one on Irish walled towns. M.F.Hurley has produced a report 
on excavations in Cork City, including a stretch of the defences. An excavation 
report which one might have expected to find in the pages of a journal, as i t covers 
work undertaken on a single mural tower, has been treated to a well-produced 
monograph, the first in a series of Temple Bar Archaeological Reports on work in an 
area of Dublin; the resources of Temple Bar Properties Ltd clearly made it possible. 
The report, by Linzi Simpson, is on a circular tower which lay at the north-east 
corner of Dublin's defences. 

Continental Publications 

Only some of the items described below appear in tine bibliography, where 
authors are actually named in the text. 

For some time now Alain Salamagne has been sending me offprints of a whole 
series of articles on castles, particularly those of the later medieval period, many 
with early artillery fortifications. I had meant to have included six of these in the last 
newsletter, but forgot. Therefore they appear in the list below; they are excellent 
pieces of work. 

In a volume on 25 years of archaeology in Denmark, Rikke Olsen has a short paper 
on castles and fortified sites. The JBZ Bulletin for 1992, which appeared in December 
1994, had as its theme western defence strategies in the Mediterranean from the 
Crusades to the siege of Vienna. I have not listed the contents below (details on 
applica tion to me), but articles include fortifications in Cyprus, Crusader castles and 
the castles belonging to the Knights Hospitallers in Bohemia. 

The first volume of Forschungen zu Burgen und Schlossen has been published, and 
is available from Oxbow Books in Oxford. Although I saw briefly a copy of it at the 
Abergavenny Chateau Gaillard conference, I have only just been able to examine in 
more detail Tomas Durdik'sKasf ellburgen, a study of 13th-century castles in central 
Europe. As I do not read German it is difficult to comment on the book fully, but 
Durdik's work in this area is well known, and the volume is profusely illustrated 
with plans and photographs. 
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One of the best sources of information on the medieval architecture of France is 
the conference proceedings of the So ciet6 Francaise d'Archeologie de France (Congres 
Archeologique de France). The most recent volume, published last year, covers the 
148th meeting held in 1990, and is particularly rich in castle material and profusely 
illustrated; the particular attraction for this writer is that included are studies of 
some of sites he visited with Richard Avent on the way to the 1990 Cha teau Gaillard 
conference in Luxembourg. 

There are two articles on the great quatref oiWonjon of Ambleny (Brunei, Rolland), 
and Corvisier has madea study of the castles of Armentieres and Berzy-le-Sec. Blary 
writes on the defences of the castle at Chateau-Thierry from the 11th to the 16th 
century, including the recent excavations. The gem in the volume is a collection of 
papers on Coucy: Mesqui examines the domestic buildings at Coucy from the 13th 
to the 16th century; Baudry and Langeuin have examined its mural towers; the porte 
de La on on the line of the town defences of Coucy is studied by Faucherre. Erlande-
Brandenburg has provided a study on the carved decoration on the magnificent 
gatehouse at La Ferte-Milon, and in the second volume, which is mainly taken up 
with ecclesiastical architecture, Crepin-Leblond writes on the late medieval castle 
ofSeptmonts. 
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NEWS ITEMS 

NORWICH CASTLE EXCAVATIONS 

Recent redevelopment of six acres within the city centre of Norwich has enabled 
excavation of the south bailey of the Norman castle and part of the preceding Late 
Saxon town. Archaeological investigations by the Norfolk Archaeological Unit 
took place between 1989 and 1991 (following trial workin 1987-88), with excavation 
and ongoing post-excava tion work funded by the developer and English Heritage. 
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The following summary gives an outline of the site's developmentand any informa
tion on comparable urban castle excavations from members of the Castle Studies 
Group would be gratefully received (address below). 

Settlement of the area began in the 1 Ofh century and Domesday Book (1086) refers 
to ninety-eightmenswrae apparently engulfed by the castle defences. Several types 
of Saxon building have been identified, including examples of beamslo t, post-hole, 
post-in-trench, plank and sunken-featured construction. Associated with these 
structures were areas of refuse, cessand storage pits, together with evidence for craft 
and industrial activity such as pottery manufacture and crop-processing. Small 
boundary or drainage ditches were also recorded. A previously unknown Christian 
cemetery, containing a minimum of 106 individuals, was partially sealed beneath 
the later south bailey rampart. Thisisthesecond pre-Conquest cemetery discovered 
within the castle precinct, the other lying beneath the north-east bailey or Castle 
Meadow (Ayers 1985). 

Construction of a timber castle followed soon after the Conquest (1067-68), with 
the first documentary reference to the castle made in 1075, by which time the 
defences were substantial enough to withstand a siege. A number of excavated 
features, including ditches, may date to this early phase. One ditch may have 
demarcated the south-western limit of the Castle Fee or Liberty. A stone keep 
subsequently replaced the timber tower andithasrecentlybeen suggested (Heslop 
1994) tha t this may ha ve occurred between 1094 and 1122, rather than en tirely in the 
reign of Henry I as previously proposed. Norwich was the only royal castle for 
Norfolk and Suffolk until the construction of Orford in 1165. Possibly during the 
same period as construction of the new keep, the south bailey defences were altered 
with the addition of a new ditch, the earlier ditch perhaps being recut to form a 
hornwork around the south gate. A stone bridge connected the southern defences 
with the motte, recent excavations proving that much of the original bridge fabric 
survives benea th refacing (Shelley, forthcoming). Part of the defences of the north
east bailey have also been recorded, the earliest elements of which may date back to 
the timber castle. 

A barbican was probably created in the 13th century, comprising a large ditch 
enclosing a stone ga tehouse and flint-lined well over 30 metres deep, although it is 
now thought possible that these masonry elements may have originated in the 12th 
century. The keep hadbecome a prison by about 1300 and the baileys were granted 
to the city in 1345 with the mound, keep, south gate and Shire House (lying within 
the south bailey) remaining Crown property. Encroachment of tenements around 
the fringes of the castle precinct can be traced both archaeologically and through 
documentary evidence. The northern part of a cemetery dating from the 12th to the 
14th or 15th centuries lay within the excavated area. This related to the church of 
Stjohn de Berstrete (now St.John the Baptist, Timberhill) and the excavated area 
yielded the remains of at least 265 individuals, including a significant group of leper 
burials. Bell-founding was recorded just to the east of the main cemetery area. 
Throughout the later medieval and post-medieval periods, the baileys were used for 
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grazing and industrial activity, the ditches and barbican well serving as convenient 
refuse tips. The growth of the city led to an increased demand for buildingmaterials 
and this in turn led to quarrying of sand and gravel from the castle ramparts. 

Six burials lay at the top of the castle mound and are probably the remains of mid 
17th-century prisoners. The south bailey was landscaped in 1738 prior to the 
construction of a Cattle Market and again in 1862 when new roads were added. In 
1939, air-raid shelters were inserted and in 1960 the area became a car park, which 
it was to remain until the recentredevelopment. The site survivesasan open space, 
a park having been laid out on top of the new underground shopping centre. 

Liz Shepherd, Senior Project Manager, Norfolk Archaeological Unit, Garsett House, St, 
Andrews Hall Plain, Norwich, NR3 1AU). 
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Windsor Castle Fire Project 

The fire of November 1992 gutted a large section of the Upper Ward at Windsor, 
damaging the historic core of the royal accommodation. The Central Archaeology 
Service of English Heritage has been carrying out recording work in advance of 
reconstruction. 

Our understanding of the development of Windsor has relied on the work of Sir 
William Stjohn Hope, whose two-volume study (Windsor Castle, 1913) included a 
detailed phasing of the buildings, based on documentary study, analysis of the 
building plan, and on the architectural features then visible. He also made use of an 
exceptional collection of drawings, engravings and paintings which illustrate 
aspects of the castle from the mid- 15th century onwards. Hope's documentary 
analysis was revised and augmented by the History of the King's Works, but the 
building sequence which he developed has continued to form the basis for the 
interpretation of Windsor to the present day. It is a tribute to Hope's great skill that 
much of his framework still holds good. However, the combined effects of fire and 
damp have resulted in the removal of large areas of render and plasterwork, and 
much evidence has thus been revealed which was not available to Hope. Excavation 
has also been carried out in advance of the installation of new services and 
foundations, and this has added further information. 

The effects of the two greatremodellings,by Hugh May in the 1670s and Sir Jeffry 
Wyatville from 1828-35, are now much more clearly understood. In some places, 
their impact on the medieval buildings was greater than previously thought. May's 
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ref enestration of the Upper Ward involved the entire rebuilding of several eleva
tions from principal floor level upwards, for example in St George's Hall and the 
Royal Chapel, rather than the insertion of new frames in medieval splays as 
previously supposed. In other places, however, the survival of medieval fabric is 
greater than expected. The overall result to date is that we are achieving a much 
greater understanding of the form and appearance of the buildings as altered by 
Edward III in the mid-14th century. There are earlier remains, but these are very 
fragmentary, and cannot yet be interpreted with confidence. The main findings are 
summarised by area. 

1. St George's Hall - occupies the site of the former private Royal Chapel and the 
Hall of Edward III. The current survey of the vaulted ground floor rooms is 
confirming Hope's view that they incorporate early work, including the narrow 
vaulted chamber now known as the Stewards Hall, which is apparently of 13th 
century date. A stair foundation has been uncovered by excavation in the angle 
formed by the junction of this narrow range with the wider range to its west, as 
predicted by Hope. This narrow chamber was widened with the addition of the 
Larderie vault on its northern side in 1362-3, contemporary with the vaulting of the 
remainder of therange to the west. Atprincipal floor level the junction betweenl3th 
century work and the north wall of Edward Ill's Hall is clearly visible. At the western 
end of the range, the high-pitched 14th century roof scar of the former chapel has 
been found, cut into the exterior surface of what was a higher building to the west, 
presumably the set of chambers over the Spicery Gate. The earlier features in this 
elevation, a doorway, a moulded string-course and a lower roof scar, all appear to 
be of 13th century date. The 17th century work in this range involved the rebuilding 
of the south elevation, and the heightening of the north elevation in brick. Only 
fragmentary remains have been found of Verrio's ornate mural paintings in the Hall 
and Chapel. The low-pitched timber roof which was destroyed by the fire was also 
of 17th century date, strengthened with additional iron trusses by Smirke in 1824. 

2. Grand Reception Room - set in a particularly complex building, formerly 
comprisinga mural tower and the early Hall range. Fragmentary remains of the Hall 
have been found at ground floor level, and excavation has shown that its walls 
extended southwards into what isnow St George's Hall. The Hall range became the 
King's Great Chamber in the 14th century, and a large doorway found at principal 
floor level gave access to the Chamber from stairs in the King's Cloister. A range of 
windows above the doorway appear to be later, and may be part of Edward IV's 
workin the 1470s. The dividing wall between themural tower and theChamber was 
demolished in the 17th century to form the King's Guard Chamber, and the east wall 
was almost entirely rebuilt, with two large windows facing Kitchen court. The 
timber floor is of 17th century date, but incorporates a large number of common 
rafters reused from at least two medieval roofs. Enough survived of their jointing 
to allow reconstruction of the widths of these structures, and it seems most likely 
that they came from the 14th century south and east lodging ranges which were 
rebuilt at that time. 

3. Chester Tower - as built in the late 12th century, this was an open-backed mural 
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tower. It was subsequently enclosed in masonry, probably in thefirsthalf of the 13th 
century, with a cellared building added to its northern side. The cellared building 
wasapparently demolished when the surviving lodging range was built in themid-
14th century. As part of these works, a doorway was formed in its north wall of the 
tower at ground floor level, and a fireplace was inserted. The tower was entirely 
rebuilt above ground floor by Wyatville. 

4. East Lodging Range - built in the mid-14th century against the earlier curtain. 
Within the Crimson Drawing Room two large window embrasures have been found 
at principal floor level, along with the medieval roof scar, giving a clear indication 
of the scale and quality of these lodgings. In the 17th century the curtain wall was 
taken down and rebuilt in brick as part of May's fenestration scheme. 

5. Prince of Wales Tower- the west wall is 14th century work, and shows that the 
tower comprised at least four floors above a basement. Two embrasures surviving 
at principal floor level are particularly large, one a window, the other the head of a 
stair giving access to Kitchen Court. The other walls of the tower were largely rebuilt 
in the 17th century. Remains have also been found of the adjoining mural tower 
which was replaced by the Brunswick Tower in the 19th century. 

6. Private Royal Chapel - formed by Blore in 1843 on the site of the 14th century 
Kitchen Gatehouse, which had been largely demolished by Wyatville. Substantial 
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remains of the Gate have been found at ground floor level, including the gate 
passage and doorways into the two flanking chambers from the passage. The west 
flanking chamber is thebetter preserved, and includes theblocked window embra
sures of the projecting turret and a fireplace. At principal floor level, remains of a 
small garderobe have been found. 

7. Great Kitchen- thought to have occupied its present site since 1259. The masonry 
shell, although incorporating a section of the late 12th century curtain wall, is almost 
entirely of mid-14th century date, with evidence for three windows and two 
doorways in its south wall, and three large fireplaces in the north wall. The timber 
roof was supported on a set of corbels of 14th century date, and dendrochronology 
has shown that thelower wall plate timber was felled after 1337. The documentation 
for this rebuilding of the Kitchen is poor, but a reference to the lathing and plastering 
of the ceiling in 1362-3 might be taken as marking the completion of this operation. 
The present roof, which has largely survived the fire, dates from a major reconstruc
tion which saw the almost complete replacement of the 14th century roof in 1489 
(dated again by dendrochronology). The 1489 roof, recorded by John Pidgeon, 
included a large louvre or lantern, along with smoke-hoods at both ends. There were 
substantial repairs in 1577, which included the removal of the smoke-hoods and the 
replacement or repair of several trusses. Wyatville's reconstruction of 1828 in
volved theaddition of much softwood decora tionwhicheffectivelymaskedthel5th 
century roof and concealed its true age. Excavation within the former Kitchen 
Courtyard has also uncovered evidence for ancillary Kitchen structures, including 
the foundations of what was probably the Privy Kitchen, and the Kitchen Well. 

The recording project and watching brief will continue into 1996. 

Brian Kerr, Central Archaeology Service 

EN/IBI SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL - TRUJILLO 

Before the merger of the International Castles Institute (IBI) with Europa Nostra 
(EN), a small group of castle specialists from within IBI (architects as well as 
historians and archaeologist) formed a 'scientific council' which met annually to 
discuss particular castle related themes. The papers presented at the meeting were 
then published in the IBI Bulletin which was devoted to fortification studies. The 
Scientific Council has continued in being since the merger in 1991. It exists for:'the 
promotion and co-ordination of the scientific study of ancient fortified works and 
buildings, castles, and dwellings having a historic character, or their ruins and 
associated parks and gardens.' 

In 1995, (29th September - 3rd October) the Council met in Trujillo (Estramadura) 
with the theme of 'Urban Fortified Houses'. Seventeen papers were read with 
speakers from Spain (4), Poland (2), UK (2), Italy, France, Portugal, Germany, 
Austria, Greece, Czech Republic, Hungary and Romania. It became increasingly 
apparent that the theme stressed a largely southern European phenomenon and that 
speakers from north of the Alps had difficulty in providing examples which 
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matched those of Italy, Spain and Greece. 

Robert Higham (in absentia) and Andrew Saunders provided a joint paper, 
'Private Defence in British Medieval Towns', subtitled 'Or why there is a lack of 
fortified houses in English towns' while, at the same time, acknowledging the 
existence of urban fortified houses in medieval Scotland and Ireland. 

Luis de Mora Figueroa of Cadiz University made probably the most telling 
contribution in demonstrating that the urban fortified house in Spain was a la te 15th 
century phenomenon. It bore no relation to the struggle between Moslem and 
Cliristian. It derived from the period of fighting between noble families in some 
towns and had a strong symbolic character. It was related to the creation of many 
late-medieval castles in Spain. 

The conference included excursions to fortified towns and houses in Merida and 
Caceres and visits to Monroy Castle and Trujillo Castle itself which has its origins 
as an Arab fortress of the 9th century. Next year the Council will meet in 
Copenhagen to coincide with the city's year as European cultural capital. The theme 
will be 'Defences of Waterways'. 

Andrew Saunders, London. 

POITIERS CONFERENCE 

Four members of CSG spoke at an international conference held in Poitiers in 
November 1994 entitled Fortification in Plantagenet Lands, 12th-14th centuries. 

Peter Jones spoke on Arrowslits in Edwardian castles in North Wales; Tom 
McNeill spoke on The Limits of Plantagenet Power: Royal Castles in Ireland; Jean 
Mesqui spoke on Towers with Arrowslits in Royal Plantagenet castles 1160-1205; 
Derek Renn spoke on Plantagenet castles in England in the second half of the twelfth 
century. 

The papers are likely to be published in Cahiers de Civilisation Medievales X-XIIe 
siecles 

Derek Renn 

CASTLES IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE: A RESOURCE PACK FORTE ACHERS 

Enclosed with this Newsletter is a flyer advertising a resource pack written 
"primarily for teachers (but) of use to any individual or organization with an 
interest in thehistoric environment of Northamptonshire or in the general theme of 
castles". Produced by Kim Lanning, Vikki Pearson and David Walker, the pack 
comprises a Teachers' Guide (on Curriculum data, learning objectives, classroom 
activities and site visit arrangements), a brief History of the county's castles, a 
Gazetteer of sites (approx. 30) with grid references, physical data and access 
information and finally individual information sheets on some specific sites with 
plans, notes and other illustrations. The standard of production is high and all the 
items are contained in a substantial folder which will assist their use in the field. 
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YORKSHIRE CASTLES 

Steve Sneyd ( | 
^ • ) has produced two popular booklets, on castles and fortified sites in south 
Yorkshire and West Yorkshire. Copies are available direct from him (above 
address) at £2.50 each + 20p.p&p. 

CURRENT RESEARCH IN SCOTLAND 

1. RCAHMS and Historic Scotland are collaborating in the production of a 
monograph on the castles of Argyll. It will contain offprinted articles from the Royal 
Commission's Inventory of Argyll, volumes 1,2 and 7, relating to the Argyll castles 
and associated chapels in Historic Scotland's care: Castle Sween; Dunstaffnage 
Castle and Chapel; Skipness Castle and Kilbrannan Chapel; Kilchurn Castle; and 
Camassarie Castle. Summaries of information derived from archaeological excava
tions carried out since the date of survey will also be included. It may also contain 
copy-extracts from all the'Castles, Towers and Fortifications' introductory sections 
in the Argyll series. Summer 1996 is the planned publication date; price is not yet 
known. Further details will be circulated to members of Castle Studies Group as 
soon as they are available. 

2. Members of the (Scottish) Baronial Research Group (B ARG) are contributing to 
a volume of essays on Scottish castle- and tower-building families to be edited by 
Geoffrey Stell and Richard Oram. Drawing on the results of recent research, the 
volume will provide a series of essentially historical approaches to the theme of 
building patronage, examining in detail many of the most active and powerful 
families in the castle-building era (e.g. the Campbells, Comyns, Douglases, Gordons, 
Humes, MacDonalds, MacKenzies, Maxwells, Sinclairs and Stewarts) and setting 
their works in context with royal, prelatical and other lesser builders. Publication 
is scheduled for 1997; final details should be available and announced in the next 
CSG Newsletter. 

Geoffrey Stell, RCAHMS, Edinburgh 

INFORMATION ON MEMBERS' ACTIVITIES 

There has been a general fall in the number of entries sent in over the last couple 
of years. Lef s hear more in 1996! 

Mary Alexander is working at Guildford Museum and studying for a Ph.D. (part-time) 
at the University of Reading on the history of Guildford Castle. She has already 
written an MA dissertation on Guildford Castle under Henry III based mainly on 
published calendars of royal documents. Ph.D. work includes a detailed study of the 
surviving walls (which has never been done before), bringing together all the 
documentary references and relating the castle to the development of the town, as 
Well as taking into account the excavations by Rob Poulton in the bailey. 
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Dr. CL.H.Coulson is preparing for publication: 

Castles and Society: a social documentary offortresses andfortifying in France, England 
and Ireland in the Central Middle Ages (book). 

Cultural Realities and Reappraisals in English Castle Study - (a Manifesto for the 
future of the subject and review of new directions taken by scholars since 1979) 
-(paper). 

Valois powers over fortresses on the eve of the Hundred Years War (Harlaxton 
Symposium 1995) - showing the continuing vitality of rendability etc. and the 
prevalence of non-military factors into the war years after 1337 (paper). 

lnpro$pect(paper)Thesalvationoftherealmar\c\Thesavmgofprivilege:Castlesand 
their Lords in the defence of England c. 1337 to c. 1413 (showing the prevalence of 
social factors in North, central, south and Marcher England in the use, construc
tion and political history of castles of all kinds). 

Dr. Richard Jones is currently cannibalising his doctoral thesis (Die State of Fortification 
in Lancastrian Normandy 1417-50) for various publications in England and France. A 
gazetteer of Norman castles used by the English at this period - together with a 
catalogue of exact manuscript sources relevant to English fortification work - will be 
produced separately. Present research has moved into the fourteenth century, with 
the aim of understanding further the defensive policies of the French prior to the 
English invasions of 1415 and 1417. 

Beryl Lott of Nottingham University has written a Ph.D. (for submission Autumn 1995) 
on Medieval Buildings in Westmorland - whose main subject of interest is in placing 
medieval buildings in their social and economic contexts. The study group com
prises secular building from the establishment of mottes in the area, baronial castles 
and largely manorial building up to 1500. These are being considered both in the 
light of the tenurial and agricultural systems prevailing in the area prior to the period 
and of their place in the settlement pattern, as well as in the context of political status 
and wealth of the builders - involving both archaeological analysis of standing 
buildings and documentary research. 

Her completed MA thesis (1992) was an evaluation of Faulkner's planning typology 
and its application to medieval buildings before 1400 in the Midlands, Its main 
theme was an evaluation of whether 'upper halls' were halls or solars and whether 
surviving single masonry buildings should be seen as independent or part of larger 
building/complex of mixed building techniques. 

John R.Kenyon is preparing a short book for Carnegie Publishing; basically a guide to 
architectural features. He is writing the Castles chapter for thePembrokeshire County 
History: the Middle Ages, making use of the Gazetteer compiled by David Cathcart 
King. In 1996 he hopes to begin work on a book on warfare in Britain c. 1050 to 1272. 

James R.Mathieu - proposed Ph.D. dissertation (Pennsylvania) Assessing the develop
ment of the medieval English state through the spatial analysis of castles. His unpublished 
Master's Dissertation (York) was on The Use of Space in Four Edwardian Castles 
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Paul Remf ry is continuing research into the castles of Wales and the Border, as well as 
the castles of border barons in Normandy. 

Ann Reynolds is engaged in an M.Phil. thesis on 'The Castles of the Welsh in the 12th 
and 13th centuries' at the University of Wales, Lampeter. This thesis covers all the 
known indigenous Welsh sites, such as Dolbadaru, Dolf orwyn and Drysl wyn. She 
is attempting to define the role of these castles within Welsh society, and is 
examining issues such as siting, building style and inspiration, the contemporary 
role of the castles and the symbolism they may or may not have embodied. She is 
keen to enter into correspondence with anyone interested in these sites and is 
particularly interested to hear any viewsconcerningthesitesofMorgraig,Camdochar 
and Dinas Emrys. She wishes to locate any known Welsh earthwork sites, such as 
Prysor or Tomen Ddreiniog. 

Dr. Henry Summerson is researching the documentary history of Brougham Castle, 
Cumbria for an English Heritage monograph. 

Jason Wood continues to manage work for Lancaster University Archaeological Unit at 
a number of castles in Northern England and the West Midlands. During 1995, 
archive and assessment work was undertaken on Brougham (for English Heritage), 
Dudley (for Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council), and Lancaster (for Lancashire 
County Council) following completion of field projects on these sites. New 
fieldwork was initiated at Lancaster (for HM Prison Service), Kendal (for South 
Lakeland District Council), and Pendragon (for R.Frankland), while assessment 
reports on Bolton (for H.Orde-Powlett) and Pendragon, and an analytical report on 
Dudley, were commissioned. Following earlier consultancy work, Mr. Wood acted 
as managing agent for the recording and conservation works at Kendal, coordinat
ing the activities of a range of experts and practices on behalf of the local authority. 
Work of a similar nature, and including the design of an interpretation scheme, will 
commence shortly at Egremont (for Copeland Borough Council), as will a feasibility 
study on Gleaston (for South Lakeland District Council). 

New Members at 31st October 1995 

Stephen R. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H 

Alexander, Mrs. M.E. Guildford Museum, Castle Arch, Guildford, Surrey GUI 3SX 

A.P., ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H 
Nicholas, | 

Carlton, David, • 

Caunt, Josephine, • 

Coe, BeryL^^^^^^^^^H 

Dransart, Dr. P.Z., 
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Dufaery, Derek, | 

Edgington, Susan, | 

Emson, Celia Ms, 

Farrar, J.D., | 

Flynn, Simon, • 

Harding, J.J., | 

Hollwey, Charles, • 

Linthwaite Mrs. Sigrid, | 

Lott, Beryl, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ | 

March, Miss L.J., | 

Mathieu, James R. | 

Pearson, Helen & Christopher, | 

Perry, M i c h a e L ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H 

Remf ry, Paul, Ron & Elizabeth, | 

Reynolds, Ann, | 

Sherlock, D.A., ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Summerson, Dr. H.R.T. | 

Ubregts, Dr.William,| 

David, | 

Whitworth, Alan, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H 

Young, Bob, | 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS 

David, | 

Dowdall-Brown, Gilbert, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ l 

Nigel, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H 

L . G , | 

Simon, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H 

Sussex Archaeological Society, Bull House, 92 High Street, Lewes, East Sussex BN7 
1XH 
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