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Castle Campbell from the south-west. The castle stands in solemn and lofty isolation on a narrow ridge
overlooked by a crescent of the Ochil Hills. The stronghold came into possession of the chief of Clan
Campbell in the 1460s.
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Castle Campbell, from the north-west. Dominated by the well-preserved C15 tower-house in the north-east
section of the courtyard. Image © A. Fyfe.
Castle Campbell, lowland seat of the Dukes of
Argyll, is situated above the town of Dollar, Clackmannanshire. It was the seat of the earls and dukes
of Argyll, chiefs of Clan Campbell, and was visited
by Mary, Queen of Scots, in the 16th century. Like
many Scottish castles its significant landmark is the
15th century tower-house, and over time it developed into a complex with more palatial accretions:
the south range c. 1500 with its splendid state apartment on the first floor, the east range of c. 1590,
which included the two-bay loggia at ground level.
By this date the old tower had lost its role as a lordly
residence, now serving as the ‘lettermeat hall’.
Castle Campbell was built to serve three main purposes: to provide accommodation for a leading
member of the aristocracy and his extensive household; to provide adequate defence for them; and to
look impressive, a conspicuous statement of its
lord’s wealth and power. The level of importance of
these needs fluctuated, though in general, as time
went on, comfort, architectural ambition and elegance overtook defensibility. The accommodation
required was extensive. There had to be not only a

residence for the lord and his immediate family, but
also lodgings for his extensive household, from
high-ranking officials to menials, as well as guests.
These included royalty who likewise had large travelling households. Castle Campbell shows how
these needs were originally met, and also how they
changed over time, to meet the increasing aspirations of comfort and privacy.
Visitors to Castle Campbell included Protestant
preacher John Knox in 1556 and seven years later,
in 1563, Mary Queen of Scots who stayed from 9th
to the 12th of January. She had come to attend the
wedding of her kinsman James Stewart, Lord
Doune, to Margaret, sister of the 5th earl of Argyll.
The festivities included banquets and masques; one
of these included guests dressing up as shepherds
and playing lutes. Two years later however, Argyll
had thrown in his lot with those who were in rebellion against the queen. In September 1565, Mary
and Darnley, her second husband whom she had
newly wed, passed close to Dollar Glen during their
campaign against the rebels - the so-called ‘Chaseabout Raid’ - and received surrender of the castle.
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ABOVE: Castle Campbell - floor plans and section from MacGibbon & Ross. South at the top. The south
range looks remarkably similar to the south range at Falkland palace (at least on plan).
BELOW: Section North-south, showing the vaulting of the tower-house.
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Castle Campbell - Entrance into the courtyard in the NE corner. Two wide-mouthed gun loops guard the
approach. The gate-passage had one inward opening two-leafed door.
The Entrance Front:
The thick stone wall enclosing the castle courtyard
was built in the fifteenth century. The projecting
entrance with its quirked-edge roll-moulding, may be
later - perhaps early 16th century. Two wide-mouth
gun loops - fashionable in the 16th century flank the
gateway. The gate doors were strengthened from behind by a timber drawbar, the deep slot for which is
visible in the gate-passage. There appears to have
been no yett behind the door jambs Also in the vaulted
passage are a stone bench and a locker. The guardroom, now the castle shop, was originally reached
from the west (right) side of the passage. All of this
provided an essentially passive form of defence, sufficient to repel a lightly-armed raid, but certainly not
enough to withstand a siege supported by artillery. In
an age when clan feuds often led to armed hostility
such defences were perfectly adequate.
The Tower:
Traditionally dated to the 1480s, it has recently been
reassessed and it is more likely that this should dated
to the 1430s. The present tower stands on a grassy
mound that may have originated as a motte of a type

introduced to Scotland by the Anglo-Norman and
Flemish settlers in the 12th century. The architecture
of the existing tower suggests it was built in the
early 15th century. Its simple oblong form, thick
walls and few windows were features typical of this
earliest generation of Scottish tower-houses. If
built about 1430, it would have been built by John
Stewart, Lord of Lorn, who was murdered in 1463.
The 1st Earl of Campbell acquired the castle
through marriage in 1465 and gained a tower that
had previously been damaged.
Originally the tower had two entrances. The one in
the west was primarily a service entrance, but the
principal entrance was on the south side at first
floor level (guidebook). When the courtyard was
later lowered the threshold of the service entrance
was also lowered, and the present timber stair takes
visitors in at the original level. The tower comprises
of four storeys, with the first two storeys barrel
vaulted. The top received a vault in the 1590s, as
illustrated by Billings. This has cross-ribs with a
ridge rib running from end to end. Its highlight is a
pair of green man masks: oil lamps would have
been suspended from their mouths.
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Castle Campbell. The tower-house from the north-east. Its lack of windows suggests an early C15 date. The
parapet above the corbel line appears to be C19 restoration. Latrine chutes are in the NE and NW corners.
The corner roundels each contain a water-spout, but the one in the NW corner (left, below) is the only one
that survives. It represents a (headless) gryphon. Images © A. Fyfe
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Castle Campbell. The tower-house from the west. The ground-floor entrance is seen as the service entrance.
The ground-level has been lowered and levelled, hence the need for modern wooden steps. Image © A. Fyfe
THE CASTLE STUDIES GROUP JOURNAL NO 27: 2013-14

13

CSG Annual Conference - Stirling - April 2013 - Castle Campbell

Castle Campbell. From Billings ‘Antiquities of Scotland’, 1845-52, Vol. 1. The interior of the top two floors
of the tower. The inserted vault (1590s) has cross-ribs with a ridge rib running from end to end. Its highlight
is a pair of green man masks: oil lamps would have been suspended from their mouths. The wooden floor has
since been re-instated.
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Castle Campbell. The east range, c. 1590, joining the tower (left) to the south range and incorporating a
spacious stair tower that replaced the spiral within the tower. A ground level loggia is formed of two segmental
arches carried on a central pier of clustered shafts. Such arcades are rare in Scotland - examples exist at Huntly
and St Andrews. Image © A. Fyfe.
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ABOVE: Castle Campbell. The range along the south side of the courtyard was built c. 1500. It included an
impressive state apartment on the first floor comprising:kitchen, hall, outer chamber and inner bedchamber,
with a wardrobe and more private family rooms above. BELOW: The cellars below were entered from a
covered passage (now open to the elements), while a vaulted pend at the west end gave access to the garden to
the south. Image © A. Fyfe
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Detail of the east range loggia. The façade is built of fine close-jointed ashlar. Above the loggia were two stacked
galleries that joined the tower to the south range; where the family could take their exercise in inclement weather
while admiring the portraits of the family hanging from the side walls. Image © A. Fyfe.
The current Historic Scotland guidebook (Chris
Tabraham, 2009) is a handsomely produced guide,
well illustrated and clearly presented, with bird’s
eye views, some reconstructions and it covers two
main themes. First, a logical tour of the castle,
covering its principal features - entrance front; tower, with upper floor analysis; the south range; east
range; and the gardens, with John Knox’s Pulpit.
This is followed by an interesting and lively synopsis of the castle’s history from 1460, a timeline, a
section on Clan Campbell, John Knox, Mary Queen
of Scots, the ‘1595 Inventory’, a ‘Covenanting
stronghold’, and finally ‘Cromwell and the end’. All
key stages in the castle’s eventful history.
For castle studies buffs, a copy of Cruden’s guidebook is still handy for more detailed architectural
descriptions of certain sections. The current guidebook also lacks a phased colour-coded plan, a concerning trend in the HS series, (other new
guidebooks are also missing these phased plans, e.g.
Linlithgow) and recourse has to be made back to the
Cruden guidebook, page 14, which has a floor-plan
of each of the four floors of the tower.
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