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Falkland Palace. The High St/ East Port is dominated by the imposing south front and its French influenced
gatehouse. Previous Page: Engraving by David Roberts (1796-1864). It draws on the Romantic atmosphere
of the palace during its years of decline. The original hangs in the Keeper’s Dressing Room in the palace.

Falkland Palace, Fife (1500-13 James IV, 1537-42
James V) is a former royal palace of the Scottish
kings. It was a hunting palace, more a place to relax
than a place of State. The Scottish Crown acquired
Falkland Castle from MacDuff of Fife in the 14th
century. Today It is a cluster of architectural gems
difficult to categorise - built in a mixture of styles Gothic, Baronial, Franco -Scottish with Italianate
overtones. In short, it’s a Renaissance masterpiece.
Today it is an L-shaped, two-sided building, with
the foundations of a third side (the Great Hall) to the
north which was burnt by Cromwell’s troops in
1654. The courtyard was closed off by a 5 ft wall to
the west. At the west end of the south range (or

quarter) is the three storey gatehouse (1539-41)
similar in style to the north-west tower of the Palace
of Holyroodhouse. The pend entrance is sandwiched between large round towers, crenellated,
with a chemin de ronde and conical roofs. The rest
of the south range (1511-13) is a fusion of styles.
On the south side - the street frontage - vertical
Gothic blends with Renaissance. Niched buttresses
intersect string courses and an elaborately corbelled
parapet. The rear courtyard facade of the lean-to
corridor, refaced in 1537-42 has finely detailed
buttresses of Corinthian columns. In each bay two
roundels were carved by French masons. The roof
is alternately punctuated by lofty classically coped
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Falkland Palace. Plan of the palace from MacGibbon & Ross. 1880s prior to the Bute restoration. Note the
south range is labelled ‘hall’. Inset: The C16 tennis (catchpule) court, still in use.
chimneys and segmental pedimented dormers. The
ground floor accommodation is vaulted. The first
floor has habitable rooms, the second floor contains
the Chapel Royal, a stately chamber with an oak
ceiling, c. 1540, painted 1633, and timber screen, c.
1540. The spiral stair in the squat tower to the east
has a great hollow newel. Of the east range, only the
wall of the courtyard facade c. 1510 which generally
matches that of the south range, remains. There is a
matching staircase tower at the north end and some
vaulted cellarage. On the east side, originally a
projection,but now standing like a towerhouse with
its own guardroom, postern and staircase turret is
Croce House, (Cross-house) 1529-32, where 19th
century rebuilding has restored the ‘King’s Bedchamber’. Falkland was James V’s favourite place
and Mary, Queen of Scots (b. 1542) who loved
hunting in its forests was a frequent visitor. Mary of
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Guildres (Guelders) (the wife of James II) ordered
a new coalhouse and the Duke of Rothesay was
allegedly murdered here. Charles I continued the
royal patronage. By the end of the 19th century,
restoration was becoming a scholarly process. Lord
Treasurers’ and Masters of Works’ accounts were
studied before architect John Kinross started work
on the chapel range and the gatehouse for the 3rd
Marquess of Bute in 1887. Since 1962, when the
National Trust for Scotland was appointed Deputy
Keeper of the Palace, further careful restoration has
been undertaken. The east wing was undergoing
conservation and consolidation on the CSG’s visit.
The grounds include a stable block ((1528-31) and
a Catchpule (1540-1) (restored 1890), an enclosed
court attached to the stable block where Royalty
indulged in an early form of tennis. In the grounds
are also the remains of the Macduff castle.
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Falkland Palace. Gatehouse from the south-west, completed by 1541. Parapet corbelling decorated with
cable mouldings. Rooms to either side of the gate-passage are labeled ‘guardrooms’. On the west side there
is a bottle-shaped ‘prison’ below the floor, which unfortunately could not be inspected on the day of our visit.
Similar in style to the north-west tower of Holyroodhouse, both towers were the work of John Brownhill, the
King’s master mason. The gate-piers date from the late-nineteenth century.
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Falkland Palace. The south façade facing the High St. (c. 1511-13). Note the Gothic detail and the iron grilles
in contrast to the courtyard façade. The line of gun loops just above ground; on the buttresses between the
double-windows of the Chapel Royal the niches for statues, of which little remains. They were probably of
Christ and saints, carved by Peter Flemisman in 1539.
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ABOVE: Falkland Palace. The courtyard from the north, with the prominent central south range corridor.
BELOW: The south range (with its attached lean-to corridor) (1537-42). Here James V’s French masons
were given full play, and the result is a ‘display of early Renaissance architecture without parallel in the
British Isles….The two courtyard fronts at Falkland are the earliest surviving Renaissance façades in
Britain’. (Mark Girouard). The work and appearance is comparable to the French Château of VillersCotterêts (1515-35).
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Fig. 6. Durham Castle. Ground plan. Adapted from a plan of about 1775, found in the Old Exchequer Offices, Durham
Note. This plan is drawn showing the south side of the Castle at the top. From: 'The city of Durham: The castle' in, ‘A
History of the County of Durham’:Vol. 3 (1928), pp. 64-91. www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=42607
Date accessed: 16 April 2012. The ‘Old Tower’ is drawn as gutted, and as a regular octagon (which it is not).However,
the interior masonry stubs appear to indicate the remains of stair turrets at the angles, but they could be a mixture of
stairs, ovens, fireplaces and a well.

Falkland Palace. The courtyard façade of the south range. Cross-windows without grilles, buttresses becoming classical pilasters with Corinthian columns, capitals and entablatures. Medallions by French masons.
30
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Falkland Palace. The courtyard side of the gatehouse pend. The unfinished section probably designed for the
continuation of the passageway into a Grand Entrance feature.. When King James V died in 1542, the work
on the south range stopped. Although the Queen dowager Mary of Lorraine completed some work on the
roofs and gutters, the spring of an unfinished arch and the tusking to the rear of the gatehouse marked the
end of any future building operations.
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Falkland Palace. From the north. Copperplate engraving by the famous engraver and cartographer Pierre
(or Pieter) van der Aa (1659-1733) published for the miniature edition of ‘Estates of Great Britain and
Ireland’. London, c. 1727 by James Beeverell. Size to the plate mark is 5.1/2 x 6.1/2 inches or (14 x 16cm).
Pieter van der Aa was a Leiden bookseller and publisher.
The South Range of 1537-42, ‘a display of early
Renaissance architecture without parallel in the British Isles’, (Girouard) remains incomplete. The extensive additions and decorations were started about
the same time that James V was preparing to be
married. In 1537 he went to France to marry Magdelene, the daughter of François I, but she died within
a few weeks of arriving in Scotland. He married
secondly in 1538, Mary Lorraine who the French
king had adopted as another daughter and richly
endowed for the marriage alliance. James V employed French masons on the courtyard side. Nicholas Roy a French master mason, recommended by
the Duc de Guise, Mary of Lorraine’s father, started
work in 1538 with his three accompanying assistants. They carved the round medallions which flank
the five great windows of the upper storey facing the
courtyard. They are in pairs, and contain allegorical
busts of heroes and heroines of classical mythology:
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such as Achilles and Breisis, Paris and Helen, Jason
and Medea and Leander and Hero. When the widow, Mary of Lorraine became Regent, the cares of
government leading up to the Reformation prevented Mary from continuing her husband’s building
plans for the embellishment of Falkland. But the
few years she spent with James V were enough to
provide Scotland with ‘the finest monument to the
Auld Alliance’. The courtyard buttresses bear the
date 1539, the Scot’s Royal badge of the thistle, and
the French fleur-de-lys, together with the initials of
James and Mary: IRSDG [Iacobus Rex Scotorum
Dei Gratia] and Maria RDG [Maria Regina Dei
Gratia]. These were the parents of Mary, Queen of
Scots who spent some of her happiest days at Falkland ‘playing the country girl in its park and
woods’. She came here each year from 1561-65,
until finally imprisoned in Lochleven Castle in
1567, following years of intrigue.
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Falkland Palace. The ruined east range. Built by James IV (c. 1510) and embellished by James V, with the
spiral staircase turret to the north. French master mason Moyce Martyne added the pilaster buttresses in
1537 and also the windows with Tudor hood-moulds. Photo taken before present conservation began.

Falkland Palace. The Well Tower. The foundations of two circular towers, connected by a curtain wall, lie
to the north of Falkland Palace. They evidently represent the remains of the ‘Tower of Falkland’ which was
levelled in 1337, later rebuilt (and considerably enlarged in the late 15th century) and finally abandoned in
1542, on the partial completion of the Palace.
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Falkland Palace. Plan of the east range from the 1965 NT guidebook. ‘King’s Bed Chamber’ restored by
Bute. The Great Hall was added in the 1450s by James II. (James II was killed accidentally by an exploding
cannon in 1460 when besieging Roxburgh Castle). There are no detailed plans in the current guidebook.
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http://www.nts.org.uk/learn/virtualfalkland.php
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