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Balgonie Castle seen from the south-west, with the original tower-house on the left. The original semiruinous entrance is in the SW corner, to the right of the round turret and a guardroom and prison can be seen
within. Whilst the wikipedia entry for Balgonie insists that the tower is dated to the 1360s, the RCAHMS entry
suggests early C15.
Balgonie Castle really is one of the most interesting
15th century buildings in the Fife region. It stands
just over a mile south-east of Markinch on the steep
right bank of the River Leven, which originally
flowed below the castle walls. It is an early 15thcentury tower-house, set at the north-west angle of a
later barmkin or enclosure, the north and east sides
of which consist of ranges of outbuildings and the
entrance to which is covered by a banquette and
ditch. MacGibbon & Ross note that ‘the keep in
particular is one of the best of its class in Scotland’
The tower is unusually well finished. It is oblong on
plan, measures 65 feet from ground to parapet, and
has four storeys beneath the wall-head. A plinth and
a moulded basement-course return round it at
ground level. The walls are of well-pointed ashlar,
in some places cubical and elsewhere varying from
13 to 16 inches in height and from 2 to 3 feet in
length. The battlements, with a few courses of the
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masonry below, have been renewed in the later 16th
century. In the absence of any stair connecting the
two lower storeys a separate entrance was necessary
and traces of these can be seen in the east wall,
though now much obscured through alteration. The
ground floor chamber which measures 27 by 17 ft
had narrow slit windows of 3 inches daylight to
north, south and west, and a hatch in the vaulted
roof. There is no fireplace.
The first floor, which was also vaulted was originally reached by a fore-stair, and the door opened into
the ‘screens’ as is clear from the remains of the
partition still discernable on the side walls. The
space enclosed has been 8 feet broad and lit from a
window beside the entrance and from another looking north, the latter having corbels below the sill to
support some feature that has disappeared. From
the north-east corner a spiral stair rose within the
thickness of the two walls to the floor above and
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ABOVE: Balgonie Castle from the east corner of the courtyard, as MacGibbon and Ross saw it in 1890. The
north wing is unroofed, but the south range buildings have now gone. BELOW: The castle from the
south-west. Lean-to labourer’s cottages are on the outside of the barmkin wall, and have now been removed.
It is clear that Balgonie once had palatial pretensions, but the environment is now sadly degraded.
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Balgonie Castle. The north range, to the east of the tower and staircase hall, contains the original vaulted
kitchen and storerooms with lodgings above. Dated (basement or lower storey) to c. 1496.
ultimately to the parapet. The opening at the stair-foot
belongs to a later stage in the history of the building,
having been contrived to give access to a 17th century
addition. What lay beyond the ‘screens’ was presumably the hall. It has no fireplace but an open hearth is
indicated by two outlets for smoke formed in the
gables. The windows are small, and two of them have
open breasts with seats in the embrasures. All of them
have cusped arched heads and the one in the south is
built in two orders. The lower part of the vault is of
ashlar, the upper part of rubble. Above the hall are
two further floors, each with a fireplace and connected by a turnpike, or spiral stair. The keep is topped by
a pitched roof with crow- stepped gables. Outside, the
parapet walk and cannon spouts are of 17th century
origin, and contemporary with the enlarged windows.
Some of the smaller trefoil-headed original windows
survive. These two upper floors are family rooms
where the present Laird of Balgonie and his family
reside. They are described in detail the RCAHMS
entry.

The lands and the castle were left to a daughter of
the Sibbalds, the original owners, who married Sir
Robert Lundie. He extended the castle in 1496,
following his appointment as Lord High Treasurer
of Scotland. Sir Robert built a two-storey (north)
range of buildings to the east of the keep, enlarging
the accommodation with a long hall and a solar.
This range incorporated an earlier corner tower and
the 14th century chapel. James IV visited Balgonie
on 20 August 1496, and gave 18 shillings to the
masons as a gift.
In the basement of the north range are a series of
vaulted rooms; one is now used as a chapel, the other,
the ‘Lundie Room’ a reception room. The remainder
of the range above, and the east buildings, are now
roofless, but substantial walls and chimney stacks
remain. The remains of earlier buildings within the
courtyard were uncovered during excavations in
1978. It appears that these were demolished in the
early 17th century to allow further rebuilding.
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Balgonie Castle. View from the west. Small centre door a late insertion. BELOW: Left: small window in the
Tower. Right: Two corbelled out latrines on the north face of the tower, which, inexplicably, are positioned
directly one above the other.
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Balgonie. The corner of the north and east ranges. In 1706 the 3rd earl of Leven (General Sir Alexander
Leslie) erected the three storey range (above right) which replaced a screen wall that linked the north range
to the C17 two-storey house in the SE angle of the enclosure (out of view). Balgonie was a high-status,
palatial complex by the beginning of the C18.
In 1824 the castle was sold to James Balfour of
Whittingehame, father of James Maitland Balfour,
and grandfather of Arthur Balfour, who served as
British Prime Minister from 1902-1905. He was
unable to arrest the decay which was advancing,
and in the mid-19th century the roofs were removed
to avoid paying tax on the property. Much vandalism occurred in the 1960s, and it was not until 1971
that restoration of the castle, then owned by David
Maxwell, began. Work continued through the
1970s and 1980s, aided by European funding, as
part of European Architectural Heritage Year, in
1975. The keep and chapel have now been fully
restored, and the castle is once again lived in by its
current owner and laird, Raymond Morris, and his
family. The castle is open to the public, and the
restored ‘chapel’ and great hall can be hired for
events such as weddings. The current owners have
expressed their intentions to continue the restoration of the entire building.
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