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Dear Member 

At the first Informal meeting of the group, during the conference In April 
at Gregynog, there was unanimous support for an annual Newsletter which 
would help members keep In touch with each other and provide news of 
general interest. We are, of course, open to suggestions about the format 
and content of future Newsletters, so please send us your ideas! This 
first issue is fairly slim and is inevitably dominated by the list of 
members. Future Issues will only contain the names and addresses of new 
members. Members are Invited to send news Items to the Secretary for 
Inclusion In the next Newsletter, but please remember that such items must 
be of very general interest or they will have lost their "news" value by 
this time next year. 

How better to start this first Newsletter than with brief tribute to the 
conference during which the Group was launched, at GREGYNOG, POWYS, April 
3rd - 5th, 1987. With a theme of CASTLES IN WALES AND THE MARCHES, the 
weekend provided eight lectures on recent or current research and field 
visits to Dolforwyn and Montgomery. The conference was also used as an 
occasion to honour the work of Oavid Cathcart King, and a volume entitled 
Castles in Wales and the Marches: essays in honour of D.J. Cathcart King 
(see Recent Publications for details) was presented to him. 
Congratulations to the editors of the volume, John Kenyon and Richard 
Avent, and to the conference organizer, Chris Arnold, for an excellent 
weekend. 

The evening session on the Saturday at Gregynog was devoted to an informal 
first meeting of the Castle Studies Group, as a result of which a STEERING 
COMMITTEE was elected/vclajjteered, consis-tiiig of Bob Higbam, Lawrence 
Butler, John Kenyon, Denys Pringle, Tom McNeill and David Johnson, the 
first acting as general secretary, the others representing England, Wales, 
Scotland, Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland respectively. The 
various matters which the committee has since pursued are described below. 

MEDIEVAL ARCHAEOLOGY:THE PAST AND THE FUTURE; a one day conference 
organized by the Society for Medieval Archaeology, 15th April, 1987, at 
University College, London. The day was devoted to reports on the work of 
the various topic groups within British medieval archaeology. Bob Higham 
gave a brief report on the conception and birth of the Castles Studies 
Group, which was useful in bringing its existence to a wider audience. 
Several new members have joined as a result. 

REPORT FOR INCLUSION IN THE JOURNAL OF THE SOCIETY FOR MEDIEVAL 
ARCHAEOLOGY. 

Following the Society's decision to publish annually a report from each 
topic group, the following paragraph has been submitted:-

In December 1985 a Council meeting of the Society considered a proposal for 
the formation of a specialist topic group devoted to the study of castles. 
The idea met with general approval and throughout 1988 much correspondence 
took place to establish the potential support throughout the British Isles. 
This proved to be widespread: there had never been a group of this sort, 
despite the proliferation of other 'topic groups' in medieval archaeology 
as a whole. Two well-established concerns, the Chateau Gaillard conference 



and the Fortress Study Group, had developed their own spheres of activity 
yet there had not emerged a British-based group with the simple aims of 
promotion and communication of current research. Within a few months, a 
list of over fifty members was compiled. As an initial task, information 
was requested from members on their recent and current work, and this is 
still being collected. It will ultimately be reproduced in simple form to 
aid communication between interested parties. The Group made its first 
public appearance (April 3rd - 5th, 1987) at a weekend conference, at 
Gregynog, Powys, on Welsh castles organized by Richard Avent and Chris 
Arnold. A volume of essays entitled Castles in Wales and the Marches (eds. 
John Kenyon and Richard Avent) was presented to David J. Cathcart King 
during the conference. At a discussion of the Group's future a Steering 
Committee was elected to pursue its immediate business: the production of 
the Register of Members, the development of a Newsietter and the promotion 
of a conference in 1988 along lines similar to that held at Gregynog. This 
committee comprises Lawrence Butler (England), John Kenyon (Wales), Denys 
Pringle (Scotland), Thomas McNeill (Northern Ireland) and David Johnson 
(Republic of Ireland). The background to the Group's development, was 
reported at the one-day conference held by the Society on behalf of the 
various topic groups on 15th April 1987. At the time of writing (May 1987) 
there are some 75 members. Enquiries should be sent to the acting 
secretary: Robert Higham, Department of History and Archaeology, University 
of Exeter, Queen's Building, Exeter EX4 4QH. 

STATEMENT OF INTENT. During the discussion at Gregynog it was felt that a 
simple statement of intent for the Group would be needed. This should 
avoid controversial problems of castle definition and seek to embrace a 
wide range of work. The Steering Committee offers the following to members 
for consideration and comment: 

The Castles Studies Group includes workers both professional and amateur 
from a wide and varied historical and archaeological background In the 
British Isles. Its alms are:-

1. to promote the study of castles in all their forms and by all possible 
means: documentary studies, architectural history, fieldwork and 
excavation. 
2. to promote the study of castles as resources for a more widely-based 
appreciation of medieval society, emphasising their social and political 
history, their defensive and domestic evolution, their role in settlement 
development and their value as a source for the reconstruction of 
landscapes and economic environments. 

CASTLE-STUDIES: RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 

John Kenyon provides the following list, which will help keep members up-
to-date on current research: 

Even before volume two of the writer's castles bibliography was published 
by the Council for British Archaeology In 1983, volume three was in active 
compilation. It is hoped that if I am able to visit Dublin in 1989 the 
text of the third volume will be submitted to the CBA in the same year. 
However, members may find the following selection of items published in the 
last two or three years of some interest. 

Several new guide books, or new editions, to castles in State care have 
appeared, published by English Heritage (HBMCE), Cadw: Welsh Historic 
Monuments, and HMSO on behalf of Historic Buildings and Monuments, Scottish 
Development Department. 


