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Ravenscraig Castle. A view of the enigmatic castle, landward side, from the north-west. The Western Tower
is, in reality, a tower-house, fortified and residential, and the castle, though not the West Tower, was
occupied for a time by Mary of Gueldres in the 1460s. The West Tower was probably built or completed when
the castle was taken over by the Sinclairs in the 1470s.
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Ravenscraig Castle. A view of the castle from the south-west at beach level, of the squared-off rear to the
1470s residential West Tower (in effect a tower-house). The gabled roof is a later addition.

Plan of Ravenscraig Castle (after RCAHMS)
Key: A=Postern B=Vaulted Cellars
C=Entrance passage D=Guard room
E=Chamber, F=Stair down.
Lighter shading = 17th century
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ABOVE: Ravenscraig Castle. Section, east-west looking north. BELOW: East Tower from the north.
Tabraham, Fawcett and others believe that the East Tower was built first and was the tower that Mary of
Guelders used in 1463, and that the West Tower was built by the Sinclairs after 1470.
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Ravenscraig Castle. Details of the inverted keyhole gun-ports. 1. East Tower facing west. 2. West Tower
facing east. 3. East Tower facing east. 4. Central link block section over entrance.
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Ravenscraig Castle. Landward side, from the north. The entrance between the East and West flanking towers,
studded with gun-ports, and, above the arched entrance two wide-mouthed openings for small guns (later
C17 additions).
Ravenscraig Castle
Ravenscraig, Fife, could, by popular opinion, be the
first castle in Britain built specifically designed for
defence by firearms. This interesting structure was
begun in 1460 by James II for his wife, Mary of
Guelders, perhaps as a dower house, only a few
months before his death at the siege of Roxburgh on
3rd August. The castle is positioned on a prominent
and exposed rocky site jutting into Kirkcaldy Bay.
The rock rises as sheer cliff on the west side to about
70ft above the beach and falls away to the east in
steep terraces. A wide natural gully divides the site
from the mainland, and this was artificially extended. The front of the castle facing the northern landward end of the promontory consists of a range of
buildings with a well-fortified gate-passage in the
middle, at ground-floor level. At each end of the
range was a huge D-plan tower with walls l0-l4ft
thick to landward, both projecting into the ditch. The
West Tower is still four storeys high plus a (later)
garret but without its roof, and has a vaulted basement which was at the same level as the ground floor
of the centre range whose chambers and passages
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are also vaulted. The towers were (at some stage)
given keyhole gun-ports, some of them designed to
accommodate falconets (very small cannons).
When the upper part of the central range was completed, serving as an artillery platform (rather than
a great hall as originally planned) the parapet contained wide-mouth openings for small guns, probably indicating a late sixteenth century date. The
Eastern Tower, three-storeyed with rounded front
projecting into the ditch, has its basement storey
and half the first storey below the level of the
ground floor of the central range, the top storey
being in line with the central range’s ceiling. Each
tower had its own well. The outer wall of the western tower stands sheer on a slope down to the beach.
The western tower is in reality a tower-house, both
fortified and residential. Each storey had mural
chambers, central rooms, and garderobes. There
were kitchens and other offices in a detached range
behind the tower towards the end of the promontory. The whole front of the castle today presents a
formidable array of gun-ports, through whether
they were actually planned in the 1460s is another
question. A sheep in wolf’s clothing.
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John Thompson, ‘Ravenscraig Castle from the Shore, with Kirkcaldy in the Distance (oil on panel 62 x 97 cm
(24 1/2 x 38 in), completed before 1840. This romantic view belies its present day environment.
The present on-site display panel notes: ‘We dont
know why Ravenscraig was built. It’s possible that
James and Mary intended the castle as a fortress to
guard the Firth of Forth, but since most of the
defences were added later we cannot be sure. Whatever the original plans, they were interrupted when
Mary died in 1463’. Tabraham further commented
(1997), ‘the myth that this was a purpose built
artillery fort must surely be laid to rest’ (p. 135).
The site is presently unmanned and access is restricted. There is no admittance into the towers, and
Historic Scotland do not seem to have any current
literature. The best source of detailed information is
probably the 1933 RCAHMS description.
The town of Kirkcaldy predates Ravenscraig Castle
by at least four hundred years. But since the castle
was built in the 1460s the town has reached out to
envelop it. Ravenscraig Park itself remains an oasis,
but the castle looks westward over industrial development towards the centre of Kirkcaldy, and the
remains of its towers are echoed by the nearby
residential tower blocks built in the 1960s. More
recently still, a development of low rise flats has
taken place along the line of the ridge just to the
south, inland from the castle, which has harmed and
compromised its environment.
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